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GOV,  CODDINGTON  TO  GOV.   WINTHROP. 

1644. 


The  following  letter  from  Gov.  Coddington  to  Gov. 
Winthrop,  which,  so  far  as  we  know,]ha8  never  been  hith- 
erto published,  except  partially,  has  been  furnished  us  by 
the  kindness  of  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Jr.,  Esq.  We 
regard  it  as  very  significant,  and  especially  the  clause  en- 
joining secrecy,  as  explaining  the  want  of  confidence,  af- 
terwards developed,  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Rhode  Island,  toward  the  man  whom  they  had  previ- 
ously appeared  to  regard  as  their  most  worthy  associate. 
We  also  call  particular  attention  to  the  admission,  '^which 
now  the  generalitie  here  will  be  averse  from,"  in  the  face 
of  which  acknowledgment  he  says  four  years  later,  in 
September,  1648,  in  his  application  to  the  United  Colo- 
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nies  applying  for  admission,  ^'and  to  this,  our  motion,  we 
have  the  consiBnt  of  the  major  part  of  the  Island.'* — Ed. 

Honered  Sr — 

Yors  of  date  the  (8)  10-48  I  have  received  filled 
wth  exsamplesof  the  Judgments  of  God  of  the  Dutch  and 
English  that  fell  by  the  Indeans,  for  the  English  you 
mention,  their  foi-sakeing  the  fellowship  of  God's  peo- 
ple and  ordenances,  the  unseasonableness  of  seeking  of 
greate  things,  the  Lord  plucking  up  what  he  hath  planted, 
&c.,  though  I  might  render  some  excuse,  yet  I  forbear 
and  doe  acknowledge  my  neglecte  in  not  writeinge  unto 
you  long  ere  this,  and  returning  a  thankfuU  acknowledge- 
ment df  your  love  in  setting  before  me  such  grave  exhor- 
tations  lemations,  let  the  righteous  smite  me,  it  shall 

not  (break)  my  head,  noe,  it  shall  be  a  healing  balsome. 

I  have  forsaken  youi-selfe  and  others  against  my 

passes  in  distance  of  place,  yet  I  hope  and  be(lieve)  by 
his  grace  never  shall  in  affection  till  my  dying  day,  and 
the  ordenances  with  you  both  in  Church  and  Common- 
wealth, are  to  me  the  ordenances  of  the  lord  Jesus.  And 
the  lord  hath  begunne  to  let  me  see  by  experience  a  man's 
comfort  doth  not  depende  in  the  multitude  of  those  things 
he  doth  possesse,  the  lord  haveing  this  last  winter  taken 
from  me  a  larg  Corn  Barne  which  did  cost  me  above  or 
aboute  150X,  building,  my  farm  house,  12  Oxen,  SCowes, 
6  other  beasts,  in  which  bowses  was  my  Corne  for  Seed, 
and  spending  and  paying  my  debts,  the  fyer  breaking  forth 
in  the  night,  neither  heeding  nore  household  stuff,  nore  so 
much  as  my  servants  wering  cloth,  nothing  but  the  shertes 
of  their  backs  was  saved,  and  lines  to  the  valew  of  4  or 
500^.  And  yet  blessed  be  his  name,  he  is  the  portion  of 
my  sowle,  I  shall  not  wante,  he  hathe  by  one  pvidence 
or  othQr  pvided  for  me  a  considerable  surplys,  so  that  I 
hfiye  enough,  blessed  be  his  nnme.    And  being  nowe  ia 
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writeinge,  I  shall  make  bould  to  ade  a  word  to  8  or  4 
ptioulers  in  yors  to  Mr.  Brenton  and  Mr.  3alstone  (mj 
loying  friends),  and  in  them  to  me  you  desue  they  much 
consider  in  what  relation  they  stand  to  the  Church  and 
Commonwealth  wth  you  for  the  Church  to  answer  for  it- 
selfe,  we  being  not  to doe  look  at  that  Church  Meet- 
ing at  Mr.  Balstone's wch   I  was  advised  to  re- 

maine  and  Comended  to  the  grace  of  God Christ 

Jesus  in  so  doing,  and  the  sermon  concerning  of  it  the 
lord  does  that  wher  ther  wer  not  churches  to  corn- 
end  ther  brethren  unto,  ther  they  might  comend  them  to 
the  grace  of  God,  &c.,  to  carie  with  it  the  force  of  a  dis- 
mishon  wch  is  not  my  light  alone,  but  of  the  reverent  and 
lamed,  I  desire  that  this  lynne  of  devishon  was  removed, 
that  I  might  have  such  free  acsesses  to  all  as  to  see  their 
faces  wth  comfort,  and  to  ptake  with  you  in  the  ordenau- 
ces.  2dly.  For  the  Comouwealth  the  difference  arose 
about  Mr.  Wheelwright[s]  banishment  of  which  he  is  re- 
leased (as  I  am  informed),  but  if  it  was  a  meanes  in  rayse- 
ing  any  unquietnes  in  the  Commoi^wealth,  I  shall  upon 
information  indevor  to  give  satisfaction,  the  lord  so  help- 
ing me. 

3dly.  For  Gorton  as  he  came  ther  be  of  the  Island  before 
I  knew  of  it,  and  is  here  againest  my  mynd,  so  shall  he 
not  by  me  be  ptected.  I  could  have  hartely  desired  for 
the  good  I  pfesse  of  both  plantations,  that  we  had  not  bene 
rejected  in  alyance  wth  you  aboute  the  Indeans,  wch  now 
the  generaletie  here  will  be  averse  from,  the  trewth  is, 
here  is  a  pty  wch  doe  adhere  unto  Gorton  and  his  Com- 
pany in  both  the  plantations,  and  judge  them  so  much 
strength  to  the  place  wch  be  neither  frinds  to  you  hore 
us.  Now  the  trewth  is,  I  desire  to  have  either  such  aly- 
ence  with  yorselves  or  Plimouth,  one  or  both,  as  might  be 
flafs  for  us  ail.  I  have  my  cheefe  intrest  on  Island,  it 
being  bought  tome  and  my  friends,  and  how  inconve- 
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nient  it  might  be  if  it  were  possessed  by  an  enemye  lying 
in  the  heart  of  the  plantations  and  convenient  for  shiping, 
I  cannot  but  see  I  want  both  Counsell  and  Strength  to  ef- 
fect what  I  desire.  I  desire  to  hear  from  you  and  that 
you  would  burye  what  I  write  in  deep  silence,  for  what  I 
write  I  never  imp'ted  to  any,  nore  would  to  you  had  I  the 
least  doubt  of  yor  faythfuUness  that  it  should  be  uttered 
to  my  prejudice. 

for  Morton  he  was 

who  was  for  the  King  at  his  first  comeing  to  Portsmouth, 
and  would  report  to  such  as  he  judged  to  be  of  hiH  mynd, 
he  was  glad  [to  be  met  with]  so  many  Caveleres,  to  Mr. 
Hart  (as  I  am  informed)  of  Cohannet,  he  discoursed  some- 
thing in  this  way,  and  after  doubted  he  was  not  trew,  and 
he  had  lands  to  dispose  of  to  his  followers  in  each  prey- 

ince,  and  from  Cape  Ann  to  Cape was  one  he  did 

and  disposed  of  to  Lambert  Woodward.  My  Tenant, 
Gould,  was  his  hosthouse,  he  being  much  taken  with  him, 
and  towld  me  wch  I  will  afferme  with  my  oath,  that  he 
had  land  to  dispose  of  in  each  plantation  a  his 

son  John  some  land,  and  yt  he  had  wronge  in  the  bay  [to 
the]  valew  of  200X,  and  mayd  bitter  complaints  thereof, 
IvJt  Morton  would  let  it  rest  as  he  tould  me  till  the  Ooy- 
ernor  came  over  to  right  him,  and  did  intimate  he  knew 
whose  roste  his  spits  and  jacks  turned,  &c.,  but  I  fear  te- 
diousness,  and  therefore  wth  the  tender  of  my  love  to  the 
Gov'r,  yorsellfe,  Mr.  Dudlye,  and  who  also  remember  me, 
I  take  leave  and  rest. 

Yors,  Wm.  Coddingtok. 

Newport,  Aug.  5, 1644. 

[P.  S.] — Pesecus  nore  Canonicus  have  not  sent  unto 
me  since  I  rejected  a  present  of  30  fingers  and  thumbs 
after  their  first  attempt. 
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Ousemecome  was  last  Satterday  at  my  house,  and  doth 
flay  he  is  all  one  hart  wth  and  sayth  that 

Canonicus  sent  to  him  to  borrow  some  peeces  he  hath  to 
go  againe  the  next  Week,  which  he  refused 

to  lend.    [I]  told  him  he  did  well  so  to  doe,  and  to 
he  knew  vale. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  C APT.  JOSHUA  STODDARD, 

COMMANDER  OF  THE  BRIGANTINE  THREE 

BROTHERS,  NOV.  28,  1760. 


Mr.   Walter  Nichols,  of  .Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  sends  us  the 

following  copy  of  the   instructions  given  to  Capt.  Joshua 

Stoddard,  who  commanded  the  brigantine  Three  Brothers 

in  1760 : 

By  the  Honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Governor,  Cap- 
tain  General  and  Oommander-in  Chief  of  and  over  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  in 
New  England  in  America. 
f   Instructions  to  be  observed  by  Capt  Joshua  Stoddard, 
commander  of  the  brigantine  called   the  Three  Brothers, 
in  pursuance  of  the  commission  or  Letter  of  Marque  here- 
witji  given  him : 

I.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him,  the  said  Joshua 
Stoddard,  to  set  upon  by  force  of  arms,  and  subdue  and 
take  the  men-of-war,  ships  and  other  vessels  whatsoever, 
as  also  the  goods,  moneys  and  merchandise  belonging  to 
the  French  King,  his  vassals  and  subjects,  and  others  iu- 
habiting  within  any  of  his  countries,  territories  or  domin- 
ions, and  such  other  ships,  vessels  and  goods  as  are  or  shall 
be  liable  to  confiscation  pursuant  to  the  treaties  subsisting 
between  our  most  Glorious  Sovereign,  the  King  of  Great 
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Britain,  and  other  Princes,  States  and  Potentates;  but  so 
that  no  hostility  be  committed  nor  prize  attached,  seized 
or  taken  within  the  harbors  of  Princes  and  States  in  ami- 
ty with  his  Majesty,  or  in  their  rivers  and  roads  within 
shot  of  their  cannon. 

II.  That  all  ships  and  vessels  carrying  soldiers,  arms, 
powder,  ammunition,  or  any  other  contraband  goods  to  any 
of  the  territories,  lands,  plantations,  or  countries  of  the 
French  King,  shall  be  seized  as  prizes. 

III.  Tliat  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  shall  bring  such 
ships,  vesselsand  goods  as  he  shall  seize  and  take  into  such 
port  of  tlmt  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  which 
was  heretofore  called  England,  or  some  other  port  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions,  as  shall  be  most  convenient  for  him, 
in  order  to  have  the  same  legally  adjudged  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  of  England,  or  before  the  judges  of  such  other 
Admiralty  Court  as  shall  be  lawfully  authorized  within 
his  Majesty's  dominions.  But  if  such  prize  be  taken  in 
the  Mediterranean  i>ea,or  within  the  straights  of  Gibraltar, 
then  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  may,  if  he  doth  not  think 
fit  to  bring  the  same  to  some  port  of  England,  or  other  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions,  carry  such  ship  and  vessel  or 
goods  into  the  ports  of  such  Princes  or  States  as  are  in 
alliance  or  amity  with  his  Majesty. 

IV.  That  after  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  taken  and 
brought  into  any  port,  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  or  one  of 
his  chief  officera,  or  some  other  person  present  at  the  cap- 
ture, shall  be  obliged  to  bring  or  send  as  soon  as  possibly 
may  be,  three  or  four  of  the  principal  of  the  company 
(whereof  the  master  and  the  pilot  be  always  two)  of 
©very  ship  or  vessel  so  brought  into  port,  before  the 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty  of  England  or  his  surrogate,  or 
before  the  judge  of  such  other  Admiralty  Court  within 
his  Majesty's  dominions  as  shall  be  lawfully  anthorized  as 
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aforesaid,  or  such  as  shall  be  lawfully  commissioned  in 
that  behalf,  to  be  sworn  and  examined  upon  such  interrog- 
atories as  shall  tend  to  the  discovery  of  the  truth  touch- 
ing the  interest  or  property  of  such  ship  or  ships,  vessel  or 
vessels,  and  of  the  goods  and  merchandises  found  therein  ; 
and  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  shall  be  further  obliged  at 
the  time  he  produceth  the  company  to  be  examined,  to 
bring  and  deliver  into  the  hands  of  the  Judge  of  the  Ad- 
miralty of  England,  or  his  surrogate,  or  the  Judge  of 
such  other  Admiralty  Court  within  the  King's  dominions 
as  shall  be  lawfully  authorized,  or  others  commissioned  as 
aforesaid,  all  such  passes,  sea  briefs,  charter  parties,  bills 
of  lading,  cockets*  letters,  and  other  documents  and  wri- 
tings as  shall  be  delivered  up,  or  found  on  boai*d  any  such 
ship  or  vessel,  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  or  one  of  his  chief 
officers,  or  some  other  person  who  was  present  at  the  cap- 
ture and  saw  the  said  papers  and  writings  delivered  up  or 
otherwise  found  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  capture, 
making  oath  that  the  said  papei*s  and  writings  are  brought 
and  delivered  in,  as  they  were  received  or  taken,  without 
any  fraud,  addition,  subduction  or  embezzlement. 

y.  That  such  vessel,  ships,  goods  and  merchandise  so 
taken  by  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  shall  be  kept  and  pre- 
served, and  no  part  of  them  shall  be  sold,  spoiled,  wasted 
or  diminished,  and  that  the  bulk  thereof  shall  not  be  bro- 
ken before  judgment  be  given  in  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty of  England,  or  some  other  Court  of  Admiralty 
lawfully  authorized  in  that  behalf — that  the  ships,  vessels, 
goods  and  merchandises  are  lawful  prize  ;  and  that  no  per- 
son or  persons  taken  or  surprised  in  any  ship  or  vessel  as 
aforesaid,  though  known  to  be  of  the  enemy's  party,  shall 
be  in  cold  blood  killed,  maimed  or  by  any  torture  or  cru- 
elty inhumanly  treated,  contrary  to  the  common  usage  and 
just  permission  of  war ;  and  whosoever  shall  offend  in  any 
of  the  prembes  shall  be  severely  punished. 


InstrtietianM  to  Capt.  JoBhua  Stoddard*  9 

VI.  That  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  shall  not  do  or  at- 
tempt anything  against  the  true  meaning  of  any  article  or 
articles,  treaty  or  treaties,  depending  between  his  Majesty 
and  any  of  his  allies  touching  the  freedom  of  commerce 
in  the  time  of  war,  and  the  authority  of  the  passports  or 
certifiqates  under  a  certain  form  in  some  of  the  articles  or 
treaties  so  depending  between  his  Majesty  and  his  allies  as 
aforesaid,  when  produced  and  shewed  by  any  of  the  sub- 
jects of  his  said  allies ;  and  shall  not  do  or  attempt  any- 
thing against  the  King's  loving  subjects,  or  the  subjects  of 
any  Prince  or  State  in  amity  with  him,  nor  against  their 
ships,  vessels  or  goods,  but  only  against  the  French  King, 
his  vassals  and  subjects,  and  others  inhabiting  within  his 
countries,  territories  or  dominions,  their  ships,  vessels  and 
goods,  except  as  before  excepted. 

VII.  That  after  the  condemnation  of  any  piize,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  or  the  own- 
ers of  the  brigantine  aforesaid,  to  keep  such  and  so  many 
ships,  vessels,  goods  and  merchandises  as  shall  be  condemn- 
ed to  them  for  lawful  prize  in  their  own  possession,  to  make 
sale  and  dispose  thereof  in  open  market  or  otherwise  to 
their  best  advantage,  in  as  ample  manner  as  at  any  time 
heretofore  has  been  accustomed  in  cases  of  Letters  of 
Marque,  or  just  prizes  in  time  of  war ;  other  than  wrought 
silks.  Bengals,  and  stuffs  mixed  with  silk  or  herba,  of  the 
manufacture  of  Persia,  China  or  East  India,  or  calicoes 
painted,  dyed,  printed  or  stained  there  ;  which  are  to  be 
deposited  for  exportation,  according  to  the  directions  of  an 
act  made  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  late  King  William 
the  Third,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  employ- 
ing the  poor  by  encouraging  the  manufactures  of  this 
kingdom ;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  manner  of 
persons,  as  well  British  subjects  as  others,  according  to 
law,  to  buy  the  said  ships,  vessels,  goods  and  merchan- 
dises so  taken  and  condemned  for  lawful  prize,  without 
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any  damage  or  molestation  to  ensue  therefrom  to  the  said 
buyers,  or  any  of  them  by  reason  of  the  contracting  or 
dealing  for  the  same. 

VIII.  That  if  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  his  Maj- 
esty or  his  subjects,  or  to  his  allies  or  their  subjects,  shall 
be  found  in  distress,  by  being  in  fight,  set  upon,  or  taken 
by  the  enemy,  or  by  reason  of  any  other  accident,  the  said 
Joshua  Stoddard,  his  officers  and  company,  shall  use  their 
best  endeavora  and  give  aid  and  succor  to  all  such  ship  or 
ships,  vessel  or  vessels,  and  shall  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power  labor  to  free  the  same  from  the  enemy,  or  any  other 
distress. 

IX.  That  the  King's  subjects  and  all  other  persons 
whatsoever,  who  either  in  their  own  persons  shall  serve  or 
bear  any  charge  or  adventure,  or  in  any  sort  further  or  set 
forward  the  said  adventure  according  to  these  articles, 
shall  stand  and  be  freed  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  com- 
mission ;  and  that  no  person  be  in  any  wise  reputed  or 
challenged  for  an  offender  against  his  Majesty's  laws,  but 
shall  be  freed  under  his  protection,  of  and  from  all  trouble 
and  vexation  that  may  in  any  wise  grow  thereby,  in  the 
same  manner  as  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  ought 
to  be  by  law  in  their  aiding  and  assisting  his  Majesty 
either  in  their  own  persons  or  otherwise,  in  a  lawful  war 
against  the  King's  declared  enemies. 

X.  That  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  or  his  ownera  or 
agents  before  the  taking  out  his  commission,  shall  give  no- 
tice in  writing  subscribed  with  his  or  their  hands  to  the 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being, 
or  to  the  commissionei-s  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral,  or  to  the  commissioners  for  executing  that 
office  for  the  time  being,  or  the  Lieutenant  or  Judge  of 
the  said  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  or  his  surrogate,  of  the 
name  of  his  vessel,  and  of  the  tonnage  and  burthen,  and 
the   name  of  the   captain,  owners  or  setters-out  of  the 
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same,  with  the  number  of  men,  and  the  names  of  the  offi- 
cers in  her,  and  for  what  time  they  are  victualed,  and  also 
of  the  ordnance,  furniture  and  ammunition,  to  the  end  the 
same  may  be  registered  in  the  said  Court  of  Admiralty. 

XI.  That  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  hold  and  keep  and 
hereby  is  enjoined  to  hold  and  keep  a  correspondence  by 
all  conveniences  and  upon  all  occasions  from  time  to  time 
with  the  Lord  High  Admiml  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  commissioners  for  executing  the  office  for 
the  time  being,  or  their  secretary,  so  as  from  time  to 
time  to  render  and  give  unto  him  or  them  not  only  an 
account  or  intelligence  of  his  captures,  or  proceedings  by 
virtue  of  his  aforesaid  Letters  of  Marque,  or  commission  ; 
but  also  of  whatsoever  else  shall  occur  to  hiui,  or  be  dis- 
-covered  declared  unto,  or  be  found  out  by  him,  by  exam- 
ination of  or  a  conference  with  any  marines  or  passengers 
of  or  in  the  ships  or  vessels  taken  or  by  any  other  ways  and* 
means  whatsoever,  touching  and  concerning  the  design  of 
the  enemy,  or  any  of  their  fleets,  ships,  vessels  or  parties ; 
and  of  the  stations,  seas,  ports  and  places,  and  of  their  in- 
terests therein  ;  and  of  what  merchant's  ships,  or  vessels  of 
the  enemy  bound  out,  or  home,  as  lie  shall  hear  of;  and 
of  what  else  material  in  these  cases  may  arrive  to  his 
knowledge,  to  the  end  that  such  course  may  be  thereupon 
taken,  and  such  orders  given  as  may  be  requisite. 

Xn.  That  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  do  not  presume, 
as  he  will  answer  it,  at  his  peril,  to  wear  any  jack,  pen- 
nant or  any  other  ensign  or  coloui*s  usually  borne  by  his 
Majesty's  ships ;  but  that  beside  the  colours  usually  borne 
by  merchant  ships,  he  do  wear  a  red  jack,  with  the  union 
jack  described  in  the  canton,  at  the  upper  corner  thereof, 
near  the  staff;  and  that  one-third  of  his  said  brigantine's 
oompany  be  landsmen. 

XIII.  That  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  send  an  account 
of,  and  deliver  over   what  prisoners  shall  be  taken  on 
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board  any  prizes,  to  the  commissioners  appointed,  or  to  be 
appointed,  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  or  to  the 
persons  appointed  in  the  seaport  towns  to  take  chai*ge  of 
prisoners  ;  and  that  such  prisoners  be  subject  only  to  the 
orders,  regulations  and  direction  of  the  said  commission- 
ers ;  and  that  neither  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard,  nor  any 
of  his  officers,  do  presume  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever 
to  ransom  any  prisoners. 

XIV.  That  he,  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard,  do  not  ran- 
som any  ship  or  vessel  taken  as  prize,  where  such  ship  or 
vessel  may  conveniently  be  brought  into  some  port  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions  ;  and  in  case  any  ship  or  vessel  taken 
as  prize  shall  be  ransomed,  the  reasons  for  so  doing,  and 
the  condition  of  such  ransom  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  preparatory  examinations 
upon  the  standing  interrogatories  shall  be  taken,  as  in 
cases  of  prizes,  and  a  condemnation  of  such  ransom  shall 
be  had,  according  to  the  ancient  course  and  practice  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  in  case  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  shall 
act  contrary  to  these  his  instructions,  he  shall  forfeit  hi» 
commission  to  all  intents  and  pui-poses,  and  shall,  togeth- 
er with  his  bail,  be  proceeded  against,  and  be  condemned 
in  costs  and  damages. 

XV.  That  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  shall  by  every  op- 
portunity send  exact  copies  of  his  journal  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  proceed  to  condemnation  of  hia 
prizes  as  soon  as  may  be  and  without  any  delay. 

XVI.  That  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  shall  also  from 
time  to  time,  upon  due  notice  given  him,  observe  all  other 
such  instructions  and  orders  as  his  Majesty  shall  think  fit 
to  direct,  for  the  better  carrying  out  of  this  service. 

XVII.  That  all  persons  who  shall  violate  these  instruc- 
tions shall  be  severely  punished,  and  also  required  to  make 
full  reparation  to  persons  injured  contrary  to  these  instruc- 


Imtruetiant  to  CapL  JoshiM  Stoddard.  18 

tions,  for  all  the  damage  they  shall  sustain  by  any  oap- 
tture,  embezzlement,  demarrage  or  otherwise. 

XVIII.  That  before  any  Letter  of  Marque  or  commis- 
:Bion  be  issued  unto  the  aforesaid  Joshua  Stoddard,  bail 
with  sureties  shall  be  given  before  the  Lieutenant  and 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  of  England,  or  the 
surrogate,  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
if  he  carries  in  his  aforesaid  vessel  above  one  hundred  and 
^ty  men,  and  if  a  lesser  number,  in  the  sum  of  fifteen 
ihundred  pounds  sterling. 

XIX.  That  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard  do   not  on  any 
j>retence,  molest,  detain  or  imprison  the  persons  of  any 
<»f   the  subjects  of   the  Ottoman   Empire,   nor  seize   or 
detain  as  a  prize   their  ships  nor  effects  in  the  Levant 
«eas  or  any  other  part  of  the  ocean,  under  pain  of  his 
Majesty's  highest  displeasure  and  such  punishment  as  by 
law   may   be  inflicted ;  and  that  he,  the  said  Joshua  Stod- 
dard, do  carry  the  subjects  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  and 
their  effects  which  he  shall  find  on  board  French  ships 
seized  in  the  Levant  seas,  bound  to  or  from  any  port  in 
Egypt,   or  to  or  from  one  port  to  another  in  the  Levant 
«eas,  either  to  the  nearest  port  of  Turkey  or  Egypt,   or 
their  destined  port,  and  there  laud  such  persons  and  such 
•effects  as  shall  manifestly  appear  to  belong  to  the  T^rks  ; 
«nd  that  no  effects  or  merchandise  taken  on  board  any 
French  ships  which  shall  be  claimed  by  any  subject  of  the 
Grand  Seignior  as  being  their  property,  shall  be  proceeded 
against  for  condemnation  in  any  other  court  but  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  England,  and  that  notice  be  given 
of  the  said  proceedings  to  the  Turkey  Company,  to  the 
end  that  care  may  be  taken  that  a  proper  and  legal  de- 
fence may  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  claimants,  subjects  to 
the  Grand  Seignior. 

XX.    That  neither  he,  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard,  nor 
any  of  his  officers  or  company,  presume  to  molest  the  per- 
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sons  or  inteiTupt  the  navigation  of  the  subjects  of  the 
Crown  of  Spain,  or  seize  or  detain  any  ship  or  vessel  be- 
longing to  them,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  unless  on 
account  of  contraband  goods  and  merchandises  on  board 
the  same*,  but  that  the  said  Joshua  Stoddard,  his  officers 
and  company,  observe  all  and  every  part  of  the  treaty 
made  between  the  Crowns  of  England  and  Spain,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  that 
in  such  manner  as  to  avoid  and  prevent  all  disputes  with 
the  officers,  commanders  and  subjects  of  the  Crown  of 
Spain. 

XXI.  That  the  said  Joshua  Stoddardj  his  officers  and 
company,  abstain  from  all  acts  of  hostility  against  the 
ships  and  subjects  of  the  French  King  within  the  Gulpb 
of  Naples  during  the  present  war,  provided  that  all  priva- 
teers and  other  French  ships  do  on  their  part  strictly  ob- 
serve the  orders  that  have  or  shall  be  given  them  to  the 
same  effect  by  the  Court  of  France. 

Given  under  my  hand,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty,  in 
the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  Most  Sa- 
cred Majesty,  George  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  King  of  Great  Britain  and  so  forth. 

(Signed)  STEP.  HOPKINS. 
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Lawton,  Job 

of  George  and  Hannah, 

July  24,  1768 

Elizabeth 

of 

June    2,  1760 

Arnold 

of  Isaac  and  Hannah, 

June    4,  1761 

Mary 

of  Robert  and  Mercy, 

Nov.  21,  1761 

Elizabeth 

of 

Nov.  22,  1763 

George 

of 
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Ladd,  Joseph 

of  William  and  Sarah,  Ji 

Illy  — ,  1767  or  8 

William 

of 
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of 
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Elizabeth 

of 
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of  Robert  and  Dorcas, 
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Levy,  Judith 
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Moses 

of 
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Langley,John  S.  of  John  and  Elizabeth, 
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Joshua  H. 

of 
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James  L. 

of  John  and  Lucina, 
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Apr.  18,  1777 

William 

of 
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Joseph 

of 

Aug.  16,  1781 

Lyman,  Ann  M.  of  Daniel  and  Mary, 

Nov.  13,  1782 

Harriet 

of 

9 

Mar.    6,  1784 

Peggy 

of 

Nov.  24,  1786 

Polly 

of 

Oct.     7,  1788 

Eliza 

of 

May  29,  1790 

Thomas 

of 

Dec.  20,  1791 

John  W. 

of 

May  10,  1798 

Daniel 

of 

Sept.  28,  1794 

Henry 

of 

Nov.  18,  1795 

Louisa 

of 

Apr.  16,  1797 

Sally 

of 

Feb.  14,  1799 

Julia  M. 

of 

Aug.  30,  1801 

Lawton,  Jos.  C 

.  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary, 

Jan.     2,  1802 

'  Susan  Ann  of  Joseph  C.  and  Ruth, 

May  21,  1830 

Ladd,  John  H.    of  Uriel  Jr.  and  Catharine,  Oct.  20,  1849 
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Jeffries,  Joseph  to  Ann  Purchase,  ,  1752 

Johnson,  Rebecca  to  Nehemiah  Rogers,        May    1,  1753 

JameSt  Thomas  to  Heart  Burd,  June  24,  1753 

Jones,  Thomas  to  M Higgins,  Sept.   9,  1758 

Joy,  Martha  toGid.  Freeborn,  Portsmouth,  April  25,  1754 

Johnson,  John  to  Ann  Swan,  May  15,  1755 

Johnson,  Daniel  to  I  .        i>7    itcc 

Johnson,  Ann,         j  ^"&'  1^'  ^^^^ 

Johnson,  Mary  to  Nathaniel  Scudder,  Oct.    9,  1755 

Jeffers,  Meribah  to  Philip  Weeden,  Dec.  4,  1755 

Jones,  Sarah  to  Peter  Lattimore,  Jan.  11,  1756 

Jones,  John  to  Mary  Buliod,  July    8,  1756 

Jepp,  John  to  Ann  Sabin,  Aug.  9,  1759 

Johnson,  Elizabeth  to  Gideon  Casey,  May  11,  1760 

Jeffries,  Caleb  to  Jerusha  Dyre,  Oct.  17,  1760 

Joy,  William  to  Mary  Phillips,  Nov.  80,  1760 

J«at,  John  to  Rachel  Cornell,  June  29,  1761 

James,  Sarah  to  Benjamin  Sayer,  Oct.  .17,  1762 

Jackson,  WUliam  to  Elizabeth  PhilUps,        Nov.  4,  1764 

JKames,  Allen  to  Elizabeth  Pettis,  Mar  24,  1765 

Johnson,  Ann  to  Stephen  Fry,  Apr.  21,  1766 

James,  Rebecca  to  Geo.  Moot,  Scotland,        Oct.  28,  1766 

Johnson,  Paine  to  Mary  Winslow,  Nov.  13,  1766 

Jennitt,  Sarah  to  William  Day,  Dec.  30,  1766 

Jarsey,  Sarah,  of  John,  to  Thomas  Stacy,  of 

Thomas,  Oct.  22,  1768 

Jennings,  Charles  to  Julia  MumpiUion,  July  16,  1798 
Johnson,  Ruth  to  James  Phillips,  Oct.  23,  1806 

Jacobs,  Rev.  Bela,  Som'set,to  Sally  Sprague,  Feb.  11»  1810 
Johnson,  Benj,  to  Sylvia  Bannister,  colored,  July  14,  1816 
Jack,  Samuel  H.  to  Frances  G.  Tompkins,  Feb.  13, 1826 
Johnson,  Henry  to  Cath.  Remington,  col'd,  June  29, 1889 
Johnson,  Eliza  to  Stanley  Cantibury,  col'd,  Oct.  14.  1841 
Johnson,  Nancy  B.  to  Isaac  B.  Howland, 

East  Greenwich,  July  24,  1842 
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Jacques,  Ruth  E.,  of  Stephen  and  Renewed, 

to  Wm.  Howard,  of  Wm.  &  Ruth,  Sept.  22,  1842 
Jones,  Sarah  Fenwick  toRob'tH.  Gardner.  Jone  28,  1842 
Jones,  Sarah  Stafford,  of  Waterbury,  Conn., 

to  Peter  Turner,  U.  S.  N.,  Oct.  12,  1842 

Johnson,  Levi,  Orange  Co.,  Ct.,  to  Amy  Fish,  Nov.  21, 1842 
Jack,  Wm.  A.  to  Mary  A.  Rodman,  Aug.  29, 1846 

Jouvet,  Ann  M.  to  William  Goodspeed,  Sept.  18, 1848 
Jack,  Stephen  C.  to  Fanny  Banks,  of  Jos.  Dec.  23,  1849 
Jones,  Harding,  Newburne,  N.  C,  to  Mary 

Whiting,  Middletown,  Oct.  17,  

Jackson,  William  to ,  Aug.  16, 

Jones>  Mary  to  Benjamin  Read,  Nov.  21, 

Lawton,  Elizabeth  to  Henry  Brightman,       Aug.  — ,  1694 
Lyndon,  Sam'l,  of  Josias,  to  Priscilla  Tomp- 
kins, of  Nathaniel,  July  — ,  1703 
Laws,  Jonathan,  of  Mil  ford,  to  Abigail  Ar- 
nold, Jamestown,               Jan.  (or  Feb.)  14, 1704-5 
Lawton,  Elizabeth,  of  Robert  and  Mary,  to 
Jonathan  Nichols,   of  Thomas    and 
Hannah,                                             Feb.  — ,  1706-7 
Leach,  Thomas  to  Sarah  Fry,  of  Thomas,       July  5,  1709 
Lawton,  Job  to  Priscilla  Thurston,  Apr.  16,  1718 
Lyall,  John  to  Sarah  Barton,  widow,            Nov.  28,  1727 
Lyndon,  Josias  to  Mary  Carr,                        Oct.     6,  1727 
Lile,  Sarah  to  James  Davis,                           Oct.     6,  1729 
Lyndon,  Samuel,  Jr.,  to  Elizabeth  Gardner,  Dec.  22,  1734 
Lyndon,  Samuel  to  Sarah  Minott,                  Dec.  25,  1735 
Lucas,  Maiy  to  John  Dunham,                      June  29,  1788 
Lawrence,  George  to  Mehitable  Chace,        July     9,  1738 
Lindsay,  David  to  Esther  Child,  July  11,  1788 
Lillibridge,  Edward  to  Esther  Hill,  July  19,  1739 
Little,  Hannah  to  Josias  Byles,,of  Boston,   — —    7,  1739 

Lake,  Hannah,  to  George ,  Dec.  24,  1739 

Lashley,  John  to  Katharine  McEane,  June  19,  1740 
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Lawton,  Jonathan  to  Freelove  Peckham,  Dec.  10,  1741 
Lawton,  George  to  Hannah  Bidder,  April  18,  1742 

Luther,  Elisha  to  Mary  Simpson,  Dec.  23,  1743 

Leathe,  to  Mercy  Clarke,  Dec.  25,  1743 

Lamb,  Sarah  to  George  Harris,  Jan.  28, 1743-4 

Lee,  Phebe  to  John  Pritchard,  May  14,  1744 

Ladd,  Mary  to  Benjamin  Doubleday,  July  14,  1744 

Lamb,  John  to  Mary  Fairbanks,  Aug.  6,  1744 

Lyon,  Abigail  to  Benjamin  Peabody,  Aug.   7,  1745 

Lawton,  Josliua,    Portsmouth,    to    Martha 

Manchester,  April  27, 1 746 

Lawless,  Margaret  to  Jonathan  Hart,  Oct.  29,  1747 

Lyon,  John  to  Elizabeth  Ingraliam,  Oct    4,    1748 

Lawton,  Rebecca,  Portsmouth,  to  Samuel 

Rhodes,  Sept.  10, 1749 

Luther,  Elizabeth  to  Samuel  Corbete,  Oct.  14,  1750 

Lord,  Rev.  Benj.,  Norwich,  to  Eliz'h  Tisdale,  Nov.  21,  1750 
Lyng,  Nicholas  to  Mary  Brink,  Aug.  11,  1751 

Lamb,  Robert  to  Mary  Power,  Dec.    1,  1751 

Little,  Hale  to  Caleb  Blanchard,  ,  1753 

Lillibridge,  Robert  to  Alice  Baxter,  Jan.  28,  1753 

Latemor,  Benoni,  of  Windsor,  to ,  May  31,  1753 

Lambert,  Daniel  to  Niobe  D ,  June  3,  1753 

Langford,  Judith  to  John  Stoneman,  Sept.  17,  1763 

Legallais,    David  to  Sarah  Wanton,  at  Mar- 

blehead,  by  Rev.  Peter  Bours,  Nov.  18, 1763 

Leadbetter,  Hannah  to  Edward  Church,  May  5,  1754 
Lyon,  Wriel  to  Patience  Heath,  Sept.  19,  1754 

Lattimore,  Peter  to  Sarah  Jones,  Jan.    11,  1766 

Lindsay,  Mary  of  David, to  Joseph  Vickary,  Mar.  20,  1756 
Lawton,  Priscilla  to  John  Walden,  Mar.  28,  1756 

Lyon,  Henry  to  Sarah  Bliss,  Dec.  30,  1756 

Lang,  Worthy  to  Mary  CJiambers,  23,  1768 

Lyon,  Ann  to  John  Sherman,  June  17,  1769 

Langley,  Matthew  to  Deborah  Caswell,         July  22,  1769 
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Lawton,  Gideon  to  Lucy  Howlaud,  Feb.  16,  1760 

Leonard,  Robert  to Stonal,  'Feb.  21,  1760 

Lawton,  Isaac,  Jr.,  to  Hannah  Dickerson,  May    8,  1760 

Langworthy,  Abigail  to  Samuel  Weeden,  July    3,  1760 

Ling,  Mary  to  Gideon  Tanner,  July  12,  1761 

Ladd,  William  to  Sarah  Gardner,  Dec.  27,  1761 

Lyon,  Mary  to  Robert  Taylor,  Jr.,  Jan.  10,  1762 

Langley,  John  to  Catharine  Green,  Aug.  — ,  1762 

Lawton,  Royal  to  Phebe  Baggs,  Sept.  23,  1762 

Lawton,  Priscilla  to  Nathaniel  Potter,  Oct.  24,  1762 

Lillibridge,  Jesse  to  Margaret ,  Dec.  — ,  1762 

Lewis,  Phebe  to  Paul  White,  Dec.  — ,  1762 

Lanahan,  Joseph  to ,  Dec.  12,  17 — 

Lawton,  Hannah  to  Benjamin  Howard,  Jan.  23, 1763 

La ,  John  to Church,  June  24, 1763 

Lewis,  James  to  Sarah  Conklin,  July    5,  1763 

Locke,  Nathaniel  to  Mary  Burk,  July  30,  1763 
Lillibridge,  Esther  to  Wm.Peckham,  Phila.  Sept.  22,  1763 

Lawton,  Elizabeth  to  Israel  Braj^ton,  Oct.    27,  1763 

Lyon,  Margaret  to  Edward ,  Jan.     8,  1764 

Lawless,  Sarah  to  Thomas  Underwood,  July  24,  1764 

Lawton,  Wm.  to  Rebecca  Gibbs,  Nov.  20,  1764 
Langworthy,  Elizabeth  to  Zephaniah  Heath,  Dec.  20,  1764 

Layhee,  William  to  Ann  Kelsey,  Mar.  81, 1765 

Leatherin,  Richard  to  Mary  Little,  May    6,  1765 

Luther,  Perris  to  Mary  Steward,  Jan.     9,  1766 

Lawrence,  James  to  Ann  Pearson,  Apr.    3,  1766 

Langley,  William  to  Sarah  Dunton,  Apr.  17,  1766 

Lawton,  Elizabeth  to  James  Brattle,  Sept.  28, 1766 

Ly ,  Samuel  to  Susanna  Rusurcil,  May  20, 1767 

Lowden,  Lucianna  to  Goodman  Halyorsen,  June  11,  1767 

Levy,  Hiram  to  Grace ,  July  36,  1768 

Langley,  John  to  Elizabeth  Sinkins,  Apr.   6, 1769 

Lawton,  Robert  to  Mary  Clarke,  Nov.  14, 1778 
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Larkin,   James,  Hopkinton,   to   Elizabeth 

Ward,  of  Thomas,  Sept.  19, 17 17 

Lyon,  Joseph  to  Mary  Underwood,  June  11, 1776 

Langley,  John  to  Lucina  Halverson,  Jan.  31,  1779 

{To  be  continued.^ 


ABSTRACTS  FROM  RHODE  ISLAND  COLONIAL 

LAND  EVIDENCE. 


Power  of  Attorney.  Elizabeth  Gould  to  John 
Warner. — Elizabeth  Gould,  widow  of  Thomas,  gives 
power  of  attorney  to  John  Warner,  of  Warwick,  to  col- 
lect dues  arising  from  lands  bequeathed  by  her  father, 
Wm  Baulston.  She,  being  blind,  mentions  son  William 
Coggeshall ;  date  March  28,  1696.  Witness — Josiah 
Wascott  and  John  Warner,  Jr.  Acknowledged  before 
John  Green,  Dep.  Gov.    [Book  2,  p.  36.] 

Deed.  Walter  Clarke  to  Capt.  James  Gould 
AND  Wipe. — Walter  Clarke,  late  Governor,  for  paternal 
love  and  affection,  conveys  to  "Capt.  James  Gould,  of 
Newport,  mariner,  my  son-in-law,  and  Katharine,  his  wife, 
my  lawful  daughter,  all  that  my  message  and  tenement 
of  houses,  with  the  slaughter  house  and  yard,  in  New- 
port, bounded  S.  by  ye  corner  of  Thomas  Rodman's  house 
and  land,  JF.  and  N.  by  ye  common  or  street,  and  W.  by 
ye  harbour."  Date,  June  11, 1698.  Witnesses — Nathan- 
iel Sheffield  and  John  Odlin,  Jr.     [Book  2,  p.  91.] 

Deed.  John  Stanton  to  Robert  Stanton. — John 
Stanton,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  for  divers  good  causes,  conveys 
to  his  ^'Brother,  Robert  Stanton,  all  right,  title  and  claim 
I  have,  or  may  have,  to  ten  acres,  bequeathed  by  my 
grandfather,  John  Hordall,  to  my  brother  Robert,  being 
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in  Newport,  bounded  as  by  his  will  may  appear."  Date, 
June  20, 1699.  Witnesses — Robert  Gardner,  Robert  Carr 
and  Weston  Clarke.     [Book  2,  p.  99.] 

Deed.  Walter  Clarke  to  John  Yelthro. — Wal- 
ter Clarke,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  for  £\1  3s.  5d.,  conveys  to 
'*John  Yeltln-o,  of  Newport,  schoolmaster,  a  small  lot  of 
land  in  Newport  adjoining  to  Clarke  street  (given  by  said 
Walter  to  ye  purchasers  and  inhabitants  in  said  street, 
and  their  heirs  forever),  coming  from  ye  orchard  of  Capt. 
Peleg  Sanford,  in  said  street,  southerly  and  extending 
northerly  to  ye  Main  street,  near  to  John  Headlies,  being 
the  6th  lot  from  ye  said  orchard,  containing  40  feet  in 
width  and  87i  feet  in  depth  southerly,  and  90.J  feet  in 
depth  northeily,  bounded  East  b^'  said  Clarke  street. 
South  by  ye  5th  lot,  now  in  possession  of  Wm.  Rhoades, 
West  by  Capt.  Peleg  Sandford's  land.  North  by  ye  7th  lot 
in  possession  of  Wm.  Stoddart."  Date,  Dec.  21,  1699. 
[Book  2,  p.  108.] 

Statement  of  John  Coggeshall. — *' Whereas,  Eliza- 
beth Gould,  so-called,  daughter  of  Wm.  Baulston,  of 
Portsmouth,  deceased,  gave  to  her  son,  John  Coggeshall, 
of  said  town,  a  deed  of  gift,  bearing  date  June  4, 1695,  be- 
fore Giles  Slocum,  assistant,  and  she  being  ancient  and 
her  understanding  failing,  and  being  also  blind  and  al- 
most deaf,  by  persuasion,  &c.,  has  given  unto  Penelope 
Goulding,  daughter  of  Roger  Goulding,  deceased,  an  in- 
strument conveying  her  right  in  said  land,  her,  the  said 
Penelope,  procured  by  Mr.  Henry  Brightman  on  pretence 
of  buying  out  her  rights  of  thirds  of  said  land  sold  to 
said  Roger  Goulding  by  her  son,  Wm.  Coggeshall,  de- 
ceased, for  ye  sum  of  eight  pounds  ;  and  she  having  gone 
(in  an  angry  fit)  to  Warwick,  has  been  induced  by  some 
evil  minded  persons  to  empower  John  Warner,  of  War- 
wicky  by   power  of  attorney,  to  demand  of  her  said  son, 
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John  Coggeshall,  ye  instrument  given  to  him,  which  he 
refusing,  a  caveat  was  entered  upon  the  records,  the  alle- 
gations in  which  are  false.  In  answer  to  which  civeat  I 
have  caused  this  instrument  to  he  entered.  May  19,  1696." 
Signed,  John  Coggeshall.     [Book  2,  p.  136.] 

Deed.  Peter  Easton  to  Wm.  Barker. — Peter  Eas- 
ton,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  "for  valuable  consideration  in  sil- 
ver money,"  conveys  to  his  son-in-law,  Wm.  Barker,  of 
Newport,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  a  certain  parcel  of  land 
in  Newport,  ''bounded  J?.,  partly  on  Stony  River  and 
partly  on  ye  Common  ;  aS.,  on  meadow  land  now  in  posses- 
sion of  James  Barker,  Sr. ;  TF.,  partly  on  land  of  Henry 
Tew  ;  N.^  on  land  of  said  Henry  Tew,  which  said  Henry 
Tew  keeps  in  possession  without  any  lawful  right." 
Signed,  Peter  Easton.  Date,  April  7,  1691.  [Book  2, 
pp.  138,  139.] 

Oliver  Arnold  to  Roger  Goulding. — Oliver  Arnold, 
of  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  for  £^  current  of  N.  E.,  conveys  to 
his  brother-in-law,  Master  Roger  Goulding,  of  Newport,  a 
piece  of  land  in  Newport,  in  breadth  on  ye  east  against 
ye  highway,  six  rods ;  and  west  against  ye  sea,  six  rods  ; 
bounded  south  by  the  land  of  Simon  Parratt ;  west  by  ye 
harbour;  north  by  land  of  Edward  Pelham.  Date,  Nov. 
5, 1689.     [Book  2,  p.  181.] 

Deed.  Josh  ua  Coggeshall  to  Walter  Cungrave. 
Joshua  Coggeshall,  of  Newport,  son  of  John  Coggeshall, 
<Jeceased,  conveys  to  Walter  Cungrave,  of  Newport,  a 
parcel  of  land  **on  the  east  side  of  the  river  on  which 
Newport  Mill  now  standeth,  and  not  far  from  said  mill, 
containing  8  score  acres  adjoining  unto  Richard  Knight's 
land,  on  the  south  side.  On  the  north  unto  land  granted 
by  the  town  to  Mary  Clarke,  sometime  the  wife  of  John 
Peckham,  and  abutting  upon  the  great  common  on  the 
east  i$nd  thereof ;  and  on  the  west  on  the  highway  that 
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leads  from  the  mill  to  Green  End  Village."  Signed^ 
Joshua  Coggeshall.  Date,  May  80, 1661.  Confirmed  by 
Maiy,  mother  of  Joshua.     [Book  1,  pp.  279,  280.] 

JiBBH  Bull,  Se.,  to  Jibeh  Bull,  Jb. — Jireh  Bull,  Sr.^ 
of  Newport,  cordwinder,  "for  good  will  and  affection"  con- 
veys to  his  son,  Jireh  Bull,  Jr.,  blockmaker,  "two  parcels 
of  land  in  Newport — one  containing  three  acres,  bounded 
U.  by  a  highway  leading  into  the  neck  ;  aS.,  by  land  of 
Benedict  Arnold  ;  TFl,  on  a  highway  leading  to  my  dwel- 
ling house,  and  by  two  lots  sold  to  Robert  Gibbs  and  Rich- 
ard Higings."  The  other,  a  house  lot,  ''bounded  JS.  by  a 
highway  leading  to  Benedict  Arnold's  dwelling  house,  S^ 
by  said  Benedict  Arnold's  land  ;  TF.,  by  ye  sea  ;  i\r.,  by  a 
lot  sold  to  Stephen  Hookey.'*  Date.  Aug.  18,  1704. 
[Book  2,  p.  816.] 

Deed.  Jibeh  Bull  to  Ephbaim  Bull. — Jireh  Bull 
of  Newport,  for  £150,  conveys  to  his  brother,  Ephraim  • 
Bull,  all  that  tract  of  land  in  Narragansett,  "formerly  part 
of  ye  land  of  our  deceased  father,  Jireh  Bull,  Sr.,  bound- 
ed iS.  by  land  of  Rous  Helme  ;  JP.,  by  ye  highway ;  i\r.,  by 
ye  land  of  Ezekiel  Bull ;  TT.,  by  land  undivided."  Date^ 
March  12,  1693-4.     [Book  2,  p.  319.] 

Deed. — Jibah  Bull  to  Benjamin  Bblgheb. — Jirah 
Bull,  Jr.,  of  Newport.  R.  I.,  blockmaker,  for  forty  pounds, 
conveys  to  Benjamin  Belcher,  "a  piece  of  land  in  Newport, 
fifty-four  feet,  fronting  on  the  Main  street,  next  to  ye 
water  side,  leading  to  Benedict  Arnold's,  his  dwelling 
bouse,  and  ninety  feet  deep  from  said  street,  easterlyt 
bounded  W.  on  ye  Main  street ;  aS'.,  on  said  Benedict  Ar- 
nold's ;  J?,  and  N.^  on  land  of  said  Jirah  Bull,  Jr."  Dat6» 
Feb.  20,  1704-6.     [Book  2,  pp.  321-2.] 

Settlement  op  John  Cabb's  Estate. — Samuel  Carr, 
of  Newportf  son  and  heir  of  John  Carr,  of  Newport,  di- 
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vides  the  estate  of  said  John  Carr,  according  to  his  father's 
wishes,  viz.  :  1st.  '*I  give  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  to  Joseph 
(Jardner's    dwelling  place   in  Newport,  bounded  TF.  and 
N.  on  land  of  James  Carr ;  E.^  on  ye  graveyard,  and  &, 
on  land  or  street  leading  to  stone  wind  mill.     Also  one 
small  house  and  warehouse  adjoining  on  ye  wharf,  hereto- 
fore  my  grandfather's,  with  the  wharf  and  land  whereon 
they  stand,  and  the  whole  breadth  thereof  to  Capt.  Mum- 
ford's  line ;  and  also  one  half  of  remainder  of  said  wharf, 
except   the  part  where  Joseph  Gardner's  shop  stands,  and 
the  yard   north  thereof,   the  width  of  said  shop  to  Capt. 
Mumford's  line,  which   I  reserve  to  myself;  all  which  I 
convey  and  confirm  to  my  brother,  Caleb  Carr,  his  heirs, 
&c.     2d.  I  give  my  father's  mansion  house  and  outhouse 
Adjacent,   and   the   land  adjoining  and  belonging  thereto, 
bounded  N.  on  Capt.  Ellery's  land ;  jF.,  on  land  of  my  said 
father ;  aJ?.,  on  the  street ;  and  Tf.,  on   land  now  in  posses- 
sion of  Alexander  Mason,   I  convey  to  my  brother,  John 
Carr.     8d.  I  give  the  S.  W.  corner  or  distinct  tenement  in 
which   Alexander  Mason  now  dwells,  unto  my  brother, 
Francis  CaiT.     4th.  I   give  my   sister,   Ann   Barker,  the 
one  half  or  westermost  end  of  the  new  house  built  by  my 
father,  with  one  half  the  garden  adjoining,  with  16  feet  at 
the  west  end  of  the  house,  and  twenty  feet  back  from  the 
street.     5th.  I  give  my  sister,  Patience  Carr,  the  other  half 
of  said  house  and  land.     6th.  I  give  assurance  of  all  the 
above   bequests,  provided  my  mother  have  the  use  of  all 
said  gifts  until  each  party  comes  of  age,  except  my  broth- 
er John's   mansion  house,  which  I  reserve  to  myself  until 
Alexander   Mason's  house  comes    into  my  hands,   until 
which  time  I  gmnt  my  mother  equal  privileges  in  said 
house,   and  when  the  said  parties  come  of  age,  they  shall 
pay  to  my  mother  their  proportional  part  of  ^20  per  an- 
num.    And   that  the   well  at  the  mansion  house  shall  be 
free  to  all  brothers  and  sisters,  and  that  my  mother  shall 
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have  all  the  moveables  of  the  estate,  she  paying  the  debts 
thereof  And  if  any  of  these  parties  die  without  issue^ 
then  all  the  property  shall  revert  to  me  and  my  heirs,  and 
for  the  due  performance  of  all  these  provisions,  I  bind  my- 
self in  the  penal  sum  of  £500,  N.  E.  money."  Signed^ 
Samuel  CaiT,  Aug.  26,  1715.  [Book  3,  pp.  199,  200,  201, 
203.] 

Indenture.  Thomas  Cory  and  Christopher  Lin- 
ZEY. — "Thomas  Cor}',  son  of  John,  late  of  Narragansett, 
deceased,  with  consent  of  Elizabeth  Cory,  his  mother, 
hath  Jput  himself  apprentice  to  Christopher  Linzey,  of 
Newport,  in  the  trade  of  house  carpenter  and  joiner  for  4 
years,  8  months  and  17  daj's  next  ensuing,"  &c.  Said 
Linzey  to  *neach  him  his  trade,  and  to  wiite  a  legible 
hand,  and  arithmetic  to  rule  of  three,"  and  also  to  main- 
tain and  clothe  him  and  to  dismiss  him  at  expiration  of 
the  time,"  with  two  suits  of  apparel  fit  for  work  days' and 
Sabbath.  If  the  master  die,  the  apprentice  to  be  free. 
Dec.  15.  1713.     [Book  3,  p.  238,  239.] 

Deed.  Francis  Brinley  to  Wm.  Mays. — Francis 
Brinley,  of  Newport,  "for  a  sum  of  money,"  conveys  to 
Wm.  Mays,  of  Newport,  '^one-quarter  of  an  acre  of  land 
and  house  in  Newport,  bounded  N,  by  land  of  my  sister, 
Ann  Coddington  ;  IF.,  by  land  given  to  my  cousin,  Wm. 
Coddington ;  S.  and  E.  by  the  street  lane."  Signed  by- 
Francis  Brinley  and  Hannah  Brinley.  Feb.  19,  1673-4. 
[Book  1,  p.  401.] 

Bill  of  Sale.  Nathaniel  Wilmer  to  Joseph 
Palmer. — Nathaniel  Wilmer,  of  ye  city  of  London,  mer- 
chant, now  resident  of  Boston,  for  £80,  current  money  of 
N.  E.,  gives  bill  of  sale  to  Joseph  Palmer  of  ye  city  of 
London,  Eng.,  mariner,  now  resident  of  Newport,  of  **§ 
part  of  ye  hull  of  ye  good  ship  Constant  Mary   250  tons, . 
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formerly  called  ye  Cezar,  a  French  prize  taken  by  Capt. 
Wm.  Wanton,  of  briganteen  Greyhound."  Date,  April  2, 
1703. 

Deed.  Benjamin  and  Walter  Newberry  to  Wil- 
liam Wanton. — Benjamin  Newberry  and  Walter  New- 
berry, of  Newport,  merchants,  for  five  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  convey  to  Wm.  Wanton,  of  Newport,  shipwright, 
**all  that  lot  or  parcel  of  ground,  and  is  in  breadth  forty 
feet,  more  or  less,  and  in  length  200  feet,  more  or  less, 
with  dwellings,  warehouses,  shops,  wharves,  &c.,  bounded 
E,  by  the  street  or  highway  ;  aS.,  by  land  of  Maj.  Jolin 
Coggeshall,  in  possession  of  his  son,  Joseph  Coggeshall ; 
Tf.,  by  the  sea  or  harbour ;  iV.,  by  a  lane  of  twenty  feet 
wide,  at  ye  lower  end,  over  against  the  warehouses,  laid 
open  from  ye  street  down  to  ye  sea."  Dec.  26,  1704. 
[Book  2,  p.  314.] 

Commission  to  Capt.  Thomas  Paine. — "Sir  Thomas 
Lynch,  knight,  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  Majesty's  bed 
chamber,  and  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  of 
his  Majesty's  Island  of  Jamaica  and  territories  thereon 
depending;  and  Vice  Admiral  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
James,  Duke  of  York,  in  the  American  seas.  Whereas, 
I  am  informed  there  are  several  pirates  that  have  most 
barbarously  murthured  divers  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
robbed  other  and  taken  several  vessels,  cursing  the  King, 
and  not  so  much  as  pretending  to  belong  to  any  Prince,  or 
to  have  any  commission  of  war.  These  are  therefore  to 
authorize  Capt.  Thomas  Paine,  commander  of  the  Frigate 
Pearl,  to  seize  the  said  pirate,  and  to  take,  kill  and  destroy 
the  said  pirates  and  their  ships,  provided  they  resist  and 
cannot  be  brought  in,  for  doing  which  this  shall  be  your 
warrant.  I,  likewise,  hereby  further  assure  you,  and  your 
men,  that  for  such  service  you  shall  have  all  the  favour 
they  can  expect,  or  I  render  you  and  them.     Given  under 
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my  band,  this  ISth  October,  1682.  Jamaica.  Signed, 
Tbomas  Lyncb.  By  His  Excellency  Commanding.  Hen- 
ry Harrington,  Sec.  A  true  copy.  Jobn  Sandford,  Sec." 
[Book  1,  p.  863.] 

Deed.  Gbobob  Gabdikeb  to  Nicholas  Gabdnbb. — 
Geo.  Gardiner  conveys  to  Nicbolas  Gardner  60  acres  of 
land,  bounded  S.  by  Benoni  Gardiner,  the  1000  acres  lying 
north  side  of  it,  and  the  said  land  is  to  be  laid  out  at 
the  east  of  said  George's  land.  Signed,  George  Gard- 
iner and  Tabitha  Gardiner.  Nov.  7,  1678.  [Book  1,  p* 
186.] 


OCHRE  POINT, 


THE  HOME  OF  AN  AMERICAN  JURIST. 


As  the  gay  season  advances  and  Newport's  visitors  as- 
semble, many  will  recall  the  hospitalities  of  Ochre  Point, 
the  '^touch  of  the  vanished  hand*'  of  the  great  jurist,  and 
his  vivid  descriptions  of  those  ''halcyon  days  of  the  repub- 
lic," when  Adams,  Clay,  Webster,  Pinkney,  and  Calhoun 
composed  a  rare  galaxy  of  brilliant  mhids,  whose  words  of 
wisdom  fell  upon  the  delighted  ears  of  the  young  diplo- 
matist. 

The  disciple  of  Albert  Gallatin  intimately  knew  all  the 
great  brain-workers  of  his  time,  when  in  the  pale  dawn 
of  his  own  public  career  he  twinkled  with  those  plan- 
ets in  the  political  sky,  gradually  rising  to  the  full  bril- 
liancy of  intellectual  light,  until  he  himself  shone  a  bea- 
con to  guide  the  ''Rights  of  Nations'*  over  the  uncertain 
sea  of  arbitration,  and  to  claim  for  America  the  honor  of 
giving  to  the  world  the  text:book  of  diplomacy. 

Well  does  the  writer  of  this  article  recall  a  cosy  break- 
fast party  given  to  Mr.  Lawrence  in  the  college  rooms  of 
a  Professor  of  International  Law,  at  Oxford,  when  a  ques- 
tion came  up  in  reference  to  a  point  of  law.  ''Let  us  see 
what  Lawrence's  Wheat  on  says  about  it,"  said  one  of  the 
guests,  as  he  spoke  taking  from  the  book-case  the  volume 
in  question.  "Let  us  have  an  unadulterated  opinion  from 
Lawrence  himself,"   remarked  the  host ;  "I  would  rather 
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consult  him  than  any  book,  not  even  excepting  his  own.** 
Some  yeara  after,  this  same  gentleman  dined  at  Ochre 
Point,  where  he  received  from  his  host  a  copy  of  the  first 
volume  of  his  "Commentaire  sur  les  Elements  du  di-oit  in- 
ternational et  sur  rhistoire  des  progrds  du  droit  desgenti 
de  Henry  Wheaton,"  which  had  just  been  published  by 
Brockhaus,  in  Leipzig. 

The  following  letter  shows  the  estimation  in  which  this 
NWork  is  held  by  the  highest  authority  in  France : 

Institut  Imperial  de  France,      ) 
>Acad^mie  des  Sciences,  Morales  et  Politiques.  J 

Paris,  le  19  April,  1869. 
Le  Secretaire  perpdtuel  de  TAcad^inie  ^  Monsieur  William 
Beach   Lawrence,  Ministre   Am^ricain  des   Etats-Unis 
ib  Londes,  etc. 

Monsieur  : 

L'Academie  a  regu  par  Tentremise  de  M.  Giraud  Tex- 
^mplaire  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu  lui  ofFrir  de  votre  Com" 
fnentaire  sur  les  SlSments  du  droit  international  et  sur  TAm- 
i^rie  des  progres  du  droit  des  gens  de  Henry  Wheaton. 

EUe  me  charge  de  vous  adresser  des  remerciements.  Ce 
savant  ouvrage,  dout  M.  Giraud  a  fait  Tobjet  d'on  rap- 
port verbal  ^  Tacaddmie  a  6t6  ddposd  dans  la  bibliotheque 
de  rinstitut.  . 

Agrdez,  Monsieur,  Tassuranee  de  ma  haute  considditition. 

MiGNBT. 

When  Mr.  Lawrence  visited  Berlin,  in  the  winter  of 
1869,  he  had  several  interviews  with  Prince  Bismarck^ 
who  said  to  him  :  ^^I  find  your  book  very  useful ;  I  consult 
it  continually." 

A  trunk  which  was  unfortunately  lost  by  Mr.  Lawrence 
in  one  of  his  journeys  from  Washington  to  Newport,  con- 
tained  a  Japanese  translation  of  this  work.     It  had  beea 
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presented  to  the  distinguished  juiist  by  M.  Mori,  the  then 
Minister  from  Japan  to  this  country. 

This  extract  from  a  letter  from  his  devoted  friend  and 
admirer,  M.  P.  Pradier  Fod^i-6,  shortly  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  third  volume  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  last  work,  will 
be  found  interesting  : 

^^Monsieur  et  bien  honor^  ami. 

J'ai  re^u  pour  vous  des  compliments,  des  felicitations. 
II  faut  que  vous  veniez  ^  Paris  au  mois  d*Octobre.  II  n*y  a 
pas  k  h^siter.  M.  de  Parieu,  M.  Michel-Chevalier,  M.  Gi- 
raud,  M.  M.  Cauchy,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  Fi-anck,  Caro, 
Valette,  tons  ceux  que  nous  connaissons,  M.  Guizot 
aussi ;  que  j'ai  beaucoup  vu  cet  hiver  et  ^  qui  j'ai  pr^- 
sente  votre  livre  en  votre  nom,  tons  s'^tonnent  de  votre 
eioignement  de  notre  Paris,  qui  est  toujours  le  centre  de 
la  science^  Vous  avez,  depuis  votre  depart  d'Europe,  fait 
de  beaux  travaux  de  Tautre  cdt£  de  T Atlantique ;  il  faut 
venir  les  faire  valoir  ^  Paris. 

II  est  absolument  n^cessaire  que  votre  coura,  que  vos 
notes,  vos  discoui*s,  vos  consultations  soient  publi4s,  etcela 
k  (^aris,  etc.,  etc. 

Toujours  k  vous  de  ooeur, 

P.   PBADIER-Fod^r^. 

The  following  notice  of  this  last  and  most  exhaustive 
of  Mr.  Lawrence's  works  is  from  the  Providence  Journal : 
"We  have  heretofore  noticed,  as  they  appeared,  the  vol- 
umes of  this  Commentary  on  International  Law  of  Hon. 
W.  B.  Lawrence,  of  Newport.  It  promises  to  be  the  most 
extensive  and  valuable  work  on  the  subject  that  has  yet 
appeared,  and  our  only  fear  is  that  his  plan  is  so  extensive 
that  he  will  never  live  to  complete  it.  There  is  no  man 
in  the  country  whose  mind  and  memory  are  so  well  scored 
with  all  the  knowledge  to  be  derived  from  history  and 
from  text  books,  and  we  have  here  the  results  in  profes- 
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sion."  The  words  of  the  Journal  were  prophetic;  Mr. 
Lawrence  did  not  live  to  complete  the  work  his  active 
brain  had  planned,  and  which  he  strove  anxiously  to  ac- 
complish, struggling  the  while  with  the  fatal  malady  to 
which,  for  the  last  eight  years  of  his  life,  he  was  a  victim, 
yet  with  a  valor  inherited  from  his  maternal  grandfather, 
tie  Rev.  Dr.  Beach,  a  brave  soldier  of  Christ,  who,  preach- 
ing in  his  church  at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  continued  his  sermon,  undisturbed 
by  a  ball  which  entering  the  church  passed  close  by  his 
head  and  struck  the  wall  beyond ;  so  the  undaunted  jurist, 
in  spite  of  the  progress  of  Bright*s  disease,  continued  the 
work  to  which  he  had  devoted  his  life.  But  for  the  presence 
of  this  disease,  endowed  as  he  was  by  nature  with  a  fine 
constitution,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  he  might  have 
celebrated  several  more  birthdays  in  the  golden  October, 
on  the  cliffs  of  Newport,  the  breeze  wafting  greeting  be- 
tween him  and  his  neighbor,  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  as  the 
measure  of  their  years  agreed  in  the  same  beautiful  month. 
But  for  this  he  might  have  given  to  the  world  another  vol- 
ume of  his  great  work,  and  have  also  finished  his  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  Albert  Gallatin,  upon  which  he  was  en- 
gaged when  the  approach  of  the  stem  messenger  of  death 
forced  him  to  drop  his  pen.  This  unfinished  address  was 
read  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  New  York  Historical  So- 
ciet)',  of  which  M.  Lawrence  was  one  of  the  founders. 
In  connection  with  this,  it  is  interesting  to  read  what  Mr. 
Wheaton  wrote  Mr.  Lawrence  in  1841  from  Berlin,  where 
the  former  was  then  Minister ;  < 'Since  my  last,  I  have  re- 
ceived your  review  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  pamphlet.  It  is  ex- 
cellent. I  lent  it  to  Baron  Humboldt,  who  last  evening 
spoke  to  me  of  it.  I  assure  you  he  was  no  niggard  of  his 
praise." 

In  1881  Mr.  Wheaton  writes  to  Mr.  Lawrence  from 


Ochre  Point.  87 

Loudon :  **I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  your  bank  ar- 
ticle ;  it  does  you  great  credit. 

"I  saw  your  friend  the  Marquis  de  Barbd-Marbois  in 
Paris  (Mr.  Lawrence  had  translated  into  English  Marbois' 
Louisiana).     He  retains  a  lively  recollection  of  you.'* 

Here  is  a  portion  of  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  Lawrence 
by  Mr.  Wheaton,  from  Copenhagen,  in  1828,  which  prob- 
ably refers  to  the  former's  approaching  return  to  the  Uni- 
ted States : 

^*My  Dbar  Lawbbncb:  I  received  a  letter  in  Havre, 
giving  me  the  same  intelligence  contained  in  yours  of  the 
9th  inst.  So  much  for  their  tariff.  I  regret  it  very  much 
as  it  stops  you  in  your  career  for  a  time.  You  had  entered 
upon  it  under  such  advantageous  circumstances,  that  it 
must  be  really  annoying  to  you.  But  do  not  be  discour- 
aged, the  .country  must  have  occasion  for  talent  and  expe- 
rience similar  to  yours,  and  will  sooner  or  later  put  them 
in  i*equisition. 

*^I  am  glad  you  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  Guizot  &  Co* 
I  have  read  with  the  deepest  interest  the  *'cours"  they  de- 
livered last  season,  and  should  be  happy  to  have  a  seat 
alongside  of  you  to  catch  the  living  voices  of  such  great 
men.    lis  sont  dans  la  bonne  voie. 

"What  do  you  hear  from  home  ?  If  Calhoun  is  Vice 
President,  and  Van  Buren  Governor  of  New  York,  neither 
of  them  can  be  Secretary  of  State.  Does  Mr.  Gallatin  go 
to  Brussels  ?        I  remain  always, 

"Your  sincere  and  obliged  friend, 

H.  Wheaton.*' 

This  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Stat€  confirms  Mr. 

Wheaton's  flattering  opinion  of  the  young  Charge'd'af- 

faires : 

Ashland,  9th  October,  1829. 

My  Dbab  Sib  : — ^I  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  Slat 
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August.  That  of  mine  of  the  1st  November  but  conveyed 
only  a  just  sense  the  late  President  and  myself  have  of 
the  meritorious  manner  in  which  you  had  discharged  your 
diplomatic  duties  to  our  common  country.  I  should  be 
happy  to  hear  of  you  being  employed  in  the  Senate  of 
your  State  (as  intended),  or  in  any  other  public  station, 
being  fully  persuaded  that  in  any,  you  would  render  good 
public  service.  Whether  you  remain  in  a  private,  or  be 
promoted  to  a  public  situation,  I  pray  you  be  assured  of 
the  constant  regard  and  esteem  of 

Your  faithful  servant, 

H.  Clay. 

This  letter  fi*om  Mr.  Madison  will  also  be  read  with  in- 
terest : 

"MoNTPELLiEK,  June  5th,  1832. 

"James  Madison  has  received  the  copy  of  the  Historical 
Documents  for  which  he  is  indebted  to  the  politeness  of 
Mr.  Lawrence.  The  subject  of  it  was  well  chosen  and 
has  been  well  handled.  Mr.  Lawrence  will  please  to  ac- 
cept the  thanks  due  for  the  pleasure  afforded  by  the  pe- 
rusal." 

Perhaps  no  man,  throughout  a  long  life,  ever  evinced 
more  perseverance,  industry  and  love  of  study  to  the  ab- 
sorption of  his  whole  attention,  than  did  the  owner  of 
Ochre  Point.  His  contributions  to  the  various  law  jour- 
nals and  newspapers  in  this  country  and  Europe,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  correspondence  and  his  voluminous  works,  kept 
him  busy  with  hi.H  pen  at  -all  hours,  without  regard  to 
meals  or  sleep.  He  would  frequently  arise  at  five  in  the 
morning,  and  while  writing  an  article  for  the  press,  would 
suddenly  order  his  carriage,  and  after  a  hasty  breakfiEist 
set  off  for  Boston  or  New  York.  On  one  of  these  occa- 
f  ions  going  into  his  library  in  quest  of  some  papers,  Mr. 
Lawrence  discovered  his  housemaid,  an  old  servant,  on  her 
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knees  before  a  pile  of  books  which  she  was  eagerly  exam- 
ining in  the  early  morning  light.  "What  are'you  doing?" 
he  asked.  "Looking  for  Wheaton,  sir,"  was  the  reply,  as 
with  an  Eureka  expression  of  countenance  she  held  up 
the  familiar  volume ;  "You  know  I  always  pack  up  'Whea- 
ton' with  your  shirts.'*  There  was  a  great  deal  of  inter- 
esting matter  crowded  into  the  few  years  of  Mr.  Law- 
rence's official  career  in  London — questions  which  then 
arose  gave  him  subjects  of  enquiry  for  many  succeeding 
yeara :  The  Northeastern  Boundary  Question,  those  con- 
nected with  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  the  perpetually 
vexed  subject  between  the  United  States  and  England,  the 
Fishery  Question,  all  came  up  while  Mr.  Lawrence  was  in 
London  with  Mr.  Gallatin.  It  was  exceedingly  flattering 
to  the  young  Secretary  of  twenty-eight  to  be  considered 
by  this  Gamaliel  of  diplomacy,  worthy  to  be  left  in  charge 
of  the  Legation  while  such  important  negotiations  were 
pending. 

* 'Scarce  was  the  April  of  his  life  begun, 
When  anxious  to  immortalize  his  name, 

Pleasure  and  soft  repose  he  learnt, 
And  laboring  upward  sought  the  mounts  of  fame." 

He  was  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  in  the  same 
year  in  which  Jefferson  died,  when  Calhoun  was  in  the 
Senate,  John  Quincy  Adams,  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  Henry  Clay,  Secretary  of  State,  the  latter 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Lawrence  his  appointment  of  Secreta- 
ry of  Legation  to  the  Court  of  London,  to  which  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  Minister.  Mr.  Lawrence  succeeded  Mr. 
John  A.  King,  to  whom  by  a  singular  coincidence,  he  bore 
quite  a  strong  resemblance,  which  likeness  increased  with 
years.  As  Gov.  Lawrence  lay  in  his  sick  bed,  many  of 
bis  visitors  remarked  how  much  he  looked  like  the  late 
Gov.  King. 

The  year  1826,  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  left  their 
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native  shore  for  a  residence  in  London,  was  an  important 
era  in  other  worlds  beside  that  of  politics.  Mme.  Mali-- 
bran  had  just  then  risen  in  the  operatic  horizon  in  New 
York.  Mre.  Lawrence,  who  was  as  passionately  fond  of 
music  as  her  husband  was  indifferent  to  it,  had  the  delight 
of  assisting  at  the  d^bfit  of  the  great  singer,  and  also  of 
hearing  M me.  Malibran  the  fii*dt  time  she  appeared!  n  Lon- 
don. 

When  Mr.  Lawrence  arrived  in  London,  d'Israeli  had 
made  his  mark  as  a  novelist,  and  Vivian  Gray  was  attract- 
ing general  attention.  Little  did  the  American  diplomat- 
ist imagine  that  the  young  author  of  this,  many  think  his 
best  book,  was  destined  later  as  Premier  of  England  to 
sway  its  destinies.  Although  Mr.  Lawrence  rarely  cared 
for  novels,  he  took  much  interest  in  Lord  Beaconsfield^s 
last  work,  recogaiziiig  in  the  characters  of  ^-Endymion" 
many  personages  he  had  known  in  Europe. 

It  is  to  be  deplored  that  Mr.  Lawrence  had  not  appoint- 
ed a  literary  executor  to  take  charge  of  his  valued  corre- 
spondence extending  through  nearly  half  a  century,  and 
including  autograph  letters  from  leading  American  and 
European  statesmen  and  authoi*s.  The  advice  of  the 
prophet  Isaiah  is  too  often  neglected  until  too  late :  **Set 
thy  house  in  order,  for  thou  must  die."  Considering  the 
value  that  Mr.  Lawrence  attached  to  his  papers  and  how 
the  servants  at  Ochre  Point  were  at  all  times  charged  to 
respect  the  literary  confusion  which  reigned  in  the  rooms 
in  which  the  author  worked,  **never  to  touch  a  paper,'*  it 
would  seem  doubly  strange  that  no  provision  should  have 
been  made  for  the  preservation  of  the  immense  mass  of 
valuable  manuscript  left  at  Ochre  Point. 

Mr.  liawrence  was  married  early  in  life  to  a  daughter  of 
Archibald  Gracie,   ^^that  grand  old  man,"  as  the  late  Dr. 
Francis  calls  him  in  his  "Old  Merchants  of  New  York.** 
Mrs.  Lawrence's  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Moses  Rogerst 
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of  New  York,  whose  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Fitch, 
Chief  Justice  of  Connecticut,  and  Governor  of  that  State 
from  1754  to  1766.  Gov.  Fitch's  grandfather,  Thomas 
Fitch,  a  son  of  Wm.  Fitch,  M.  P.,  came  from  Kent  county, 
England,  to  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1639,  and  removed  in  1651 
to  Norwalk.  Conn.,  where  the  family  continued  to  reside 
for  several  generations.  Mr.  Lawrence's  ancestors  found- 
ed Newtown,  Long  Island,  about  the  time  that  the  first 
Thomas  Fitch  came  to  Connecticut.  As  Mr.  Lawrence 
often  remarked,  ^^Only  American  blood  had  flowed  in  the 
veins  of  his  ancestors  for  two  hundred  years."  The  great 
jurist  has  also  another  claim  to  be  considered  essentially 
American ;  he  was  born  in  the  same  year  that  Congress 
sat  for  the  first  time  in  Washington,  and  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  father  of  the  President  who  appointed 
him  Secretary  of  Legation,  so  that  his  life  is  closely  con- 
nected with  that  of  the  two  Adams.' 

Mr.  Lawrence  was  graduated  at  an  early  age  from  CJo- 
lumbia  College,  New  York,  and  from  thence  went  to  the 
Law  School  at  Litchfield,  but  his  health  giving  way  from 
too  close  application  to  study,  he  was  sent  by  his  parents 
to  travel  through  thelSouth  in  his  own  carriage.  Though 
enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the  rich  planters,  going  from 
one  plantation  to  another,  made  much  of  in  society,  the 
studious  youth  of  nineteen  writes  to  his  mother  from  a 
house  full  of  company  :  "I  am  getting  stronger  every  day ; 
I  want  to  get  back  to  Litchfield  as  soon  as  possible.'' 

Mr.  Lawrence,  however,  always  retained  an  agreeable 
impression  of  this  southern  journey,  where,  yet  in  his  teenSf 
he  visited  Mr.  Calhoun,  Poinsett,  Pinkney  and  other  no- 
ted men  of  the  day.  A  year  later  he  was  in  Washington 
listening  to  Pinkney's  speech  on  the  Missouri  Compromise 
bill,  preparing  himself  for  his  future  career.  A  good  pic- 
ture of  Mr.  Lawrence  was  taken  about  this  time.  It  hung 
in  the  library  at  Ochre  Point. 
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At  the  time  of  his  second  visit  to  Rome,  very  manj 
years  after  the  first,  Mr.  Lawrence's  friends  urged  him  ta 
sit  to  Story  or  Rogers  for  a  bust.  It  was  a  pity  that  th& 
distinguished  jurist  should  have  neglected  this  opportunL 
ty  to  allow  his  features  to  be  retained  worthily  in  marble. 

For  several  years  there  hung  in  one  of  the  rooms  at 
Ochre  Point,  a  large  picture  by  Trumbull,  which  repre- 
sents a  handsome  child  of  four  years  of  age,  playing  with 
a  dog,  around  which  she  has  thrown  one  dimpled  arm. 
Her  India  muslin,  short-waisted  frock,  leaves  the  white^ 
blue-veined  shoulders  bare,  the  cheeks  are  bright  with 
health  and  exercise,  the  little  red  morocco-shod  feet  are 
firmly  planted  on  the  ground,  and  the  dark  eyes  look  up 
sweetly  from  under  a  wealth  of  brown  hair.  This  is  little 
Miss  Gracie  (afterwards  Mrs.  Lawrence)  in  her  child- 
hood's summer  home  near  Hellgate,  all  traces  of  which,  as 
well  as  of  the  family  mansion  at  the  Battery,  are  fast  dis- 
appearing in  the  march  of  timeand  of  city  improvements. 
In  like  manner  the  rapid  changes  in  Newport  will  no 
doubt  smooth  away  the  natural  features  of  the  Cliffs  as 
well  as  its  old  associations. 

As  the  absence  of  one  sense  increases  the  acuteness  of 
others,  Mr.  Lawrence,possessing  no  ear  for  music,  little  for 
art,  found  no  distraction  from  the  study  to  which  he  devo- 
ted himself  through  life.  While  the  soft  spring  breezes  and 
the  delicious  odor  of  violets  drew  most  of  the  visitors  iD 
Rome  to  the  lovely  grounds  of  the  Villa  Borghese,  Mr. 
Lawrence  was  sitting  daily  in  one  of  the  chapels  of  a  great 
cathedral,  patiently  listening  to  one  dull  sermon  after  an- 
other for  tiie  sole  purpose  of  perfecting  himself  in  Italian. 
While  the  angelic  strains  of  the  Miserere  were  penetra- 
ting the  inmost  recesses  of  other  hearers'  hearts,  and  leav- 
ing in  them  an  echo  which  even  through  the  long  aisles 
of  the  Time,  the  mention  of  the  Sistine  Chapel,  will  cause 
to  vibrate*  Mr.  Lawrence  was  thinking  of  his  approaching 
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interview  with  Cardinal  Antonelli,  or  recalling  to  mind 
a  recent  conversation  with  Pio  Nono,  when  that  amiable 
pontiff  hoped  ,the  great  jurist  had  enjoyed  the  recent  car- 
nival, which  that  year  had  been  particularly  biilliaut. 
"You  saw  no  signs  of  discontent,  no  confusion  among  my 
people?"  he  eagerly  asked.  "No,"  replied  the  American 
diplomatist,  "everything  was  perfectly  tranquil."  In 
speaking  afterwards  of  this  conversation  to  his  guests  at 
Ochre  Point,  Mr.  Lawrence  said  :  "I  did  not  say  to  His 
Holiness  that  this  tranquillity  on  the  part  of  the  Romans 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  French  soldiers  were  at  the  cor- 
ners of  all  the  streets."  France  had  just  driven  out  the 
Austriaus,  and  Victor  Emmanuel  and  Gambetta  had  not 
yet  united  Italy  and  limited  the  power  of  the  Vatican. 

Mr.  Lawrence  was  wont  laughingly  to  remark  :  *'That 
he  might  in  his  youth  have  made  a  dancer,  as  he  rather 
liked  the  exercise,  but  for  the  music  which  always  put  him 
out."  It  put  him  out  very  much  one  evening  in  Paris,  an 
occasion  to  which  in  convei'sation  with  his  friends  at  Ochre 
Point,  he  often  referred.  A  dilettante  friend  of  the  jurist 
had  invited  him  to  meet  such  an  incongruous  assemblage 
of  authors,  artists,  and  celebrities  of  all  kinds,  that,  as  at 
the  Hotel  Cluny,  a  catalogue  would  have  been  desirable. 
There  were  men  and  women  of  all  parties  and  countries, 
an  Irish  agitator,  Southern  States  rights  men,  a  bi-metallic 
currency  pamphleteer,  a  would-be  founder  of  an  Interna- 
tional Mining  Co.  There  was  the  successful  competitor 
for  the  last  Prix  de  Rome,  and  a  '*hope  deferred"  heart- 
sick genius,  who  had  finally  succeeded  in  getting  a  pic- 
ture into  the  Salon  ;  there  was  a  brilliant  young  American 
prima  donna  just  then  the  rage  in  Paris  ;  there  were  poets, 
men  of  letters  ;  in  fact,  a  rare  collection  of  noted  names 
in  all'departments.  M.  Thiers  was  there,  Littr^,  Drouin  de 
L'Huys,  Michel  Chevalier,  M.  Dupin,  Ex-President  Pierce, 
Mr.  Motley  with  his  daughter,  now  the  wife  of  Sir  Vernon 
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Harcourt.  There  was  Mr.  Preston  with  his  handsome  wife, 
and  a  host  of  others  more  or  less  distinguished  for  talent  or 
beauty.  While  Mr.  Lawrence  in  a  group  of  "kindred  souls" 
was  *'living  over"  the  past,  recalling  the  weighty  business 
of  state  which  had  fallen  upon  his  shoulderp,  when,  upon 
the  return  to  the  United  States  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  the  young 
Secretary  was  left  Charg^  d'Affaires  in  London  ;  in  the 
midst  of  a  particularly  interesting  conversation,  the  notes 
of  an  exquisite  voice  drew  the  attention  of  some  of  those 
around  Mr.  Lawrence,  who,  unlike  himself,  happened  to 
have  "music  in  their  souls,"  and  the  agreeable  evening  was 
quite  spoilt  for  the  jurist  and  statesman  by  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  literary  recueil  choisi  to  listen  to  the  rare 
music  which,  to  him,  was  only  an  annoyance.  The 
French  Court  was  then,  in  all  its  brilliancy.  Mr.  Lawrence 
was  much  struck  with  tlie  grace  and  .majesty  of  the  Em- 
press. 

Going  over  to  England,  Mr.  Lawrence  was  presented 
to  Queen  Victoria.  He  was  present  at  an  interesting  de- 
bate in  Parliament  where  some  of  the  members  in  the 
"heat  of  argument"  practically  carried  out  Lord  Palmers- 
ton's  remark,  that  "man  is  by  nature  a  quarrelsome  ani- 
mal" and  often  forgot  the  suaviter  in  modo  quite  as 
much  as  do  our  own  legislators.  He  there  renewed  his 
old  friendship  with  Sir  John  Bowring,  who  had  been  one 
of  his  associates  at  the  Political  Economy  Club  when  Mr. 
Lawrence  resided  in  London.  4 

Mr.  Lawrence  had  also  the  pleasure  of  again  seeing  Sir 
Henry  Holland,  the  Queen's  physician,  who  had  attended 
the  youthful  Secretary  of  Legation  when  too  close  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  office  had  brought  on  a  severe  Ul- 
ness. 

Some  dozen  years  later,  Mr.  Lawrence  again  visited 
Europe  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  idt 
the  publication   in   Leipzig  of  his  late  work.     It  was 
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this  time,  his  mind  being  occupied  with  the  question  of 
what  constitutes  the  validity  of  a  foreign  marriage,  that 
he  assisted  at  the  marriage  in  Paris  of  his  young  country- 
woman, a  New  York  heiress,  with  an  Italian  nobleman, 
and  gave  the  contracting  parties  the  benefit  of  his  advice 
in  the  all  important  question.  He  was  also  consulted 
by  the  gmndfather  of  the  bride  as  to  the  disposition  by 
will,  of  a  large  estate.  Mr.  Lawrence  told  the  American 
millionaire  that  he  ought  most  unquestionably  to  divide 
his  property  equally  between  his  two  childi-en,  and  thus 
avoid  any  possible  chance  for  unpleasant  feeling  between 
them  or  of  bitter  memories  of  their  father  after  his  death ; 
that  having  seen  and  deplored  the  evils  resulting  from 
family  estrangement,  he  thought  in  the  interest  of  all  par- 
ties a  parent  would  do  wisely  to  treat  his  sons  and  daugh- 
ters exactly  alike,  and  thus  endeavor  to  secure  family  har- 
mony beyond  all  peradventure. 

In  alluding  to  the  happy  result  of  this  conversation,  the 
granddaughter  of  the  testator,  in  a  letter  to  the  writer  of 
this  article,  adds:  ^^We  cannot  sufficiently  thank  Gov. 
Lawrence  for  his  kindness  and  excellent  advice,"  etc. 

An  interesting  volume  might  have  been  made  of  the 
guests  at  Ochre  Point  if  each  visitor  had  been  requested 
to  write  his  or  her  name  in  a  book,  with  an  original  sen- 
tence or  apt  quotation.  Mr.  Lawrence  rarely  dined  with- 
out one  or  more  guests  in  addition  to  the  members  of  his 
own  family.  His  hospitality  was  *like  his  reputation,  in- 
ternational ;  he  liked  to  collect  the  best  talkers  to  partake 
of  the  best  wines  and  the  best  cuisine. 

Believing  that  an  artist  should  never  be  interfered  with 
in  any  way,  Mr.  Lawrence  allowed  his  chef,  carte  blanche, 
and  the  '*crumbs  which  fell  from  the  rich  man's  table" 
were  converted  into  pretty  substantial  *4oaves  and 
fishes"  by  the  kitchen  cabinet  of  the  jurist. 

It  was  a  curious  coincidence,  that  in  the  same  year,  and 
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within  a  few  months  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  his 
opponents  in  the  two  suits  which  had  become  famous  in 
legal  annals  should  have  also  passed  away :  Richard  Dana, 
who  helped  himself  to  the  jurist's  learning,  without  giving 
the  author  credit  for  the  same,  and  Richard  Staigg,  the 
artist,  with  whom  the  eminent  author  disputed  for  years 
the  possession  of  a  lot  at  Ochre  Point,  which  was  alter- 
nately assigned  now  to  the  plaintiff,  now  to  the  defendant. 

Another  noted  person  who  has  died  within  the  year  and 
who  was  a  frequent  guest  at  Ochre  Point,  was  that  lion  of 
the  law,  Judge  Stoughton.  Now  that  his  splendid  head 
is  bowed  in  the  dust,  and  his  pei^suasive  eloquence  is 
stilled  forever,  both  come  back  forcibly  to  the  mind  of 
one  who  assisted  at  a  dinner,  when  also  the  bright,  win- 
ning smile  of  Christine   Nilsson  was  an  attractive  feature. 

It  would  seem  singular  in  view  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  dis- 
like for  music,  that  the  ^^queen  of  song"  should  ever  hare 
been  one  of  the  guests  at  Ochre  Point.  She  was  invited 
in  compliment  to  Judge  and  Mrs.  Stoughton,  with  whom 
she  was  then  staying ;  and  when  she  come,  her  charming 
manner  and  conversation  made  even  the  great  singer  for- 
gotten in  the  attractive  woman  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Lawrence  had  met  at  the  house  of  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote,  in  Bristol,  England,  Miss  Carpenter,  the  Eng- 
lish prison  reformer,  and  when  this  lady  came  to  Newport» 
a  charming  lunch  party  was  given  in  her  honor 
at  Ochre  Point,  at  which  were  present  Charlotte 
Cushman,  Mrs.  Julia  Ward  Howe,  Mi*8.  and  Miss  Par- 
nell,  mother  and  sister  of  the  agitator ;  Professor  and 
Mrs.  Botts,  etc.  A  few  days  after  this,  Miss  Carpenter, 
introduced  by  the  Rev.  Charles  T.  Brooks,  gave  an  ad- 
dress on  her  specialty  in  the  Unitarian  church  at  Newport. 
The  matter  was  extremely  interesting,  but  the  manner 
was  like   that  of  most  English  speeches,  marred  by  hesi- 
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tancy  of  speech.  Mr.  Lawrence,  who  was  present,  re- 
marked to  a  friend,  that  this  defect  is  especially  noticea- 
ble to  an  American  attending  the  Parliamentary  sessions 
in  London. 

With  his  old  friend  and  neighbor,  Mr.  Charles  Lyman, 
of  Boston,  Mr.  Lawrence  enjoyed  talking  over  their  early 
reminiscences  of  Rome,  they  having  been  there  together 
at  a  time  when  Americans  were  more  in  favor  in  the 
Eternal  City  than  they  are  now. 

When '  Mr.  Lyman  was  about  to  leave  Newport  for  his 
^winter  home,  as  he  bade  farewell  to  the  jurist  of  Ochre 
Point,  the  latter  pressing  his  old  friend's  hand,  said,  sadly  : 
•*'It  is  for  the  last  time.'*  They  never  met  again.  Mr. 
Lawrence  died  the  following  March,  and  Mr.  Lyman  only 
jsurvived  him  a  few  weeks. 

Now  while  these  lines  are  being  penned,  the  bell  of 
•*'01d  Trinity"  is  tolling  for  the  death  of  one  of  Newport's 
most  honored  citizens — the  univei^sally  esteemed  Dr.  Da- 
vid King  is  no  more.  For  many  yeara  he  was  the  family 
physician  at  Ochre  Point,  and  highly  valued  there  socially 
.as  well  as  professionally. 

With  Mr.  Elbert  J.  Anderson,  like  himself  for  many 
years  past  a  resident  of  Newport,  Mr.  Lawrence  enjoyed 
talking  over  their  early  years  in  New  York,  where  both 
were  born  in  the  same  year  and  in  the  same  street.  Their 
politics  and  associations  were  the  same,  their  families  had 
been  intimate,  and  their  tastes  being  in  many  respects 
congenial,  made  each  find  much  pleasure  in  the  society  of 
the  other. 

As  the  old  homestead  is  passing  from  the  ground  to 
make  room  for  the  palatial  residence  of  the  present  own- 
er of  Ochre  Point,  another  homestead  is  darkened  by  the 
death  of  the  truest  friend  of  the  jurist  of  the  Clifif,  the 
honored  guest  of  Ochre  Point,  whose  name  was  a  house- 
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hold  world  there — Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potter.  **Honorable"  he 
was  in  the  fullest  sense — his  pure,  useful  life,  in  its  bright 
example,  was  more  eloquent  than  any  sermon.  He  was* 
followed  to  the  grave  by  sincere  mourners  from  all  parts 
of  the  State  ;  men  and  women  of  every  station,  from  the 
highest  functionary  down  to  the  most  obscure  member  of 
the  community,  mingled  their  teai-s  for  the  loss  of  thi& 
good  man.  In  his  beautiful,  refined  home,  loving  hands- 
keep  with  tender  care  each  object  which  has  grown  saored. 
to  them  by  his  use.     His  study  remains  just  as  he  left  it. 

''There  sat  he — yet  those  chairs  no  sense  retain — 
And  busy  recollection  smarts  in  vain; 
Tlie  place  that  knew  him,  knows  liis  form  no  more, 
Not  one  dear  footstep  tunes  the  unconscious  floor." 

And  )'et   with  that  vague  feeling  with  which  survivors 
try    to  cheat  themselves  into  a   belief  that  all  is  but  a- 
dream,   they   wish  to   believe  that  **he  is  coming  home.'*" 
Home  indeed  he  comes  often  to  the  hearts  where  his  mem- 
ory is  enshrined. 

The  name  of  Potter  is  an  historic   one  ;  the  father  of 
Judge  Potter  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  representa- 
tive of  his  State  in  Congress.     When  Daniel  Webster  was 
asked,  on  one  occasion,  if  he  knew  anything  of  the  town 
of  Kingstown,  in  Rhode  Island,  he  replied,  "Of  course  I 
know   Kingstown,  Elisha  R.  Potter  comes  from  there." 
The  Elisha  R.  Potter  who  died  April  10th,  1882,  in  Kings- 
ton (as  it  is  now  called)  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  was- 
well  known  as  a  scholar  and  man  of  letters,  but  still  more 
so  as  a  judge.    He  served  his  State  well  on  the  Supreme 
Bench,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1856,  and  retained  the* 
office  until  he  died. 

For   more  than  thirty  years  Judge  Potter  was  the  inti- 
mate friend   of  Gov.    Lawrence,  who  would  be  quite  in— 
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dignaat  if  the  judge  ever  stayed  anywhere  but  at  Ochre 
Point  when  the  court  satin  Newport.  It  was  unfortunate 
that  his  own  illness  kept  this  disinterested,  true  friend 
from  the  bedside  of  the  dying  jurist.  Almost  the  last 
words  of  Mr.  Lawrence  were  those  of  an  affectionate 
message  he  sent  to  Judge  Potter. 

Visits  from  President  Welling  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege, Washington,  from  Mr.  Justice  Field  and  Mrs. 
Field,  from  Senator  Stevenson,  from  the  Hon.  John 
E.  Ward  and  Mrs.  Ward,  and  from  Professor  Wharton, 
of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  were  among  the  pleasures  to 
which  Gov.  Lawrence  looked  forward  each  summer. 
General  Warren—  *'ce  brave  Warren,*'  as  the  Comte  de 
Paris  calls  him  in  his  history  of  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion— was  also  a  frequent  visitor  of  Gov.  Lawrence ;  so 
also  was  General  Crawford,  who  knew  the  old  homestead 
well  in  its  days  of  sadness  and  bereavement  as  in  its  fes- 
tive hours.  Ex-Minister  Washburn  and  tho  Hon.  Wick- 
ham  Hoffman  gave  at  Mr.  Lawrence's  dinner  table  graph- 
ic accounts  of  the  exciting  events  they  witnessed  in  their 
official  career  in  Paris.  Eugene  Schuyler,  the  polyglot 
diplomatist,  who  writes  a  clever  book  and  learns  a  lan- 
guage in  each  country  to  which  he  is  accredited, 
was,  with  his  wife,  a  visitor  at  Ochre  Point  during 
the  late  days  of  its  hospitality.  Mr.  Schuyler  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Mr.  Lawrence's  old  friend  -and 
connection  by  marriage,  the  late  Charles  King.  At 
many  a  dinner  party  of  the  jurist,  Senator  Anthony's 
handsome  face  was  seen  and  his  pleasant  tones  mingled 
with  those  of  men  of  all  parties  and  from  every  part  of 
the  Union,  interspersed  with  those  of  members  of  the  dip- 
lotqatic  corps.  Besides  these  there  flit  aorods  the  kaleido- 
acopic  glass  of  memory,  faces  and  forms  of  the  world's 
honored  ones,  now  gathered  to  their  fathei's:  Charles 
Sumner,   Jared  Sparks,   Caleb   Cushing,   Robert  Walsh, 
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Chief  Justices  Redfield,  Clifford,  Burgess,  Generals  Burn- 
side  and  Sherman.  Another  of  Newport's  distinguished 
sons,  often  a  guest  at  Ochre  Point,  was  the  late  Capt, 
Kidder  Randolph  Breese,  an  ornament  to  his  profession, 
the  pride  and  joy  of  his  family.  With  the  subsequent  com- 
mandants of  the  Torpedo  Station,  Mr.  Lawrence  was  also 
in  the  habit  of  exchanging  hospitalities.  He  frequently 
remarked  upon  the  great  addition  to  the  society  of  New- 
port which  this  branch  of  the  service  has  brought  here, 
and  upon  the  discrimination  of  the  "powers  that  be"  in 
Washington  in  sending  to  this  station  officers  so  admira- 
bly fitted  for  the  position. 

Tlie  Marquis  de  Chambrun,  a  descendant  of  Lafayette, 
and  the  author  of  Le  Pouvoir  ex6cutif  aux  Etats-Unis, 
Etude  de  droit  constitutionel,"  passed  many  houra  in  the 
library  at  Ochre  Point  every  summer,  talking  with  the 
jurist  on  topics  of  mutual  interest.  The  Marquis  de 
Noailles,  when  French  Minister  at  Washington,  spent  his 
summers  in  Newport,  and  often  found  his  way  to  Ochre 
Point.  One  morning  when  Mr.  Lawrence  was  deeply 
engaged  in  the  preparation  of  his  great  argument  in  the 
Circassian  case,  which  reversed  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  procured  him  compliments  from  the  late  Judge 
Nelson,  with  the  more  practicable  result  in  the  fee  of  #40,- 
000  in  gold ;  in  the  midst  of  extreme  literary  con  fusion , 
when  tables  and  every  chair  were  covered  with  books  and 
papers,  Count  Corti  and  Marquis  de  Noailles  entered  un- 
expectedly. Mr.  Lawrence,  a  little  confused,  was  about 
to  make  apologies  for  the  state  of  the  apartment,  when 
tlie  Marquis  de  Noailles  interrupted  him  with  the  apt  quo- 
tation of  the  French  poet : 

C'Soavent  d'ao  beau  d^sordre,  ratt  est  le  seal  aateur.") 

It  is  worthy  of  comment  that  Gen.  McClellan  and  Hon. 
George  H.  Pendleton,  though  so  closely  connected  in  pol- 
itics, never  actually   met  until   they   dined  together  at 
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Ochre  Point.  Mr.  Lawrence  often  gallantly  remarked  to 
the  accomplished  wife  of  his  brother  Democrat,  that  he 
had  sold  her  a  portion  of  Ochre  Point  at  a  baigain,  for  the 
sake  of  having  such  a  delightful  neighbor. 

The  great  rise  in  real  estate  at  Newport  of  late  years, 
makes  it  seem  almost  incredible  to  present  purchasers  that 
Mr.  Lawrence  should  have  paid  the  absurdly  small  sum  of 
912,000   for  his  original  69  acres,  which  once  made  a  part 
of  the   Taylor  farm.     Mr.  Lawrence  bought  his  land  of 
John  Wilbur,  who  had  purchased   it  of  Nicholas  Taylor, 
who  inherited  it  from  his  father,  Robert  Taylor.     Robert 
Taylor   bought  it  from  Godfrey  Malbone,  the  grandfather 
of  the  famous  miniature  painter,  whose  exquisite  pictures 
of  '*The  Hours*'  is  the  pride  of  the  Athenaeum  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.     This  land    made  part  of  the  original  grant 
assigned   in  1640  to  one   Bra^sie.     Tt  was   supposed   at 
one   time   that  a  gold   mine   existed  on    Ochre    Point. 
When    Mr.   Lawrence  purchased  his  estate,  he  calltd  it 
Ochre  Point,  out  of  compliment  to  the  ochre  which  forms 
the  distinctive  feature  of  that  part  of  the  CliflFs. 

It  was  a  great  grief  to  the  owner  of  Ochre  Point,  that 
he  was  not  permitted  to  breathe  his  last  in  his  own  house. 
When  he  left  home,  ill  as  he  was,  he  did  not  expect  to  die 
in  an  hotel.  To  the  last  he  longed  for  his  library  and  his 
large  airy  apartn^ents.  Within  a  few  weeks  of  his  death, 
he  said  repeatedly  to  his  faithful  nurse:  '^Powers,  do  you 

think  you  could  get  me  back  to  Newport?"     Alas,  it  was 
not  to  be  I 

Yet   although    the   home  of  the  American   jurist,  like 

himself,   is   no  more  ;  though  its  Lares  and  Penates  have 

been  scattered  by  the  auctioneer's  hammer  and  Qucero  in 

ventOy  is  now  the  reading  of  the  family  motto  of  ^^Qaoero 

Jnvenioy"  so   well  suited  to  the  man  who  in  his  busy  life 

might  have  asked  with  General  Hoche,  ^*Trouvez*moi  con* 

tie  la  fatigue  un  remade  qui  ne  soit  pas  le  repos,"  although 
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the  voi'v  namo  as  well  as  the  character  of  Ochre  Point  majr 
«lmii(i[u  with  the  tcostes  of  its  new  occupants,  yet  like  Cio- 
or()*H  Tusciilum,  even  though  it  may  bear  its  old  name  no 
longer,  Oohre  Point  must  ever  be  associated  with  the  fame 
of  the  author  who  lived  and  worked  there.  In  future 
yoarn  (ho  sad  soa  wave  will  continue  to  moan  a  requiem 
over  the  departed  glory  of  the  jurist's  home,  the  foaming 
billow  perchance  dashing  an  angry  protest  against  the  new 
«e.i-f<'(r//,  while  washing  the  mighty  rock,  in  the  bosom  of 
which  sparkle  like  gems  the  sun-kissed  mica,  will  send  on 
tho  wild  wind  manv  a  wail  for  the  death  of  one  who  was 
always  too  busy  with  his  own  works  for  time  or  inclination 
to  intorfi'ro  with  the  works  of  nature,  or  pretend  to  eon- 
i\\A  tho  limits  of  mighty  ocean.  ''Tout  casse,  tout  laaaie, 
tout  passo** — htMuos  aro  broken  up,  great  men  pass  away  ; 
only  natuiv  riMuains  firm  in  its  indestructible  position, 
working  out  its  own  givat  h\ws.  The  brush  of  the  wiug 
of  tho  dost  roving  angol  overturns  the  inkstands  of  bril- 
liant autlun^i,  but  the  ocean  remains  ever  fulU  and  the 
gixv-u  ''author  of  tho  univer>e**  continues  to  write  upon 
his  ivoks  witii  his  wavos,  the  mvsterious  characten  from 
which  s\Monoo  would  rt*ad  the  record  of  earth's  exist- 
c^nct".  Natuiv  furnishes  monuments  to  the  memoiy 
4>f  hot  giftod  sons:  iMso.-ite  granite  encloses  in  the  House 
%>f  iht^  L.^aI  ^wh^nv  th:^  s  r\  of  ho.iven  I«i.>ks  iu  mellotred 
l;,cht  thtxMigh  the  st.^inod  glass  window"^,  sweet  and  reT- 
e;vnt  thoughts  of  OhAuuing*  the  man  who«  while  on  earth» 
cvMtuuually  ''Livked  fixnu  nature  up  to  nature's  God.** 
*'IIangi)\jf  Kivk*'  ixvcills  Berkeley^  and  his  name  and 
vcr^ac^*  an!»  rvivhvHsi  in  Xow|\>:fs  Paiadise,  while 

Kw«  *C^  th*  nvlTji  at  iVhw  Point,  overlookii^  that 
%v^va«i  which  IsMV  th^  gx^N^t  jurist  *  works  fiom  the  New 
Worid   to  ih*  O'd.  will  i>^\>all  the  name  of  Wm,  B.  Law- 
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rence,  the  American  jurist.  Perchftnce,  a  future  Kent, 
smoking  his  cigar  upon  the  Newport  ClifPs  and  meditating 
over  the  germ  of  a  commentary  which  he  fondly  hopes 
may  prove  to  the  world  that  talent  is  sometimes  heredita- 
ry, as  he  gazes  over  the  villa-dotted  expanse  of  Ochre 
Point,  may  draw  inspiration  from  the  path  so  often  trod 
by  the  author  of  the  "Law  of  Nations.*' 

Ere  the  winds  of  time  and  change  shall  have  completely 
scattered  all  traces  of  the  old  homestead  ;  ere  its  memory 
shall  have  become  to  the  world  in  general  as  "the  baseless 
fabric  of  a  dream,"  these  leaves  of  recollection  are  gath- 
ered from  Ochre  Point  and  tied  with  golden  threads  of 
memory  of  another  life  which  is  also  closely  connected 
with  the  same  spot ;  connected  with  the  flowers  and  trees 
he  planted,  with  the  grounds  he  beautified,  while  the  ju- 
rist was  increasing  the  treasures  of  his  library  and  adding 
to  his  literary  fame.  Memories  of  one  who  contributed  to 
the  reputation  of  the  great  jurist,  his  father,  by  relieving 
him  of  the  cares  of  life,  and  thus  allowing  the  author  to 
devote  his  time  and  attention  to  literary  pursuits.  Like 
his  father,  \Vm.  B.  Lawrence,  Jr.,  graduated  with  distinc- 
tion at  an  early  age  from  Columbia  College,  N.  Y.  He 
then  read  law  in  the  oflBue  of  the  late  James  W.  Gerard, 
for  whom  he  always  cherished  a  warm  regard  and  admira- 
tion. While  his  father  filled  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island,  Wm.  B.  Lawrence,  Jr.  was  attach- 
ed to  the  Governor's  staff.  He  afterwards  visited  Eu- 
i-ope,  was  presented  at  the  several  Courts,  and  availed 
himself  of  the  many  advantages  which  he  enjoyed  as  the 
son  of  the  American  jurist.  He  also,  like  his  father,  turn- 
ed from  the  path  of  pleasure  in  his  early  manhood  and 
plunged  into  the  serious  business  of  life.  His  fine  legal 
abilities  were  of  great  assistance  to  Gov.  Lawrence  in  the 
numerous  law  suits  in  which  the  latter  was  continually 
engaged. 
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It  was  the  sad  fate  of  this  unselfish,  true-hearted  man, 
to  die  quite  alone.  He  had  risen  from  a  sick  bed  to  go  to 
Newport  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  some  matters  in 
Ochre  Point,  the  family  being  in  Europe.  Hastening  back 
to  New  York,  where  business  called  him,  he  was  overta- 
ken on  the  way  by  death.  A  man  of  refined  tastes  and 
cultivated  mind,  he  spent  his  ample  means  in  surrounding 
himself  with  books  and  in  contributing  to  the  pleasure 
and   improvement   of  those   around  him. 

It  seems  surprising  to  many  that  Wm.  Beach  Lawrence, 
a  New  Yorker  by  birth  and  education,  a  life-long  Demo- 
crat, should  have  abandoned  his  native  State  with 
which  his  political  principles  were  in  accordance, 
to  take  up  his  residence  in  a  State  so  obstinately 
Republican  as  Rhode  Island,  so  conservative  in  its  tenden- 
cies and  prerogatives,  that  a  citizenship  of  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  hardly  prevented  the  jurist  of  Ochre 
Point  from  being  considered  a  *'new  comer"  in  Rhode 
Island. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Lawrence's  "Disabilities 
of  American  Women  Married  Abr()ad*'caused  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  York  to  alter  the  property  law  of  the  State. 
Mr.  Lawrence  tried  in  vain  to  persuade  the  Rhode  Island 
Legislature  to  permit  married  women  to  act  as  executors 
of  a  will;  but  although  his  eloquence  was  powerless  with 
that  body,  though  its  politics  were  advei*se  to  him,  he 
clung  to  the  State  of  his  adoption.  He  died  a  resident  of 
Rhode  Isand.  His  last  public  act  was  to  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  in  Newport  the  day  he  left  Ochre  Point  for- 
ever. 

With  its  limits  this  sketch  simply  pictures  the  ju- 
rist as  host  and  author  seated  among  his  books,  or  with  his 
guests  in  his  dining  room  regaling  them  with  his  remi- 
niscences, some  of  which  are  collected  in  these  pages. 
Mr.   Lawrence   was  urged  a  few  years  ago  by  a  friend,  to 
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purchase  a  very  excellent  picture  of  the  Point  in  front  of 
his  house,  painted  by  Key,  the  artist.  After  looking  at 
the  picture,  Mr.  Lawrence  said  :  "It  does  not  look  natu- 
ral, the  house  is  not  there."  Those  who  knew  Ochre 
Point  during  the  life  of  its  hospitable  owner,  as  they 
stand  to-day  on  the  familiar  spot,  missing  the  **ancient 
landmark,*'  and  realizing  that  Wm.  Beach  Lawrence  and 
his  home  have  passed  away  forever,  will  quote  the  jurist's 
words :  **It  does  not  look  natural,  the  house  is  not  there." 

H.  G.  W. 
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A  Newport  Painter's  Bill,  1728.— The  following  items 
from  a  bill,  dated  1728  and  1729,  in  favor  of  John  Fletcher,  of 
Newport,  painter,  against  Godfrey  Malbone,  of  Newport,  mer- 
chant, may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Newport 
Historical  Mayfuine:  H.  H.  S. 

•*To  painting  sloop  Detttj,  Matthew  Malbone,  master,  £  3.  0  0. 
**To  painting  brig  Chfirminy  Betty y  Geo.  Scott,  master,  16.  0.  0. 
**To  painting  brig  Hectfjr,  Thomas  Wickham,  master, 
"To  painting  sloop  Pejiance,  .Benj.  Ilowland,  master, 

**To  painting  sloop  Runlttt,  twice  over, Claghorn, 

master, 
•*To  painting  brig  E'tgle,  Richard  Perkins,  master, 
**  To  1552  yards  of  painting  at  the  brick  house, 
"To  painting  two  bedsteads,  green, 
**To  gilding  the  great  room,  2500  leaves, 
"To  painting  and  gilding  the  spout  heads, 
"To  my  journey  to  Boston  to  buy  the  gold, 
"To  priming  16  sashes  at  Yarworth's, 
"To  painting  8  large  and  10  small  sashes, 
"To  painting  12  buckets, 
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THE  MAIN  STREET. 


The  above  plat  accompanies  papers  in  suit  of  Hopestill  Potter, 
of  Newport,  carter,  vs.  John  Morris,  of  Newport,  mariner,  and 
Major  Fairchild,  of  Newport,  butcher,  in  an  appeal  from  the  In- 
ferior Court  of  **la8t  Tuesday  in  May,  1733.  to  next  Superior 
Court,*held  Sept.,  1733.''  Case  of  trespass  and  ejectment  "for  un- 
•  justly  withholding  from  plaintiff,  a  certain  lot  of  land  in  Newport 
(being  a  garden  and  yard),  with  a  dwelling  house  and  shop  there- 
on standing,  containing  from  north  to  south,  in  front  on  Thames 
street,  48 1-2  feet,  and  from  said  street  eastward  about  82  feet, 
and  from  the  back  on  the  east  part  thereof,  a  slip  of  land  about 
22  1-2  feet  wide,  extends  about  43  1-2  feet  further  southward  than 
the  other  part  of  said  lot,  so  as  to  make  the  back  or  east  side  92 
feet  from  north  to  south,  bounded  North  and  East  on  land  of 
Clark  Rodman;  South,  partly  on  land  in  possession  of  Joseph  Til- 


58 


Note%   and  Qiteries. 


linghast,  and  partly  on  land  in  possession  of  Jonathan  Clark,  and 
West  partly  on  Thames  street  and  partly  on  lands  in  possession  of 
Joseph  Tillinghast  and  Jonathan  Clark,  which  laud  was,  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1733,  in  possession  of  John  Lawrence,  of  Newport, 
merchant,  as  of  good  estate,  during  the  life  of  Sarah  Clark,  of 
Newport,  widow.  And  plamtiif  claims  that  on  that  date  by  a  deed, 
the  same  was  conveyed  to  him,  during  the  natural  life  of  said  Sa- 
rah, by  the  said  Lawrence."  The  defendant  in  his  answer,  points 
out  that  plaiutitf  does  not  show  by  what  right  said  Lawrence  held 
possession  and  declares  that  part  of  the  land  in  suit  was  then 
(1733)  in  possession  of  Clark  Rodman,  physician.  H.  H.  S. 


Wills  on  Xkwport  Town  Records  from  1676  to  1695,  At- 
tested BY  Only  Two  Witnesses.— Previous  to  1872  the  law  in 
Rhode  Island  required  three  witnesses  to  all  wills  to  make  them 
legjvl.  During  the  early  part  of  1700,  many  wills  were  thrown  out 
of  court  because  of  the  fact  of  there  being  only  two  witnesses. 
The  following  ''list  of  wills  upon  the  records  of  Newport  since 
1676  [to  161)5]  attested  by  only  two  witnesses,"  was  made  by  par- 
ties interested  and  presented  to  the  courts  about  1700.   H.  H.  S. 


''Philip  Edes,  1679,   July  7. 
*'John  Coddington,  1670,  Dec  27. 
"William  Fenner,  1680,  Ang.  30. 
''Kathcrine  Salsnou,  1680,  Aug.  12. 

*' William  Harris,  Dec.  4, . 

•'Robert   Lewis,  1682,  April  12. 
*'Obadiah  Holmes,  1682,  April  9. 


WITNESSES. 

J.  Woodman,   W.  Hitchcox. 

Francis  Brinley,     Wm. • 

Robert  Tar,    J.  Williams. 

O.  Holmes, . 

T.  Harris,  Nathaniel . 


Ed.  Watorson, Weston  Clarke 
Ed.  Thurston,  Weston  Clarke.' 
''Mamiadock  Rowndall,1677,Xuv.  10  Edw.  Shiptin,  Eliz.  Shiptin. 


*'JohnPeckham,  1681,  Jan.  6. 
"Jeremiah  Brown,  1688,  April  11. 
"John  Thurston,  161K),  Oct.  20. 
"Peter  Easton,  169.3,  .lune  1. 
"John  Johnson,  1691,  April  1. 
"Clement  Weaver,  1680,  Xov.  4 
"Samuel  Wilson,  1690,  Sept.  4. 
"William  Foster,  1690,  Sept.  29. 
"Thomas  Emmons,  1695  Nov.  6. 


John  Clark,  Henry  Tew. 
Sam'l  Carr,  Eph.  Tanner. 
Mical  Daniel,  Benj.  Towe. 
Dan'l  Gold,  Thos  Rodman. 
Walter  Clarke,  T.  Rodman. 
Wm.  Hitchcox,  Thos.  Ware. 
Thomjis  Fry,  Eph.  Turner. 
Henry  Lily,  Eph.  Turner. 
John  Cox,  John  Smith." 
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Newport  Mercury,  1758  to  1800. — If  our  readers  who  have 
back  numbers  of  the  Newport  Mercury  previous  to  1800,  will 
kindly  send  us  a  record  of  iheir  dates,  we  may  be  able  to  report 
the  whereabouts  of  the  full  list  from  1758  to  1882.  A  complete  file 
should  be  iu  possession  of  one  of  our  libraries,  but  if  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  obtain  such  a  file,  it  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  know 
just  where  any  date  may  be  found. 


FiRKS  IN  Ye  Olden  Times.  1749-1800.— From  the  records  of  En- 
gine Co.  No.  I,  of  Newport,  we  copy  the  following  record  of  fires 
in  Newport  1749  to  18(X).  Many  of  the  entries  in  the  first  book  of 
records  are  unique  and  interesting,  as  showing  the  state  of  the  de- 
partment iu  those  days,  and  by  what  rules  it  was  governed.  A 
history  of  the  Fire  Department  of  Newport  would  be  of  great 
value  to  all  interested  in  Newport's  history  : 

^'December  — ,  1740    Ellery  s  house  on  the  hill." 

^'December  — ,  1759— Goddard's  house  on  the  Point  " 

^'February  — ,  1762— Long  Wharf." 

^'September  0,  1768— Dillingham's  shop." 

^'October  26, 1764    Dr.  Stiles*  meeting  house  and  Trinity  Church, 

both  struck  by  lightning." 

*'June  7,  1766— Col  Malbone's  farm  house." 

"October  1,  1760— Green's  Sugar  house." 

*'June  21, 1770 — Green's  Sugar  House.'' 

^*Dec.  28,  1770    Rodman's  and  Dennis'  house." 

*'Jan.  18,  1771— Lyon's  cooper  shop,   Green  s  sugar  house   and 

sundry  other  buildings." 

August  1,  1771 — Cole's  tan  yard." 

^'February — ,  1773    Nicholas  Easton's  house." 

** January  9,  1774    Moor's  and  Anthony's  shop  consumed." 

^*Dec.  11,  1787  "John  Iladwin's  store  on  the  Long  Wharf  En- 
gine out  but  not  worked." 

**  June  29,  1787  David  Melvill's  pewterer's  shop,  near  Sam.  Fow- 
ler's store. 

^'Oct  15,  1788    The  roof  of  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Richardson, 

deceased,  caught  by  sparks  of  fire  from  Mr.  Perry's 
chimney.  The  uptown  engine  played,  put  out  the 
fire,  and  returned  about  12  o'clock,  noon." 
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**Dec.   2,  1789— About  four  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,    the 

l)lacksmith*8  shop  of  Noah  White  was  burnt  down 
by  the  charcoal  in  the  shop  catching  fire.** 

**.Ian.  21,  1792— About  half-past  12  of  the   clock  in  the  morning^ 

the  bake-house,  curry-house,  bark,  &c.,  belonging 
to  Wm.  Tripp,  was  consumed,  together  with  the 
store  of  Governor  Collins,  and  goods  therein  of 
value." 

**Nov.  17,  1795  -About  six  o  clock  this  morning,  the  work  shop  ot 

.Fouathan  Southwick,  on  the  Long  Wharf,  burnt 
down,  and  very  much  injured  his  house  and  stock. 
It  took  lire  from  some  tire  being  carelessly  left  after 
graving  a  boat  in  his  shop." 

**Nov.  24,  1795— This  dav  an  iilarm  of  fire  was  made.    It  was  Mr. 

Frazar's  school  house  in  the  Church  Lane.  It  was 
extinguished  by  some  buckets  of  water  being 
thrown  on  it  in  good  season." 

**Aug.  14,  1797  -Francis  Brinley's  rope  walk  burned.     It  took  fire 

by  a  t«ir-kettle  boiling  over." 

**I)ef.  22,  1797    Fire  at  Job  Chaloner's  house  in  the  Main  street.'^ 

**l)ec.   5,1798    A  tire  at  blacksmith's  shop  on  the  Long  Wharf ^ 

occupied  by  one  Underwood,  and  was  consumed^ 
with  a  sailor  by  the  name  of  Lewis;  and  led  to  the 
house  of  Capt.  George,  which  was  consumed  ;  and 
from  thence  to  Mr.  John  Shaw'L.  and  consumed 
that,  with  Mr.  Southwick  s  house.  Mr.  Southwick  s- 
boat  building  shop  was  pulled  «!own." 

♦♦Oct.  25,  IWK)— Thi.s  night  the  house  of  Mr.  Delana  was  burnt  to 

the  ground,  with  the  shed  that  belonged  to  the 
Friends.  A  negro  woman  belonging  to  Mr.  Dela- 
na was  burnt  to  death." 


♦♦Orii  French  Allies.  This  volume,  upon  which  Rev.  E.  M* 
Htone,  of  Providence,  has  been  long  engaged,  is  in  press,  and  ap- 
proaching completion.  It  will  comprise  about  five  hundred  pages, 
profuMcly  illustrated.  Much  new  matter  will  be  introduced.  The 
nnrrntivo  covers  the  entire  revolutionary  period.  Full  notices  of  so- 
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cial  life  in  Newport  and  Providence,  together  with  many  bio- 
graphical sketches,  are  given.  The  assistance  rendered  by  "Our 
French  Allies''  from  1778  to  1782,  occupies  a  conspicuous  place. 


A  Chart  of  the  Childrkn  and  Grandchildren  of  Fran- 
ChS,  DAUGHTER  OF  HoN.  LEWIS  Lath AM.— We  have  received 
from  Frederick  A.  Holden,  Esq.,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  : 

Department  of  the  Interior, ) 

General  Land  Office,     )■ 

Washington,  D.  C.  June  IG,  1882. ) 

Editor  Newivrri  Hisioncal  Mny'uihe, 

Dear  Sir  :— I  am  preparing  a  chart  of  the  children  and  grand- 
•children  of  Frances,  daughter  of  Hon.  Lewis  Latham.  She  was 
married  four  times,  viz :  Ist,  to  Lord  Weston ;  2d,  to  William 
Dungan;  3d,  to  Jeremiah  Clarke,  President-regent  of  Rhode 
Island  ;  4th.  to  Reverend  Mr.  Yaughan.  By  the  second 
marriage  she  had  four  children,  and  by  the  third  mar- 
riage seven  children.  1  have  ascertained  the  names  of  75  grand- 
children. It  is  my  opinion  that  this  daughter  Frances,  was  the 
•only  child  of  Hon.  Lewis  Latham,  falconer  to  King  Charles  First, 
who  came  to  America.  I  am  about  to  send  forth  to  Hon.  Lewis 
Latham's  descendants  a  beautiful  photograph  of  that  very  illus- 
trious man.  Through  his  daughter,  above  named,  he  probably 
Jias  more  descendants  in  this  country  than  any  other  person. 
The  first  issue  of  the  photographs  will  be  one  hundred,  aidd  they 
•can  be  had  by  subscribers  for  the  small  sum  of  one  dollar  each.  I 
•calculate  that  from  his  75  grandchildren,  his  descendants  to  the 
-eighth  generation  reached  the  unusual  number  of,  perhaps,  170,000 
Aouls.  Yours, 

Frederick  A.  Holden, 

Room  135,  G.  L.  O., 

Washington,  D,  C. 


New  England  Loyalists.— Jones,  in  his  history  of  New 
Xork,  gives  numerous  instances  of  the  oppressive  and  unjust  mea- 
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sures  used;  by  the  English  officials  towards  the  loyalists,  during- 
their  occupation  of  [New  York  city.  Stephen  DeBlois,  of  New- 
port, with  others  of  his  name,  was  a  large  importer  of  Englisn 
goods  especially  of  hardware.  On  the  withdrawal  of  the  lloyal 
forces  from  Rhode  Ishmd,  he  fled  with  them  to  New  York,  with 
what  results  the  following  letter  will  show:  J.  E.  M. 

Newport,  June  10,  1882. 

**To  Ilis  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  K.  B.  General  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  America,  &?  ,  &c., 
Sir:  Sensible  that  your  Excellency  has  not  a  wish  th.it  any 
of  Tlis  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Garrison  under  your  protection 
should  be  oppressed,  occasions  me  to  represent  to  you  my  situation. 
I  came  from  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  with  the  Troops  at  the  time 
it  was  evacuated,  and  brought  with  me  a  large  quantity  of  mer- 
chandize, great  part  of  which  is  on  hand,  and  in  order  to  reduce 
the  heavy  expence  I  have  been  at  in  this  City,  removed  my  goods 
from  my  store  last  May  to  my  dwelling  house  in  Broadway,  N.  Y., 
which  obliged  me  to  make  use  of  the  lower  part  of  the  House  and 
have  only  three  rooms,  one  of  which  is  occupied  by  my  sister,  the 
other  a  Bed  or  Keeping  room  for  my  family.  I  am  now  ordered 
by  the  Barrack  office  to  remove  my  goods  to  receive  a  Billet,  which 
is  inii)Ossil»lo  for  me  to  do  without  hireing  some  other  House;  not 
hnving  sufficient  room  to  hold  my  goods,  am  under  the  necessity  of 
hireing  a  cellar,  and  momentarily  expect  a  quantity  goods  from 
So.  Carolina.  I  have  at  all  times  most  cheerfully  received  a  Billet 
whilst  the  House  was  not  Improved  in  this  way.  I  most  humbly 
request  your  Excellency  to  grant  me  relief  and  not  suffer  my 
Family  to  be  distressed.     Sir 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

Stephen  DeBlois." 
New  York,  Sept.  21  st,  1782. 

**Copy:*' 

**Sir  : — The  Inclosed  is  Copy  of  what  I  wished  to  have 
presented  to  your  Excellency,  but  was  informed  the  method  that 
must  be  plirsued  was  to  refer  it  to  General  Robertson,  which  was 
done,  and  I  waited  on  him  in  person  with  it.  He  told  me  he  must 
refer  it  to  the  Commandant,  to  which  I  have  had  no  other  reply, 
than  on  the  28th  ult.,  Capt.  Cook,  of  the  37th  Regiment,  brought 


s 
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me  a  Billet,  whom  I  infomiM  of  my  situatiou  and  Bhow'd  him 
every  Boom  in  the  House,  on  which  he  waited  on  me  to  Mr. 
Brown rigg,  who  told  me  I  might  hire  a  Store  and  put  my  goods  in. 
On  informing  him  I  could  not,  he  told  me  he  should  apply  for  a 
file  of  men  to  enforce  the  Billet.  On  the  next  morning  a  Mr. 
Gihson  from  the  Barrack  oflice  came  with  a  tile  of  men  and  put 
Capt.  Cook  in  possession  of  my  Keeping  room,  and  myself  and 
Family  have  only  a  Bedroom  to  retire  to.  I  have  only  to  expect 
relief  from  Your  Excellency's  Clemency,  of  which  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt,  and  shall  ever  remain,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

Stephen  DeBlois." 
New  York,  Dec.  10, 1782. 


QUERIES. 

1.  a.  Where  can  be  obtained  a  copy  of  the  will  of  John  Bor- 
den, of  Portsmouth,  the  friend  of  King  Philip,  who  was  born 
1040  and  died  June  4, 1710  ? 

b.  Ho  married,  Dec  2o,  1070,  Mary  Earl,  born  about  1655, 
died  .lune,  1734,  daughter  of  William  Earl  by  his  first  wife,  Mary, 
who  was  a  widow  Walker,  possibly  from  Yarmouth.  What  was 
the  maiden  name  of  this  widow  Walker  ? 

c.  Richard  Borden,  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  son  of  the  above 
John,  born  Oct.  24,  1071,  died  July  12,  1732,  married,  probably, 
1692  or  3,  a  person  named  Innocent.    What  was  her  maiden  name  ? 

Montreal.  Ellen  Bordkn  Paine. 

2.  Are  the  old  records  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  keepers 
of  the  poor  house  of  the  towns  of  Newport  and  Portsmouth  from 
1740  to  IbOO  still  in  existence  ?    If  so,  where  can  they  be  seen. 

Mac. 

3.  Where  can  I  find  the  hymn  composed  by  Elder  Peleg  Bur- 
roughs, on  the  "Dark  Day"  in  1780V  J.  J.  J. 

The  hymn  composed  by  Elder  Burroughs,  pastor  of  the  Free- 
will Baptist  church  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  "on  the  20th  day  of  the  5th 
month,  1780,  according  to  the  ability  which  God  gave  him  to 
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commemorate  the  darkness  of  the  preceding  day,"  was  published 
in  the  weekly  edition  of  the  New  Bedford  SUmdard^  May  16, 1880, 
a  copy  of  which  can  be  seen  at  the  office  of  this  magazine. 

4.  Who  was  the  father  of  Samuel  Burroughs,  of  Newport,  R. 
I.,  who  died  in  Newport,  Oct.  21, 1801,  age  89.  Samuel  married 
M^ry  Green  of  Middletown,  R.  I.,  Nov.  — ,  1745.  She  died  in 
Newport,  Nov.  10, 1801,  age  79?  Z. 
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DEUVEBED      BEFORE       THE      ALUMNI      OF     GREENWICH 
ACADEMY,   AT   EAST   GREENWICH,   R.    I.,   JUNE 

22,     1S82. 


Bv  Henry  E.  Turner,  M.  D. 

**Breathe8  there  the  man  with  soul  so  dead, 
Who  never  to  himself  has  said, 

Tills  is  my  own,  my  native  land? 
Whose  heart  has  ne'er  within  him  burned, 
When  home  his  footsteps  he  hath  turned, 

From  dwelling  on  a  foreign  strand? 
If  such  there  breathe,  go  mark  him  well, 
For  him  no  minstrel  raptures  swell ; 
High  though  his  titles,  proud  his  name, 
Boundless  his  wealth  as  wish  can  claim; 
Despite  those  titles,  power  and  pelf, 
The  wretch  concentered  all  in  self 
Living,  shall  forfeit  fair  renown, 
And  doubly  dying  shall  go  down 
To  the  vile  dust  from  whence  he  sprung, 
Unwept,  unhoDored,  and  unsung/' 
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Around  this  beautiful  spot  cluster  the  earliest  and  tiiv 
sweetest  associations  of  my  childhood.  It  is  most  beau- 
tiful to  me,  not  alone  from  its  own  intrinsic  loveliness  and 
my  own  personal  recollections,  but  because  the  generation 
of  my  family  immediately  preceding  me  were  pupils  of 
the  Academy  under  its  first  and  second  preceptors,  and 
indulged  in  the  same  affection  for  it  and  the  same  interest 
in  it. 

*' Where'er  I  roam,  whatever  realms  to  see, 
My  heart,  untrcivellcJf  fomlly  turns  to  thee.*' 

Frequently,  nay,  almost  constantly,  my  imagination 
takes  me  back  to  the  scenes  so  vividly  impressed  upon  it, 
now  long  past,  over  the  long  interval  that  lies  between. 
I  lay  me  down  on  the  soft,  sweet  turf  in  tlie  shade  of  one 
of  the  locust  trees  which  then  ornamented  the  Academy 
grounds,  and  which  to  me  arc  the  type  and  synonym  of 
the  trees  of  Paradise  ;  I  gloat  over  the  loveliness  of  its 
flowers  and  inhale  with  intense  delight  their  delicious 
fragrance ;  I  revol  in  the  twittering  of  the  sparrows  and 
the  carols  of  the  song-birds,  the  droning  of  the  locusts  and 
the  hum  of  the  insect  world,  and  mingled  with  these  the 
lowing  of  kinc  and  the  bleating  of  sheep,  for  at  that  time 
this  was  comparatively  a  rural  and  pastoral  locality,  and 
I  drink  in  copious  draughts  of  the  purest,  the  sweetest, 
the  most  heavenly  ether,  which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  any 
spot  on  earth  can  afford  ;  and  I  people  the  play-ground, 
spread  before  me  with  all  its  lights  and  shadows  as  distinct 
and  vivid  as  if  a  half  century  had  not  intervened,  with  the 
faces  and  forms  of  my  youthful  associates — now,  alas! 
most  of  them  denizens  of  another  sphere,  but  in  my  imag- 
ination redolent  of  health,  activity,  and  promise.  I  watch 
their  graceful  and  sinewy  movements,  I  become  inspired 
by  the  youthful  spirit  exhibited  before  me,  I  arouse  myself 
from  my  ''dolce  far  nieute,"  I  renew  the  elasticity  of  my 


Address  ht^fore  Greenmch  Academy  Alumni.       67 

iDUScles,  I  join  in  the  sports  of  my  friends,  I  taste  again 
the  enjoyments  of  childhood — the  kite,  the  ball,  the  quoits, 
the  tap,  but  most  especially  the  athletic  game,  probabl\'  in- 
digenous here,  and  so  far  as  I  know  absolutely  confined  to 
these  premises,  of  harcae.  The  Academy  Ixiys  used  to  be 
fired,  much  as  the  ancic;nt  warriors  of  France  and  Knujland 
by  the  watchwords  '*I)trnis  mont  joie"  and  *\St.  (leorge  for 
merrie  England,"  by  the  cry  *'IIaccae  round  the  Academic.** 

Such  pleasures  as  grow  out  of  such  rcminisceiK^es  are 
probably  the  natural  outgrowth  of  most  other  institutions 
of  like  character;  and  they  constitute,  exc(»pt  to  persons 
of  depraveil  and  vicious  tendencies,  an  inexhaustible 
resource  under  the  trials  and  disa[ip()inlments  of  lite. 

The  detailed  history  of  the  Institution  ''iven  vou  in 
1877  bv  Rev.  Mr.  Bi'nton  makes  it  unneeessarv  for  me  to 
enter  into  anything  of  a  similar  character,  and  the  thorouHi 
and  exhaustiye  numncr  in  wljich  his  work  was  accom- 
T)lished  has  so  ccmipletely  covered  tlu^  ground  that  any 
such  attempt  would  be  extremely  delicatt?  and  diflicult  of 
accomplishment,  but  would  be  emphatically  a  work  of 
BUpe  re  rogation. 

1  infer  that,  in  assigning  me  the  honor  and  gratification 
of  addressing  you  on  this  occasion,  it  was  contemplated 
that  as  a  pupil  of  the  Academy  under  tlie  old  regime,  I 
would  dwell  more  especially  on  that  period  of  which  I  had 
personal  experience,  and  the  preceding  time  with  which  I 
have  close  traditional  relations,  and  in  order  to  i)rosccute 
my  design  I  have  had  occasi(m  to  use  Mr.  Henton's  address 
as  a  framework  of  my  reflections,  and  I  wish  here  to 
express  my  profound  obligation  to  him  and  my  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  his  work. 

The  necessity  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  school  as 
this  was  designed  to  be,  was  at  that  time  a  very  pressing 
one,  and  those  who  are  old  enough  to  have  heard  the  con. 
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versations  of  those  who  were  bovs  at  the  time,  and  the 
descriptions  of  the  methods  of  di.sci{)line  in  Master  Frank- 
lin's School,  can  equally  appreciate  it.  In  the  first  place 
there  was  no  pretension  to  any  capacity  to  instruct  in 
advanced  and  especially  classical  branches  of  stud}'.  Each 
boy,  on  enterinpf  school,  was  fitted  with  a  nick-name,  con- 
ceived  in   the   coarsest  possible  spirit,  by  which  he  was 

always  addressed  bv  the  master  and  also,  as  a  matter  of 

»  »• 

course,  by  the  pu{)ils;  and  the  system  of  discipline  applied 
solelv  to  corporal  sensibility. 

The  instrument  of  torture  was  a  leather  strap  familiarly 
called  '*the  black  snake."  This  was  rolled  up  into  a  coil 
and  thrown  across  the  room  at  the  victim,  and  he  was 
ordered  by  his  coarse  and  sometimes  vulgar  soubriquet 
to  bring  the  snake  to  the  master  and  receive  his  modicum 
of  punishment,  and  this  was  administered  generally  in  a 
manner  that  argued  a  high  degree  of  relish  on  the  part  of 
the  executioner  if  not  on  that  of  the  culju'it. 

Master  Franklin's  tone  was  pretty  well  illustrated  by  a 
little  couj)let  which  he  composed  soon  after  the  opening 
by  Mr.  Alden,  viz.: 


•*Aradciuy  pij^^  ijot  out  (»f  ilieir  piMi. 
Ami  FiMiiklin's  goiitlenioii  drove  them  in. 


•» 


The  institution  of  the  Academy  inaugurated  a  revolu- 
tion. Mr.  Alden  treated  his  pupils  as  ladies  and  gentlemen^ 
and  very  little  of  the  old  ruffianly  style  of  beatinj?  knowl- 
f'dge  and  morals  into  children  was  ever  practiced  in  this 
Institution  or  would  have  been  tolerated. 

Master  Maxwell,  whose  day  had  passed  long  before  this 
time,  was  reputed  t(^  have  pretensions  as  a  scholar,  but 
his  methods  were  of  the  olden  time.  Jacob  Campbell  was 
of  a  gentler  spirit  :  he  taught  a  school  for  a  time.  He  was 
an  accomplished  scholar  and  a  modest  and  gentlemanly 
man,  but  he  died  vouns:. 


Address  before  Greenwich  Academy  AhmmL        69 

This  Institution  must  have  had  a  very  great  influence  in 
shaping  the  character,  tlie  manners,  and  tlie  hahiis  of  the 
generation  now  passed  away,  many  of  wlioni  I  knew  inti- 
mately, and  to  some  of  tlie  more  prominent  of  whom  I  shall 
hereafter  refer. 

My  first  knowledge  of  the  Academy  dates  from  1820, 
when  I  was  four  vears  old.  I  was  taken  bv  mv  aunt  to 
attend  the  female  hranch  of  Mr.  Allen's  school,  taught  in 
the  north  wing  of  the  old  l)uilding  by  ii  Miss  Thompson. 
Prob'ibly  my  literary  progress  at  that  time  was  unimpor- 
tant, at  any  rate  mv  recollections  do  not  refer  mueh  to  that 
point,  but  I  rt-eollect  perfectly  many  nf  the  individuals 
who  were  pupils.  The  Misses  Updike,  Arnold,  Casey, 
King,  Mawney,  and  Miss  Tillingliast,  Pinniger  and 
Bardine.  Mr.  Allen  soon  after  became  an  invidid  and 
died,  and  I  was  sent  to  Mrs.  CtiggesIialTs  school,  which 
was  better  adapted  to  my  infantih»  capacity. 

My  next  recollection  is  oF  attending  school  in  the  south 
wing,  under  the  mastershi[)  of  Mr.  John  Cooke  Hrown, 
who  is  /)verlooked  in  the  published  list  of  instructors,  but 
who  probably  taught  ft)r  a  short  period  in  the  interval 
between  the  incumljencv  of  Messrs.  Allen  ami  Wliitiuff, 
about  \^'2'2.  Mr.  Urown  had  been  a  law  Ntudent  in  the 
oflBce  of  General  Albert  (\  Trreene,  and  his  son  William 
Albert  Greene  and  nivself  were  the  exceiitionallv  little 
boys  in  the  school.  Mr.  Hrown  went  to  Ohio,  ;ind  shortly 
after  died.  One  of  the  incidents  which  p(M-ha[)s  tends  to 
fix  this  experience  on  my  mind  with  unusual  force  is,  that 
I  saw  Mr.  Brown  and  mv  father  mount  their  horses  in 
front  of  the  Dr.  Turner  hou>e,  on  this  street,  to  betrin  their 
journe}'  to  the  West  together,  and  it  is  a  curious  matter 
for  reflection  that  my  father  made  this  trip  to  Teiniessee, 
and  another  subsequently  to  Alal)ama,  and  returned  all  on 
horseback,  and  both  within  my  distinct  recollection. 

Quite  a  nund)er  of  boys  were  at  Mr.  Brown's  school 
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beauty  of  their  work,  altliough  tlie  senior  and  leading 
partner  is  entirely  blind.  So  well  are  they  known  ami  so 
highly  appreeiateil  abroad  that  they  are  generally  engaged 
in  filling  orders  from  foreign  governments. 

Hcnrv  l>owen,  who  was  a  son  of  Hon.  Ilenrv  Bowen, 
for  very  niany  vears  Seeretarv  of  State,  became  a  pronii- 
nent  cilizjjn,  and  was  ut  one  time  Postmaster  of  Provi- 
dence.    He  (lied  several  vears  since. 

William  Dorranee,  wiio  died  within  a  vear  or  two,  was 
well  known  among  the  prominent  and  snccessfnl  manu- 
facturers of  Providence,  and  was  highlv  esteemed  in  that 
conimunit}'. 

Francis  J.  Lippitt  is  now  living  in  Wasliin'^^ton,  I).  C. 
He  was  bred  to  the  law.  but  alwavs  txave  indications  of  a 
strony:  military  bent.  He  was  an  officer  of  volunteers  in 
the  Mexican  War,  after  tiie  close  of  which  he  became  au 
early  emigrant  to  California,  where  he  soon  ac([uired  a 
prominent  position  as  a  lawyer,  but  on  the  i)reaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion  he  entered  the  field  as  colonel  of  California 
volunteers,  and  eventually  became  a  general.  After  the 
war  he  was  for  some  time  a  resident  of  Proviilence,  and 
eventually  removed  to  Washington  some  vears  since. 

James  Cooke,  afterwards  Key.  James  Cooke,  who  was 
a  brother  of  the  late  Joseph  Cooke,  of  Providence,  and  of 
Hon.  George  Lewis  Cooke,  of  Warren,  was  a  very  prom- 
ising and  prominent  Episcopal  clergyman.  He  died  many 
years  ago  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness.  William  Magee 
died  in  early  youth ;   of  the  others  I  can  give  no  account. 

All  of  these  were  men  of  character,  and  as  pupils  were 
diligent  and  conscientious,  and  whether  or  not  brilliant 
and  distinguished  in  after  life,  were  worthy  scions  of  this 
ancient  Institution. 

Of  those  who  were  Greenwich  boys  in  Mr.  Alden's 
school,  the  most  conspicuous  and  best  known  prol)ably  is 
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Professor  George  W.  Greene,  who  still  lives  within  sight 
of  the  Institution  in  which  he  first  developed  the  love  of 
literature  aiul  devotion  to  study  which  have  enabled  him 
to  shed  lustre  on  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  on  the 
Institution  whence  his  earlv  trainint'  was  derived. 

In  Mr.  Ahlen's  school  were  hcsicK's,  Nathaniel  Greene* 
son  of  Nathaniel  R.,  Christojiher,  William  M.  and  Henry 
W.,  sons  of  Franklin  Greene,  (Miristojdier  and  Nathaniel, 
sons  of  ('ai>t.  Nat.  Greene,  and  especially  William  Albert, 
son  of  lion.  Albert  C.  (ireem»,  who  was  always  conspic- 
uous under  this  and  the  subseipient  adniinistratiouM  for  his 
aptitudt»  and  i»roficiency,  and  was  e([nally  the  acknowl- 
ed;;<*<l  lead(»r  in  the  atlili*ti<*  s{)orts  of  boyhood.  His  life 
was  tint'ortunately  lost  in  the  terrible  catastrophe  of  the 
steamer  lA^xini^ton,  iust  after  his  arrival  at  maturitv. 

These  names  are  signilicant  as  showinu^  the  large  number 
of  families  named  (ireene  then  livini^  in  Greenwieh.  Other 
names  were  Charles  and  James  II.  Iilldredge.  of  whom 
Charles  died  manv  vears  a^o,  and  James  is  the  Doctor, 
well  and  worthily  filling  his  lather's  place  in  this  commu- 
nitv  at  this  date,  and  Christopiier  P.  Handv,  who  died  a 
few  months  ago  in  Newport. 

For  want  of  tim(*  I  cannot  stop  to  recall  all  the  names 
of  my  ft»llow-pupils»  agreeable  though  the  task  might  be, 
for  I  have  none  but  pleasant  asst»ciations  with  them,  and 
ev(Mi  mtire  pleasant  ones  still  wilii  the  young  ladies  who 
attiMideil  at  the  same  time,  but  whose  names  it  might  be 
tiiongli!  indi^lieate  to  repeat  here. 

Most  of  ihesi*  wluun  I  have  mentioned  were  also  pupils 
in  tli«*  Nnbs«Mpi«»nt  seiio<ils  uiid«*r  Messrs.  Coleman,  Rob- 
inson an<l  Ivies  and  Robinson  again,  with  whom  my 
conneciitin  eeasrd  in  cor  sequence  of  the  removal  of  my 
faniilv  lo  Pcirtsmouth  in  iN'i^. 

After  bavins  (ireenwich  Mr.  Alden  established  a  board- 
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iiig  school  in  Providence  in  the  oM  Oliicy  Mansion,  on 
High  street:  opposite  the  Dexter  Triiiiiing  Orotimis,  whioh 
W118  for  K  time  very  successful,  ami  tlie  Fi-ovidence  boys 
who  were  here  fnllowtd  liim  to  his  new  seliool.  lie  after- 
wanls  removed  to  I'hiladcljiliia,  where  for  many  years  he 
conducted  a  young  ladies'  school  wiih  great  success  and 
reputation.  Towiud  the  close  r>f  his  life  he  hecame  a 
chapkiii  in  the  United  States  Navy. 

Mr.  Alden  niiirried  MisM  Aliee  White,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Henry  While,  of  [tiistol,  another  of  whose  daughters  was 
the  wile  of  Govern(»i'  Jiyron  Diuiaii,  and  mother  of  the 
late  distinguished  Professor  J.  Lewis  Dimaii,  of  Brown 
University. 

The  inlluence  of  Mr.  Alden  in  forming  the  morals  and 
mannci-s  of  his  i)Upits,  if  a  Imy  under  ten  years  of  iige  may 
be  jiresunied  ca|jal>le  of  making  an  estiinatc,  was  not 
inferior  to  his  jjowei  of  imparting  knowledge.  'I'o  my 
mind,  and  I  knew  him  well  in  afler  yeiti-s,  he  was  the  ideal 
schoolmaster. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Coleman,  wlio  succeeded  Mr.  Alden,  was 
8  Congregational  nnnister.  Me  also  oceupiod  the  jmlpitof 
the  old  meeting  house,  and  I  believe  was  accejitalile  in 
both  capacities.  Meanwhile  sonic  of  tlie  older  Oreenwich 
boys  had  entered  eollege  or  had  gone  into  business,  and 
there  was  an  accession  of  smaller  hoys.  Among  others  I 
recollect  James  King,  John  I'roud,  Gideon  Mowry,  and 
Samuel  Whiting. 

Whiiing  was  a  little  chunk  of  a  fellow,  full  of  animal 
spirits  and  wit,  and  smart  as  a  steej-tiiip.  One  day  he  was 
very  much  engaged  in  some  matters  inside  his  desk,  and  a 
lai^e  part  of  him  wtus  inside  it.  Mr.  Coienian's  attention 
was  attracted;  "'.Master  Whiiing."  said  he,  "why  don't 
you  get  entirely  into  your  desk  V"  No  sooner  said  than 
done.  Master  Sam  pop[icd  in  and  shut  down  the  lid,  to 
the  intense  amusement  of  the  school. 
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Mr.  Ciilenian  niarriecl  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Thomas  P. 
Pitnuiu,  of  Newport.  Mr.  Coleman  was  a  very  estimable 
and  exemplary  man.  I  think  the  school  was  rather  small 
at  this  time. 

Tnder  Mr.  Christopher  Robinson,  his  successor,  the 
si'IuMil  was  larj;jer,  and  there  were  a  considerable  number 
iifarei'sslDns  from  Providenee  and  Xewpoi  t.  Mr.  Robinson, 
besides  bt-ing  a  man  of  superior  accpiirements,  was  an  ener- 
p'tie,  painstaking  teacher,  and  the  school  under  his  admin- 
istration was  very  popular  and  successful.  William  D. 
I>rayton,  since  meml.»er  of  Congress,  was  one  of  his  pupils. 
He  was  from  Apponaug.  There  were  two  other  Jiraytons, 
from  Cranston,  and  generally  those  (ireenwich  boys  who 
had  been  in  the  school  under  the  two  preceding  preceptors. 

Mr.  liobinson.  at  the  time  of  conducting  the  Academy, 
was  a  law  student,  and  he  afterward  became  a  prominent 
lawyer  in  Providence  county,  a  Member  of  Congress  from 
lihode  Island,  and  is  still  living.  His  first  wife  was  Alice 
Ann,  daughter  of  Judge  Joseph  J.  Tillinghast,  of  East 
(ireenwich.  Mr.  Robinscui  was  and  is  held  in  high  respect 
by  all  his  old  pupils. 

Mr.  Henry  Edes,  afterwards  Rev.  Henry  Edes,  was  a 
son  of  Rev.  Henry  Edes,  then  very  prominent  as  pastor 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Providence.  He 
was  very  young,  being  then  a  collegian,  and  took  the 
Hrhool  during  a  vacation  and  taught  it  only  for  a  very 
hhorl  pfM-iotl,  when,  if  my  recollection  is  correct,  Mr.  Rob- 
inson nituriKMl  and  resumed  charge  of  it.  The  published 
eataJoLrut;,  makinir  Mr.  Edes'  incumbency  two  years,  roust, 
I  think,  be  inaccurate.  Mr.  Edes  was  a  very  amiable  and 
utlrattive  young  gentleman  and  a  great  favorite,  particu- 
larly witli  tin?  young  ladies,  and  there  was  great  regret  at 
his  departure.     I  never  saw  him  afterward.     I  have  seen 
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(lis   (leRth   aiiiioiiiiwd,  witliiii  a  jetir   or  two,  in  a  Ne\T 
York  pajier. 

1  left  Gicciiwicli  in  AjHil,  18:^8,  ami  from  tliiit  time,  of 
•couiMe.  cannot  draw  on  my  pcisonftl  recoUectiou, 

Of  tlie  snhscquent  toaclitM's  I  knew  only  Guui-jje  W, 
<Gi'ceue.  ThnniLm  I'.  Rudiaun,  and  iJaniul  (t.  Allen. 

Mr.  fJreene.  it  is  almost  mineci^ssiiiy  to  say,  lirunglit  to 
■liis  work  very  lii^li  aecoiiiiili.sliniunts  ns  a  scliolar,  and  such 
Teconiniendatiuns  as  a  Innji  residence  tn  EumiH*  affurdeil, 
«t  a  tiino  wlien  vtiy  ft-w  Americans  enjoyed  iiny  jirivileLjes 
•of  such  a  clntraetir,  and  he  must  liave  Iieen  considered  a 
very  preataeqnisition,  and  liis  retirement  from  tlie  jnisitiou, 
.■after  ii  sliort  surviee,  a  source  of  great  rej^ret. 

Tlionnts  P.  Rodman  was  a  Newport  hay,  and  I  knew 
3iira  intimately.  He  was  a  man  of  wonderfnl  versatility  of 
:geniufl  and  an  untirin<,'  sludenl.  In  Ins  yontli  he  was  very 
much  inleresle<l  in  religions  eiu^iiiries,  and  fur  a  long  time 
"was  unsettled  in  his  convictions,  Imt  finally  lieeanie  a  min- 
ister of  Swedeidicir/iaitisni.  and  died  in  Pliiladelphia,  where 
3ie  had  a  chnruli,  within  a  few  yeitrs. 

Daniel  G.  Allen  I  knew  only  an  a.  schoolmate  in  this 
Academy  iji  early  boyhood.  Through  his  instrumentality, 
^98  ]  understand.  Dm  cliange  from  the  old  mamigement 
to  the  new,  and  frum  Kent  to  Greenwich  Academy,  was 
an  large  measure  due.  Out  of  this  change,  very  naturally, 
isome  controveray  and  some  fefling  of  discontent  on  the 
ipart  of  the  [mrty  from  which  the  control  passed  away  grew 
up.  Possibly  some  renuiants  of  that  feeling  still  subsist; 
ihut  it  seems  to  me  that  in  view  of  the  lai'ge  amount  of 
^od  which  has  since  been  aecDni|ilislied,  and  the  lan- 
:guishing  condition  previously  existing,  all  parties  should 
■low  unite  in  giving  tlieir  sympathy  and  aid  to  so  merito- 
rious an  enterprise. 

To  discuss  the  morality  of  all  the  details  of  a  transac- 
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j  •.•••I  M»  MMsii'ie  ;uul  so  conipliciited  would  be  impertinent 

j  I'.i    -N,  i.vN,  anil  ni>l)ody  who  knew  the  men  would  doubt 

i  i.'v-  r^iUit  f.iir-mindt'dness  of  William  Livesiiy  or  of  Bar- 

I  i!i,»!.»im»\\  Oihi'man,  t»r  of  Abel  Stevens,  «'\nd  it  is  pretty 

j  v.-ji.un  ili.it   the  sum  paid  for  the  establishment  by  the 

I  r»«iiU  u'in<'  \va.>  fnllv  e(iual  to  its  value. 

i  I  III'  mriiiion  of  Mr.  Livesav's  name  cfives  me  occasion 

j  ii»I».i\  .ijiiNt  tribute  to  one  of  the  most  f^enuine  and  single- 

'  III  III!  led    nun    I    ever   knew.       lie    came   to    Portsmouth 

'  ihurllv  fuMii   Kn^huid  when  a  verv  voun<'  man,  with   ali 

(h<'  |M  riiiiariti(?s  of  a  provincial  Eni^lishnnin  fastened  tc» 
hiiii  uiih  all  tenacity  which  inliered  in  tlie  character  of 
ihr  man.  I  was  an  attendant  of  ids  church  and  a  member 
mI  hii  .Snndav-sehodl,  and  I  lake  pleasure  in  ascribini;  \o 
hi  1  iiimIi  uriion  and  inlluence  a  considerable  degree  of  what- 
rvi'i  «•!  giMMJ  there  may  be  in  me.  lie  used  to  strive  to  speak 
iiiv  nanit^  eorreetly,  but  could  never  get  nearer  than  **Enery 
i  111'.  Ill  liter."     Siieh  was  the  determination  and  persistency 

111    till*   man   that    when,  thirtv   vears    later,  I   heard    him 

pir.irh  ill    Nifwport  there  was  not  perceptible  a  shade  of 

{  ihitii'ci.  I  hat  would  have  led  any  one  to  doubt  his  being  ai>. 

AiiHMican  *'to  the  manor  born.*' 

.Ml.   l/ivi'>ay   was    undoiibtu<lly   a   partisan,  as    are    all 
I  ;>li<iii;'.   nirti,  but    his  parti.sanshi[)  had   no  element  of  self- 

htrl.iie'.  ;  it  was  a  partisanship  in  which  divine  directioiia 
\\i\.  .ilwa\s  i»aniesllv  and  praverfullv  sou«'ht. 

I 

;  I  liii-i  I'ai   I  have  dwelt  on  incidents  in   my  own  personal] 

i-.ipi  mini',  but  1  feel  as  if   I  had  imbibed  a  pretty  lively 

!  i  iiii.'i  Hill  MM' o.  of  the  lifi'  of  the  old  school  from  the  fre* 

<|iii  III  iillii'  iiiiis  to  the  previous  time  by  my  seniors  whoso 
*,  iinih  had  biM'ii  )»assed  inidiT  its  influence. 

A.»  I  havi'  said,  the  advent  of  .Mr.  ;\buer  Alden  was  a 
nt 'v  dipailuif.  lie  made  an  extraordinary  elTort  to  im- 
pifiMt  I  hi*   iiiaiiiii'r  and  methotls  of  colloquial  expression 
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wliicli,  jiul<;ing  fiTiiii  whiit  I  cmi  rccolleet  of  tlie  style  of 
tha  more  ordinary  penjilt  of  the  country  about,  was  sadly 
Deeded.  I'erliapa  a  sneer  of  Master  FrHiikliii'ti  wan  as 
sigiiificaiil  of  the  diffei-enee  in  tune  of  the  two  seliools  as 
l>ossihle.  Master  F.  said  that  Mr.  Alden  was  teaching  his 
scliolars  to  say  "cliiirniitK  and  pochachoes." 

Ujion  one  occasion  he  attiMnpted  to  in»ti-uct  them  in 
gracefully  introdncing  parties.  Taking  n  hoy  l>y  the  hand 
he  led  him  in  front  of  the  young  ladies,  said  he — "You 
will  how  and  say  Mr.  So-and-so,  Miss  So-and-so,"  which 
the  hoy  performed  literally,  ititroilncing  the  getitlemcn  as 
Mr.  SfHind-so  to  the  whole  line  of  Misses  Sf>-and-so. 

Mr.  Alden  was  an  excellent  instrnctor  and  a  philologist 
of  no  mean  pretensi.ins.  He  was  author  of  a  set  of  spelling 
and  reading  lioiiks,  width  «-ore  highly  esteemed,  and  were 
the  text-hooks  of  the  Academy  up  to  the  time  when  my 
connection  with  it  eeascd. 

Mr.  Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Alden, 
was  a  very  accomplished  man,  and  was  always  siioken  of 
as  a  very  capahle  and  successful  hislruclor  by  my  mother, 
who  was  his  pupil  during  his  inenmhency  of  three  j-eai-s. 
He  became  a  very  jinnniiieitt  and  distingnished  momiier  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Bar,  and  was  for  many  years  a  leadhig 
member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  afterwanls  a  Itep- 
reseiitative  of  this  State  in  Congress. 

As  my  parents  were  not  pupils  of  Mr.  Putnam,  I  have 
no  data  in  relation  to  him. 

The  Itev.  Exekiel  Rich  was  a  man  of  very  striking  pecu- 
liarties.  I  have  heard  many  anecdotes  of  him,  most  of 
which  have  escaped  me.  He  was  undoubtedly  a  good 
scholar  and  faitlrful  instructor,  but  his  qualities  were  not 
such  as  generate  popular  applause.  On  one  occasion  he 
went  on  a  missionary  expedition  into  Glocester  and  Bur- 
rillville,  at  that  time  not  thought  by  the  (Greenwich  people 
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.s  i»f  !i:!!i  ar;»  sueh  as  to  associate  him. 
>  ■  ■  !:*\  •.v.iiid  Willi  Scott's  Dominie  Samj^son.  A. 
•.:••.,  .vAkwaitl  man.  dr»\ssc<l  in  a  clerical  suit  of 
-..".l  /'.^^ilu  not  «.•!'  very  tine  texture,  hut  on  which 
• . .;  -it-'/.^i  !t'  verv  much  as  the  product  of  the  spinning 
\\''v-. '  .r-vi  .«"«'tu  oi  his  own  family — a  very  just  and  honest 
N.  ••..•.r.v-::,  i\v  i!:e  way.  To  me  he  was  ami  is  the  type  of 
.'  .'  ..',1  *Hv\»:c}i  riuiian  minister,  very  much  as  presented 
•  .'  •••.  •••.  :;:c  ;mj;cs  of  Old  Morialitv. 

Mr.  I  uiierwoovl  I  have  always  heard  spoken  of  respect- 
!i'."\,*'Ut    lM\e   never  In-tHx   made   very  familiar  with  his 

Kr\.  iViniel  Waldo  1  reeolleet  perfectly,  not  in  his 
r»«hnic:ioii  Willi  the  svhiMil  hut  with  the  old  church.  lie 
>\.i.  a  in  OI  oi"  plain  nsanners  and  modest  pretensions,  but 
s\  I .  a  luo-.i  th-\otetl  .servant  of  his  Master,  and  won  the 
riidiiini.'.  .ilVci-non  of  his  people,  whom  he  was  permitted 
1,1  M.it  i«ccaa.«iialt\  and  preach  to  in  (ireenwieli  and  New- 
iM.tt  uniil  luMiU  iii^  one-hundredth  year.  After  90  he 
^>.ii  ih.ipl.nii  ol  Toiiirress  for  several  years,  and  when  in 
Ni.upoil  woiihl  walk   iti  the  heach  and  bathe  every  day, 
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having  apparently  the  elasticity  of  youth.     He  was  a  very 
genial  man,  unlike  as  possible  to  his  brother  Rich. 

Especial  notice  is  due  to  the  lion.  Jeremi.ah  G.  Chatlsey, 
who  was  Mr.  Alden's  assistant  during  the  first  two  and  a 
half  years  after  the  organization  of  the  Institution,  at  the 
end  of  which  time,  from  the  iiuidequacy  of  his  compen- 
sation, his  connection  was  dissolved,  and  he  became  the 
precei)tor  of  the  academy  in  Apponaug.  He  had  pre- 
viously been  em])loyed  by  Elihu  and  Christopher  Greene» 
at  Potowomo,to  instruct  their  childrun,  and  their  continued 
reixard  for  and  confidence  in  him  is  indicated  by  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  theirs  which  has  been  furnished  me  bv  the 
kindness  of  IIiMiry  T.  Chatlsey,  Esq.,  of  Wickford,  his  son. 
After  his  removal  to  Apponaug  Mr.  Chadsey  was  remark, 
able  for  his  scientific  tastes  and  attainments,  and  lived  to 
an  extreme  old  ag(s  enjoying  the  confidence  aiul  respect 
of  the  community  in  a  very  high  degree.  He  was  distin- 
gui.'shed  afterwards  as  a  model  farmer,  and  nuide  many 
contributions  to  the  literature  of  that  department,  and  was 
for  many  years  Senator  from  North  Kingstown. 

The  beneficent  inllnence  of  the  Academy  was  more 
decidedly  in  the  direction  of  the  general  improvement  of 
the  community  in  character  and  acquirements,  and  in 
inspiring  higher  aspirations  generally,  than  in  affording 
very  man}^  conspicuous  examples  of  brilliant  careers. 
Very  many  men  and  women  of  sterling  and  substantial 
qualities  owed  the  ground-work  of  their  education  to  the 
old  Kent  Academy. 

The  general  tone  of  Greenwich  society  00  years  ago  was 
generally  understood  to  be  exceptionally  high.  Perhaps 
those  best  known  as  prominent  in  the  public  eye,  besides 
Professor  Greene,  were  Hon.  Albert  C.  Greene,  Chief 
Justice  Richard  W.  Greene,  and  Chief  Justice  George 
Brayton.     Many  persons  present  probably  remember  Gen- 
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eral  Albert  C  Greene,  and  more    the  other  two  distin- 
guished gentlemen  I  have  named. 

Probably  no  man  known  in  the  history  of  Rhode  Island 
through  a  long  career  of  public  service,  which  was  crowned 
with  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  ever 
enjoyed  so  full  a  share  of  the  public  approbation  and 
regard  as  Gei>eral  Greene.  The  amiability  of  his  dispo- 
sition, the  suavity  of  his  manners,  and  his  personal  mag- 
netism made  him  a  favorite  of  all  ranks  and  classes, 
whether  young  or  old,  rich  or  poor,  familiar  or  strange. 
When  a  Senator  he  was  stvled  the  Chesterfield  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  fitness  of  the  title  could  not  be  questioned. 
But  aside  from  the  attractive  and  endearing  qualities  of 
General  Greene,  he  possessed  intellectual  attributes  of  a 
high  order,  which  insured  him  a  very  i^rominent  position 
in  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  and  a  leading  one  in  her  Legis- 
lature. Better  than  all  he  was  a  man  of  pure  character 
and  spotless  integrity. 

Judge  Richard  W.  Greene  was  better  known  to  you  ; 
his  career  has  closed  within  a  comparatively  short  period. 
During  sixty  years  or  more  he  occupied  a  very  high  posi- 
tion at  the  Bar,  and  for  many  years  was  very  generally 
esteemed  as  among  its  leaders,  if  not  its  head.  He  never 
engaged  actively  in  politics  and  never  sought  political 
prominence,  and  therefore  was  never  a  member  of  the 
National  Legislature,  but  nobod}'  ever  doubted  his  capac- 
ity, had  it  been  his  choice,  to  have  been  conspicuous  and 
powerful  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 

Judge  Brayton  has  only  lately  been  taken  from  among 
us.  Modest  and  retiring  to  a  fault,  his  quiet  and  unpre- 
tending manners,  his  industrious  and  methodical  habits, 
his  logical  and  sound  reasoning,  and  his  perfect  integrity 
Qf  character  secured  to  him,  during  his  long  occupancy  of 
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a  seat  on  the  Supreme  Bench  of  this  Statu,  universal  confi- 
dence and  reapect. 

The  brothev  of  Judge  Bmvtoii,  Hon,  William  D.  Bray- 
toii,  formerly  member  of  Congress  from  Rhode  Island,  was 
rIho  a  pupil  in  the  Academy  during  Mr.  Robinson's  pre- 
ceptorship, 

Having  dwelt  as  much  as  time  will  warrant  on  the 
school  and  its  fruits.  I  will  tax  your  patience  with  some 
reference  to  its  roundel's. 

TIic  most  dignified  figure  in  the  estalilishmout  of  this 
Institution  was  (iovernor  Williitm  Orecae,  who  had  been 
governor  of  tlie  State  from  May,  1778,  to  May,  1780,  and 
whose  father,  the  senior  William  Greene,  had  Iwen  gov- 
ernor of  the  colony  for  eleven  years,  between  174-  aud 
1759.  Although  at  that  time,  1804,  seventy-tliree  years 
of  age,  lie  was  still  in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood,  and  he 
was  selected  to  be  the  first  president  of  the  Kent  Academy. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Greene,  had  been  deputy- 
governor  of  the  colony  from  1690  to  1700,  and  declined  to 
be  elected  governor  because  he  would  not  change  his  resi- 
dence from  Warwick  to  Newport,  a  residence  in  the 
metTOi>olis  being  then  regarded  as  a  "sine  qua  nou.'' 

Governor  Greene  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  [iresence. 
And  of  grave  and  dignified  carriage,  and  was  regarded  by 
the  inhabitants  of  this  region  as  the  pei-sonification  of 
wisdom ;  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  man  who  was 
chosen  for  eight  consecutive  yeai-s  to  conduct  the  affaii-s  of 
the  State,  during  the  exceptionally  trying  time  of  the  War 
of  Independence,  and  did  so  conduct  them  as  to  assure 
himself  the  respect  and  confidence  of  not  only  his  constit- 
uents but  of  all  the  officials  of  the  United  States  with 
whom  his  position  brought  him  into  correspondence,  as 
II- ell  as  the  esteem  and  affection  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  our  allies,  the  French,  with  whom  his  relations 
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were  necessarily  most  intimate  and  confidential,  was  essen- 
tially and  thoroughly  imbued  with  those  admirable  qual- 
ities of  mind  and  Iieart  which  justified  the  high  estimate 
put  upon  him  by  his  neighboi*s. 

It  is  probably  to  the  sagacity  and  discrimination  of 
Governor  Greene  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  earlj-  dis- 
covery of  those  transcendent  (jualities  which  gave  to  the 
cause  of  liberty,  almost  at  the  outset  of  the  struggle,  the 
inestimable  services  of  General  Nathaniel  Greene.  Gen- 
eral Greene,  who  was  not  a  very  near  relative,  had  married 
at  the  governor's  house  a  niece  of  his  wife's  who  had  been 
a  member  of  his  household,  and  he  had  thus  had  ample 
opportunity  to  observe  his  superiority,  and  he  was  imme- 
diately placed  in  a  position  to  display  those  attributes 
which  soon  won  him'the  aflfectiou  and  respect  of  Wash- 
ington, and  enabled  him  to  carve  out  the  distinction  which 
he  so  well  deserved  and  which  is  so  universally  awarded 
him. 

The  public  correspondence  of  Governor  Greene  is  very 
voluminous,  and  exhibits  the  sterling  sense  and  sincerity 
which  distinguished  hun.  I  recollect  hearing  Dr.  William 
Turner,  of  Newport,  a  remarkable  man  himself,  and  who 
as  a  young  man  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  him,  say : 
"I  never  heard  Governor  Greene  utter  a  sentence  that  was 
not  worthy  to  be  repeated."  This  impression  expressed 
in  his  mature  age  was  but  a  reilection  of  the  sentiment 
which  Governer  Greene  always  inspired,  and  I  have  never 
known  any  man,  both  by  intellectual  qualities  and  by 
refined  associations,  l)etter  qualified  to  estimate  such  a 
man  correctly. 

Governor  Greene  was  a  farmer,  and  by  industrj'  and 
prudent  management  acquired  a  largo  estate.  When  not 
engaged  in  public  affairs  he  attended  closely  to  his  farm- 
ing, and  on  one  occasion  when  he  was  about  his  work  he 
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is  said  to  have  stepped  into  hi.s  bedroom  window  and 
changed  bis  ratnient  before  going  into  bis  parlor  to  enter- 
tain some  distinguished  oilicial  visitors.  lb  is  said  that 
while  governor  he  ust;d  tn  wnlk  to  Providence  to  attend 
the  sessions  of  the  Assembly  and  n-ulk  buck  at  night. 
This  feat  was  rather  exceedud  by  anotht^r  great-grandfather 
of  mine  who,  being  a  shipwrij:;ht  in  Wairen,  would  walk 
around  by  Providence  to  Warwick,  oversee  bis  timber- 
cutters  there,  take  his  dinner  with  my  grandmother  in 
Greenwich,  look  after  his  hands  in  the  afternoon,  and 
return  to  Warren  at  night,  nil  on  foot. 

Such  things  seem  queer  in  these  degenerate  tlays,  but 
then  the  roada  were  very  bad  and  carriageH  very  searoo 
and  very  poor. 

The  eldest  son  of  Governor  Greene,  the  Hon.  Ray 
Greene,  was  another  of  the  original  incorporators  of  Kent 
Academy.  He  was  born  in  1765,  and  was  therefore,  at 
the  establishment  of  the  Academy,  ;i9  years  of  age,  and 
was  especially  intere.sted  in  it  from  the  fact  that  his  chil- 
dren were  of  the  age  when  the  advantages  to  be  expected 
from  it  were  specially  important  to  ihein,  and  three  of 
them  accordingly  were  pupils  of  Mr.  Alden,  the  first  pre- 
ceptor, George,  Williuni,  and  Catharine. 

Mr.  Ray  Greene  was  a  jmjiil  of  Master  Adam  Maxwell^ 
in  his  boyliood  in  Greenwich,  lie  was  also  at  school,  at 
some  period,  at  Newbnryport,  and  passed  some  time  at 
school  in  Philadelphia,  where  ho  was  an  inmate  of  the 
family  of  Doctor  Franklin,  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
his  father  and  mother,  and  whose  likeness,  an  iron  medal- 
lion, hung  there  by  himself,  still  hangs  over  the  mantel  of 
Governor  Greene's  diidng-room,  the  likeness  of  a  man 
previously  to  tlio  Revolution  better  known  in  Europe 
probably  than  any  other  Ameiican. 

Mr.  Greene  graduated  at  Yule  College  about  1783,  and. 
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studied  law  in  General  Vaninni's  office,  in  the  liouse  late 
the  residence  of  Chief  Justice  IJravlon,  now  of  Dr.  Bowen, 
on  this  street.  From  ITfU  to  171*7  he  was  attorney 
creneral  of  thi-^  State,  and  from  171.»7  to  l.sOl  he  was  a 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  in  the  United  States  Senate. 
Not  manv  years  later  his  mind  became  ohscured  so  as  to 
disable  him  from  the  i>rosecution  of  any  business,  and 
although  he  livetl  until  184S  he  never  recovered  his  intel- 
lectual jiower,  and  died  at  the  age  of  81  years. 

Mr.  (ireene  was  remarkable  for  his  fine  ai»i»earance  and 
for  his  debonair  manner,  both  of  which  he  retained  to  the 
close  of  his  lif«».  His  father  was  six  feet  two  inches  in 
height,  he  was  six  feet,  an<l  one  of  his  ancestors  was  said 
to  have  been  still  taller.  The  grace  and  suavity  of  his 
address  I  have  never  seen  equalled,  although  his  mind  was 
under  a  cloud.  During  six  years  of  my  childhood,  when 
I  was  a  member  of  the  same  family,  I  never  saw  his  equa- 
nimity disturbed  or  his  dignity  rullhd.  During  the  stay 
of  the  French  ileet  of  De  Tiernay  at  Newport  he  was  a 
guest  (then  10  years  old;  on  b«)ard  the  admiral's  ship, 
and  his  wonderful  complaisance  was  very  probably  acquired 
from  his  asso(!iation  with  the  very  best  specimens  of  the 
old  Frenrli  school  at  that  time. 

Governor  Greene  and  his  son  Ray  were  subscribers  for 
ten  shares  of  the  original  stock.  The  only  subscription 
which  exceeded  theirs  was  that  of  Mr.  Ethan  Clarke,  who 
subscribed  individuidly  for  ten  shares. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  a  native  of  Ilopkinton,  in  this  State,  and 
went  to  N«?wport  when  a  youth,  and  by  dint  of  industry 
and  prudence  worked  his  way  into  a  prominent  position, 
and  married  a  daughter  of  Governor  Samuel  Ward.  His 
daughter  married  Xuthaniel  R.  Greene,  son  of  General 
Nathaniel,  and  the  mother  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Greene,  of 
Middletown,   and   of  rrofes.">or  George  W.  Greene,   LL. 
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D.,  of  East  Greeinvich.  Hi^  »oii,  Mr.  Riiv  Chiike,  was  a 
man  of  high  cultiirt!,  and  wai;  the  I'lither  of  Kcv.  Ethati 
Kay  Clarke,  of  Miehii;aii,  and  of  Siiiiuiel  W.  Clarke, 
of  A[iponaiig,  and  hits  eldest  daiigliier  was  the  wife  of  the 
late  Chief  Justice  Itruvton.  Ilavitig  ueijuired  what  in 
"those  daya  of  siimll  tilings"  was  coiisidered  an  ample 
fortune,  ilr.  Clarke  came  to  Green wii-li  from  Newport  unil 
died  here  at  an  advnnetsd  age.  His  active  interest  in  the 
initiation  of  this  enterjiriiie  and  his  gcnerons  siiliseription 
Im  pr(X)f  of  Ids  liberality  of  sentiment  und  just  ajijireeiiitiou 
of  the  advantages  of  inielkelual  eulture.  Mr.  Clarke's  is 
the  fii-st  intnie  in  llie  oiiL^inal  initiiilory  jiai'er.  The  others 
are  as  tnilows,  viz:  Willinni  Arnold,  MatlieWfOn  and 
Moury  ami  I'eter  Turner,  all  of  East  Greenwich,  and 
Ilay  Greene  and  Elihii  and  Chiistoj.her  Greene,  all  of 
Warwick,  itc. 

Wm.  Ariiold  was  a  resident  of  (freenvvicli,  and  estahlish- 
ed  the  very  successful  and  aiway-s  ['opuhir  hot-tlery  with 
the  sign  of  the  Imncli  of  ginpes.  for  many  years  familiar  to 
us  all  as  "Uijdike's,"  and  once  in  two  yeais  when  the 
Geneial  AsstmMy  held  its  January  i-istiiin  iu  Kast  Grten- 
n-tch,  was  the  host  uf  all  the  nolaliles  of  the  State.  He 
was  alto  for  many  years  largely  engaged  in  a  lucrative 
coniniereial  huMness  wiili  Surinam  ami  (lie  West  Indies, 
and  was  withoul  doulit  the  most  suecessi'nl  nn-rehant  who 
tia:i  ever  flfmrished  here.  The  Updike  family  were  his 
grandchildren,  and  many  of  his  descendants  have  been 
prominent  citizens  here. 

Mnthewson  and  Mowry  were  very  respectable  and 
active  citizens,  who  prosecuted,  among  other  things,  the 
manufacture  of  eaids  to  be  uatd  by  band,  and  I  recollect 
many  of  the  girls  at  Mrs.  Coggesball's  school  were  era- 
ployed,  iuistead  of  sewing,  in  setting  the  teeth  of  these 
cards   for  Mr.    Muthewson.     The  surviving  j'artner.  Jlr. 


«  « 
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^: :  .    .  .v>.  :i.  I     ../.:eve,  had  no  children,  and  none  of  Mr. 
M    '.  :•;*'<  .::>vt:.  Liiitis  now  remain  in  Greenwich. 

'/.•..:•  r.:-".:  va^;  a  {'hy:iieian  who  had  served  as  surgeon 
,*v^\.-c'  C!  ::>:-.  {i.er  Greene's  regiment  in  the  Revolii- 
:.  ••  ,  i  .:  s^::!-;  ;  in  Greenwich  after  the  expiration  of  his 
sc  •*.•....•.  iv.  :  •liel  here  in  1821,  having  heen  a  prominent 
,...  ..  r ..  t'.j^v-oiid  vears.  He  was  a  man  of  verv  salient 
vi  •  •.>  .^:  v!:avao:er,  hut  as  he  was  my  grandfather  I  do  not 
v:rr.'SL'  :.»  vH\'Uj»y  your  time  with  any  elaborate  or  eulo- 
i;'-i„',*  d^vUS'iion  of  his  character  or  career,  which  has 
.i'  wuiy  Ih'cm  faithfully  done  by  my  friend  Dr.  Eldredge 
ii".!  '\\  Pv^ctor  I'^aniel  Greene.  He  (Dr.  Turner)  was  one 
v»f  i-'o  !u/»st  earnest  and  active  participants  in  the  estab- 
l  s''.»'\  Ml  i»f  till*;  Instilulion,  and  had  an  especijil  fondness 
r.'!  sv'ih^larly  juirsuits.  Dr.  Turner  has  numerous  descend- 
ii"is  utMU'  o(  wIhmu  are  resident  here. 

V\\\\n  and  (Miristt>phtM-  Greene  were  the  two  brothers  of 
Gv'ttvr.il  (ireeni\  who  carried  on  the  business  established 
b\  iluir  Lulier  (^bost  known  as  ••(Quaker  Preacher  Nathan- 
u*l  ■  >  M  roiowonie.  They  \Vi*re  known  among  their  friends 
oi  iii\  uH'»»lUM*iit»n  as  rncle  Elihu  and  Tnele  Kit.  Uncle 
r:«!iii  londiieieil  the  blaeksmiih  sliop,  or  forge  as  it  was 
r.illrd.  and  Tiii'le  Kir,  ihi*  i^risi  mill. 

riihu  \\;i>  lh»*  most  irentK*  and  amiable  of  men.  He 
n-.rti  to  aiii'nil  lb**  Kiii'iids*  nu-etinir  n*gularly,  and  on 
\\  .  diieMl.i\  V  afirr  nut'linL::  he  used  to  visit  among  his 
III. Mil.  Ill  ilu'  \i!Iai:!\  Hi'  was  lu-nt  abnost  do u  1)1  e  from 
bi.  I.il'.M'.oM'.  b.il'ii*-,  auil  always  kept  bis  jiipe  in  his  mouth, 
ini.l  ••riui.iIU  upsi^b'  tlown,  in  bis  walks  about  town.  He 
w.i.  .1  iii.ni  «>('  !Mt';it  iiitelHiri'iii'e  and  .sterling  sense  and 
nil.  \» .  pn.«ii.iblr  rli.u.u'it  r.  An  aih*e<b>te  which  illustrates 
hi.  pit  nl:.n  uiiipi'i.nncni  u>ed  ti»  be  told  by  tlie  late  Col. 
|>,iMi|  I'iiiiii  :ri,  wlio  was  ;ii  wt»rk  under  him  at  the  time. 
rbiM   \\iM«'  ni.iKiiii:  a  l.iriiv  anrhor  for  Brown  &  Ives,  and 
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the  ship  was  lying  off  waiting  for  its  completion,  when  in 
the  midst  of  their  hurry  the  anchor  was  broken.  Uncle 
Elihu,  who  was  scarcely  ever  known  to  express  any  impa- 
tience, looked  very  much  concerned,  and  after  considerable 
deliberation,  he  said  :  *' David,  do  vou  think  it  would  do 
any  good  to  swear?"  The  hite  Franklin  Greene  was  the 
only  son  of  Eliliu. 

Christopher  Greene,  though  a  very  resi)ectable  and  esti- 
mable man,  was  of  a  verv  different  mould.  He  was  of  a 
very  positive  and  excitable  temperament.  He  was  the 
business  man  of  the  concern,  and  traveled  about  a  good 
deal  in  the  prosecution  of  their  affairs,  which  were  quite 
extensive.  They  ran  a  slocij)  called  the  "Two  Brothers," 
CJirryinu  their  meal  and  iron  manufactures  to  market  and 
bringing  their  stock  and  supplies.  They  made  most  of  the 
anchors  used  in  the  bav,  and  the  commercial  business  of 
Providence,  Newport,  (ireenwich  and  P>ristol  was  then 
many  times  greater  than  now.  I  recollect  frequently 
hearing  at  the  Academy  the  clang  of  tlieir  trip  hammer  in 
favorable  conditions  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  sons  of  Christnplujr  were  (^ai)tain  Nathaniel  Greene, 
the  late  Chief  Justice  Richard  \V.,  Samuel  and  Elihu.  and 
several  daughters,  and  his  descendants  are  numerous 
among  your  own  prominent  people.  He  married  two 
dau£:hters  of  (Tovernor  Samuel  Ward. 

These  gentlemen,  exeept  (lovernor  CTieene,  were  the 
oricfinators  of  the  desitjn.  Afterwards  other  t^entlenien 
were  associated  with  them  to  tin;  number  in  all  of  sixtv- 

ft 

seven.  Several  i»f  tlu*se  were  residents  ot  Providt-nce  and 
Newport,  but  a  large  proportion  of  the  more  important 
citizens  of  Greenwich  were  inelude<l  in  the  list.  Most  of 
these  names  are  familiar  to  me,  and  I  should  be  glad  if 
time  permitted  to  give  eai*h  of  them  some  noiice,  but  1 
have  sufficientiv  taxed  vour  forbearance  and  I  relnctantlv 
desist. 


<*<* 


.4.  f  (.-r*.*  '•i^'if'i   *7fi'.n»j:l:\  AytLmtj  AluiHni, 

•  t7 


A  r'r'v  :'.  -.riv,-:!:-.:. j  on  :Le  cuii<e>  which  led  to  rhe  change 
::i  ti.r  .-.  i:i:::::>::ii:i'ii  of  the  <chooi.  a^;  >ho\vii:Lr  that  that 
•:::.i:.^-'r  '.Viij;  :hr  j  l.ilrs'-tiJ.ical  and  logical  -jeqiience  of  the 
-•li.in::-rs  that  U'.xuirvd  in  the  CMmniunitv. 

The  greneiation  tin;:  hinl  created  the  sJciiool  had  disap- 
peared. A  large  j-r.-j-oirion  of  their  n";a!tr  descendants  had 
•leseited  t!ie  r-arerital  ::i^"'.t:>i«le  for  loi'lcnce  in  remote  and 
divfiSf  i«»ca:i:ie.> :  f«'r  the  t:ducati«»n  art^rdcd  them  at  the 
old  Acadf  mv  had  •sua'.inrd  thvm  ff»r  success  in  larcjer  tiehls 
of  entciprise  than  Giechwich  then  afforded  or   promised. 

In  the  meai.time  a  new  power  was  heini;  devehiped. 
Methodism  at  tliat  time  was  «"»niy  hcginning  to  phmt  the 
seeds  of  tlie  wond^.-rful  iiiiluriiue  it  has  since  made  mani- 
fest. At  my  tirst  rt  ci»Heo:i"n  thcv  worshipped  occasionally 
in  the  Court  House,  and  it  was  a  numi.trr  of  vears,  not  until 
I  had  removed,  that  tht-y  wt-re  sin-ng  ennuudi  to  have  a 
iu>use  of  their  i»wn,  bur  their  growth  was  rapid.  In  those 
davs  their  ministers  were  men  of  not  the  hiiirhest  order  of 
culture,  and  their  people  here  were  contented  with  such 
opportunities  for  education  as  Master  Casey's  school 
afforded,  hut  as  they  inereast-d  in  numbers  and  importance 
their  aspirations  pointed  to  a  higlier  cultivation,  and  the 
natural  result  fi»nowed.  The  stroma  current,  fed  from  new 
and  multitudini»us  torces,  was  too  strong  for  a  conservative 
foiee  whirh,  hiuvever  respectable  and  praiseworthy,  was 
staiiiuiarv  v»r  deelinin^. 

'Hie  feelinv:  of  reirret  when  i»ld  landmarks  are  removed 
is  natural,  is  creditable  :  but  the  old  must  give  place  to  the 
n»*\\,  thf  abstract  to  the  ei>ncrete.  We  may  sympathize 
with  the  lov(»  t»f  the  venerable  and  the  respectable,  but  we 
ou:'ht  not  to  mourn  because  that  amiable  feature  inhuman 
nature  is  ralln^r  a  sentiment  than  a  power. 

In  habit  and  sentiment  I  am  a  Congrecrationalist,  but  I 
lonk   up«»n  the  establishment  of  the  Episcopal  church  on 
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the  site  of  the  old  Congregational  church,  which  was  built 
and  supported  largely  by  my  ancestors  and  where  my  first 
religious  opportunities  were  afforded  me,  and  which  was 
rich  in  associations — as  only  a  parallel  case,  and  brought 
about  from  the  necessities  of  the  case  bv  means  somewhat 
similar. 

I  am  aware  that  I  am  liable  to  criticism  in  dwelling 
so  largely  on  the  history  of  a  period  in  which  you  gen- 
erally take  less  interest  than  in  a  more  recent  one,  but  I 
have  been  led  thereto  by  several  reasons :  and  first,  that 
my  own  familiarity  with  that  portion  of  it  is  very  much 
greater  than  with  any  other ;  and  second,  that  hundreds 
here  present  are  infinitely  better  qualified  than  any  amount 
of  time  and  api>licrttion  could  possibly  make  me ;  third, 
that  what  I  have  given  is  chiefly  a  rdsumd  of  reminis- 
cences and  traditions,  many  of  which  might  die  with  me, 
whereas  the  history  of  tlie  Greenwich  Academy  is  a  mat- 
ter of  complete  and  faithful  record,  which  has  frequently 
been  discussed  and  placed  in  print  by  much  abler  pens 
than  mine. 

I  bes:  to  be  understood  as  beintj  in  full  accord  with 
the  motives  and  designs  of  the  Conference,  and  as  wishing 
with  all  my  heart  the  continued  success  and  prosperity  of 
our  time-honored  Alma  Mater. 


MONUMENTAL  INSCRIPTIONS- 


FROM   TOMBSTONES   IN  NEWPORT  CEMETERIES. 


Sacred 

to  the 

Meiuoiy    of 

Capt.  IIenky  Dayton, 

wlio  dei)arted  this  life  the  5th  of  AiM'il,  1792, 

ill  tlie  41.st  Year  of  his  age.     He    was   a  Patriot  of 

177t),  served  his  eouiiirv  from  the   conimenceiuent 

to  the  end  of  our  llevohuionary    War.      Applied   to 

Coiifjress   and    obtained    a   Lieutenant's  command 

of  Marines,  and  soon  after  was  at  tlie   capture 

of  N(?w  Providence;  served  under  the  enterprising 

Col.  Harton.     Was  appointed  commandant  of  this 

his  Native  Place  after  its  evacuation  bv  the 

British.      For  tliese,  his  arduous  and  unremitted 

s<!rvices  in  the  cause  nf  his  country,  he  received 

little  other  reward  than  the  satisfaction   of 

K'llh'ctins:  that  bv  his  efforts  he  had  con- 

tributed   to  the  triumphant  issue  of  our  contest 

antl  the  establishment  of  the    Liberties   of 

his  Htdoved  Countrv.     He  has  left  a  larije  and 

helpless    Family  to  lament  his  Transition  from 


) 
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this  vale  of  Tears,  one  of  whom,  from  filial 
duty,  makes  this  attempt  to  memorialize  his 

virtues  : 
Man  is  Vanity  &  Dust  in  all  his  flower  and  Prime. 

[common  ground.] 


In  memory  of 

Capt.  John  Trevett, 

who  departed  this  life 

Nov.  5,  1823,  aged   76. 

He  was  a  true  Patriot  of  the  Revolution, 
and  served  his  country  faithfully  from  the 
commencement  to  the  close  of  tlie  war ; 
was  honoured  with  various  commissions  in  the 
Navy ;  was  three  times  at  the  capture  of  New 
Providence ;  was  in  many  serious  engagements  ; 
and  received  several  severe  wounds  in  the  cause 
of  Independence;  he  received  as  his  only  reward 
the  satisfaction  of  Retlectin;:^,  that  by  his  efforts 
he  had  contril)uted  to  the  eslublishment  of  the  blood- 
bought  Liberties  of  his  country. 

Also  of  Elizabeth,  his  auiiul)le  consort 

and  daughter  of  the  lute 
Capt.  John  Holmes  Gardner,  whodepaited 
this  life  Jan.  22,  1>>23,  aged  74. 
And  Capt.  Constant  Church  Trevett,  JEi.  27. 
Also  Capt.  Eleazer  I'revett,  Ail,  29, 
both  of  whom  died  in  the  Ciiu.se  of  their  country 
on  board  the  British  prison  ship  near  New  York, 

at  the  close  of  the  war. 

[common  ground.] 


92  Momimental  Inscriptions. 

In 
Menioiy 

of 

Solomon  Southwick,  Esq^ 

A  gentleman  of  liberal  education 

and  expansive  mind. 

For  many  years  Proprietor  and  Editor 

of   the  Newi^ort    Mercury, 

and  Commissary  General 

for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 

in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

He  died  Dec.  23,  A.  b.  1797, 

in  the  6Gth  year  of  his  age. 

Just,  generous,  good,  benevolent,  sincere. 
Was  he,  whose  hallowed  dust  reposes  liere  ; 
If  e'er  a  partial  prayer  he  breathed  to  Heaven 
That  prayer  was  for  liis  country's  glory  given. 

[common  ground.] 


Sacred 

to  the  memory 

of 

Col.  William  Tew, 

who  died  Slst   Oct.,  1808, 

asjed  03  years. 

As  an  officer  in  the  late 

revolutionary  war 

he  received  from  his  country 

the  apphiuse  and  reward 

justly  due  to  patriotism  and  valour, 

asbv  the  faithful  discharf'e 


i 
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of  several  ofHcea  of  public  trust 

in  his  native  town, 
he  obtained  merited  approbation, 

sustaining  tliioiigh  life 

the  character  of  an  honest  man, 

a  valuable  citizen,  an 

affectionate  husband  and  tender  parent. 

[common  ground.] 

This  stone 

IS   EEECTED  TO   THE    MEMOEY 
OF 

Capt.  Philip  M.  Toi-ham, 

Who  died  at  sea,  Dec.  29,  1816, 

In  lat.  22,  30  N.,  Ion.  71,  80  W., 

aged  36  jeais. 

Fourth  son  of  the  late  Col.  John  Topham. 

[common  ground.] 


WIGNERON  OR  VIGNERON. 


A  friend  of  tlie  editor,  who  is  a  descendant  in  a  female 
line  of  the  Vic^neruns,  as  it  is  now  usually  spelled,  fur- 
nishes the  following  account  of  the  four  doctors  Vigner- 
on,  all  of  whom  were  of  Newport,  viz. : 

"Know^ing  your  interest  in  such  mattei*s,  I  send  you  the 
following  statement.  Tiie  facts  are  taken  from  a  memo- 
randum now  in  my  possession,  made  by  my  uncle,  Wil- 
liam Vigneron : 

1st — NoRHEUT^  Fklicikn  Vigneuon,  born  June  2,  1670 
[Physician],  died  February  7,  17G4. 

2d — CiiAKLEs^  Antonie  Vkjneuon  [Physician],  son  of 

Norbert^  Felicien  Vigneron.     liorn ,  1717, 

died  Nov.  10, 1772. 

3d — Stephp:n  Vujneuon^  [Physician],  son  of  Norbert* 
Felicien  Viu^neron.  No  record  of  birth  or  death. 
Lost  at  sea  in  the  war  acjainst  the  F'rench.  At  one 
period  of  his  career  he  was  stugeon  of  a  ship  com- 
manded by  Cai»tain  IJouillard. 

4th — Stephen 3  Vigneron  [Physician],  scm  of  Charles^ 
Antonie  Vigneron.  Born  Nov.  2oth,  174>^,  died 
Aug.  24,  17^1,  on  board  a  prison  ship  in  New 
York  harbor.  He  succeeded  his  Axther  in  practice 
at  Newport. 
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Notes. — I  have  in  my  possession  a  copy  of  the  record 
of  the  birth  and  of  the  baptismal  certificate  of  Norbert 
Felicieu  Vigneron,  taken  from  the  parish  register  of  La 
Venter,  in  the  diocese  D'Arras,  in  the  Department,  Pas 
de  Calais,  by  my  great-uncle,  William  Vigneron. 

Charles  Antonie  died  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was 
buried  in  *'Parson  Gano's  burying  ground."  Small  pox 
having  made  its  appearance,  he  determined  to  be  inocula- 
ted, and  went  to  New  York  for  that  purpose.  His  death 
occurred  a  short  time  after  the  inoculation.  I  have  now 
an  old  paper  containing  a  notice  of  his  death,  with  a 
somewhat  exaggerated  eulogy  of  his  character. 

Stephen  3  Vigneron  was  in  the  expedition  against  Cape 
Breton,  and  was  present  at  the  fall  of  Louisburg.  My 
grandmother  had  a  silver  bodkin  which  I  frequently  saw, 
which  she  said  was  picked  up  by  her  uncle  during  that 
expedition. 

Stephen"*,  the  brother  of  my  grandmother,  must  have 
taken  an  active  part  on  the  side  of  his  country  early  in 
the  Revolution.  My  grandmother  told  me  that  when  the 
British  troops  were  entering  Newport,  her  brother  made 
his  escape  from  the  town  on  horseback.  His  books,  in- 
struments, etc.,  were  confiscated  by  the  invaders,  who  had 
been  informed  by  three  of  his  neighbors,  politically  op- 
posed to  him,  of  his  revolutionury  sentiments. 

There  is  no  account  of  him  after  he  lied  from  Newport, 
except  his  death  ;  as  that  occurred  on  board  a  prison  ship, 
it  may  safely  be  supposed  that  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
hostilities  against  the  mother  country. 

The  names  of  the  parents  of  Norbert  ^  Felieien  Vig- 
neron were  Antoine  Vigneron  and  Anne  Therese,  nee 
Beaussart."  T. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  Doc- 
tors  Vigneron  were  the  leading  medical  practitioners  in 
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Newport.  They  for  many  years  occupied  the  house  now 
standing  and  known  as  the  Gilbert  Chase  estate,  at  the 
N.  E.  corner  of  Marlborough  and  Farewell  streets.  My 
great-grandfather,  Dr.  William  Turner,  of  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  who  was  a  son  of  Capt.  William  Turner,  of  New- 
port, was  a  student  of  medicine  with  the  first  or  second 
Dr.  Vigneron  in  that  house  about  1730.  One  hundred 
years  later  the  same  house  was  occupied  by  my  father's 
family  for  two  or  three  years. 

Henby  E.  Turner. 


I 


ABSTRACTS  FROM  RHODE  ISLAND  COLONIAL 

LAND  EVIDENCE. 


D;eclaration  of  Elizabeth  Gould. — "These  are  to 
signify  unto  all  Christian  people  wherever  these  presents 
shall  come,  that  whereas  it  hath  been  suimised,  ruminated, 
and  reported  amongst  many  people  in  the  world,  that  Wil- 
liam Coggeshall,  now  inhabiting  in  the  town  of  Ports- 
mouth, in  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  was  only  the  reputed  son  of 
Mr.  John  Coggeshall,  of  the  town  of  Newport,  and  not  his 
own  natural  son  ;  I,  Elizabeth  Oould,  now  wife  of  Thomas 
Gould,  of  Kingstown,  in  the  King's  Province,  in  New  Eng- 
land, &c.,  the  only  natural  mother  of  the  said  William 
Coggeshall,  do  declare  and  testify,  and  in  the  presence  of 
Almighty  God  solemnly  upon  oath  affirm  that  the  said 
Mr.  John  Coggeshall  was  and  is  the  only  natural  father  of 
him,  the  said  Wm,  Coggeshall,  and  that  he,  the  said  Mr. 
John  Coggeshall,  did  beget  the  said  Wm.  Coggeshall  on 
my  body  before  I  was  parted  from  him,  being  then  his 
wife.  And  this  declaration  and  testimony,  being  the  truth 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  I  being  aged  and  not  knowing 
how  soon  it  may  please  the  Lord  to  call  me  out  of  this 
world,  do  leave  it  for  a  satisfaction  to  the  world,  as  if  it 
were  the  last  words  I  had  to  speak  or  declare  before  my 
decease  on  my  dying  bed.  Taken  upon  oath  Sept.  4, 1684, 
before  me,  Wm.  Coddington,  Gov."     [Vol.  1,  p.  264.] 
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Deed.  John  Crandall  to  Jeremiah  and  Heber 
Crandail. — John  Crandall  of  Newport,  son  and  heir  of 
John  Crandall,  of  Newport,  deceased,  for  love,  &c.,  con- 
veys to  "my  two  brothers  Jeremiah  and  Heber,  now  in 
tuition  of  their  mother,  Hannah  Crandall,  a  house,  for- 
merly the  mansion  of  my  father,  and  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Westerly,  bounded  W.,  by  land  of  Nicholas 
Cottrell,  E.n  by  the  fresh  meadows,  iV.,  by  Pawcatuck 
river,  S*^  by  land  late  of  Edward  Smith  of  Newport,  de- 
ceased."    May  13,  1678.     [Book  1,  p.  161.] 

Deed.  Carew  Clarke  to  Thomas  Ward,  Assignee 
OF  Edward  Larkin. — Carew  Clarke,  of  Newport,  for 
good  causes,  &o.,  and  "Whereas  Edward  Larkin  of  New- 
port, bought  of  my  brother,  John  Clarke,  of  Newport, 
therefore  I  forever  release  to  Thomas  Ward,  of  Newport, 
ttssighee  of  Edward  Larkin,  all  my  right,  &c.,  in  said  land 
l)(?ing  18  acres,  now  in  possession  of  Thomas  Peekham, 
bounded  i?.,  by  a  highway,  S,^  by  land  of  Peter  Easton, 
IK.,  by  land  of  assigns  of  my  said  brother,  John  Clarke, 
dcHJcased,  and  iV..  by  the  highway  leading  to  the  said 
hind."     June  13,   1679.     [Book  1,  p.  177.] 

Dkki).  Wm.  Read  to  Thomas  Brooks. — Wm.  Read, 
of  Nnwport,  R.  L,  for  X65,  conveys  to  Thomas  Brooks,  of 
Newport,  mariner,  a  mansion  house  and  lands  in  Newport ; 
in  bnMidth,  S.  E.  and  N.  TF.,  60  feet,  and  S.  W.  and  N.  E. 
10  fnnt ;  and  bounded  S.  E.,  N.  E.  and  iV.  W.  by  the 
piti  ruin,  and  S,  W.,  by  land  of  Thomas  Paine.  July  5, 1687. 
(hook  1,  pp.  »18,  319.] 

I  >KKi>.  John  Strainge,  Sr., to  John  Strainge,  Jr. — 
John  Htrain^o,  Hr.,  of  Portsmouth,  "for  sufficient  mainte- 
iiiuM «»  f'T  mo  and  his  mother,"  conveys  to  his  son,  John 
Hirmiipnu  Jr.,  20  acres  of  land,  bounded  N.  and  TT.,  by  the 
Httutinnn  \  S,  and  E.^  by  land  of  Daniel  Lawton.  Oct.  15, 
IrtHT.     (Hook  1.  p.  884.] 
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Deed.  John  Walley  and  Sarah,  his  Wife,  to 
Stephen  Mumford  and  Robert  Ayres. — John  Walley, 
"of  Bristol  Co.,  Dominion  of  N.  E.,"  and  Sarah,  his  wife, 
conveys  to  Stephen  Mumford,  of  Jamestown,  and  Robert 
Ayres,  of  Newport,  yeoman,  for  <£620  N.  E.,  240  acres  in 
Newport  called  "Brace's  farm,"  given  by  Wm.  Brenton, 
Esq.,  to  his  son  William,  and  bounded  TF.,  by  Henry  and 
Jireh  Bull ;  S.<t  by  Maj.  John  Coggeshall ;  J?.,  by  the  sea, 
and  iV.,  by  John  Easton,  Sr.,  in  part  and  partly  by  the 
common.     Nov.  26, 1689.     fBook  1,  pp.  341,  342,  343.J 

Deed.  Wm.  Brenton  to  John  Walley. — Wm.  Bren- 
ton of  New  Plymouth,  mariner,  and  Hannah  his  wife,  for 
8620  N.  E.f  convey  to  John  Walley  of  Bristol,  merchant, 
a  farm  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  called  Brace's  farm,  of  240  acres, 
now  in  possession  of  Richard  Allison,  willed  to  said  Wil- 
liam Brenton  by  his  father,  William  Brenton,  deceased. 
Bounded  TF.  by  land  of  Henry  Bull  Esq.,  and  Jireh  Bull ; 
jS.,  by  land  of  Maj.  John  Coggeshall ;  J?.,  by  the  sea  ;  and 
N.^  by  land  of  John  Easton,  Sr.,  and  the  common.  Nov. 
18, 1685.     [Book  1,  pp.  392,  393.] 

Deed.  Daniel  Gould  to  John  Sirkbtt. — Daniel 
Gould,  of  Newport,  for  X70  N.  E.,  to  John  Sirkett,  of 
Newport,  20  acres  in  Newport,  bounded  S.^  by  Edward 
Greenman's  land ;  TF.,  by  the  highway  or  common ;  N. 
and  E.,  by  land  of  said  Daniel  Gould.  Dec.  12,  1687. 
LBook  1,  pp.  830,  331.] 

Release. — John  Champlin,  heir  to  John  Gard,  dec*d, 
gives  freedom  to  his  negro,  Salmedore.  [Without  date. 
Book  1,  p.  60.] 

Deed  of  Gift.  Samuel  Wilbobe  to  Hannah 
Clabkb. — Samuel  Wilbore,  of  Portsmouth,  for  love  and 
a£fection,  conveys  to  his  daughter,  Hannah  Clarke,  wife  of 
Latham  Clarke,  of  Portsmouth,  3  lots  of  land,  in  all  500 
acres,  in  Kings   Province,  one  lot  being  a  house   lot  a|  ^ 


*-  '  -  - 
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Pettiquamscott  of  30  acres ;  one  other  lot  being  220  acres, 

^18  the  half  of  440  acres  granted  me  by  the  purchasers, 

«bout  a  mile  and  one-half  north  of  Pettiquamscott,  the 

•other  half  being  my  son-in-law  Caleb  Arnold's,  which  I 

.gave  unto  him ;   the  said  440  acres  to  be  equally  divided 

between  my  said  sons-in-law,  Latham  Clarke  and  Caleb 

Arnold,  Latham  Clarke  to  have  the   fii'st  choice.     The 

remainder,  250  acres,  is  the  half  of  500  acres  granted  me 

by  the  purchasers,  not  yet  laid  out,  the  other  half  being 

my  son-in-law  Caleb   Arnold's;  said  500  acres,  when  laid 

out,  to  be  equally  divided,  Caleb  Arnold  to  have  the  first 

.choice."     Oct.  14,  1671.     [Book  1,  p.  69.] 
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MABKIAGES. 


Lyman,  Daniel  to  Mary  Wanton  [of  John],  Jan.  20,  1782 
Langley,  Elizabeth  to  Oliver  Durfee,  Oct.  13,  1782 

Langley,  Lee  to  Sarah  Veil,  Dec.  13,  1782 

Lawton,  Polly  to  William  Pratt,  Bristol,      Jan.  10,  1783 
Launders,  Mary  to  Samuel  Thurston,  Aug.    7,  1783 

Lyndon,  Abigail  of  Josiah  to  Wm.  Bliss  of 

William,  Oct.  16,  1783 

Lake,  Sarah  to  Alexander  Hamilton,  Feb.  17,  1784 

Littlefield,Capt.Wm.  to  Elizabeth  Biinley,  Mar.  10,  1785 
Legrand,  Elizabeth  to  Edward  Boss,  Oct.     5,  1785 

Lyndon,  Abigail  to  Benoni  Ward,  Sept.   1,  1788 

Lawton,  Jeremiah  to  Mary  Coggeshall,  Nov.  23,  1788 
Lawton,  Amy  to  Abner  Hathaway,  Free- 
town, June  28,  1795 
Langley,  Peter  to  Elizabeth  Burden,  May  18,  1799 
Lawton,  Capt.  Robert,  Portsmouth,  to  Pen- 
elope Brown,  Dec.  31,  1799 
Langley,  John,  of  Peter,  to  Mary  Nason,of 

David,  Nov.    2,  1800 

Lyman,   Anna   Maria  to   Richard   Kidder 

Randolph,  July    9,  1802 

Lyon,  Ann  to  William  Knowles,  April  30,  1806 
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Lawton,   Eliza  to    James    Coggeshall,   of 

Thomas,  Aug.  16,  1810 

Lawton,  William  S.  to  Ann  Way,  June  28,  1814 

Lawson,  Ann  to  William  Williams,  Mar.  20,  1819 

Lovett,  Jane  to  Thomas  Sullivan,  Ireland, ,  1820 

Lake,  Mary,  of  Benjamin,  to  Capt.  Isaiah 

Burdick,  Feb.   15,  1822 

Lawton,  Joseph  C.  to  Ruth  B.  Stanhope,      May  17,  1829 

Little,  Jane  to  William  Hardman,  English,  Jan.  25,  1833 

Leach,  Rev.  Daniel,  Quincy,  to  i     j^j       jg    jg^ 

Lawton,  Mary  of  Robert  and  Penelope,  \         J        *       ' 

Locke,  Betsey    M.  to  George    W.  Smith, 

Providence,  Sept.  29,  1839 

Little,  Caroline  Florence  to  James  Rivers 

King,  Sept.     5,  1840 

Locke,  Edward  C,  of  Nath'l  and  Rebecca,  to 

Elizabeth  Gilmer  Packer,  of  Elijah 

and  Mercy,  Dec.  26,  1841 

Lovie,  Anna  E.  to  Thomas  S.  Tilley,  July  27,  1842 

Littlelield,  Deborah  M.  to  James  C.  Gould, 

Middletown,  Oct.  16,  1842 

Lowd,  Julia  M.  to  Lewis  G.  Arnold,  U.  S.  A.  June  27,  1843 
Locke,  Samuel  R.  to  Rhoda  A.  Richardson, 

of  Jay,  Vt.,  July  28,  1844 

Little, to  David  Robertson,  Sept.   8,  1844 

Lewis,  Frances  to  Christopher  Marble,  Nov.  24,  1844 

Lewis,  Mar}'  to  Thomas  W.  Lee,  Jan.     2,  1845 

Logan,  Jane  to  William  Hunter,  Fall  River,  Jan.  27,  1845 
Lawton,  Thomas  H.  to  Louisa  B.  Forey,  May  1,  1845 
Lewis,  George  to  Ann  Hall,  Oct.  24,  1845 

Lawton,  Susannah  A.  of  Peleg  and  Susan- 
na, to  Edward  G.  Block,  of  Peter 

and  Ann,  Nov.  80,  1845 

Lawton,  George  A.  to  Rosetta  A.  Thompson,  Jan.  25,  1846 
Lense,  Frederick  to  Hannah  Burdick,  Mar.   1,  1846 
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Lamb,  Jacob  W.  to  Harriet  A.  Gardner,       Nov.   9,  1846 

Lawton,  William  F.  to  Martha  B.  Bur- 
roughs, May  26,  1847 

Lawton,  Mary  W.  to  Thomas  Barlow,  Sept.  26,  1847 

Lawton,  Elizabeth,  of  Robert,  to  William 

Mason,  Oct.  18,  1847 

Lawler,  Mary,  Hartford,  to  Thomas  Garrick,  Nov.  14,  1847 

Logan,  James  to    j  ^        9    jg^^ 

Lawton,  Susan,      j  ' 

Ladd,  Uriah,  Jr.,  Lebanon,  Ct.,  to  Catha- 
rine Burdick,  April   5,  1848 

Lunt,  James   to   Sarah    H.    Woodside,   of 

Brunswick,  Me.,  Oct.  25,  1849 

Langley,  John  S.  to    )  j^^^    ^3    jg-.^ 

Lawton,  Sarah  P.       j  •       »         - 

Lawton,  Catharine  to  Charles  Tiernay,         Aug.  26,  1855 
Martin,  Susanna  to  William  James,  Dec.  10,  1677 

Mumford,  Stephen  to  Mary ,  Mass.,  Aug.  — ,  1697 

Mumford,  John,  of  Stephen,  to  Peace  Perry, 

of  Edward,  ^    Oct.   — ,  1699 

Martin,  Mary  to Rhoads,  of  Walter,   Jan.  29,  1701-2 

Mew,  Mary  to  Thomas  Coleman,  of  Scit- 

uate,  Feb.  12,  1702-3 

Marshall,  Elizabeth  to ,  recorded,  Sept.  19,  1704 

Messingers,  John  to ,  — ,  

Miller,  John  to  Elizabeth ,  — ,  

Morton,  Franklin  to  Bathsheba  Hart,  Jnne    3,  1717 

Mumford,  Edmund  to  Mary  Way, ,  1718-19 

Morton,  Bathsheba  to  Jacob  Delane,  Mar.  19,  1720-1 

Mitchell,  John,  N.  Sh.,  to  Lois  Greenman,  June  19,  1720 

Mantindale, to  Elizabeth  Chamberlain, 

widow  of  Peter,                                    July  29,  1725 
Millar,  Robert,  Swanzey,  to  Abigail   Car- 
penter,                                                 Oct.   19,  1729 
May,  Elizabeth  to  John  Davis,  23,  1733 
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Minott,  Sarah  to  Samuel  Lyndon,  Dec.    2 

Manchester,  Thomas  to  Jane  Cook,  Aug.  — 

£fackay,  William  to  Elizabeth  George,  Aug.  14 
Marshall,  Peter  to  Rebecca  Crandall,  Nov.  26 

Moyeau,  William  to  Sarah  Driver,  Dec.  31 

Murphy,  Ebenezer  to  Mercy  Reynolds,         13 

Maxwell,   Hannah    to   William    Salsbury, 

Swanzey,  29 

Major,  David  to  Sai*ah  Castle,  Aug.  26 

Millett,  Daniel  to  Hannah  Clarke,  Sept.  27 

Martin,  Joseph,  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  to  Eliz- 
abeth Nichols,  of  John  and  Elizabeth,  Oct.  14 
Melville,  David  to  Lydia  West,  3rd  wife,      Feb.  11 
Mailing,  James  to  Mary  Burrough,  April  30 

McKane,  Katharine  to  John  Lashley,  June  19 

Molten,  John  to  Elizabeth  Pearce,  Oct.  23 

Marriott,  Samuel  to  Elizabeth  Savin,  Feb.  21, 

Martin,  Henry  to ,  May  26 

Moss,  Abigail  to  Josiah  Crandall,  Sept.    9 

MulhoUand,  John  to  Elizabeth  Hooper,        Sept.  — 

M ,  John  to  Sarah  Holt,  Sept.  13 

Maynard,  James  to  Ann  Vroom,  Nov.  — 

Manchester,  Alice  to  Stephen  Tripp,  Sept.  — 

Mashery,  Mary  to  Godfrey  Kindler,  Nov.    8 

Morse,  Joseph  to  Mary  Tucker,  Dec.     2 

Millar,  Experience  to  Alexander  Williams,  Mar.  14 
Mortimer,  Benjamin  to  Mercy  Dunham,  Mar.  13 
Manchester,   Martha   to    Joshua    Lawton, 

Portsmouth,  April  27 

Matthews,  Maria  to  Benjamin  Johnson,  May  8 
Murphy,  James  to  Martha  Pitman,  June  29 

Melville,  Mary  to  Samuel  Yates,  July  — 

Moss,  Niobe  to  Thomas  Austin,  Aug.  14 

McGowan,  Daniel  to Donnelly,  April  13 

Mence,  Jane  to  John  Donelly,  Aug.  12 


1735 
1737 
1737 
1738 
1738 
1739 

1739 
1739 
1739 

1739 
1739 
1740 
1740 
1740 
740-1 
1742 
1742 
1742 
1742 
1742 
174- 
1744 
1744 
1745 
1746 

1746 
1746 
1746 
1746 
1746 
1747 
1747 
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McDonald,  Alexander  to  Ann  Wilson,  Nov.  12,  1747 

Mendall,  Joanna  to  Samuel  Nichols,  May     5,  1748 

Morse,  Edward  to  Mary  Allan,  Sept.  15,  1748 

Merrihew,  Sarah  to  Edward  Carlton,  July  23,  1749 

Monroe,  John  to  Abigail  Fry,  Aug.    6,  

Macomber,  Ephraim  to  Mary  Green,  Mid- 

dletown,  Jan.  11, 1749-50 

Miller,  Elizabeth  to  George  Smith,  July    6,  1750 

Mackey,  Solomon  to  Susannah  Brown,  Aug.  16,  1750 

Mosier,  Philip  to  Sarah  Burgess,  Sept.  27,  1750 

MuUenox,  John  to  Lydia  Sabin,  Dec.  23,  1750 

Mosier,  Maxon  to  Lydia  Burgess, ,  1751 

Macknear,  John  to  Phebe  Peckham, ,  1751 

Meiville,  Abigail  to  Thomas  Vickray, ,  1751 

Ma ,  Samuel  to Hawkins,  July  14,  1751 

Marryott,  Samuel  to  Ann  Hawkins,  July  25,  1751 

[The  two  above  are  probably  the  same.] 

Mumford,  Richard  to  Majy  Nichols,  Sept.    8,  1751 
Men[da]ll,  Mary  to  Wm.  Thurston  Gardner,  Sept.  19,  1751 

Moodey, to Wright,  Mar.  29,  1752 

Munro,   Revill    to    Sarah    Coggeshall,  of 

Josiah,  May  24,  1752 

Moore,  Peleg  to  Sarah  Baxter,  Nov.     6,  1752 

Morriss,  William  to  Mary  Hunt,  ,  1753 

Melville,  Thomas  to  Elizabeth  Yeats,  July  19,  1753 

Moss,  Abigail  to  Josiah  Crandall,  Sept.    9,  1753 

Manchester,  Mary  to  Greening  Young,  Jan.  11,  1754 

Mosiers,  Maxon  to  Hannah  Clarke,  Aug.    8,  1754 

Manchester,  Hannah  to  Caleb  Corey,  Aug.  11,  1754 

Moore,  Richard  to  Sarah  Exceen,  Nov.  12,  1754 

Mackee,  Elizabeth  to  Jeremiah  Heffernan,   Oct.  26,  1755 

Murphy,  Mary  to  William  Cowdry,  Aug.    8,  1756 

Morey,  Ann  to  Arthur  Tribut,  Oct.  10,  1756 

McGowan,  Katharine  to Ross,  ,  1758 
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Morey,  Robert  to  Catharine  Guinedo,  Mar.  23,  1758 

Meegee,  John  to  Phebe  Fail-child,  Aug.    3,  1758 

Mumford,  Susanna  to  Joseph  Peckham,  Oct.  14,  1759 

Maxon,  Jonathan  to  Lydia  Clark,  Nov.  14,  1759 

Magrah,  Martha  to  John  Wyatt,  Nov.  22,  1759 

Morse,  Philip  to  Agnes  Topham,  Nov.  28,  1759 

Millward,  Ann  to  John  Fry,  Dec.  29,  1759 

Moore,  William  to  Peace  Borden,  Mar.  16,  1760 

Manchester,  George  to  Rebecca  Hannah,  Dec.  11,  1760 

Moses.  Susanna  to  Philip  Basil,  Mar.  15,  1761 

Morgan,  William  to  Mary  Rich[ard]son,  May  10,  1761 

Moses,  Ann  to  James  Clark,  May  18,  1761 

Mcintosh,  Daniel  to  Mary  Sabin,  Aug.    6,  1761 

Marsh,  Gould  to  Elizabeth  Cahoone,  Nov.  11,  1761 

Mortimer,  Mercy  to  George  Brown,  Dec.  13,  1761 

Millward,  James  to  Phebe  Card,  ,  [1762] 

McDavid,  Alexander  to  Nancy  Hill,  Feb.    5,  1762 

McDonald,  James  to  Lydia , ,  [1762] 

Millward,  Elizabeth  to  John  Wilson,  May  15,  [1762] 

Manning,  Thomas  to  Martha ,  Aug.  1,  [1762] 

Mai-sh,  James  to  Martha  Carr,  Aug.    3,  1763 

McAlpine,  Samuel  to  Mercy  Sturgis,  Sept.  19,  1763 

Miller,   Henry,   of    Demerara,    to    Rachel 

Cranston,  Sept.  29,  1763 

Melville,  Sarah  to Vinson, ,  [1763  or  4] 

Marcum,  Eliphas  to  Elizabeth  Hendler  Aug.  15,  1764 

Marchant,  Henrj'  to  Rebecca  Cooke,  Jan.     8,  1765 

Moore,  David,  Berwick,  to   )  pi     |o    -••?/>- 

Moore,  Susannah,                   \  '       ' 

McCorrie,  Andrew  to  Ann  Chase,  Oct.  27,  1765 

Moore,  David  to  Elizabeth  Gardner,  Nov.  20,  1765 

Maxon,  Esther  to  James  Hubbard,  Nov.  29,  1765 

Melville,  Henry  to    )  .        on    i-^c 

Melville;  Lettice,      \  Aug.  20,  l<b6 

Mortimore,  Prudence  to  Isaac  Cooper,  Sept.  18,  1766 


THE  NEWPORT  MERCURY,  1784. 


The  newspapers  of  one  hundred  years  ago  are  exceed- 
ing interesting,  although  not  much  local  matter  can  be 
gleaned  from  them  except  through  the  advertisements, 
some  of  which  are  full  of  facts  for  the  antiquarian.  I  have 
before  me  a  cop}'  of  the  Newport  Mercury  for  February 
21,  1784  (No.  1169),  "containing  the  freshest  advices, 
Foreign  and  Domestic,'*  printed  by  Henry  Barber  ''at 
the  foot  of  the  Parade,"  who  informs ''all  persons  indebted 
to  the  printer  hereof,  for  newspapers,  advertisements,  &c., 
to  discharge  the  same  up  to  the  present  year :  as  the  price 
of  this  paper  was  then  reduced  to  nine  shillings,  per  annum, 
their  accounts  will  be  made  out  to  that  time." 

On  the  first  page  is  an  advertisement  informing  the 
public  that  "Nathan  Bebee,  at  his  shop  next  door  west 
of  the  brick  market"  has  for  sale  ^^exceedhif/  cheap'^  a 
varietv  of  articles  such  as  "corduroys,  sattinets,  crewels, 
best  British  ink-powder  and  ink  cake,Dutch  quills,  beaver 
hats,  shovels  and  tongs,  warming  pans,  H  and  HL  hinges, 
tablejoints,  plated  shoe  and  knee  buckles,  looking  glasses, 
large  bibles,  molasses,  powder,  brimstone,  logwood,  wo- 
mans'  sattinet  and  callimanco  shoes — made  in  this  town, 
Mistick  tile  for  ovens  and  hearths,"  &c.  "George  Champ- 
LiN,  William  Minturn  and  James  Robinson,"  on  the 
same  page,  inform  their  patrons  that  they  have  "just  im- 
ported" and  have  for  sale  "Bohea  tea  by  the  chest,  Swedish 
iron  in  bars,"  <S:c. 


^  ■>  rSrf  Xtvv'irt  Jfercury,  1784* 

.^1  'Uii  -«5ccn»I  r*j\?  is  a  variety  of  matter;  being  news 

r»Jiu  !.jinii'o  :r  Ia:*?*  Oct.  21, 1783;  from  Richmond, Va.,. 

Jii:i.  \K  I">4:   Al:fo  from   New  York,  Hartford,  Boston^ 

'•Vjix*^^^r.  >v.'K:i^deId  and   Philadelphia.     On  the   same 

Viiv:^?,   irHi^jr   :a^?   head  of  ^•Newport/*  are  the  foUowing^ 

L«iu:t     •*I..4*:   rues*.lav  afternoon  as  Mr.  William  Bissel 

'•.Mffvcw^  s«.*t:  ^>:  Mr.  Thomas  Bissel  of  North  Kingstown) 

*^%c^  *^T!?c.tr'r::»^  from  :hi$  town  to  Conanicut,  on  the  ice,  it 

^n^T?  \%i^.sl*  that   he  fell   in,  and,  before  any  assistance 

ANiAi  .v  ^:*.vv:uhe  was  unfortunately  drowned.     The  next 

.5.%'*  .»ci^   Xlr.  Cil'ellec,  a  French  gentleman,  of  this  town» 

*%cic..    vtuM'^itjj  fiom  thence  on  the  ice,  he  unhappily  fell 

...  its:  :v:u.iinevl  in  the  water  near  an  hour  and  a  half, 

\m\x»   .isw:*:;itico   could   be  given  him — however,  by  the 

'.  i»v'^>  o\c:uotts  of  some  gentlemen,  who  happened  to  be 

iv\*: .  :\'  ^v,is  ;akon  up,  tho'  so  much  benumbed  as  to  make 

;i::s     -o  .r.iuost   dosi>;ured  of   for  some  time."     Following 

t-K\>v*   '..csus  is  iui  article  on  the  severity  of  the  previous 

\*rrA!.  ;;   x»o:tt:;   iui  oxiniot  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hervey's 

"w  :i,o:*:'U\v."      Tho  oulv  death  recorded  is  that  of  Mr. 

K'v'Ui^xi   PuuVo  of  Newport,  but  neither  the  date  of  his 

vivM.li  oi  .«>;o  i>  >;iven.      The  Naval  Office  report,  usually 

vj.iU'  \'iKili\,  ix  rts  follows,  **Port  of  Newport,  February 

U    ..s*i:  vft    s;Kt^'u^     Nv^NK :    c/fdre'tf— NONE.''     The   fact 

r».r,  \,»suu::*i:hoii  Iv^v  WAS,  iU  iluit  tiuic,  complctcly  frozcH 

x'\^ '»  V  \M-.^iJ*x  liw^  mi^o:i\ity  at  the  Naval  Office. 

iVi  ,lio  Tiuxt  {\v^*  SiM.oMOX  SoCTHWiCK  advertises,  as 
!i.i\»»,;  \\\^  jnu»U>i!iod,  •^OoNSiUERATiONS  on  the  Society 
xM  omIni  v^l  i^Nv^wNAVU  laioly  instituted,"  It  is  under- 
*ussl  Unmu  \\w  rate  iM):x*  of  this  new  book,  which  is  given 
•  ii  i\i!'.  \\\  \\w  avUoiusomi'Ut,  that  the  author  expects  to 
^.u*\^^  \N.^i  \\w  \w\\  Society  **crt»ates  a  race  of  Hereditary 
r  vmuu  UNH  ov  NxMUiirv."  *»Johk  Collins  and  W. 
v'u  vw^Nw*  counuat\*t»'*  inform  the  public  that,  by  order 
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of  the  Assembly,  they  intend  to  sell  "at  public  vendue, 
on  Thursday  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  at  11  o'clock  A. 
M.,  the  lot  of  land  with  the  dwelling-house  thereon,  late 
l^elonging  to  Linn  Martin,  now  in  possession  of  Capt.  Tim- 
othy Pearce."     "N.  Anqiaux"  claims  a  share  of  the  public 
patronage   "at  the    house   late   of    Thomas   Richardson, 
deceased,"  he  has  for  sale  "a  quantity  of  French  Cor- 
dials of  different  kinds."   "Henry  Stevenson  and  Ben- 
J^AMIN  Sayer"  give  notice  of  their  appointment,  by  the 
Town  Council,  as  commissioners  "to  receive  and  examine 
the  claims  to  the  estate  of  Robert  Stevens,  late  of  New- 
port, deceased."    "Thomas  Peckham,  council  clerk  of 
the  town  of  Middletown,  by  order  of  said  town,"  gives 
notice  that  he  will  sell  "on  Monday,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M., 
the  1st  of  March,  at  Public  Vendue,  at  the  house  of  Mr, 
Robert  Cornell,  in  Middletown,  unless  sold  before  at  pri- 
vate sale.  Two  lots  of  land,  late  the  property  of  Samuel 
Bailey,  of    Middletown,  deceased — One  lot  bounded  on 
land  of  Stephen  Ayrault,  Joseph   Peabody,  Benj.  Smith, 
and  other  land  of  said  Samuel  and  Elisha  Barker,  con- 
taining  by  estimation,  15  acres,  situate  in  Middletown. 
The  other  lot  situate  in  Portsmouth,  and  is  bounded  on 
land  of  John  Lawton,  Thomas  Coggeshall  Jr.,  Parker  Hall 
and  William  Redwood,  or  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Holmes, 
containing  about  12.J  acres."      "Thankful    Reader" 
^idvertises  "To   let  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  lying 
within  three  miles  of  the  town  of  Newport,  belonging  to 
Oliver    Warner."      The    public    are    informed    that 
*'George  Gibbs  has  just  imported  in  the  sloop  Newport, 
Packet,  from  Philadelphia,  superfine  and  common  flour," 
he  also  gives  notice  that  "The  Newport  Packet  will  sail 

for  Philadelphia  by  the  first  of  March  next.     For  Freight 

or  passage  apply  to  said   Gibbs  or  to   Samuel   Lawton, 

Master,    on  board."    "Henry    Stevenson,  administra- 
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tor,"  requests  all  pei'sons  having  demands  against  ''Primus 
Greenhill,  late  of  Newport,  deceased,  to  present  the 
same  to  him." 

On  the  fourth  page  "Chris.  Champlin,  has  for  sale  at 
his  store,  Bohea  tea,  Russia  duck,  oznabrigs,  Junk  of  the 
best  kinds,"  &c.  "The  pleasantly  situated  farm,  late  the 
seat  of  John  Jepson,  Esq.,  deceased,  lying  in  Portsmouth, 
four  and  a  half  miles  distant  from  the  town  of  Newport," 
is  advertised  for  sale  by  John  Bours.  "Walter  Eas- 
TON,  at  his  shop  next  door  south  of  the  brick  market," 
has  for  sale  a  variety  of  articles.  "Topham,  Boss  and 
Newman  have  for  sale,  at  their  store  near  the  point  ferry, 
Jamaica  spirits,  sugar,  salt,"  &c.  "Pardon  Gray,"  of 
Tiverton,  offers  a  reward  of  ten  dollars  for  the  "appre- 
hension of  a  negro  man  named  Leander,  who  ran  away 
from  Charles  Barjean,  of  Norwich,  Conn."  "Peleg 
Barker,  Jr.,  Town  Clerk  of  Newport,"  advertises  for 
sale,  "all  that  lot  of  land  late  the  property  of  Col.  Robert 
Elliot,  deceased,  situate  in  Middletown,  near  Whitehall." 
"Ann  Harrison,  administratrix  on  the  estate  of  William 
Harrison,  Miller,  late  of  Newport,deceased,"  requests  that 
all  claims  against  the  estate,  be  presented  to  her."  "Ed- 
ward VosE,  John  Holmes  and  Nathaniel  Sowle" 
announce  their  appointment  as  Executors  of  the  will  of 
Capt.  Ebenezer  Vose.  "Charles  Dunbar,  at  his  store, 
corner  of  the  Old  Church  Lane  and  Thames  Street,  has 
excellent  snuff  for  sale,  at  two  shillings  and  five  pence  per 
dozen."  "William  Finch  has  a  convenient  spermaceti 
screw  for  sale,  with  all  the  furniture  for  it,  and  a  good 
fining  copper,  which  will  hold  one  hundred  gallons ;  three 
wooden  screws  and  a  press  for  36  bags ;  four  candle  moulds 
and  a  table  for  them  ;  six  cooling  tubs ;  the  whole  being 
very  convenient  to  move  to  any  part  of  the  town."  The 
editor  inserts,  free  of  charge,  the  following  advertisement 
taken  from  a  Connecticut  paper :    "I,  the  subscriber,  do 
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forbid  myself  trading  with  any  person  without  my  order. 
Gideon  Hotchkiss,  Watertown,  Conn.,  Dec.  2,  1783." 
The  above  will  perhaps  only  serve  as  an  index  to  the 
Newport  Mercury  of  Feb.  21,  1784,  a  paper  of  four  pages, 
15x9i  inches  each,  with  three  columns  to  the  page.  How 
unlike  the  Mercury  of  to-day,  with  its  eight  pages,  each 
24xl6i  inches,  and  seven  columns  to  the  page. 

Chapman. 


I 


PAGES  FROM  THE  EARLY  RECORDS  OF  PROVI- 
DENCE  AND  THE  FAMILY  HISTORY  OF 

MERCY  WILLIAMS. 


CONTRIBUTED  BY  JAS.  PIERCE  ROOT,  OF  RPOVIDBNCE,  R.  I. 


Among  the  reliable  sources  of  the  history  of  the  first 
settlers  of  New  England,  there  are  none  more  curious  and 
interesting  to  the  earnest  student — none  more  satisfactory 
in  the  way  of  illustrating  the  prevailing  ideas  and  customs 
and  local  sentiments  of  different  communities  than  some 
of  the  records  upon  the  town  books.  Amid  the  most 
commonplace  details  are  embedded  many  quaint  referen- 
ces to  social  life  in  that  age.  At  a  period  when  the  town 
council  was  the  chief  representative  of  the  power  of  the 
government  not  only,  but  when  it  exercised  a  kind  of  pa- 
rental control  over  the  affairs  of  the  people,  much  may  be 
found  that  beara  upon  individual  or  family  life.  It  is  true 
that  the  care  of  the  town  oflBcials  over  the  welfare  of  the 
inhabitants  was  not  so  minute  or  rigid  in  Rhode  Island  as 
in  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  for  its 
watch  was  administered  after  the  larger  pattern  of  liberty 
of  conscience  which  was  adopted  as  the  ideal  standard 
in  the  settlements  inspired  by  the  liberal  spirit  of  Roger 
Williams.  No  Sabbath  law  compelled  the  attendance  of 
the  i>eople  upon  public  worship,  while  no  one  was  permit- 
ted to  violate  the  rule  of  individual  sovereignty  by  re- 
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stniining  the  freedom  of  those  who  wished  to  attend 
church.  Joshua  Verin,  a  neighbor  of  Williams,  who  pre- 
sumed to  dictate  to  his  wife  in  spiritual  things,  keeping 
her  from  attending  the  religious  meetings  of  the  Apostle 
of  freedom,  was  quickly  brought  under  discipline  and  felt 
the  majesty  of  the  law. 

In  these  repositories  prepared  and  kept  by  the  succes- 
sive town  clerks,  the  results  of  discussions  and  decisions 
by  the  councils  are  faithfully  recorded.     Those   supreme 
facts  of  life — the  births,  marriages  and  deaths — are   to  be 
found  registered  with  such  exactness  nowhere  else,  though 
it  is  to  be  greatly  regretted  that  so  much  of  this  material 
is  deficient,  partly  through  the  destruction  of  records  by 
fire  or  in  time  of  war.     The   town  clerks  in  Rhode  Island 
also  kept  the  records  of  all   deeds,   which  are  invaluable 
helps  to  the  historical  student.     In  addition  to  their  other 
duties  the  town  council  constituted  a  probate  court,   and 
much   information   may  be   gathered  from  the  records  of 
wills  and  settlements  of  estates,  which  bring  out  in  strong 
contrast  the  lights  and  shades  of  family  history.     Vaiious 
aspects  of  colonial  life  are  quite  accurately  photographed 
also  by  the  inventories  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased.     By 
the  aid  of  such  documents   we  may  readily  imagine  our- 
selves seated  on  the  wooden  settle,  placed  on  the  sanded 
floor  of  the  common  living-room  of  the  first  settlers,  near 
the  chimney  with  its  roaring  fire  and  its  culinary  appara- 
tus ready   for  seasonable  use,  listening  to  the  primitive 
looking,  unshaven  group,  as  they  seriously  and  often  hot- 
ly discuss  the  knotty  problems  of  theology,  Gortonism  or 
anti-Gortonism,  the   evils  of  pedo-baptism,  the  policy  of 
Williams  against   that  of  Massachusetts   Bay,  the  latest 
news  from   England  then  several  months  old,  while  the 
pewter  flagon  is  passed  around  and  the  fiery  beverage  is 
generously  quaffed.     Neighbors  were  few  and  duly  appre. 
ciated,  communication  with  the  other  colonies  was  neither 
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frequent  nor  rapid,  nor  was  it  regarded  as  particularly  de* 
Birable.  The  colonies  at  Providence  and  on  Rhode  Island 
were  earnestly  engaged  in  making  their  own  history  and 
in  carrying  out  their  own  liberal  policy,  and  were  anxious 
for  non-interference  while  they  laid  the  foundations  of 
freedom  in  both  church  and  state. 

From  the  pages  of  the  town  records  of  Providenoe  let 
us  draw  forth  some  notices  of  the  youngest  daughter  of 
Roger  Williams,  her  marriages  and  children.  The  reooida 
are  here  reproduced  with  the  ancient  spelling,  but  the 
printed  page  conveys  but  an  imperfect  idea  of  the  origi- 
nal,  with  its  antique  forms  of  letters  that  have  long  since 
been  discarded.  The  public  record  of  the  birth  of  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Roger  Williams  is  as  follows : 

^^Mercy,  ye  daughter  of  Roger  Williams,  and  Mary  his 
wife,  was  borne  at  Providence  about  ye  15th  of  July, 
1640."  The  record  of  this  family  seems  to  have  been 
made  at  a  period  too  late  to  reach  entire  exactness  as  to 
the  days  of  the  month,  perhaps  was  enrolled  by  the  father 
after  the  death  of  the  mother,  who  would  have  been  like- 
ly to  have  given  the  dates  of  her  children's  births  more 
definitely.  Mary,  the  eldest,  was  born  '*ye  firBt  week  in 
August,'*  Freeborne  "ye  later  end  of  October,**  Provi- 
dence "ye  latter  end  of  ye  month  September,"  Mdrjf  and 
Daniel  "about  ye  15th,'*  and  Joseph  "about  ye  begin- 
ning." 

Mercy's  life  thus  dates  back  to  within  four  years  of  the 
first  settlement  of  the  Providence  Plantations  by  her  il- 
lustrious father  and  his  companions.  In  the  rough  log 
cabin  with  its  huge  chimney  on  the  old  homelot  on  the 
"Towne  Street"  near  where  St.   John's  church  now  is,* 

*'*At  the  foot  of  the  present  Howland  street,  in  neighbourhood  too 
near  for  friendship,  wm  Boger  Williams,  with  John  Throckmorton 
next  him  on  the  south  and  Joshua  Yerin  on  the  north.  Yerin's  lot 
was  by  and  upon  the  site  of  the  present  Church  street."— Dorr's  Plant- 
ing and  Growth  qf  Providence. 


^ 
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she  doubtless  dwelt  doriDg  her  maiden  years.  About  tha 
age  of  nineteen  she  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Re- 
solved  Waterman,  son  of  CoL  Richard  Waterman,  who 
with  his  family  arrived  in  Providence  in  1688.  The 
records  are  silent  as  to  the  date  of  this  marriage,  but  it 
could  not  have  been  far  from  the  spring  of  1669.  Resolvedt 
her  husband,  was  perhaps  one  of  the  two  children  of 
Richard  Waterman  that  were  baptized  in  Salem  in  July,, 
1688. 

The  children  of  this  marriage  were : 

Richard,  born  January,  1660,  married  Anne  Waterman,, 
sister  of  Squire  Richard  and  daughter  of  Nathaniel- 
Mary  or  Mercy. 

John  (Capt.)  bom  about  1666,  manied  Anne,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Olney.*    He  died  Aug.  26, 1728,  aged  68. 

Resolved,  b.  a.  1666,  m.  Marcy ,  d.  Jan.  18, 1719. 

Waite,  b.  a.  1668,  m.  Feb.  12,  1685,  John  Rhoades   [or 

Rhodes]  son  of  Zachary.f     He  m.  (2)  Sarah , 

and  died  Aug.  14, 1716. 

^Thomas  Olney  waa  from  Hertford,  England.  He  came  to  Boston  in 
1635  with  his  wife  Mary  (whose  maiden  name  was  Small),  was  a  shoe- 
maker in  Salem,  and  became  an  associate  of  Roger  Williair.s  in  Provi- 
dence in  1688.  He  was  a  man  of  some  education,  and  was  one  of  the 
two  earliest  land  surveyors  in  Providence.  He  succeeded  Williams  as- 
preacher  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  for  a  period,  and  was  the  founder 
of  a  prominent  family,  who  attained  positions  of  usefulness  and  honor, 
and  who  intermarried  with  the  Williamses,  W hippies,  Ac.  He  held 
Important  public  offices  in  the  town  and  colony,  and  died  in  1680.  He 
was  Genera]  Assistant,  1651,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  1663;  Commissioner  1649, 
Judge,  1655,-6.  His  ion  Thomas  was  also  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist- 
Church. 

tZachary  or  Zechariah  Rhodes  (perhaps  son  of  Jeremiah)  married 
about  March,  1646,  Joanna,  daughter  of  William  Arnold.  She  was  bom 
February  27, 1617.  She  was  sister  of  Gov.  Benedict  Arnold.  He  settled 
flrst  in  Rehoboth  about  1643,  but  from  1646  his  name  disappears  from 
the  records  at  Rehoboth.  On  account  of  difficulty  about  compulsory 
payment  for  preaching,  he  with  others  removed  to  Rhode  Island.     H» 
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Resolved  Waterman,  the  husband  of  Mercy  William 8» 
died  in  1670,  aged  about  32.  The  exact  date  of  his  death 
is  not  preserved  in  the  records,  but  in  the  First  Probate 
Book  of  Providence,  we  find  on  page  63  the  following, 
which  indicates  that  he  died  in  August : 

**Aug.  17, 1670.  The  Towne  Councill  is  met  to  order 
about  the  Estate  of  Resolved  Waterman,  deceased.  Na- 
thanaell  Waterman  is  appoynted  as  next  of  ye  kinn*  of 
ye  said  deceased,  Resolved  Waterman,  to  take  with  him 
two  honnest  neighbours  according  to  ye  law  and  take  an 
Inventorey  of  his  Estate. 

The  meeting  of  ye  Councill  is  adjoined  unto  ye  29th  of 
this  instant.*' 

**Here  followeth  ye  Enroulraent  of  ye  Inveutarey  of  ye 
Estate  of  ye  Deceased  Resolved  Waterman : 

The  pri.sall  of  ye  Estate  somuch  as  was  brought  to  our 
vews  of  Resolved  Waterman,  of  providence,  lately  de- 
ceased, being  taken  this  29th  of  Agust,  1670. 

£.    8.  p. 

Imprimis,  The  house  and  home-shares  80-00-0 

Twenty  acres  of  land  lieing  at  Vent'r  6-0-0 
Twenty  acres  of  land   lieing  by  his  house   in 

ye  woodes,  5-0-0 

Six  acrs  of  land  lieing  in  ye  neck  2-0-0 

Two  acrs  &  halfe  of  lanJ  lieing  in  ye  new  field  1-0-0 

one  share  of  meadow  lieing  in  Venter  meadow  8-0-0 

one  Right  of  Comon 5-0-0 

Milled  at  Pawtuxet  and  was  a  large  proprietor,  was  Deputy,  &c.  H« 
4]ied  in  16(15,  his  will  being  made  April  28,  1662.  His  widow  married 
July  11,  1660,  Samuel  Reape,  of  Newport,  and  died  1692-3,  but  her  will, 
iigiied  Joanna  Rhodes,  dated  Not.  19,  1666,  was  proved  Jan.  27,  1667, 
many  yearn  he/ore  her  death,  on  account  of  her  second  marriage.  Chil- 
dren of  Zachary  and  Joanna:  Jeremiah,  b.  June  29,  1649;  Malachi; 
Zechariah;  John;  Peleg;  Elizabeth;  Mary,  married  John  Low;  and 
Itebecca,  married  (I)  Feb.  2,  1671-2,  Nicholas  Power.  (2)  Daniel  Wil- 
liams, son  of  Roger. 

*Ha  was  the  elder  brother  who  was  baptized  in  infancy  in  Salem,  2(Hh 
Aug.,  16sn. 
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ffifty  acrs'  of  land  and  a  share  of  meadow  in  ye 

new  devision  lO-O-O 

4  Cowes  &  two  oxen  26-0-O 

Six  two  yeare  old  beasts  12-0-O 

Two  yeare  old  beast  2-1 0-O 

Two  Calves  1-5-0 

one  horse  &  one  maare  10-0-0 

one  yeare  old  maare  2-0-0 

one  hoi*se  foale  i-0-0 

one  sow  4  shoats  &  3  spring  piggs  4-0-0 

one  pair  of  wheells  i-O-0 

one  bed  &  beding  belonging  to  it  4-0-O 

oiie  bedsteed,  one  gunn,  one  sword  i-10-0 

his  working  tooles  i-5-0 

halfe  a  saw  &  one  spining  wheele  12-0 

Lumber  &  nailes  12-0 

one  bed  &  beding  &  curtains  5-0-0 

one  bed  &  beding  2-0-0 

Two  bedsteads  1-15-0 

His  weareing  apparil  shoes  &  hatts  4-0-0 

one  Chest  &  what  is  in  it  i-0-0 

one  Chest  10-0 

Two  old  chests  &  a  box  6-0 

A  warming  pann  and  a  looking  glass  12-0 

one  table  &  4  Chaires  12-0 

The  pewter  i-10-0 

Iron  Potts  &  Iron  Kettles  2-0-O 

other  Iron  waare  i-5-0 

ffive  brass  Kettles  5-0-0 

Two  Camles  &  wooden  trayes  &  dishes  i-0-0 

Two  small  Barrells  &  payles  5-0 

one  five  acres  of  land  lieing  at  Gotham  valley  2-0-0 

one  house  stand  in  ye  woodes  10-0-0 


The  totall  is  X 172-13-0 

if  no  mistake  in  Casting  up  , 
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A  ture  prisall  by  us  who  were  chosen  thereto  as  wit- 
ne^se  our  haades  this  29  of  Agust,  1670.  Nathaniel 
Waterman  who  by  the  Towne  Couiicill  was  appoynted  as 
next  of  ye  Kinn,  to  take  an  Inventory. 

THOMAS  HARRIS,  Sknb* 
JOHN  WHIPPLE,  JuHB" 

This  inventory  is  remarkable  more  particularly  for  what 
is  omitted  than  for  what  is  included.  These  lists  of  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  deceased  were  generally  very  full  in 
their  enumeration  of  personal  property.  We  may  be  quite 
sure  that  an  article  so  rare  at  that  date  as  a  silver  spoon 
would  have  been  inventoried.  We  find  in  this  list  no 
n»cord  of  any  article  of  silver,  no  mention  of  crockery  or 
glassware,  not  even  a  ^^bottle,"  all  of  which  were  enumer- 
ated in  inventories  of  a  later  date.  The  pewter,  iron  and 
trass  took  the  place  of  these.  No  clock  hung  on  the  wall, 
not  a  single  book  is  catalogued,  and  if  he  had  a  Bible  it 
must  have  been  safely  laid  away  in  the  ^^oue  chest*'  and 
was  a  part  of  "what  is  in  it.'*  The  ^'4  chairs*'  indicate 
•olid  comfort,  as  most  families  had  only  a  liench  or  wood- 
deu  settle.  The  '^warming-pann'*  and  "looking-glass ' 
ivero  |H>sitive  luxuries. 

**Agust  ye  29th,  1670.  The  Council!  is  again  mett. 
Kathanaell  Waterman  hath  this  day  brought  in  an  Inven- 
tarey  of  his  deceaseil  brother.  Resolved  Waterman,  his  es- 
tate taken  by  himselfe  and  Thomas  Harris,  Sen'r,  and 
JIkAwx  Whipple,  Juu*r.  The  which  said  Inventarey  the 
<\»unoiU  have  accepted  Allowed  and  Received.  Nathana* 
oil  Watornmn,  Thomas  Harris,  Sen*r,  and  John  Whipple, 
Jun*r,  liavo  given  their  engagements  concerning  ye  said 
liivtMitiu'ov  aoooitling  as  ye  law  requires.  Ordred  yt  ye 
4\MtiiooU  uioote  againe  upon  ye  5th  of  September  next." 

•li  !■  ■aUI  tlmt  Thomiui  Harris  emigrated  to  this  country  with  his 
Imillmi  Wllilaiii  at  Uh^  same  time  with  Roger  Williams,  coming  over  in 
lliu  aIiIii  **l.yoii'*  (htm  Hristol,  England.  Ue  wai  an  Assistant  in  1654, 
and  KHin  U.     Ilo  dimi  in  IttStU 
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^^eptember  ye  6th,  1670,  the  Councill  is  again  mett. 
Richard  Waterman  came  to  je  Councill  this  day  and  Did 
present  unto  them  a  deede  of  Gift  under  his  hand  and 
se&le  of  certaine  landes  which  hee  gave  to  his  three  Grand 
children,  the  son  of  Resolved  Waterman  (deceased).  The 
which  said  writeing  ye  Councill  hath  received  into  their 
hands.  The  which  said  deede  of  Gift  ye  Councill  doe 
order  shall  be  by  ye  Towne  Clarke  of  this  Towne  from 
time  to  time  kept  in  ye  Town  Clark's  office,  and  shall  be 
Emediately  Recorded  in  our  Towne  Booke  (verbatim 
and  Coppes  to  be  given  out  unto  whome  it  doth  belong 
by  ye  Clark,  they  satisfieing  ye  Clarke  for  writeing).  The 
meeting  is  Ended." 

This  deed  of  gift  of  Col.  Richard  Waterman  to  his 
three  grandchildren,  sons  of  Resolved,  is  to  be  found  in 
full  on  the  Warwick  Records,  as  a  part  of  the  property 
given  was  in  that  town.  It  is  a  lengthy  document,  be* 
stowing  upon  Richard,  the  eldest  grandson,  and  Resolved, 
the  youngest  grandson,  eighty  acres  of  land  lying  between 
the  town  of  Providence  and  Pawtuxet  land  on  the  west 
aide  of  the  salt  water  butting  upon  the  '^broad  cove,'' 
which  property  he  received  from  the  town  of  Providence 
as  part  of  his  purchased  right.  This  was  to  be  divided 
between  these  two  sons  and  also  a  share  of  meadow  on 
Pawtuxet  Neck,  near  Pawtuxet  Falls,  and  inherited  as 
they  respectively  came  of  age.  To  his  grandson  John  he 
conveys  one  half  of  all  his  lands  in  the  town  of  Warwick — 
'^meadow,  upland  and  commoning."  Their  mother,  Mer- 
cy  Waterman,  was  to  have  the  use  of  all  these  lands  dur- 
ing the  minority  of  the  three  children.  In  case  of  the 
death  of  either  ^^before  the  age  of  21,  all  the  remaining 
children,  including  the  daughters  Wayte  and  Mercy," 
should  have  an  equal  share  of  the  property  of  the  de- 
ceased. In  case  "that  difiTerence  doth  any  wayes  arise 
about  the  deuiding  of  the  sd  Lands  and  meddow  or  any 
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part  thereof  into  parts,  then  doe  I  desire  and  appoint  my 
Loveing  freindes  who  shall  then  bee  the  towne  Councell 
of  providence,  to  make  an  equall  division  both  of  the 
sayd  eighty  Acres  of  Land  and  the  sayd  share  of  meddow 
lyeing  within  pawtuxet  neck  aforesaid,  also  in  case  of  the 
death  of  either  grandchild,  to  make  equall  distribution 
among  the  rest."  This  document  was  signed,  '4  day  of 
Sept*  in  the  year  1670."  His  wife,  Bethiah,  resigned  her 
thirds  the  same  date. 

"At  a  meeting  of  ye  Councell  January  ye  9th,  1670-71 
where  was  present  William  Carpenter,  Roger  Williams, 
Thomas  Olney,  Sen'r,  William  Harris,*  John  Sayles  and 
Thomas  Olney,  Jr ,  forasmuch  as  much  time  hath  been 
spent  in  adjesation  or  debate  in  matters  as  to  the  settling 
of  ye  Estate  of  the  deceased  Resolved  Waterman,  and 
nothing  yet  brought  to  a  Conclusion,  it  is  therefore  oidred 
and  agreed  upon  that  ye  Councill  doe  send  for  a  desire  John 

^William  Harris  was  born  about  1(509.  He  arrived  in  this  country  in 
the  '*Lyon''  from  Bristol,  England,  in  company  with  his  brother 
Thomas,  and  Roger  Williams.  On  the  banishment  of  Williams,  William 
Harris  joined  him  with  four  otiiers  at  a  place  called  Morton's  Neck  in 
Seekonk,  in  the  spring  of  1030,  expecting  to  settle  there,  but  the  friendly 
remonstrance  of  Governor  Winthrop,  stating  that  they  were  still  in  the 
bounds  of  Plymouth  Colony,  led  the  company  to  cross  tlie  river.  As 
they  drew  near  the  little  cove  north  of  India  Point  the  natives  saluted 
them  with  **What  cheer,  netop.**  They  afterwards  paddled  around  Fox 
Point  and  landed  at  a  spring  near  where  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church 
now  stands.  William  Harris  was  a  prominent  proprietor  and  lawyer, 
also  one  of  the  first  surveyors  of  land.  He  went  to  England  three  times 
on  business  connected  with  the  colony,  and  was  on  his  way  a  fourth 
time  when  he  was  captured  by  a  Barbary  corsair,  and  sold  in  the  market 
in  Algiers  as  a  slave  Feb.  24,  1680.  After  much  suffering  for  over  a 
year  he  was  ransomed  for  the  sum  of  $1200.  Returning  through  Spain 
and  France  he  reached  London  only  3  days  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1081  in  his  73d  year. 

His  wife*s  name  was  Susannah.  His  children  were  Andrew,  b.  1685, 
d.  1685;  Mary,  m.  Thomas  Barden,  160.3;  Howlong,  m.  Arthur  Fenner, 
Dec.  16,  1684  (2d  wife);  Susan;  Toleration,  b.  1045,  killed  by  the 
Indians  on  the  home  farm. 


k 
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Throckmorton,*  John  Whipple,  Sen'r,t  Gregory  Dexter.J 
John  Browne,§  Christopher  Sraith,^  Thomas  Arnold, 
Sen'r,**  to  meete  with  ye  said  Councill  upon  Monday  ye 
16th  of  this  instant,  about  9  of  ye  clock  in  ye  morning,  at 
ye  house  of  John  Whipple,  Sen'r.,  there  to  lend  their 
advice  and  give  their  prehentions  as  concerning  ye  settle- 
ment of  ye  said  estate.  The  meeting  is  adjourned  unto 
ye  16th  instant,  9  in  ye  morning." 

♦John  Throckmorton  (or  Throgmorton)  came  with  Roger  Williams  in 
the  **Lyon*'  in  1630-1.  After  a  residence  in  Salem  he  removed  to  Provi- 
dence, having  like  Roger  Williams  been  excommunicated  at  the  same 
time  on  the  same  charges  of  heresy.  .  He  perhaps  removed  to  Monmonth, 
N.  J.,  where  he  died  before  1687.  His  daughter  Patience  married,  1655, 
John  Coggeshall,  2d. 

tCapt.  John  Whipple  was  from  Dorchester,  Mass.,  where  he  was  as 
early  as  16.32,  came  to  Providence  1658-9,  where  he  died  May  16,  1685, 
aged  68.    His  wife  Sarah  died  1666,  aged  42.     They  had  11  children. 

tRev.  Gregory  Dexter  was  born  in  Northamptonshire,  England,  1610, 
,  was  stationer  and  Baptist  minister  in  London,  came  with  Roger  Williams 
and  the  Charter  in  1644.  He  was  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Prov- 
idence, and  died  1700. 

§John  Browne,  born  about  1(^^,  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Chad  Browne  (one 
of  the  earliest  proprietors,  a  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  shortly 
after  Williams  retired,  and  the  ancestor  of  the  distinguished  merchants 
of  the  name  who  have  contributed  so  much  to  the  support  of  charitable 
and  learned  institutions  in  Providence).  Barker  says  that  John  Browne 
was  appointed  an  elder  in  the  Baptist  Church.  He  man  led  Mary, 
daughter  of  Obadiah  Holtnes,  second  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Newport,  who  was  so  terribly  scourged  at  Boston  for  preaching  and 
baptizing  in  Lynn. 

^Christopher  Smith  was  on  the  roll  of  freemen ,  1655,  was  prominent  in 

town  affairs.    His  wife's  name  was  Alice .     He  died  June,  1676. 

Children — Susannah,  Edward  and  Alice. 

**Thomas  Arnold  was  born  1599,  and  was  son  of  Thomas  Arnold,  of 
Cheselboume,  England.  He  was  half-brother  of  William  Arnold  (the 
father  of  Gov.  Benedict  Arnold,  of  Newport).  Thomas  Arnold  settled 
first  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  was  fined  in  1654-5  for  not  attending  church, 
and  afterwards  removed  to  Providence,  where  he  was  freeman  in  1658 
and  Deputy  in  1670.  He  died  March  24,  1674-5.  Mr.  Holbrook  states 
that  ''a  portion  of  Thomas  Arnold's  house,  erected  prior  to  1662,  yet 
remains  standing  in  the  rear  of  712  North  Main  Street,  a  monument  to 
its  builder  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  years  duration.'' 
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^*  January  ye  16th,  1670-7L  The  Councill  is  again  mett. 
Thomas  Arnold,  Senr.^  Christopher  Smith,  John  Whipple, 
Senr.,  and  John  Browne  both  this  day  come  into  ye 
Councill  and  have  declared  theire  opinions  as  to  the  set- 
tlement of  ye  Estate  of  Resolved  Waterman,  deceased). 
Mr.  John  Sayles*  is  by  ye  Councill  desired  to  informe 
Mercy  Waterman  that  ye  Councill  have  concluded  concern- 
ing ye  settlement  of  her  late  deceased  husband's  estate, 
and  have  pitched  upon  her  for  Administratrix,  and  there- 
fore doe  desire  her  to  be  present  with  them  at  theire  next 
meeting  to  accept  of  ye  same  and  to  give  in  bond  for  ye 
performance  thereof.  The  meeting  is  adjourned  unto 
Munday,  ye  23d  of  this  instant.'* 

^January  ye  28d,  1670-71,  the  Councull  is  again  mett. 
The  Councill  having  long  waited  and  Mercy  Waterman 
not  appearing,  it  was  demanded  of  Mr.  Sayles  whether  he 
did  ye  message  unto  her  which  ye  Council  desired  him  to 
doe  when  they  last  mett,  he  answered  that  he  had  been 
with  her  and  did  theire  message  unto  her.  The  Councill 
waiting  and  Mercy  Waterman  not  coming  to  informe  them 
whether  shee  will  accept  of  what  they  have  done  in  ap. 
poynting  of  her  Administratrix  to  administer  upon  ye 
Estate  of  her  deceased  husband.  It  is  therefore  ordered 
that  some  lines  be  sent  from  ye  Councill  unto  her  to 
request  her  Emediately  to  make  her  appearance,  that  So 
ye  Committee  may  be  certainly  informed  of  her  whether 
she  will  accept  of  what  they  had  done  or  no. 

A  Coppie  of  ye  said  lines  are  as  followeth : 
Mercy  Waterman, 

The  Towne  Councill  hath  often  mett  about  ye  settle - 
ment  of  yr  husband  (who  is  lately  deceased)  his  Estate. 

*John  Sayles  married  Mary,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Roger  Williams, 
who  was  born  Aug.  1638,  in  Plymouth,  Mass.  He  is  the  ancestor  of  the 
numerous  families  of  the  name  in  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Sayles  was  at  one 
time  Town  Clerk  and  held  other  offices,  as  Deputy,  etc. 
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Thej  have  at  last  come  to  a  determination  and  have  ap- 
poynted  yourselfe  ye  Executrix  to  Administer  upon  ye 
said  Estate;  The  Councill  being  now  again  mett  doe 
request  your  presence  now  at  ye  house  of  John  Whipple 
Sen*r,  to  take  a  letter  of  Administration  from  us  and  also 
to  give  in  bond  concerning  ye  premises. 

Jan'y  ye  28, 1670-71. 
Thos.  Olney,  William  Carpenter,* 

Jox.  Saylks,  Thomas  Olkby,  Sen'r. 

Mr.  Sayles  is  by  ye  Councill  desired  to  Carry  ye  said 
writeing  to  Mercy  Waterman  and  to  return  her  positive 
answer.  Upon  ye  recept  of  said  writeing  Mercy  Water- 
man hath  this  day  appeared  before  ye  Councill  and  hath 
given  them  her  positive  answere  which  is  That  shee  will 
not  accept  of  any  power  of  Administration  from  them  as 
to  Administer  upon  ye  Estate  of  her  late  deceased  hus- 
band neither  would  she  give  in  any  bond  unto  them  con- 
cerning^ the  same.  The  Councill  considering  ye  estate  of 
ye  said  deceased  Resolved  Waterman  now  is  in  ye  hands 
of  ye  Said  Mercy  Waterman  on  which  Said  Estate  they 
find  shee  hath  already  Administered  upon  without  order. 
Therefore  theire  Conclusion  is  that  they  have  proceeded 
as  farr  in  ye  matter  as  is  for  them  to  doe  and  that  ye  Said 
Mercy  Waterman  is  lyable  to  respond  for  ye  said  Estate 
when  legally  Called  thereunto,  as  Administrator  of  her 
owne  wrong. 

The  meeting  is  Desolved/* 

*William  Carpenter  was  son  of  Richard  Carpenter,  of  Amesbury,  Co. 
Wilts,  England.  He  came  to  this  country  with  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren of  his  own  and  two  children  of  his  sister  Fridge  worth,  who  had 
married  a  Vincent.  In  1637  he  had  a  grant  of  land  in  Providence;  in 
1040  was  one  of  the  30  signers  of  the  compact,  He  was  assistant  in 
1065,  6,  7,  8,  0  and  '70,  1,  2;    Commissioner  in  1658,  60,  62  and  63; 

Deputy  in  1664,  5  and  9.    He  married  Elizabeth {not  Arnold  as 

Savage  has  it).  He  was  influential  and  had  much  real  estate.  He  died 
6ept.  7,  1685.  His  children  were  Joseph.  Ephraim.  William.  Silas.  Ben- 
jamin, Timothy,  Lydia  (m.  Benj.  bmith^),  and  Priscilla  (m.  William 
Vincent).    He  lived  in  Pawtuxet. 
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If  there  were  further  records  made  of  attempts  at  this 
period  to  settle  the  affairs  of  this  estate,  they  are  missing* 
The  colony  had  arrived  at  a  very  perplexing  period  of  it» 
history ;  the  Indian  troubles  were  disturbing  the  publio 
peace.  In  1676  King  Philip's  War  drove  away  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Providence,  who  were  ready  ta 
sacrifice  their  property  rather  than  their  lives,  and  for 
quite  a  period  the  records  are  either  blank  or  missing. 

Not  till  the  year  1680,  or  nine  years  after,  do  the 
records  refer  again  to  Resolved  Waterman's  estate. 

Meanwhile  widow  Mercy  Waterman  entered  into  a 
second  marriage,  April  10,  1677,  with  Samuel  Winsor,  son 
of  Joshua  Winsor,*  The  fruits  of  this  union  were  three 
children: 

Samuel  (Rev.)<  b.  Nov.  18,  1677;  m.  Jan.  7,  1702-3, 
Mercy  Hardin.  He  was  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Ciuirch,  Providence,  22  yrs.     He  d.  Nov.  17,  1755. 

Joshua  (Rev.),  b.  May  25,  1682 ;  m.  (1)  Oct.  18,  1706,, 
Mary  Barker  of  Newport,  who  d.  1719 ;  m.  (2) 
Deborah  Harding.     He  d.  Oct.  10,  1752. 

Hannah,  b. ;   m.  May  2,  1702,  Daniel  AngelU 

son  of  John,  who  lived  in  North  Providence. 

The  next  record  of  this  familv  is  as  follows  : 

"John  Waterman  of  this  towne  of  providence  hath  thi» 
day  presented  a  signification  to  a  Councill  in  writeing, 
declaring  that  he  being  of  Age  according  to  Law.f  have 
scene   cause  to    make  Choyce  of  two  gardians  to  Looke 

♦Joshua  Winsor,  au  early  settler  of  Providence  (1637),  is  said  to  have- 
come  from  the  borough  of  Windsor,  England.  His  children  were  Sam- 
uel; Sarah,  m.  Tyler;  Susanna,  m.  Turner;  and  Mary,  who  m.  Dea, 
Jona.  Cary,  who  d.  at  Charlestown,  aged  92,  in  1737.  He  was  living  in 
16''>5.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  son  of  Samuel,  son  of  John,  son  of 
Samuel,  son  of  Robert,  a  Roman  Catholic  Knight  (temp.  Henry  VIII.) 

tHe  was  of  sufficient  age  to  choose  liis  guardian,  as  he  was  fifteen 
years  old. 
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after  ye  welbeing  of  his  person  &  ye  improvement  of  his 
inheritance,  according  to  their  descreetiou.  The  Meetting 
is  Aijurned  untill  to-morrow  at  10th  of  ye  Clock  in  ye 
cnorning. 

Feb.  1,1680." 

Affaii-s  did  not  move  harmoniously,  it  would  seem,  in 
the  reconstructed  household,  and  appeals  to  the  Town 
•Council  were  made  by  both  parties.  We  read  on  the 
records  : 

"At  a  Meeting  of  ye  Towne  Councile  Aprile  ye  5, 1680, 
att  Pawtuxett,  Richard  Waterman  of  the  town  of  provi- 
dence then  certified  ye  sd  Councill  by  a  writting  yt  — ted 
to  them  That  by  reason  of  many  differences  &  theatenings 
he  hath  had  of  Late  by  his  father-in-Law*  yt  he  is  become 
weary  of  them  insoemach  as  he  hath  scene  cause  to  make 
-choyce  of  Dan:  Williams  &  Nathaniell  Waterman  to  be 
Gardians  to  take  [care]  of  his  person,  And  to  take  care 
of  what  was  his  father's  right  yt  it  may  not  be  jmbezeled. 

attest  Daniel  Abbottj 

Clerk  of  ye  Councill. 

At  a  meeting  of  ye  Town  Council  of  ye  towne  of  Prov- 
idence (who  being  orderly  conveined  together 

May  ye  22d  1680. 
Samuell  Winsor  petioned  ye  Councill  for  theire  further 
^are  and  ye  better  settling  of  ye  Estate  belonging  unto  ye 
widdow  Mercy  whome  he  married  with,  And  Also  for 
theire  Assistance  to  Correct  ye  jrrigular  Courses  of  Rich- 
ard Waterman  his  son-in-Law  concerning  wth  Nathaniell 
Waterman  and  Daniell  Williams  (he  saith)  hath  dealt 
Mallitiousely  by  him :    Therefore  in  order  to  a  further 

^'*  Father-in-law  and  son-in-law' '  were  terms  used  at  that  period  to 
•designate  the  relation  of  step-father  and  step-son. 

t  Daniel  Abbott  is  believed  to  be  son  of  Daniel  Abbott  who  came  to 

Cambridge  in  1630,  and  who  being  fined  by  the  Massachusetts  Court  for 

.-some  slight  offence,  removed  to  ProTldence  about  1639,  dying  there 

.about  1650.    The  son  seems  to  have  acted  as  Town  Clerk  for  a  short  time. 
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hearing  of  both  sides,  the  Councill  have  adjurned  untill 
Thursday  next^being  je  ii7th  of  this  instant,at  ye  dwelling 
house  of  Daniel  Abbott  at  nine  of  ye  Glocke  in  ye  morn- 
ing—desiring &  requiring  all  who  are  therein  Concerned, 
to  repaire  unto  ye  said  CouncilI,at  time  A  place  appoynted, 
to  give  Answer  to  what  things  shall  then  be  objected 
against  them.  Ordered  yt  a  Copy  heareofiF  be  sett  up  & 
signed  in  ye  behalfe  of  ye  Councill 

pr.  me  Danisll  Abbott, 

Clerke" 

'*At  a  meetting  of  ye  Towne  Councill  of  providence 
Upon  adjournment  this  27th  day  of  May,  1680. 

At  web  sayd  meetting  weare  prsent  Roger  Williams, 
Joseph  Jenckes,*  Henry  Brownef  and  Edward  Smith.f 

The  Councill  then  agreed  upon  this  prsentation  to  ye 
Generall  Assembly  as  foUoweth  : 

To  ye  honed  Genall  Assembly  sitting  at  Newport  ye 
27th  of  Octobr,  1680.  An  humble  prssentation  of  ye 
Towne  Council  of  ye  towne  of  Providence. 

Whereas  Resolved  Waterman  of  ye  towne  of  Providence 
dyed  intestate  some  yeares  since  before  ye  Late  warrs,  but 
By  reason  of  divers  hinderances  the  Towne  Councill  of 
providence  could  not  make  a  will  according   to  Law,  but 

*Joseph  Jenckes,  b.  1632,  in  Eogland,  came  to  this  country  after 
Joseph,  his  father  (the  original  iron-worlcer  with  whom  the  son  is  often 
confounded  J,  and  settled  first  in  Warwick,  afterwards  in  what  is  now 
Pawtucket,  where  he  built  the  first  house,  flis  forge  was  destroyed  in 
Philip's  War.  He  was  an  Assistant  and  an  influential  man.  He  died 
Jan.  9,  1717,  aged  84.  He  was  father  of  Gov.  Joseph  Jenckes,  Rev* 
Ebenezer  Jenckes,  and  Judge  William  Jenckes. 

tHenry  Browne  was  bom  in  1625.  He  was  of  different  family  from 
Chad  Browne.  His  children  were  intermarried  with  the  Mathewson, 
Harris  and  Rhodes  families,  and  some  of  them  lived  on  the  Neck  near 
the  Seekonk.    He  died  Feb.  20,  1702-^. 

^Edward  Smith  was  a  son  of  Christopher  Smith  previously  mentioned. 
He  married  May  9, 1603,  AnphilUs  Angell  (perhaps  a  second  wife) .  She 
was  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alice  Angell.  He  died  September,  1693. 
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]rt  ye  Time  bein  Elapsed  the  matter  falls  into  ye  hands  of 
ye  Honed  Genall  Assembly. 

And  although  two  preceding  Towne  Conneills  have 
Travelled  in  ye  matter  before  as,  and  we  ye  present 
Towne  CounoiU  attempting  to  finnish  what  ye  former 
Towne  Coimeill  did  not  we  finde  ourselves  incapassitated. 
We  humbly  make  onr  Addresse  to  the  honrd  Assembly 
praying  them  Either  by  themselves  to  make  a  will*  or  if 
their  wisdomes  see  fitt  to  Transferr  a  new  power  nnto  ns 
or  the  next  succeeding  Towne  Councill  We  shall  for  our 
parts  be  humbly  willing  &  ready  to  Attend  yor  pleasure. 

And  soe  wishing  a  Bleassing  from  heaven  on  all  yor 
transactions  we  remaine 

Yor  humble  &  faithful!  servants 
The  27th  of  May  1680. 

Joseph  Jenokes,  Assistant 
RooEB  Williams 
Henry  Browne 
Edward  Smith" 

Feb.  21,  1681.  *'Upon  debate  with  Samuell  Winsor 
about  ye  age  of  his  son-in-law,  Richard  Waterman,  the 
said  Richard  appears  to  be  of  ye  full  age  of  21  years  in 
January  last." 

Samuel  Winsor,  second  husband  of  Mercy  Williams, 
died  Sept.  19,  1705.  This  fact,  abundantly  attested  by 
the  records,  should  put  forever  to  rest  a  singular  and  grave 
error  which,  has  been  transmitted  through  various  publica- 

*Will8  were  actually  made  by  the  Town  Council  in  certain  cases, 
making  division  ef  the  property  of  the  dsceased.  Nicholas  Power  died 
Aug.  25,  1657.  Ten  years  after  his  death  the  Town  Council  of  Provi- 
dence made  a  will  for  him  (he  dying  intestate)  in  order,  as  they  say, 
*'that  we  may  prevent  difiFerences  before  they  begin."— [See  Fuller's 
Wanoick^  p.  21.] 

The  will  of  Stukely  Westcott,  who  died  in  Portsmouth,  drawn  up  but 
not  Hgnedf  was  admitted  to  probate  in  Warwick  twenty  years  after  it 
was  written,  although  it  had  not  been  executed. 
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tions,  and  which  has  been  commonly  accepted  as  credible 
history,  viz. :  that  Mra.  Mercy  Winsor  married  for  her 
third  husband  John  Rhodes,  son  of  Zachary.  Judge 
Savage,  whose  immense  and  generally  critical  researches 
in  genealogy  are  embodied  in  his  invaluable  '^Genealogical 
Dictionary  of  the  Settlers  of  New  England,"  states  therein 
that  our  heroine  was  thus  married,*  and  that  she  had 
children  William  and  John,  but  he  was  misled  by  some 
family  tradition,  as  it  is  plain  that  it  was  the  daughter  of 
Mercy  by  her  first  husband,  Waite  Waterman,  who  mar- 
ried John  Rhodes  aforesaid  on  the  12th  of  February,  1685, 
and  had  besides  William  and  John  several  other  chil- 
dren. The  ''Wilkinson  Genealogy,"  "Winsor  Genealogy," 
**Knowles'  Life  of  Williams,"  &c.,  have  copied  this  error 
of  a  third  marriage,  and  it  may  be  found  widespread  in 
various  MSS.  genealogies  distributed  among  many  families, 
and  yet  there  is  no  historical  foundation  whatever  for  it. 
Mrs.  Mercv  Winsor  and  her  eldest  son  were  in  1705 
appointed  joint  administrators  of  Samuel  Winsor's  estate, 
and  of  course  she  did  not  marry  John  Rhodes  before  her 
husband's  death.     It  is  a  grateful  duty  to  dispose  of  this 

*p.  21.    Perhaps  it  is    no  wonder  that  the  statement  of  S>avage  and 

others  as  to  the  third  marriage  should  have  been  so  generally  accepted 

on  such  respected  authority  without  careful  examination  or  adequate 

proof,  but  the  absurdities  involved  are  great.    The  record  reads:  "John 

Rhodes,  son  Zechariah  and   Wait  Waterman,  daughter  of  Resolved 

Waterman  of  Providence,  were  lawfully  joyned  together  in  marriage 

the  12th  day  of  Ffebruary,  1684-5.''    Then  follows  the  birth  of  their  8 

children  from  1687  to  1703,  viz:    ''Zachariah,  Mercy,  John,  Joseph, 

William,  Phebe  Resolved  and  Wait.''     **The  abous'd  Mr.  John  Rhodes, 

Sen'r,  dece'd,  ye  14th  of  Aug.  1716.    Sarah  Roades,   second  wife  of  ye 

8d  John  Roades,  dec'd  in  Warwick  the  30th  day  of  March,  1730,  »  77.'' 

John  Rhodes  was  born  November  between  1653  and  1658  (the  earlier 

date  would  best  accord  with  the  age  of  his  second  wife),  but  Mercy 
Williams  was  born  in  1640,  being  13  to  18  years  older  than  her  suppoted 
third  partner.  The  imagined  marriage  with  both  mother  and  daughter 
also  does  violence  to  the  instincts  of  civilized  human  nature.  Mr.  G. 
T.  Hart,  of  Providence,  deserves  credit  for  his  air',  in  dispelling  this  Ulu- 
sioQ.  To  him  and  to  Mr.  J.  O.  Austin  I  am  iudebted  for  a  few  of  the 
dates  furnished  in  these  foot-notes. 
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fiction.  A  large  number  of  Rhodes'  are,  however,  de- 
scended from  Mercy  Williams,  through  her  daughter 
Waite,  and  very  many  of  the  Watermans  and  all  of  the 
Winsor  name,  besides  a  multitude  of  those  of  other  names, 
may  own  her  as  their  common  ancestor,  and  cherish  the 
honor  of  their  connection  through  her  with  Roger  Wil- 
liams. 

The  inventory  of  Samuel  Winsor's  estate  presented  be- 
fore the  council,  Nov.  24,  1705,  by  Joseph  Williams^ 
(brother  of  Mercy),  Jonathan  Sprague*and  James  Brow  nef 
is  a  very  lengthy  document  and  shows  what  a  great  ad- 
vance had  been  made  in  comfortable  living,  and  even 
wealth,  by  this  household,  while  suggesting  the  varied 
mechanical  accomplishments  of  the  late  owner.  He  was 
evidently  a  wheelwright  as  well  as  a  farmer,  and  the  *'oys- 
ter-rake"  speaks  of  a  taste  for  good  living.  Among  the 
articles  enumerated  nt  *^the  old  dwelling  house*'  and  '*liis 
ffarme  in  ye  woods"  are  a  great  quantity  of  carpenters' 
and  farmei*s'  tools,"  '*33  sheepe  and  lambs,*'  several  •*pair« 
of  oxen,"  8  cowes,"  **a  servant  boy"  (valued  at  £1©)^ 
"horses/'  **catteir'  and  other  live  stock.  The  family  was 
no  longer  confined  to  pewter,  wooden,  brass  ai>d  iron  ai- 
ticles,  but  we  find  '*glass  bottles/'  and  besides  the  ^'oc- 
cumy  spoones,"  '*3  silver  spoones,"  *-a  silver  dram-m  cup/' 
"a  salt  celar,"  '*an  earthen  {)Ott,"  '*a  bell  mettle  skellett," 
"candle  sticks"   and    "candles/'    "napkins''   and    "table- 

*** Jonathan  Sprague,  son  of  WiUiam,  of  Uingham,  remove«l  to  R. 
I.,  was  town  clerk  of  Providence  in  1722,  and  perhaps  died  at  Smith- 
field,  Jan.  T,  1741,  aged  ^.''—Savaye, 

t Jamc»  Browne,  probably  the  grandson  of  Rev.  Chad  Browne,  and. 
son  of  Rev.  John,  ami  waaalso  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  church.  He 
wa»  born  1607,  mftrried  Dec.  17,  1091,  Mary,  daughter  of  Andrew  Har- 
ris and  granddaughter  of  Wm.  Harris.  Janics  Browne  was  the  grand- 
father of  the  four  brothers — Nicliolas^  Joseph,  John  and  Moses  Brown, 
who  occupied  such  high  and  useful  positions  in  religious  and  mercan- 
tile circles.  He  had  ten  cliildren,  and  died  Oct.  28,  1732.  His  wife  died 
Aug.  18, 1730,  in  her  00th  year. 
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cloaths,"  ''a  razor,"  *'cissors,"'*pillar-beres,""l)olster  cases," 
**iieek-cloath  and  handkerclierfs,"  "bookesaiul  spectacles" 
had  been  introduced,  and  *'the  Bible"  had  its  honorable 
place  '*at  the  ffarme  in  ye  woods." 

No  record  of  the  death  of  Mi's.  Mercy  Winsor  is  found, 
but  the  tradition  has  come  down  that  she  was  buried  some- 
where near  the  site  of  the  Providence  city  water  works 
(now  Pettaconsett)  in  Cranston.  Thus  affirmed  Mr.  W. 
G.  Williams,  a  diligent  collector  of  the  history  of  the 
Williams  family. 
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Lettkr  from  Captain  Home  to  Thomas  W.  Moore,  1795.— 
Among  tlie  many  old  letters  in  the  archives  of  the  Newport  His- 
torical Society,  the  following  is  of  interest.  Can  any  of  the  read- 
ers of  the  Magazine  give  us  any  information  relative  to  the  ship 
Africa? 

'"Newport,  Aug.  2,  1795. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  from  Captain 
Homo,  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's   Ship  Africa,  which  I  take  the 
most  earlic  opportunity  of  forwarding  to  your  Excellency,  having 
the  honor  to  he,  with  all  due  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  William  Moore. 
His  Excellency  Arthur  Fenner,  Esq., 

Governor,  &c.,  Providence,  R.  I." 

[copyJ 

"Africa  off  Rhode  Island, 
31st  July,  1795. 

.Sm:  1  did  expect  lo  have  had  the  pleiisure  of  seeing  you  ou 
'joard  the  Africa,  but  as  that  is  not  the  case,  I  am  obliged  to  send 
an  officer  to  you  under  the  present  circumstances  and  to  desire 
that  you  will  lay  my  letter  before  the  Governor  or  other  chief 
magistrate  of  the  Island ^  which  is  to  contain  these  several  requests'. 

First,  rhat  there  may  be  delivered  up  to  me,  immediately,  an 
<)i!:cer  who  was  taken  out  of  a  British  sloop  while  in  Newport, 
and  con  lined  an  board  the  French  Irigate  now  in  Rhode  Island, 
this  violent  proceedings  being  contrary  to  the  law  of  all  nations 
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in  a  neutral  port.  In  tlie  second  place,  that  you  may  receive  the 
aid  of  the  civil  power  in  this  island  to  send  on  board  the  Africa, 
all  British  or  others  who  have  been  captured  in  any  vessels  and 
set  at  liberty  in  these  States.  Xot  a  feigned  and  pretended  aid. 
but  sudi  as  our  nation  has  a  right  t*>  expect  from  the  United 
States,  with  whom  we  are  at  peace  and  amity.  And  thirdly,  that 
I  may  be  permitted  to  buy  such  refreshments  as  my  ship's  compa- 
ny are  in  need  of;  and  that  in  case  I  send  my  own  boats  on  shore, 
my  people  and  osl^cers  shall  not  be  liable  to  insult  fr<jm  any  of  the 
inhabitants  or  others  of  whatever  description,  and  to  represent  in 
plain  terms  to  the  Governor  that  my  otllcer  who  carries  this,  or 
any  other  oMIcer  or  people  whom  I  may  send  upon  their  just  and 
lawful  occasions,  receive  from  any  one  individual,  whether  in  the 
nature  of  a  mob  or  otherwise,  any  affront  or  insult,  I  will  imme- 
diately on  my  part,  come  in  with  His  Majesty's  ship,  under  my 
command,  and  protect  my  own  people;  and  further,  that  if  the 
Government  or  State  here  are,  in  such  cases  as  I  have  mentioned, 
guilty  of  such  a  breach  of  neutrality,  I  will  then  look  upon  my- 
self in  the  same  manner  as  not  bound  to  observe  the  neutrality  of 
these  ports;  and  that  I  am  resolved  to  be  treated  in  the  same  man- 
ner in  all  respects  whatever  as  they  do  those  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic. And  I  am  the  more  plain  in  the  nature  of  my  demands,  as  I 
have  received  a  hint  that  if  I  send  our  people  on  shore  tliey  will 
be  considered  as  spies.  In  this  case  I  want  to  spy  nothing;  I  am 
in  full  possession  of  every  intelligence  regarding  that  ship  which 
I  want  to  be  possessed  of,  and  I  require  a  written  answer  fr6m 
the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island  to  these  demand-,  and  that  without 
loss  of  time. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedieiit  servant, 

Rod'm  IIomk. 
To  Thomas  W.  Moore,  Esq,, 
His  lirit.inic  Majesty's  V.  Consul, 

Rhode  Island." 


Mklville  FA3iiLY.-The  following  record  of  the  Melville  fam- 
ily is  found  on  the  Town  Records  of  Newport,  recorded  by  David 
Melville,  Esq.,  about  1827: 

'* Melville  David  of  Roston,  admitted  a  Burgess  &  Guild  Brother 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1717,  but  was  settled  in  this  country  2() 
years  previously;  he  married  a  daughter  of  Rev.  SamUcl  Willard, 
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Vice  President  of  Harvard  College,  and  minister  of  Old  South 
Cliurch,  Boston.    Thev  had  : 

Thomas,'*  bom  Boston,  1697,  came  to  Newport,  1738. 

David,^       "  "        1709,    "      "  ''        1731. 

David,^  married  Jane  Vaughan;  she  died  Oct.  4, 1734,  ag.  34  yrs. 
"  "    2d,  Elizabeth  Vaughan,  Jan.  5, 1736;  she    died 

Dec.  10, 1738,  aged  31  years. 

Mary^,  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth,  died  1736,  aged  2  mos. 

Lovelaces,  **        "      "  '*  ''   1738,    "  17  days. 

I)avid«,  married  3d  wife,  Lydia  West,  Feb.  11, 1739,  and  had 

Frances,*  bom  April  12, 1740,  died  Aug.  17, 1740. 

Timothy,*    **    June  19, 1741.      "  April    7,  1742. 

David,*        *'    Nov.    5, 1742,  baptized  Nov.  6, 1743. 

David ,«  died  1761,  aced  42  years.  >     Both  buried  at 

Lydia,  his  wife,  died  a  year  or  two  before.  >  Dartmouth,  Mass. 

David,*  married  Elizabeth  Thurston,  Dec.  1, 1768,  and  had 

1.  Lydia*,  bom  Aug.  3, 1769. 

2.  Samuel*  Thurston,  bora  1771,  dr  wned,China,Oct.  27, 1792. 

3.  David,*  bom  March  21, 1773. 

4.  Polly.*  bom  March  20, 1776,  died  Sept.  10, 1794. 
6.    Elizabeth,*  bom  Dec  6, 1777. 

6.  Eunice,*  bom  Sept.  4, 1781,  died  Ausr.  29,  1819. 

7.  Sarah*  Anthony,  bom  May  28,  1784, 

8.  Avis,*  bom ,  1786,  died  May  22,  1792. 

David,   died  Dec.  13,  1804,  aged  62  years. 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  died  Dec.  1. 1803,  aged  64  years. 

David,*  married  Patience  Sherman,  of  Geo.,  Mar.  4, 1842,  and  had 
Elizabeth*  Thurston,  born  Nov.  25,  1813,  [Mar'd  G.  C.Munro.] 
Henrietta    Easton,       *'    Nov.  20, 1815,  [mar'd   Henry  Bull.] 
Mary  Catharine,  **    Feb.  25,  1818. 

Sarah  Matilda,  "    Feb.  16.  1820 

Benj .  Shearman,  "    Feb .  10, 1822.  [mar'd  Lydia  Kaighn.  [ 

Samuel  Thurston,  born  July  24, 1824,   [m'd.  Mary  Cole  of  Geo.] 
George  Washington,  bom  Sept.  4, 1826. 


Will  of  George  Walker,  Providence,  R.  L,  1713— The 
following  is  an  extract  of  the  will  of  George  Walker,  who  died  in 
Providence  November  26, 1713,  at  the  house  of  Edward  Smith. 
In  the  probate  proceedings  he  is  called  "a  stranger."  From  the 
inventory  it  would  seem  that  he  may  have  been  a  tailor.  The  will 
is  dated  two  days  before  his  death.  C. 
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'*Ti)  Edwmtl  Smith,  his  wife  Mans  ^^-  To  Joseph  Smith,  son 
of  Edward  (deceased),  .£'0.  To  Abigail  Owens,  servant  maid  to 
Edward  Smith,  '20  sh.  To  James  Tripp,  his  wife  Elizabeth  of 
Dartmouth,  20  sh.  All  the  remaining  part  of  my  estate  I  give 
to  my  three  younger  brothers  and  tive  sisters,  dwelling  at  Saalby, 
ill  the  parish  of  Decar,  in  Cumberland,  in  Great  Brittan;  viz.,  to 
my  brothers  Mark,  Jacob  and  John,  and  my  sisters  Ann,  Margaret. 
Mary,  Kuth  and  Joyce,  to  each  one  equal  part."  Edward  SmiUi, 
of  Providence,  and  Joseph  Mowry,  of  Conanicut,  Executors. 
William  Gulley,  Joseph  Welfhcad  and  Samuel  Wilkins(m,  Wit- 
nesses. 


Narragansett  Historical  Register  -  "We  have  received 
Nos.  I  and  2,  Vol.  I.,  of  this  new  magazine,  published  quarterly  by 
the  Xarragansett  Historical  Publishing  Co.,  and  edited  by  Mr. 
James  X.  Arnold,  of  Hamilton,  R.  I.,  to  whom  all  communications 
should  be  sent.  Narragansett  certainly  possesses  historical  matter 
enough  to  make;  an  interesting  and  valuable  publication,  and  we 
tiust  Mr.  Arnold  will  take  advantage  of  this  fact  and  give  us  a 
majiuzine  lillcd  with  the  historv  of  that  section  of  Rhode  Island. 
Tlie  numbers  already  is>ued  contain  many  good  papers.  The  prict' 
of  the  magazine,  only  two  dollars  i)er  aniium,  is  low  enough  for  all 
interested  in  Rhode  Island  historv  to  subscribe  for  it. 


The  Desc'endaxts  of  Xicholas  Eastox.  A  history  and 
genealogy  of  the  Easton  family  I'ciug  in  pnparation,  assistance 
from  all  i)ei*sons  having  records  of  the  family  is  respectfully  solic- 
ited. All  communications  ^should  be  sent  to  R.  H.  Tilley,  New- 
port, U   I. 

Letter  from  (Jen.  Nathaniel  Greene,  1781. — 

Xinety-six,May  2i>d,  1781. 
My  dear  sir: 

Your  early  arrival  at  Augusta  astonishes  me ;  for  rapid  marches 
you  exceed  Lord  Cornwallis  and  everybody  else.  I  wish  you  may 
not  have  injured  your  troops. 

We  arrived  before  this  place  this  morning,  and  find  the  place 
much  better  fortilied  and  the  garrison  much  stronger  in  regular 
troops  than  was  expected.  We  performed  tlie  march  in  as  short  a 
time  as  we  could;  but  our  exertions  when  compared  with  yours 
have  no  merit. 

At  present  I  cannot  detach  the  men  you  request,  but  perhaps  1 
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can  after  a  day  or  two.  But  more  of  this  hereafter  I  beg  you  to 
accomplish  your  business  of  Augusta  and  the  fort  below  as  soon  as 
possible.  Many  reasons  induce  me  to  wish  it  which  I  cannot 
explain  to  you  at  present. 

A  gentleman  just  from  Virginia  says  a  hand-bill  was  circulating 
at  Richmond,  with  Charles  Tomson's  name  to  it,  that  the  second 
division  of  the  French  fleet  had  arrived.  It  is  highly  probable 
they  will  operate  immediately  on  the  Chesapeak.  Our  military 
operations  in  Virginia  are  flattering. 

Please  to  present  my  compliments  to  General  Pickens,  and 
apologize  to  him  for  my  not  writing.  I  wrote  you  day  before  yes- 
terday that  Lord  Rawdou  had  evacuated  Nelson's  Ferry  and  blown 
up  the  fortifications.  This  letter  I  hope  you  have  received.  The 
enemy  intercepted  a  letter  from  General  Pickens  to  me,  at  the 
foot  of  which  you  made  a  note,  that  gave  them  great  disgust.  You 
insinuate  that  unless  I  hasten  my  march  they  will  slip  through  my 
fingers  and  escape  to  Augusta.     Your  Att., 

N    Greenk." 
''Ask  General  Pickens  what  he  thinks  of  offering  the  Tories  a 
pardon  generally  if  they  will  come  in  and  join  us,  excepting  only 
murderers  and  house -burners.     Overtures  of  the  sort  have  been 
hinted  by  the  Tories." 


QUERIES. 

5. — What  was  the  maiden  name  of  Ann,  wife  of  Ralph  Chapman, 
Jr.,  of  Newport,  R.  I.?  Her  first  husband  was  Peleg  PeokhamH 
who  died  about  1716,  by  whom  she  had  several  children. 

Newport,  R.  I.,  Sept.  20,  1882.  R  H.  Tilley. 

6.  Who  were  the  parents  of  Capt  Jeremiah  Clarke,  of  Newport, 
who  married  Sept.  19,  1765,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Wanton, 
of  Tiverton,  R.  I.?  Capt  Clarke  died  at  Rath,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  14, 
1815,  aged  82  years  and  6  months.  Snrah,  his  wife,  died  at  Bath, 
N.  Y.,  April  29,  1813,  aged  67  years,  11  monllis,  and  11  days. 
Any  information  elative  to  this  family  wll  be  gladly  received  by 
the  Publishers  of  this  Magazine. 

7.  What  was  the  maiden  Utime  of  Rebecca  Cornell,  widow  of 
Gideon,  of  Newport  V  She  married  2d  Joseph  Rotcli,  Esq.,  of  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  Dec.  29, 1768.  Any  information  relative  to  thi? 
family  will  be  gladly  received 

Newport,  R.  L,  Sept.  20,  1882.  R.  H.  Tilley. 
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SETTLEMENT    OF    GOV.    WALTER    CLARKE'S 

ESTATE,  1714. 


FBOM    NEWPORT  TOWN    RECORDS — COPIED    BY    WILLIAM 

CODDINGTON,    1770. 


Contributed  hy  Thomas  Vernon. 

"In  council  there  was  brought  an  inventory  of  the  estate 
of  Walter  Clarke,  Esq.,  deceased,  taken  according  to  law; 
and  there  also  was  in  council  brought  an  instrument  in 
writing,  said  to  be  under  ye  hand  an({  seal  of  said  Walter 
Clarke,  Esq.,  deceased,  said  to  be  his  will,  but  it  being 
blotted  by  several  lines  being  raced  out,  and  other  un- 
certaintys,  showing  the  imperfection  thereof.  Where- 
upon also  appeared  in  council  ye  widow  of  said  Walter 
Clarke,  Thomas  Rodman  and  Hannahi  his  wife.  Major 
Nathaniel  ShefiSeld  and  Katharine,  his  wife,  George  Cor- 
nell and  Deliverance,  his  wife,  all  ye  sons-in-law  to  said 
Walter  Clarke,  Esq.,  their  wives  being  his  daughters ; 
and  Jeremiah  Gould,  ye  eldest  son  of  Mary  Gould,  de- 
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ceased,  who  was  daughter  to  said  Walter  Clarke.  Said 
persons  chiefly  mentioned  in  said  instrument,  and  with 
them  they  brought  and  exhibited  in  council  a  writing  un- 
der their  hands  and  seals,  with  witnesses  thereto.  Each 
and  every  one  of  them  agreeing,  and  in  council  declaring 
that  they  had,  by  said  instrument  in  writing,  fully  and 
wholly  agi-eed  for  ye  orderly  settling  said  estate,  much 
or  near,  according  to  ye  instrument  said  to  be  the  will  of 
said  Walter  Clarke,  deceased.  And  whereas,  in  said  in- 
strument there  was  nominated  and  appointed  Mr.  James 
Clarke  and  Mr.  Thomas  Rodman  executors,  but  Mr.  James 
Clarke  refusing  to  take  administration  on  said  estate, 
therefore  it's  ordered  that  the  above  mentioned  Thomas 
Rodman,  Nathaniel  Shefl&eld  and  George  Cornell  is  ap- 
pointed and  allowed  administrators  to  said  Walter  Clarke, 
£sq/s  estate,  and  that  the  instrument  called  a  will  be 
left  in  ye  Town  Clerk's  ofl&ce,  that  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  hereafter  see  cause  to  contest  ye  same  or  any 
article  therein,  or  any  claim  of  any  right  in  law  thereby, 
the  persons  desiring  administration  are  hereby  allowed, 
they  having  given  in  bond  for  their  faithful  administration 
according  to  law. 

In  council  appeared  and  did  recognize  themselves  in 
ye  sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  one  shilling, 
current  money  of  New  England  to  this  present  Town 
Council  and  their  successors  in  said  office,  to  be  levied 
upon  either  of  their  estates,  goods  and  chatties,  that 
Thomas  Rodman,  Nathaniel  Sheffield  and  George  Cornell, 
shall  faithfully  administer  upon  the  personal  estate  of 
said  Walter  Clarke,  Esq.,  deceased,  according  to  law. 

By  virtue  of  ye  power  granted  to  ye  council  of  ye 
town  of  Newport,  in  ye  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  Ac.,  for 
ye  probate  of  wills  and  granting  of  lettera  of  adminis- 
tration within  ye  said  township. 
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To  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greet- 
ing: Know  ye,  that  upon  ye  seventh  day  of  June,  1714, 
an  inventory  of  ye  estate  of  Walter  Clarke,  Esq.,  late  of 
Newport,  deceased ;  likewise  an  instrument,  said  to  be 
the  will  of  said  Walter  Clarke,  Esq.,  deceased,  and  there 
being  several  lines  blotted  out,  and  other  uncertainties, 
shewing  ye  imperfections  thereof,  upon  which  ye  council 
ordered  ye  same  to  lay  in  ye  Town  Clerk's  hands,  and 
Mr.  James  Clarke,  who  was  appointed  executor  in  said 
instrument  refusing  to  take  said  office,  and  Sarah  Clarke, 
ye  widow  of  said  Walter  Clarke,  Thomas  Rodman  and 
Hannah,  his  wife  ;  Nathaniel  Sheffield,  Esq.  and  Katha- 
rine, his  wife ;  George  Cornell,  Esq,  and  Deliverance,  his 
wife,  and  Jeremiah  Gould,  son  of  Mary  Chapman,  deceas- 
ed ;  ye  women  being  ye  daughters  of  ye  said  Walter 
Clarke,  Esq.,  deceased,  having  brought  in  an  agreement, 
under  their  hands  and  seals,  bearing  date  ye  seventh  of 
June,  1714,  which  they  desired  might  be  put  upon  record 
and  they  likewise  desired  yt  administration  might  be 
granted  to  ye  said  Thomas  Rodman,  Nathaniel  Sheffield, 
Esq.)  and  George  Cornell,  Esq.  Ye  said  Walter  Clarke, 
Esq.,  having  whilst  he  lived,  goods,  debts  and  chattels. 
Therefore  administration  is  hereby  granted  unto  the  said 
Thomas  Rodman,  Nathaniel  Sheffield  and  George  Cornell, 
they  having  given  in  bond  for  their  faithful  administra- 
tion on  ye  said  estate,  impowering  and  authorizing  them 
to  do  whatsoever  is  needful  in  ye  law  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  administration  and  ye  trust  reposed  in  them, 
and  to  render  an  aco't  of  their  administration  to  the  coun- 
cil when  lawfully  required. 

By  order  of  council  I  have  given  forth  this  power  of 
Administration,  under  my  hand  and  council  seal  this  10th 
day  of  June,  1714. 

Wm.  Coddington,  Council  Clerk. 

Whereas,  Walter  Clarke  did,  by  his  last  will,  give  his 
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Uud  in  the  Jerseys  oaco  Wilier  Clarke,  his  cousin  ;  these 
are  CO  oertiry  nhd:,  dl:aouu:b.  ::  be  not  so  mentioned,  yet 
ye  said  VV" Alter  Ciari-j  lid  say  he  g;ive  it  to  his  cousin 
Walter  CLirie.  s^^a  ::  ii>  broiher  Weston  Clarke,  which 
I  .>uiivCed.  rioc  iai:*i-j;j  or  no:  remembering  there  was  any 
luorr?  ji'  y*;  ua:iie. 

Joseph  Nicholson. 

U'to».w  [>IjL:iv;.  io.  These  may  certify  that  Joseph 
N:ciioi>*.»£i.  ;ht»  Atwe  subscriber  personally  appeared  before 
'-tio*  ihe  >u*?i>c::ivr*  and  did  testify,  upon  his  solemn  en- 
<»4;;var*ft.t;  :o  ve  truth  of  what  is  above  written.  New- 
jvt'..  Jav.e  li^,  1714. 

Sam'l  Cranston,  Governor." 

•*  WhorxMs,  it  hath  pleased  God,  after  a  long  and  tedious 

*tokuo*5^  to  take  our  hon'd  father,  Walter  Clarke  out  of 

^!u^  world  by  that  fatal  messenger,   death,   on    ye   23d 

vU\  of  May%  1T14,  in  which  weakness  and   low  condition 

ho   otinoelled   and  caused  to  be  burnt,  his  will  which  he 

lumlo  whon  he  was  in  perfect  health  and  sound   and  dis> 

|H>i4tn^  mind,  and  also   in   that  low  and  weak   estate   he 

wi'oto,  or  (mused  to  be  wrote  an  instrument  or  will,  bear- 

\\\^  k\\\U\  April  14,  1714,  wherein  there  is  several  blots, 

iiiooH  and  imperfections,  and  some   contradictions,  which 

W\\\^  duly  considered,  and  that  if  some   amicable  agree- 

utout  bo  not  made  between  us,  his   natural   children  now 

HUi'viviiigi  being  heirs  at  law  to  said  estate,  and  our  mother- 

hi'luw,  Sarah  Clarke,  and  ye  other  legatees  therein  men- 

tiontMl,  aooording  to  what  we  know  was  our  said  father's 

uihid  in  hitt  former  wills,  by  him  made  when  he  was  [in] 

prrfoot  health  and  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and   un* 

drmiandiiig,  and  as  near  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 

luli(ir«  hearing  date  as  above  said.    Therefore,  to  prevent 

any  furlhor  disturbance  or  contentions  in  ye  law  or  other- 

wIno  which  might  hereafter  arise  or  happen  by  reason  of 
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ye  racing,  blotting  or  imperfection  of  ye  above  said  in- 
strument, bearing  date  as  aforesaid.  We,  the  subscribers^ 
being  ye  natural  children  and  heirs  at  law  to  our  deceased 
father's  estate,  and  our  mother-in-law,  Sarah  Clarke,  the 
now  relict  of  our  deceased  father,  Walter  Clarke,  do 
hereby  declare  and  agree  that  these  following  articles  of 
agreement  shall  be  of  full  force  and  virtue  in  the  law  for 
the  disposition  of  ye  real  and  personal  estate  of  our  said 
deceased  father,  Walter  Clarke,  [and]  in  ye  room  of  his 
aforesaid  will,  bearing  date  as  abovesaid,  and  that 
every  article  and  legacy  herein  agreed  on  or  ordered  to  be 
paid,  shall  be  justly  paid  by  ye  administrators  on  ye  afore- 
said estate,  according  to  this  agreement,  which  shall  be  a 
good  estate  in  fee  to  ye  legatees.,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
as  hereafter  shall  be  expressed. 

Impr's.  We  agree  and  order  that  our  aforesaid  father's 
funeral  charges  and  just  debts  shall  be  paid  out  of  his 
personal  estate. 

Item.  We  propose  and  agree,  that  all  our  father's 
wearing  clothes  and  his  silver  buttons,  containing  four 
dozen  shall  be  equally  divided  between  our  two  uncles, 
Latham  Clarke  and  Weston  Clarke. 

Item.  We  further  declare  and  agree  that  our  said 
mother-in-law,  Sarah  Clarke  shall  have  at  her  own  dispo- 
sal all  that  part  of  our  father's  estate,  whatsoever  and 
wherever  that  she  brought  to  him  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage, that  is  now  in  being,  and  also  ye  best  bed  and  fur- 
niture, one  horse  and  one  cow,  that  was  our  said  father's 
at  ye  time  of  his  decease ;  and  further,  we  declare  and 
agree  that  our  said  mother-in-law  shall  have  one  lot  of 
land,  lying  on  ye  east  side  of  Joseph  Burden's  lot,  in  the 
town  of  Newport,  containing  eighty  foot  square,  joining 
northerly  upon  Mary  Lane,  to  be  and  remain  to  her,  her 
heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Item.     We  further  declare  and   agiee,  that  our  uncle 
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Weston  Clarke,  shall  have  our  father's  seal,  on  which  oar 
father's  coat  of  arms  is  engraven. 

Item.  We  further  declare  and  agree  that  all  ye  personal 
estate  of  our  late  mother-in-law,  Freeborn  Clarke,  deceased^ 
which  she  brought  to  our  said  father's  estate  at  ye  day  of 
her  marriage  (as  is  now  in  being)  shall  be  delivei*ed  to 
Samuel  Cranston,  Esq.,  Gov'r  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween his  children. 

Item.  We  further  declare  and  agree  that  our  mother- 
in-law,  Sarah  Clarke,  shall  have  ten  pounds  a  year,  annu- 
ally during  the  term  of  her  natural  life,  to  be  paid  her 
out  of  ye  incomes  of  ye  real  estate  of  our  deceased  father. 
Futhermore,  we  declare  and  agree  that  our  said  mother- 
in-law,  Sarah  Clarke  shall  have  and  enjoy  during  her 
widowhood,  all  that  our  deceased  father's  late  dwelling 
house,  with  free  egress  and  regress  to  ye  street,  northerly, 
where  the  gate  now  is,  and  to  ye  well  and  garden,  with 
all  ye  garden  and  land  adjoining  thereto,  with  housing 
and  shops  built  thereon,  except  such  part  or  parts  here- 
after disposed  of,  or  confirmed  according  to  our  fathered 
disposition,  by  us,  the  subscribers.  And  further,  we  de- 
clare and  agree  that  all  ye  remainder  of  our  deceased 
father's  personal  estate  yet  undisposed  of  shall  be  equally 
divided  into  five  parts,  and  one-fifth  part  to  be  and  re- 
main to  our  mother-in-law,  Sarah  Clarke,  her  heirs  and 
assigns  forever. 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  ye  natural  children  and 
heirs  at  law  to  our  deceased  father's  estate,  do,  with  our 
mother-in-law,  Sarah  Clarke,  mutually  agree  and  declare 
all  these  foregoing  bequests  or  legacys  given  to  our  said 
mother-in-law  by  our  deceased  father,  and  now  confirmed 
by  ourselves  is  in  lieu  and  stead  of  all  right  of  dower 
or  power  of  thirds  and  all  other  right,  claim  or  interest 
which  she  hath,  or  may  have  hereafter,  of,  in  or  unto  ye 
real  or  personal  estate  of  our  said  deceased  father,  Walter 


^ 
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Clarke,  by  means  of  her  marriage  with  liim,  or  any  other 

way   whatsoever.     For   confirmation    whereof,    we   liave 

hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  ye  seventh  of  June,  in 

ye  thirteenth  year  of  her  majesty's  reign,  A.  D.  1714. 

Signed,  sealed  and  acknowledged  in  the  presence  of 

Nathaniel  Coddiugton. 

Richard  Ward. 

Sarah  Clarice,  [s] 

Thomas  Rodman,  [s] 

Hannah  Rodman,  [s] 

Nath'll  Sheffield,         [s] 

Katharine  Sheffield,  [s] 

George  Cornell,  [s] 

Deliverance  Cornell,  [s] 

Jeremiah  Gould.  [s] 

All  the  subscribers  mentioned  to   ye   foregoing  instru- 

strument  appeared  before  ye  council  and  declared  ye  same 

to  be  their  voluntary  act  and  agreement,  taken  in  council 

this  7th  June,  1714. 

Attest:  William  Coddington,  Council  Clerk. 

And  furthermore,  we  who  are  his  natural  children  and 
heirs  at  law  to  our  deceased  father's  estate,  do,  for  the 
better  settlement  and  regulation  of  ye  remaining  part  of 
our  said  father's  estate,  both  real  and  personal  do  declare 
and  agree  as  folio  we  th  : 

Imp'rs.  That  all  ye  legacys  given  by  our  deceased 
father  in  ye  aforesaid  instrument  or  will,  and  hereafter 
confirmed,  shall  be  paid  out  of  ye  remaining  part  of  our 
deceased  father's  pei*sonal  estate  as  is  yet  undisposed  of ; 
and  then  we  further  declare  and  agree  that  ye  remaining 
part  of  said  personal  estate  as  shall  be  undisposed  of  shall 
be  divided  into  four  equal  parts  and  disposed  of  as  fol- 
loweth : 

One-fourth  part  to  ye  children  of  our  deceased  sister, 
Mary  Chapman,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them. 


' —      Srfi  nunc  "/  fjov.  Wilter  (.7ari«?'#  Estate.  1714, 

'•'7   K  :er  :«>ur:h  part  to  our  sister,  Hannah  Rodman. 
*'!e   ^:2<r  :o»ir^h  part  to  our  sister,  Katharine  Sheffield. 
\  !u    "•:  Oilier   remaining    fourth    p;>rt  to   our   sister, 

:•  n.     ^i  itfclare  and  a^ee    that   our   cousin,  Clarke 

t;->.i!ti;ui.  s.'ii  :i  Thomas  Rodman  shall  have  all  that  part 

»v     ur    :uj<fi'>  housiniT   and    land    Ivinor    in  ve    toivn    of 

N.  .\ 'Mir*-.  "x'UiiJed   as   tolloweth:  South,  on    the  back  of 

.:'v    -1  iii;!ov  riowly  built,  where  our    fatlier  lived   in    his 

\\\      :iii.'  .  west  and  north,  o!i  the  great   or  main  street, 

*»n.  ^'  V  "loiu  its  full    breadth  extendiuir   east,  whilst  it 

iivx  .N  %  .1  .*  lot  of  land,  which  hath    been   given  to   our 

..  v.>.i.   ,*.iemiah    Clarke,  and  will    be  confirmed   by  us, 

'*      :   *."  '.:»»i:Mng.  shops  and  privileges  thereunto   belong- 

iij;,     iio    {Mviltge    of  our     mother-in-law   to    pass  and 

*V:  \i.v^.  ii*   is  before   expressed,  only  excepted,  all   which 

Vm.^::!::  and  land  we  agree  and  allow  that  our  aforesaid 

>>•;.>::•,  Clarke  Rvnlman  shall  enjoy  to  him,  his  heirs   and 

.is^i^i;:iis  tore v or, 

Wc  fuitlicr  ileclare  and  agree  that  our  cousin,  Jere- 
miah iMavke,  son  of  Weston  Clarke  shall  have  one  lot  of 
Und  out  of  our  said  father's  land,  in  ye  town  of  New- 
jvrl%  U>undtd  as  followeth,  viz:  North,  on  ye  Broad 
*lteol  forty  foot  wide;  east  on  land  in  ye  possession  of 
i*htisippher  Almy,  late  belonging  to  Joseph  Bryer,  de- 
^vased  ;  south,  on  a  fence  belonging  to  George  Cornell,  ia 
wivllli  thirty  feet ;  west,  partly  on  land  given  to  our 
iMother-iu-law  during  her  widowhood,  and  part  on  land 
kfiveu  li>  Clarke  Rodman,  all  which  land  we  allow  to  our 
aforesaid  cousin,  Jeremiali  Clarke,  and  to  his  heirs  and 
HMi^igns  foiwer. 

We  furilier  declare  and  agree  that  our  uncle,  Latham 
(Marko  shall  have  one  lot  of  land  out  of  our  deceased 
father's  estate,  bounded  as  followeth,  forty  foot  in  width  : 
nurtli,   on    ye   Main  sti^et,  and   ninety  foot  in   length; 
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bounded  east  on  a  lot  formerly  sold  to  Susannah  Smith  and 
Hugh  Mosier ;  south  and  west  on  land  given  to  our  cousin, 
Philip  Harwood,  and  will  be  confirmed  by  us,  the  above 
said  lot  to  contain  forty  foot  in  width  and  ninety  foot  in 
length,  and  we  agree  that  our  uncle,  Latham  Clarke  shall 
enjoy  ye  same,  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

We  further  declare  and  agree  that  our  cousin,  Philip 
Harwood,  according  to  our  deceased  father's  mind  shall 
have  and  enjoy  two  parcels  of  land  within  ye  town 
of  Newport,  which  two  parcels  of  land  are  described  and 
bounded  as  followeth,  viz  :  one  part  is  bounded  easterly 
on  land  belonging  to  our  uncle,  Latham  Clarke,  and 
partly  on  other  land  sold  by  our  deceased  father ;  south 
on  land  in  ye  possession  of  John  Hammett,  and  west  on 
land  in  ye  possession  of  Simon  Parrot  and  Thomas  Rod- 
man ;  northerly,  part  on  land  belonging  to  ye  aforesaid 
Latham  Clarke,  and  partly  on  ye  Main  street,  the  other 
piece  or  lot  of  land  is  that  which  ye  shop  stands  on  that 
Caleb  Barker  now  dwells  in,  and  bounded  as  followeth, 
viz  :  west,  on  ye  Main  street,  beginning  at  ye  northwest 
corner  of  said  shop,  and  so  to  run  south  until  it  meets  with 
George  Cornell's  fence,  and  so  to  extend  east  ye  full 
width  until  it  comes  to  ye  cross  fence  as  it  now  stands  in 
garden.  All  ye  abovesaid  two  parcels  of  land,  with  ye 
building  thereon,  we  confirm  and  allow  to  our  Cousin 
Philip  Harwood  and  to  his  heirs  lawfully  begotten  of  his 
body,  according  to  our  deceased  father's  mind. 

We  do  declare  and  agree  that  ye  slip  of  land  lying 
between  George  Corneirs  house  and  ye  land  given  to  our 
Cousin  Philip  Harwood,  and  that  piece  of  land  that  lies 
between  the  cross  fence  as  it  now  standeth  and  George 
Cornell's  land,  shall  be  and  remain  to  our  sister  Deliver- 
ance Cornell,  her  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

We  also  allow  and  confirm   unto  our   Cousin  Walter 
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Clarke,  son  of  Weston  Clarke  and  his  heirs  forever,  all 
that  our  deceased  father*8  right  of  land  in  New  Jersey. 

According  to  our  deceased  father's  mind,  we  give  and 
confirm  unto  Col.  John  Cranston  and  to  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  all  that  piece  of  land  whereon  ye  house 
now  stands  that  is  in  possession  of  Samuel  Ducean, 
bounded  south,  west  and  north  on  Jahleel  Brenton's  land, 
and  east  on  ye  Main  street;  on  condition  that  ye  said  Col. 
John  Cranston  gives  in  sufficient  bond  to  our  Uncle  James 
Clarke  and  to  our  brother,  Thomas  Rodman,  to  keep  in 
good  repairs  forever,  and  the  land  never  to  be  dug  up  nor 
broke  up  but  to  be  kept  in  good  and  decent  manners,  as  a 
memoriall  of  our  honored  grandfi\ther,  Jeremiah  Clarke, 
whose  body  was  there  interred  in  February,  1651. 

We  agree  and  allow  that  our  cousin,  Jeremiah  Clarke, 
son  of  Jeremiah  Clarke,  shall  have  all  our  deceased  father's 
horses  or  horse  kind  whatsoever,  that  he  hath  of  right 
belonging  to  him,  in  Narragansett  Country  or  Kingstown 

We  allow  and  do  hereby  agree  that  all  our  deceased 
father*^  land  lying  in  his  upper  meadow,  containing  forty 
acres  more  or  less,  as  it  is  now  fenced,  with  ye  remainder 
of  ye  little  barn  field,  that  remains  or  is  undisposed  of, 
together  with  ye  housing  and  land  where  our  mother-in- 
law  hatli  a  right  in  during  her  widowhood,  shall  be  equally 
divided  in  five  parts,  viz. :  one-fiftli  part  to  our  deceased 
sister,  Mary  Chapman,  her  children,  to  be  equally  divided 
between  them,  to  be  enjoyed  by  them,  their  heirs  and 
assigns  forevej- ;  and  one  other  part  to  our  sister,  Hannah 
Rodman,  and  to  her  heirs  and  assigns  forever ;  and  one 
other  fifth  part  to  our  sister  Katharine  Sheffield  and  to  her 
heirs  and  assigns  forever ;  one  other  fifth  part  to  our 
sister,  Deliverance  Cornell,  to  her  heirs  and  assigns  for- 
ever; and  the  other  fifth  part  to  our  cousin,  Philip 
Harwood,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever. 
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We  further  declare  and  agree  that  all  the  abovesaid 
land  shall  forthwith  come  into  ye  possession  of  ye  legatees, 
only  excepting  ye  house  our  mother-in-law,  Sarah  Clarke, 
now  lives  in,  which  she  is  to  enjoy  during  her  widowhood 
as  is  before  expressed. 

We  declare  and  agree  that  our  uncle,  James  Clarke, 
shall  have  five  pounds,  current  money,  out  of  our  father's 
estate  ;  and  also  that  our  brother,  Tliomas  Rodman,  shall 
have  five  pounds,  current  money,  out  of  our  father's  estate, 
which  is  for  their  service  and  a  token  of  his  love. 

We  declare  and  allow  that  ye  Governor,  Samuel  Cran- 
ston, shall  have  five  pounds,  current  money,  out  of  our 
deceased  father's  estate,  as  a  token  of  his  love,  we  knowing 
it  to  be  our  father's  mind. 

We  also  declare  and  agree  that  our  brother,  Nathaniel 
Sheffield,  shall  have  ^wq  pounds,  current  money,  out  of 
our  father's  estate,  as  a  token  of  his  love. 

We  declare  and  a^ree  that  ve  children  of  our  uncle. 
James  Clarke,  and  ye  children  of  our  aunt,  Sarah  Carr, 
shall  have  each  of  them  thirty  shillings  apiece,  as  a  token 
of  our  father's  love.  We  further  declare  and  figree  that 
our  aunt,  Sarah  Carr,  shall  have  five  pounds,  current 
money,  to  be  paid  out  of  our  father's  estate. 

We  further  allow  and  agree  that  ye  children  of  our 
uncle,  Jeremiah  Clarke,  and  ye  children  of  our  uncle, 
Latham  Clarke,  and  ye  children  of  our  uncle.  Weston 
Clarke,  and  ye  children  of  our  Aunt  Stanton,  shall  have 
each  of  them  six  shillings,  current  money,  as  a  token  of 
our  father's  love. 

We  further  agree  that  ye  children  of  ye  Governor, 
Samuel  Cranston,  shall  have  paid  them  six  shillings  apiece 
out  of  our  father's  estate. 

We  also  agree  that  our  brotlier-in-law,  John  Gould, 
shall  have  five  pounds,  current  money,  to  be  paid  out  of 
our  father's  estate.     We  further  agree  that  our  sisters-in- 
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law,  Wait   Gould   and   Content   Gould,  shall  have  tea 
pounds  apiece,  to  be  paid  out  of  our  father's  estate. 

We  do  further  agree  that  our  sister-in-law,  Mary  Lawton, 
shall  have  a  silver  spoon  of  fifteen  shillings'  value,  to  be 
paid  out  of  our  father's  estate. 

We  do  further  agree  that  there  shall  be  five  pounds, 
current  money,*  paid  into  ye  public  stock  of  ye  people 
called  Quakers,  for  ye  use  of  ye  poor  of  that  people, 
according  to  our  deceased  father's  mind  and  will. 

We  do  further  declare  and  agree  that  there  shall  be  five 
pounds,  current  money,  paid  into  ye  town  treasury  of  ye 
town  of  Newport,  out  of  our  father's  estate,  for  ye  use  of 
ye  poor  of  ye  said  town. 

We  further  agree  that  ye  widow,  Amy  Wood,  shall 
have  one  fat  sheep,  or  ye  value  thereof,  annually  during 
her  natural  life. 

Whereas,  our  father  had  three  shares  in  ye  town  wharf^ 
which  he  desired  should  be  disposed  of  as  foUoweth :  we 
declare  and  allow  that  our  cousin,  Clarke  Rodman,  shall 
have  one  share  of  said  wharf  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigna 
forever ;  we  do  allow  and  confirm  one  share  of  said  wharf 
to  our  cousin,  Jeremiah  Clarke,  son  of  Weston  Clarke,  to 
him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever ;  the  third  share  of  said 
wharf  we  declare  and  agree  shall  belong  to  ye  mansion 
house  that  our  mother-in-law  now  lives  in,  and  to  ye 
possessors  thereof,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

We  also  declare  and  agree  that  if  our  cousin,  Philip 
Harwood,  should  die  without  issue  lawfully  begotten  of 
his  body,  then  them  two  parcels  of  land  allowed  and  given 
to  him  on  them  conditions  shall  be  equally  divided  into 
four  parts — one-  fourth  part  to  ye  children  of  our  deceased 
sister,  Mary  Chapman,  to  be  equally  divided  between 
them,  and  to  be  enjoyed  by  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns 
forever ;  and  one-fourth  part  to  our  sister,  Hannah 
Rodman,  to  her  and  her  heii*s  and  assigns  forever ;   one- 
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fourth  part  to  our  sister,  Katharine  ShefiSeld,  to  her  and 
her  heirs  and  assigns  forever ;  and  one-fourth  part  to  our 
sister,  Deliverance  Coiiiellf  to  her  and  her  heirs  and  assigns 
forever. 

Whereas,  our  deceased  father  did  settle  and  order  ye 
fence,  as  it  now  stands,  on  ye  dividing  line  between  our 
brother-in-law,  George  Cornell,  and  our  cousin,  Daniel 
Oould,  should  stand  and  remain  forever  ;  therefore,  we  do 
hereby  declare  that  ye  said  line  where  ye  fence  now  stands 
shall  be  ye  dividing  line  as  aforesaid,  and  so  to  remain 
forever. 

And  we  further  agree  that  all  ye  legacies  which  are  to 
be  paid  out  of  ye  personal  estate  of  our  said  deceased 
father  are  to  be  paid  to  the  legatees  to  whom  they  are 
given  within  ye  term  of  two  years  from  ye  date  hereof. 

And  we  do  further  declare  and  agree  that  ye  ten  pounds 
per  annum  to  be  paid  to  our  mother-in-law,  Sarah  Clarke, 
during  her  natural  life,  be  equally  paid  out  of  ye  rents  of 
ye  real  estate  of  ye  children  of  Mary  Chapman,  deceased, 
of  the  estates  of  Hannah  Rodman,  Katharine  Sheffield, 
Deliverance  Cornell,  and  Philip  Harwood — each  one- 
fifth  part. 

And,  in  testimony  that  ye  above  written  agreement  is 
our  free  and  voluntary  act,  and  for  making  ye  same  fii*m 
and  stable  in  ye  law,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and 
affixed  our  seals  this  seventh  day  of  June  in  ye  thirteenth 
year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign.  Anno  Domini  1714. 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 
Nathaniel  Coddington, 
Richard  Ward. 

Thomas  Rodman, 
Hannah  Rodman, 
Nath'l  Sheffield, 
Kathabine  Sheffield, 
George  Cornell, 
Deltveranoe  Cornell, 
Jeremiah  Goxtld. 


s 
s 

r    1 

8 
S 
S 


s 

I    1 

s 


150    SeUlement  of  G-ov.  Walter  Clarke's  Estate,  1714. 

In  council  appeared  ye  subscribers  to  ye  aforegoing 
instrument  and  declared  ye  same  to  be  their  voluntary  act 
and  agreement,  taken  in  council  June  7th,  1714. 

Witness  :  Wm.  Coddington,  Council  Clerk. 

Newport  ss. 

The  above  and  foregoing  12  pages  are  a  true  copy,  taken 
from  ye  town  council  book  of  Newport,  No.  6,  pages  20, 
21,  22,  23,  24,  26,  27,  28,  29,  80,  31,  and  82.  October  ye 
12th,  A.  D.  1770.     Witness, 

Wm.  Coddington,  Council  Clerk.'' 
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MARRIAGES. 

Mason,     Dorcas,    N.    Carolina,   to  James 

Gardner,  [about    1776] 

Marshall,  Peter  to  Nancy  Bennett,  June  21,  1767 

Maryott,  Mary  to Eldred,  Nov.  19,  

Melville,  David  to  Elizabeth  Thui-ston,        Dec.   11  1768 

Miller,  Rachel  to  Josiah  Aikens,  N.  B.,  July  20,  1769 
Maxon,  Caleb,  of  Elder  John  to  Mary  Bliss, 

of  Wm.,  Oct.    20,  1782 

Mumford,Sarah,to  Claudius  Guillaud,  S.C.  May  18,  1783 
Maxon,John,of  Elder  John  to  Sarah  Shrieve, 

of  Daniel,  July    19,  1783 

Munro,  George  to  Rachel  Aikens,  Widow,  Mar.     6,  1785 

Martin,  Joseph  to        )  Tk#        ^c    irro^ 

Mumford.   Hannah     [  ^^^    15,  1787 

Mumford,  Joseph  to  Mary  Carr,  May    11,  1788 

Matteson,  Samut^l,  Coventry,  to  Susannah 

Brown,  July      4,  1790 

McMahan,  Anna  to  David  Read,  Oct.    27,  1793 

Murphy,  Elizabeth  to  Eleazer  Read,  Jr.,  Sept.  1,  1795 
Mumford,  Benj.  B.  to  Hannah  Remington,  April  9,  1797 
Moore,  Henry  to  Mary  Yeomans,  Nov.  — ,  1797 

Mitchell,  Mary,  of  James  and  Rhoda,  Mid- 

dletown  to  Rouse  Taylor,  of  Peter 

and  Hannah,  Aug.     7,  1798 
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Miller,  Mary  Elizabeth,  of  John  and  Ruth 

to  John  Bernard  Gilpin,  2d  wife,      Nov.  20,  1803 

MacLish,  Nancy  Pierce,  of  John  to  Ben- 
ning  Pichering,  of  Samuel,  of  Green- 
land, N.  H.,  Feb.    23,  1806 

Moore,  Sally  to  Bernard  Hill,  Sept.  21,  1806 

Maxon,  Caleb,  of  Elder  John  to  Mary  Bliss, 

of  Henry,  Mar.     1,  1807 

Marble,  Mary  Ann  to  John  Tripp,               Nov.  21,  1808 
Mitchell,  Benjamin  to  Frances  Congdon,     Sept.  9,  1810 
Mason,  Elizabeth  Champliu  to  Oliver  Haz- 
ard Perry^                                           May  5,  1811 

Melville,  David   to   Patience   Sherman,  of 

George,  Mar.     4,  1812 

Mason,  Geo.  C,  of  Dr.  Benjamin  to  Abby 

Maria  Mumford,  of  Benj.  B.,  Esq.,  Oct.    20,  1818 

Marsh,  Abby,  of  Benjamin   to   Joseph   B. 

Weaver,  June     9,  1833 

Mofifet,  Rachel  M.,  Conn,  to  William  Wood- 
side,  Philadelphia,  Apr.    20,  1840 

Marsh,  William  Henry  to  Sarah  Babcock,  June   21,  1840 

Marble,  Sarah  C.  to  Albert^  Sherman,  Sept.     2,  1841 

Mosher,  Gideon  to  Mary  Ann  Connell,       Sept.   22,  1841 
Manchester,  Mary  B.  to  Soloman  Greene, 

Providence,  Jan.    15,  1848 

Martin,  William  B.,  U.  S.  A.  to  )  p,  v      og    1848 

Marshall,  Mi-s.  Isabella  \  '        ^ 

Moulton,  Elizabeth  H.  to  Henry  Chase,      June   26,  1848 
Miller,Eliza  Ann  to  Lowell  Brown,Foxboro, Aug.  13,  1848 
Melville,David  to  Elizabeth  Dennis,of  Peter,Deo.  10.  1848 
Millikens,  Harriet   to  D.   Cook,  of  Cum- 
berland, June  23,  1844 

Murphy,  Nancy  to  Silas  [Josiah]  Albro,    Aug.  20,  1844 
Marble,  Christopher  to  Frances  Lewis,        Nov.  24,  1844 
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Mitchell,  Abigail  to  Henry  G.  Tompkins,  Sept.  9,  1846 
Metcalf,  William  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Oook, 

of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Oct  13,  1845 
Monkhouse,  James  to  Mary  Asher  (Eng- 
lish), Nov.  26,  1845 
Marchington,  Eliza  to  Joseph  Barnes,  Dec.  25,  1845 
Marchington.  Elizabeth  to  John  Wield,  Feb.  19,  1846 
Maynard,   William,    Boston,    to    Patience 

Brownell,  Portsmouth,                       Nov.  24,  1846 

Mai-sh,  Benj.  3d,  to  Mary  E.  Sherman,        Dec.  13,  1846 

Milburne,  Mary  to  Thomas  Armstrong,  Feb.  8,  1847 
Millikens,    Sarah    A.   N.   to  Andrew    V. 

Dodge,  Roxbury,  June  2,  1847 
Mitchell,  Mary  G.   to  Thom;is   S.  Albro, 

Providence,                                          Aug.  19,  1847 

Myers,  John  to  Susan  M.  Burdick,  Oct.  14,  1847 
Mason,  William   to   Elizabeth  Lawton,  of 

Robert,                                                 Oct.  18,  1847 

Melville,  Margaret  to  Geo.  Dunwell,  Jr.,  Jan.  10,  1848 
Mead,  Jas.  M.,  Albany,  to  Elizabeth  Heath, 

of  William,  June  12,  1849 
Moulton,   Mary  C.   to  Samuel   Albro,  of 

Peleg,                                                    Nov.  14,  1849 

Marsh,  Sarah  Ann,  of  Joseph,  to  Horace 

Underwood,  Jan.  7,  1850 
Moore,  Andrew  E.  to  Mary  A.  Walsh,  Nov.  4,  1856 
Moran,  Bridget  to  George  Kilroys,  Nov.  14,  1857 
Mooney,  Bernard  to  Bridget  Newman,  May  20,  1869 
Nichols,  Robert  to  Mary  Case,  Feb.  — ,  1698 
Noyce,  James  to  Ann  Sanford,  re- 
corded Sept.  — ,  1705 
Nichols,  Jonathan,of  Jonathan  and  Hannah, 

to  Eliza'h  Lawton  of  Rob't  &  Mary,  Feb.  — ,  1706-7 
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Nortin,  Miriam  to  William  Cranston,  Feb.    10,  1714 

Niles,  Rev.  Nathaniel  (of  Capt.  Nathaniel), 
to  Ann  Coddington  (of  Major  Na- 
thaniel), Nov.   22,  1716 

Noa ,  Elizabeth  to  Edward  Thui-ston,     July    24,  1738 

Nichols,  Robert  to  Alice  Coggeshall,  Dec.    28,  1788 

Nichols,  Mary  (of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth), 
to  Joseph  Martin  (of  Joseph  and 
Mary),  Oct.    14,  1739 

Newton,  Simon  to  Mary  Richardson,  Jan.  27, 1740-1 

Newton,  Martha  to , ,  1742 

Nichols,  Benjamin  to  Francis  Bennett,  May  — ,  1743 
Nichols  Kendall,  Jr.,  to  Sarah  Paine,  James- 
town, Mar.  13, 1745-6 
Nichols,  Sarah  to  Joseph  Bull,  June  20,  1746 
Napps,  Elizabeth  to  Joseph  Talbey,  May  8,  1747 
Nichols,  Samuel  to  Joanna  Mendall,  May  5,  1748 
Nichols,  Abigail  to  John  Pitman,  Jr.,  May  6,  1750 
Norman,  Moses  to  Priscilla  Bradford,           July    26,  1760 

Nichols,  Richard  to  Susanna  Bushell,  -— ,  -— 

Newcomb,  Elisha  to  Elizabeth  O'Brien,      Jan.     15,  1751 
Noyes,  James  to  Roba  Carr,  Aug.      1,  1751 

Negus,    Nathaniel    to    Elizabetli   , 

Portsmouth.  Sept.     8,  1751 

Nichols,  Robert  to  Mary  Dykes,  — ,  1764 

Norris,  Abi«^ail  to  John  Yeomans,  June     5,  1766 

Nichols,  Benjamin  to  Elizabeth  Lawton,       [about     1752[ 
Norton,  Sarah  to  Thomas  White,  Oct.     23,  1766 

Newton,  Daniel  to ,  — ,  

Newcome,  Eunice  to  James  Hunt,  Feb.      8,  1767 

Nichols,  [Frances]  to  Benjamin  Bosworth,  Feb.  14,  1767 

Newall,  Timothy  to  Margaret ,         Feb.   10,  17 — 

Newton,  Ann  to  Sanford  Gardner,  Dec.      4,  1760 

Nichols,  David  to  Elizabeth  Decotay,  Feb.   16,  1761 
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Kinegret,   Thomas    (Indiau   Sachem)   to 

Mary  Whitfield,  Newport,                  AprU  23,  1761 

Nichols,  George  to  Anna  Hammond,            Sept.  25,  1762 

Newton,  John  to  Abigail  Rogers,                  May  30,  1765 

Nichols,  John  to  Mary  Young,                      June  1,  1765 

Nichols,  Mary  to  John  Goddard,                  Aug.  8,  1765 

Nichols,  Miss  to  Capt.  Aaron  Sheffield,  June  4,  1769 
Northop,   John,   No.   Kingstown,   to  Mi-s. 

Margery  Talford,                                Nov.  24,  1772 

Nichols,  Walter  to  Rachel  Stoddard,  Oct.  6,  1775 
Nicoll,   Margaret,   of    John,  to  John   T. 

Tilley,  April  20,  1800 
Nason,  Mary,  of  David,  to  John  Langley, 

of  Peter,                                                Nov.  2,  1800 

Nason,  Adeline  to  Seth  Cleaveland   Prov.  Oct.  9,  1831 

Norman,  Ruth  Rider  to  Thomas  Sherman,  Mar.  8,  1842 

Newton,  Simon,  Jr.,  to  /  in    -lo^o 

Nichols,  Rachel  }  •'^"-       ^'  l^*^ 

Nield,  John  to  Elizabeth  Marchington,        Feb.    19,  1846 

Nocake,  Charlotte  to  Richard  Conway,       April    6,  1847 

Noiman,  William  J.  to  Sarah  E.Stacy,       Aug.   23,  1848 

Neare,   Miss  Leone,  Cal.,  to  Capt.  William 

H.  Dennis,  Feb.    18,  1857 

Newman,  Bridget  to  Bernard  Mooney,        May    20,  1869 

Odlin  Henry  to  Margaret  Miller,  Mar.  16, 1720-1 

Odlin,  Margaret  to  Francis  Sanford,  Aug.    20, 1724 

Ome,  Elizabeth  to  Joseph  Dunham,  Oct.    21,  1744 

Otis,  Jonathan  to  Catharine  Coggeshall,  Oct.    16,  1745 

Osband,  John  to  Abigail  Grey,  June  19,  1748 

Odlin,  Martha  to  William  Thuraton,  Oct.    25,  1750 

O'Brien,  Elizabeth  to  Elisha  Newcome,  Jan.    15,  1751 

Odlins,  Constant  to  Job  Weeden,  June   24,  1758 

Odlin,  Mary  to  James  Coburn,  Feb.      8,  1754 

Oldfield,  John  to  Anna  Clarke,  Feb.    18,  1754 

Oxx,  Priecilla  to  William  Crabon,  Dec.      7,  1761 
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Oldham,  John  to  Mary  Scott,  Apr.    27,  1762 

Otis  Abigail  to  William  [Cornell],  Jan.    16,  1764 

Oelman,  John  Caspar  to  Ruth  Hart,  Sept  16,  176G 

Oman,  Henry  to  Rebecca  Marshall,  Sept.  19,  1766 

Oxx,  Benjamin,  Bristol,  to  Priscilla  Glad- 
ding, Nov.  11,  176^ 
Osborne,  William  to  Hannah  Read,  Sept.  21,  1783 
Olyphant,  David  to  Ann  Vernon,  of  Sam'l,  Oct.  3,  1785 
Oman,  William  to  Anna  Crabbe,  Jan.  22,  1843 
Openshaw,  Joseph  to  Mary  Booth,  Dec.  18,  1845 
Olyphant,  Robert  M.  to  Sophia  Vernon,  Oct.  13,  1846 
Otheman,  Marie  G.  (of  Rev.  Bartholomew) 

to  Chas.  H.  Glover  (of  Brooklyn,N.  Y.),  Aug.  29, 1849 


BIRTHS. 

Martindale,  

son         of  Isaac  and  Godsgift, 

May    28,1698 

son    of 

Aug.  — ,  1696 

son    of 

,  169T 

son    of 

, 1698-9 

Ann,  dau  of 

Sept.     2,  1700 

Mary,  dau  of 

Mar.  6, 1703^ 

Mumford  St'n  of  Steph( 

m  and  Mary, 

June  20,  1698 

[Edward]  of 

Dec.     4,  1694 

of 

20,  1701 

dau   of 

18,  170S 

dau  of 

Apr.   18,  1707 

son    of 

Sept.  24,  1708 

Eliz*h,dau  of 

Aug.  22,  1711 

[John],8onof  John  and  Peace, 

Aug.  25,  1699 

Ann,  dau  of 

Apr.  28,  [1701] 

[Perry],  son 

of 

Mar.  6,1708-4 

[Stephen], 

. 

son        of 

Apr.  16,  1707 
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Mumford,  [Peace  J, 

dau  of  John  and  Peace,  Feb.  28, 1708-9 

Mary^dauof  Dec.    12,  1715 

Millard,  John    of  John  and  Elizabeth,  Dec.   28,  1708 

May,  William  of  William  and  Rebecca,  Oct.   15,  1709 

Maryott,  Sam'l  of  Samuel  and  Margaret,  Mar. — ,  1719.20 
Malbone,Peter  of  Capt.Godfrey  &  Catharine,Jun.  24, 1720 

Died  at  Barbadoes,  May  27, 1738. 


Godfrey     of 


Died  September  5,  1728. 


Godfrey  of 
Elizabeth  of 
Aliph  of 
Mary  of 

Thomas  of 
John  of 

Katharine  of 
Deborah     of 

Mitchell,  Sarah  of  John  and  Lois, 
Maxwell,    Dor- 
cas of  Samuel  and  Hannah, 

Philip        of 

Squire        of 

Jane  of 

Mark8,Holland  of  Nathaniel  and 

Mumford,   Na- 


Sept.   26,1722 

Sept.  3,  1724 
Dec.  9,  1726 
Dec.  26,  1728 
Feb.  14, 1730-1 
May  17,  1733 
Aug.  21,  1785 
Oct.  — ,  1737 
Nov.  — ,  1744 
Apr.  — ,  1721 

Feb.  7,  1725 
July  23,  1726 
Sept.  3,  1729 
Sept.  23,  1731 
Nov.     9,  1728 


thaniel   of  Richard  and  Sarah,  June  20,  1730 


Manchester, 


of  Thomas  and  Jane, 

of 

of 


John 

Sarah 

2d  Sarah 
Mulholland, 

Henry 

Hooper  of  John  and  Elizabeth, 


Nov.  28,  1736 
May  4,  1740 
June  10,  1741 


Oct.      2,  1742 


Maryot,  Sam'l  of  Samuel  &  Eliz'h,l8twife,Apr.  21,  1742 
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Marvot,Eliz'th  of  Sam'l  &  EUz'h,lst  wife,  Jan.  24, 1744-5 


Mary 

of 

Feb. 

6,  1747-8 

Felix 

of  Samuel  &  Ann,  2d  wife,Sept.- 

-,[1752] 

Henry 

of 

Jan. 

17,  1764 

James 

of 

Aug. 

21,  17&- 

Ann 

of 

Nov. 

,  1759 

Moi'se,  Wm. 

of  Joseph  and  Mary, 

^ 

Sarah 

of 

Mar. 

2, 1746-7 

John 

of 

Oct. 

17  1749 

Newberg,  S. 

of  Benjamin  and  [Leah], 

Oct. 

19,  1700 

Noyce,  Ann 

of  James  and  Ann, 

Mar. 

16,  1704 

Noyce  — ,  dau. 

of 

April 

18,  1706 

Nichols,  Mary 

of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth 

,  Jan. 

8,  1707-8 

Hannah 

of 

Sept. 

21,  1709 

Jonathan 

of 

Oct. 

24,  1712 

Robert 

of 

May 

20,  1715 

Elizabeth 

of 

July 

15,  1717 

Sarah 

of 

June 

17,  1719 

Joseph  \  I    r 
Benj'n  J  I  ^* 

Mar. 

25,  1728 

Thomas 

of  Jonathan  and  Mary, 

May 

,  1721 

,  son 

of 

Mch. 

6.  1723 

Hannah 

of 

Jan. 

3, 1738-9 

Jonathan 

of 

Nov. 

13    1740 

George 

of 

Dec. 

25,  1743 

Thomas 

of 

Dec. 

9,  1746 

Ruth 

of 

Feb. 

26,  1748 

lienjamin 

of  Jonathan  and  Sarah, 

Mar 

13,  1724 

Sarah 

of 

Aug. 

7,  1726 

Jonathan 

of 

Dec. 

22,  1728 

William 

of 

Jan. 

30,  1730 

Geoi'ge 

of 

June 

23,  1784 

Mary 

of 

Sept. 

23,  1743 

Andrew 

of  Andrew  and  Rachel, 

June 

10,  1789 
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Nichols, Robert  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth,  Feb.  28,1745-6 

Jonathan   of  Sept.   22,  1749 

Benjamin  of  Apr.    2o,  1754 

Joseph        of  May     24,  1762 

Northam  Jos.    of  John  &  Mary,  1st  wife,  Nov.    18,  1754 

Mary           of  Sepl.     4,  17r)t) 

Sarah          of  John  &  Sarah,  2d  wife,  July      7,  1764 

Rachel        of  Feb.    17,  176- 

StephenT.of  May    25,  176- 

Ann            of  Mar.    25,  1773 

John           of  Jan.    28,  1775 

Newton,  J.  B.   of  Simon  and  Elizabeth,  Aulj.    14,  1800 

Odlin, ,son  of  John  and  Lydia,  July      8,  1700 

Lydia,dau.of  Jan.  29,1701-2 

— — ,  dau.  of  Sept.    :]0,  1708 
John,  son  of  John  and  Elizai)eth,       Mar.  12, 1718-19 

Osborne,  Edw.  of  Ilonry  and  Margaret,  Mar.  20,  17[22]  ? 

Henry         of                                   23,  17[23  or  4]  ? 

John           of  April     2,  1728 

Otis,  Abigail     of  Jonathan  &  Katharine,  Sei)t.     4,  1746 

Katharine  of  July      4,  1748 

Mary          of  Mar.      1,  1750 

Susanna     of  — ,  

Osborne, Eliz'h  of  William  and  Lydia,  Aug.  10.  1774 

Isaac  S.      of  William  and  Hannah,  Aug,  28,  1784 

Wm.  W.    of  Nov.     3,  1785 

Cath'e  R.   of  April  23,  1787 

Polly  J.      of  April    1,  1739 

Sylvan'sF.of  Dec.      4,  1794 

Sally          of  April  22,  1798 

James  A.   of  May      4,  1801 

Martha  G.  of  April    7,  1804 

Olyphant,  Annof  David  and  Ann,  Aug.  24,  1786 

Ann           of  Oct.    27,  1787 

David  W.  of  Mar.     7,  1789 


COURT  OF  ADMIRALTY,  1738. 


On  Sunday,  Sept.  17,  1738,  the  sloop  Dolphin,  Capt. 
Adam  Dechezean,  master,  from  Cape  Francois  for  Boston, 
ran  ashore  on  Block  Island.  Immediatel)'^  after  reaching 
a  place  of  safety,  John  Merchant,  a  passenger,  gave  in- 
formation concerning  the  piracy  of  the  crew  and  of 
the  murder  of  Capt.  Dechezean,  master  of  said  sloop^ 
by  one  or  more  of  the  crew,  who  were  all  Frenchmen, 
and  who  were  brought  to  Newport  for  trial.  The 
witnesses  were  John  Merchant,  passenger,  and  John 
Couprey,  mariner,  of  the  sloop  Dolphin,  and  John 
Brown,  Robert  Trinn  (son-in-law  of  John  Dickens)^ 
Edward  Sands  and  William  Warner,  of  New  Shoreham. 
The  costs  of  the  trial,  amounting  to  £196,  was  paid  out 
of  the  general  treasury  of  Rhode  Island. 


ik 


Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  | 


Plantations  in  New  England,"  Ss. 

At  a  Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  hearing  and  determin- 
ing of  piracies,  robberies  and  felonies  committed  upon 
the  high  seas,  held  at  Newport,  within  his  Majesty's  Col- 
ony of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  in  New 


Francis  Foxcroft, 
John  Jeffries, 
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England,  on  Thursday  the  fifth  day  of  October,  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George 
the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain, 
Fi-ance  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.. 
Anno  Domini,  1738. 

PRESENT  : 

The    Hon.  Spencer  Phipps,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  &c.,  President. 
The  Hon.  John  Wanton,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  said  Col- 
ony of  Rhode  Island. 

Edward     Hutchinson,   ^ 
Seth  Williams, 

Esquires,  all  of  the  Council    of 
^the  said  Province  of  the  Massa- 
Samuel  Wells,  chusetts  Bay,  &c. 

Nathaniel    H  ubbard, 
Richar^  Bell, 

First  proclamation  was  made  commanding  silence  upon 
pain  of  imprisonment,  while  his  Majesty's  commission  for 
the  trial  of  pirates,  &c.,  was  reading.  Then  the  said  court 
was  solemnly  and  publicly  opened  and  proclaimed,  and 
the  Hon.  Spencer  Phipps,  Esq.,  President,  took  the  oath 
as  directed  by  act  of  Parliament.  The  Hon.  John  Wan- 
ton, Esq.,  took  his  affirmation,  and  the  President  adminis- 
tered the  oath  to  the  other  commissioners.  Then  the 
court  appointed  James  Martin  (sole  Notary  Public  of  the 
colony  aforesaid),  Register;  Charles  Paxton,  Provost  Mar- 
shal; and  Richard  Hubbard,  Cryer  of  said  court.  The 
cryer  immediately  made  proclamation  for  all  persons  that 
could  give  evidence  for  the  King  against  the  prisoners  to 
be  tried,  to  come  into  court  and  give  their  attendance,  and 
several  evidences  being  expected  from  Block  Island,  Wil- 
liam Shirley,  Esq.,  His  Majesty's  Advocate  General,  made 
a  motion  for  an  adjournment  till  their  arrival.  In  order 
for  an  examination  whereupon,  the  court  was  adjourned 
to  Friday,  the  6th  instant,  at  10  of  the  clock,  a.  m. 
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Friday,  6th  October,  1738. — The  court  being  met  ac- 
cording to  adjournment  and  opened  by  proclamation,  the 
Advocate  General  representing  to  the  court  that  the  evi- 
dences for  the  King  were  not  yet  arrived  from  Block 
Ishmd,  a  further  adjournment  was  ordered  to  3  of  the 
clock,  P.  M.  The  court  met  according  to  adjournment  and 
opened  by  proclamation.  It  was  again  represented  by  the 
Advocate  General  I  hat  the  evidences  for  the  King  were 
not  yet  arrived  from  Block  Island,  but  hourl}'  expected. 
The  court  adjourned  to  Saturday,  the  7th  instant,  at  9  of 
the  clock,  A.  M. 

Satukday,  7ih  October,  1738. — The  court  met  accord- 
ing to  adjournment,  and  opened  by  proclamation.  The 
Advocate  General  made  a  motion  for  a  further  adjourn- 
ment, because  the  evidences  were  but  just  arrived  from 
Block  Island  and  not  yet  examined,  whereupon  the  court 
thought  proper  to  adjourn  to  Monday,  the  9th  instant,  at 
9  of  the  clock,  A.  M. 

Monday,  9th  October,  1738. — The  court  being  met  ac- 
cording to  adjournment  and  opened  by  proclamation,  the 
Advocate  General  made  a  motion  for  Peter  Legrand,  Pe- 
ter lesseau  and  Francis  Baudoine,  prisoners,  John  Mer- 
chant and  John  Couprey,  evidences  for  the  King,  to  be 
brought  into  court,  and  a  warrant  was  ordered  to  be  is- 
sued out  to  the  Provost  Marshal  for  that  purpose.  Then 
the  said  Peter  Legrand,  Peter  lesseau  and  Francis  Ban- 
doine  were  brought  to  the  bar,  and  the  articles  of  piracy, 
robbery  and  felony  exhibited  against  them  by  the  Regis- 
ter of  Court  were  read  and  are  as  follows: 

''Articles  of  piracy, robbery  and  felony  exhibited  against 
Peter  Legrand,  now  or  late  of  St.  Malo,  in  the  Kingdom 
of  France,  Peter  lesseau,  now  or  late  of  Charenton,  in 
the  same  kingdom,  and  Francis  Baudoine,  now  or  late  of 
Nantz,  in    the  kingdom  aforesaid,  all  marines,  by  James 
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Martin,  Esq.,  register  of  tlie  aforesaid  courts,  wlio  prose- 
cutes for  our  said  Lord  the  King,  and  on  his  behalf  in- 
forms this  Honorable  Court. 

Imprimis,  That  tlie  said  Peter  Legrand,  Peter  lesseau 
and  Francis  Baud(»ine  on  (»r  about  the  third  day  of  Sep- 
tember in  this  same  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  said 
Lord,  the  King,  on  board  a  certain  sloop  or  vessel  called 
the  Dolphin,  u[)on  the  high  sea,  in  the  latitude  of  twenty- 
eight  degrees  nortli,  or  tliereal)()Ut,  nearest  to  the  Island 
of  Bermuda,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty 
of  Great  Britain,  being  mariners  l)eU)nging  to  tiic  said 
sloop,  did  piratically  and  feloniouNly  make  a  revolt  in  the 
said  vessel  against  one  Adam  Dcciiezean,  then  and  there 
being  commander  thereof;  and  that  the  said  Peter  Le- 
grand,  the  said  Adam  Dechezean  in  the  peace  of  God  and 
our  said  Lord,  the  King,  being  with  force  and  arms,  viz.  . 
with  a  certain  axe  which  he  held  in  both  his  han«ls,  pirati- 
cally, feloniously,  voluntarily,  and  of  his  malice  afore- 
thought, did  assault  and  sundry  times  strike  and 
wound  upon  his  head,  of  which  said  striking  and  wound- 
ing he,  the  said  Adam  Dechezean,  on  board  the  said  sloop, 
upon  the  high  sea,  in  the  latitude  aforesaid,  nearest  to  the 
said  Island  of  Bermuda,  within  the  jurisdiction  aforesaid, 
on  the  aforesaid  third  day  of  September,  did  instantly 
die ;  and  that  the  said  Peter  lesseau  and  Francis  Bau- 
doine  piratically,  feloniously,  voluntarily  and  of  their 
malice  aforethought,  then  and  there  were  present,  aiding, 
assisting,  abetting,  encouraging  and  maintaining  the  said 
Peter  Legrand  in  piratically  and  feloniously  committing 
and  perpetrating  the  aforesaid  piracy,  felony  and  murder 
in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Item.  That  the  said  Peter  Legrand,  Peter  lesseau  and 
Francis  Baudoine  on  or  about  the  aforesaid  third  day  of 
September,   on    the    high   sea,  in  the  latitude  aforesaid, 
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nearest  to  the  Island  of  Bermuda  and  within  the  jurisdi<K 
tion  aforesaid,  piratically  and  feloniousl}*^  did  run  away 
with  the  sloop  aforesaid,  being  the  property  of  some  per- 
son or  persons  unknown,  together  with  sundry  merchao* 
dizes  on  board  the  same  vessel,'tlien  being,  viz:  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  hogsheads  and  five  barrels  of  molas- 
ses, one  French  hogshead  of  rum,  twelve  cases  of  wine, 
twenty-four  pieces  of  hard  wood  and  three  anchors  of 
brandy,  being  also  the  property  of  persons  unknown.  All 
which  aforesaid  piracies,  robberies  and  felonies  are  against 
the  jeace  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lord,  the  King,  his  crowi¥' 

and  dignity,  &c. 

J  AS.  Martin,  Register.  *' 

The  said  Peter  Legrand,  Peter  lesseau  and  Francis 
Baudoine,  prisoners  at  the  bar,  being  subjects  to  the  King 
of  France.  The  court  appointed  Samuel  Wickham,  Esq., 
and  Mr.  David  Minveile  to  be  interpreters  between  the 
court  and  the  said  prisoners,  who  were  both  sworn  ac- 
cordingly, and  ordered  to  translate  the  said  articles  into 
French  for  the  knowledge  of  the  prisoners,  which  wa» 
done,  and  the  same  read  to  them  by  said  David  Minveile 
in  the  French  language,  being  likewise  told  by  the  Advo- 
cate General  that  if  they  had  anything  to  allege  against 
the  articles  exhibited  against  them,  it  was  then  ti^eir 
proper  time,  but  nothing  being  offered,  the  prisoners  were 
severally  asked  by  the  interpteler,  whether  guilty  or  not 
guilty  of  ihe  articles  exhibited  against  them.  The  said 
Peter  Legrand  pleaded  guilty,  and  the  said  Peter  lesseau 
and  Francis  Baudoine  severally  pleaded  not  guilty.  Then 
the  Advocate  General  enforced  the  articles  against  the 
two  prisoners  that  pleaded  not  guilty  and  called  the  evi- 
dences for  the  King  into  court.  The  prisoners  were  asked 
by  the  interpreter  if  they  had  any  just  challenge  or  objeo* 
tions  to  make  against  them,  but  none  being  offered,, 
the  witnesses  were  severally  sworn  and  testified. 
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The  testimony  was  translated  and  read  to  the  prisoners 
in  the  French  language.  Then  the  court  granted  the  two 
prisoners  counsel  in  any  point  of  law  that  should  arise,  if 
desired  by  them,  but  none  appearing,  it  was  ordered  by 
the  court  that  the  Advocate  General  should  proceed 
to  close  upon  the  whole,  and  the  prisoners  were  taken 
from  the  bar  and  the  court  in  private.  And  after  the 
court  had  duly  and  maturely  weighed  and  considered  the 
evidences   against   the   prisoners,   it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,^  That  the  said  Peter  lesseau  and  Francis  Bau- 
doine  were  guilty  of  the  piracy,  robbery  and  felony  in  the 
articles  exhibited  against  them  to  this  court. 

Then  Peter  lesseau  and  Francis  Baudoine  were 
brought  again  to  the  bar,  and  the  President  acquainted 
them  that  the  court  had  unanimously  found  them  the  said 
Peter  lesseau  and  Francis  Baudoine  guilty  of  the  piracy, 
robbery  and  felony  according  to  the  articles  exhibited 
against  them.  Whereupon  the  Advocate  General  inform- 
ed the  court  that  the  register  had  an  information  for  felo- 
ny and  murder  committed  on  the  high  sea  to  exhibit 
against  Peter  lesseau  and  Francis  Baudoine,  and  Peter 
Legrand  (who  was  likewise  brought  to  the  bar  again), 
praying  that  sentence  might  be  suppressed  till  they  had 
answered  that  charge.  And  the  said  information  was  ex- 
hibited against  them  and  read,  and  by  the  court  ordered 
to  be  translated  into  French  for  the  knowledge  of  the 
prisoners,  who  were  remanded  back  to  the  jail  again,  and 
the  court  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  10th  instant,  at  9  of 
the  clock,  A.  H. 

OoTOBBB  10,  1788. — The  court  being  opened  by  proc- 
lamation, the  Advocate  General  made  a  motion  that  Pe- 
ster Legrand,  Peter  lesseau  and  Francis  Baudoine  may  be 
brought  into  court,  and  they  were  accordingly  brought  to 
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the  bar.  Then  the  information  for  felony  and  murder  ex- 
hibited against  them  by  the  Register  of  Court  was  read^ 
and  is  as  follows: 

"Colony    of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Ss. 

At  a  Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  hearing  and  determin- 
ing of  piracies,  robberies  and  felonies  conimitted  upon  the 
high  sea,  begun  to  be  held  at  Newi)()rt  within  the  said  col- 
ony on  the  fifth  day  of  October,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George  the  Second,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King,. 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  il'c,  Anno  Domini,  1738. 

James    Martin,   Escj.,  Register  of  tlie  said   court,    who 
prosecutes    for  our  said   Lord  the  King,  comes  into  thi» 
court,    and  on  behalf  of  our  said  Lord  the  King  informs 
the  same,  that  Peter  Legrand,  now  or  late  of  St.  Malo^  in 
the    kingdom  of  France,    Peter    lesseau,  now  or  late  of 
Charenton  in  the   aforesaid    kingdom,  and  Francis  Bau- 
doine,  now  or  late   of  Nantz,   in  tlie  aforesaid   kingdom, 
all  mariners,  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes^ 
but  being  moved   and  se<luced    by  the  instigation  of  the 
devil  on  or  about  the  third  day  of  September,  in  this  same 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  said  Lord  the  King,  upon 
the  high  sea  in  the  latitude  of  twenty-eight  degrees  north 
or   thereabout*  nearest  to  the    Island    of  Bermuda,   and 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain, 
on  board  a  certain  sloop  or  vessel  called  the  Dolphin,  with 
force  and  arms  upon   one  Edward  Fowl,  otherwise  called 
Edward  the  Englishman,  to  the  said  sloop  then  belonging, 
and  in  the  peace  of  God    and  our  said  Lord  the  King,  be- 
ing  feloniously   and    of  their   malice    aforethought,    did 
make  an   assault,  and  with  an  iron  hammer,    he,  the  said 
Edward  Fowl,  otherwise  called  Edward  the  Englishman, 
feloniously,  voluntarily,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought» 
did   sundry  times  upon  his  body  and  head  with  great  vio- 
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lence,  beat,  strike  and  wound,  of  which  said  l)eatingf 
striking  and  wounding  he,  the  said  Edward  Fowl,  other- 
wise called  Edward  the  Englishman,  on  board  the  said 
sloop,  upon  the  high  sea,  in  the  aforesaid  latitude,  nearest 
to  the  said  Island  of  Bermuda,  within  the  jurisdiction 
aforesaid,  on  the  aforesaid  third  day  of  September,  did  in- 
stantly die.  And  so  the  aforesaid  Peter  Legrand,  Peter 
lesseau  and  Francis  Baudoine,  the  aforesaid  Edward  Fowl, 
otherwise  called  Edward  the  Englishman,  upon  the  high 
sea,  in  the  latitude  aforesaid,  within  the  jurisdiction  afore- 
said, in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  feloniousl}^  volunta- 
rily and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  did  kill  and  mur- 
der against  the  peace  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King,  his  crown  and  dignity. 

James  Martin,  Register." 

Then  the  court  ordered  Samuel  Wickham,  Esq.,  (who 
was  sworn  interpreter)  to  translate  the  said  information 
into  French  for  the  knowledge  of  the  prisoners,  which 
was  done  and  the  same  read  to  them  in  the  French  lan- 
guage by  the  said  Samuel  Wickham,  and  were  by  him, 
each  of  them,  asked  in  their  own  language,  by  order  of 
the  court,  whether  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the  information 
exhibited  against  them,  to  which  they  severally  pleaded 
not  guilty.  Then  the  Advocate  General  enforced  the  in- 
formation against  the  prisoners  and  called  the  evidences 
for  the  King  into  court.  The  prisoners  were  asked  by 
the  interpreter  if  they  had  any  just  challenge  or  objection 
to  make  against  them,  but  none  being  oflFered,  the  wit- 
nesses were  severally  sworn  and  testified. 

After  the  Advocate  General  had  produced  several  evi- 
dences for  the  King  upon  the  trial,  the  prisoners  at  the 
bar  made  the  following  confession,  viz  : 

Peter  Legrand  confessed  that  he  killed  the  said  Ekl- 
ward,  called  the  Englishman,  with  a  blow  on  his  head. 
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Peter  lesseau  and  Francis  Baudoine  confessed  that  they 
two  threw  the  said  Edward  overboard  by  order  of  the 
said  Peter  Legrand. 

The  said  Peter  lesseau  further  confessed,  that  Peter 
Legrand  told  him  in  the  beginning  of  the  watch  his  de- 
sign of  killing  the  said  Edward  the  Englishman,  and  that 
he  was  near  said  Legrand  when  he  gave  the  said  Edward 
the  blow  on  his  head. 

And  the  said  Francis  Baudoine  being  asked  whetlier  he 
acquainted  Capt.  Adam  Dechezean,  who  was  then  living, 
with  the  murder  of  the  said  Edward,  the  Englishman, 
answered  no,  and  the  reason  he  gave  for  it  was  that 
the  said  Dechezean  was  asleep  at  that  time. 

Then   the  prisonei*s   were  taken  from  the  bar,  and  the 

court   in  private,  after  a  due  and  mature  consideration  of 

the  evidences  against  the   prisoners,  and  the  confessions 

made  by  them,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Peter  Legrand,  Peter  lesseau, 
and  Francis  Baudoine,  were  guilty  of  the  felony  and  mur- 
der as  charged  against  them  in  the  information  exhibited 
to  this  court. 

The  prisoners*  were  brought  again  to  the  bar,  and  the 
Advocate  General  moved  for  judgment  against  them. 
Then  the  President  by  the  linguist  asked  the  prisoners  if 
they,  or  either  of  them,  had  anything  further  to  say  why 
sentence  should  not  be  pronounced  against  them  for  the 
several  crimes  they  had  been  convicted  of,  and  they  ofiEer- 
ing  nothing  material  by  said  linguist,  the  President  pro- 
nounced sentence  against  them  in  the  following  words, 
viz : 

'You,  Peter  Legrand,  Peter  lesseau  and  Francis  Bau- 
doine shall  go  hence  to  the  place  from  whence  you  came, 
and  from  thence  you  shall  be  carried  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  then  you  and  each  of  you  shall  be  hanged  up  by 
the  neck,  until  you  and  each  of  you  are  dead;  and  the 
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Lord  have  mercy  on  your  souls'.  [Which  was  made  known 
to  them  ill  their  own  language.] 

Then  a  charge  was  given  to  the  Provost  Marshal  to  take 
special  care  of  the  condemned  prisoners ;  and  the  court 
adjourned  to  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon.  Both  sen- 
tences were  accordingly  executed  on  Friday,  the  third 
day  of  November  following,  at  Bull's  Point,  in  Newport 
aforesaid,  within  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  sea." 


HISTORY    OF    THE    RHODPi     ISLAND    BRIDGE 

COMPANY. 


CONTKIBIJTKD  BY  WM.  ARGYLE  WATSON,  M.  D. 


The  first  bridge  on  Howland's  Ferry,  between  Ports- 
mouth in  Rhode  Island  and  Tiverton  on  the  main  land,  in 
the  county  of  Newport,  was  projected  in  the  year  1794, 
and  a  Hubsoription  raised  of  two  hundred  shares  at  $100 
each,  which  was  considered  ade(|uate  to  the  undertaking. 
It  was  commenced  May  llth  the  ensuing  year,  and  com- 
pleted for  tlie  H(ici>mniodation  of  passengers  October  15, 
179r).  It  was  built  on  forty- two  pieces  driven  into  the 
bottom  and  covered  with  four  inch  pine  plank.  It  was 
800  feet  h^ng,  exclusive  of  the  abutments,  i^6  feet  wide, 
with  a  sliding  draw,  handsome  railin<;,  and  a  convenient 
house  for  the  keeper  of  the  bridge.  The  greatest  depth 
of  water  in  the  passage  was  eight  and  a  half  fathoms  at 
low  water.  The  surface  of  the  piers  were  previously 
burnt  to  prevent  the  worms  from  eating  them.  It  was 
built  by  a  Mr.  Whiting  of  Connecticut,  under  a  contract 
made  by  him  with  the  directors  of  the  company,  and  to 
their  satisfaction.  In  January,  1796,  by  an  extraordinary 
rise  of  water  and  gale  of  wind,  the  bridge  was  buoyed 
and  carried  away,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  and  in  the 
month  of  April  of  the  same  year  a  subscription  was  opened 
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and  filled  for  200  shares  at  f  80  each,  and  f80  was  assessed 
on  the  two  hundred  old  shares,  with  an  option  to  the  orig- 
inal subscribers  to  either  forfeit  their  interest  in  the  wreck 
of  the  bridge,  land,  &c.,  or  to  pay  the  $30  with  thene  funds, 
amounting  to  f 22,000  loss,  by  amount  of  the  old  shares 
forfeited.     The   directors  made  a  contract  with  Col.  John 
Cooke,   of  Tive'rton,   as   follows:  To   replace  twenty-five 
piers    which    were  carried  away  in  the  gale,  to  cover  and 
finish  the  top  of  the  bridge  completely,  and  to  throw  in  a 
body  of  stone  about  the  feet  of  the  piers,  so  as  to  reduce 
the  depth  of  the    water  to  twelve  feet  for  four  hundred 
feet  in  length  and  forty-two  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep, 
in  the  remainder,  four  hundred  in  length  the  same  width, 
for    which    he   was   to  receive  $20,000.     The  bridge  was 
completed   Nov.   20,   1796.     The  burning   the  new  piers 
was  omitted,  from  which  cause  or  some  other,  the  timbers 
were   so  eaten  by  the  worms  the  ensuing  summer,  that  it 
was  again  canied    away  and  destroyed  by  a  storm  in  the 
fall  of  1797.     The  timber  and  most  of  the  materials  were 
lost,  and  the  spirits   of  the  company  so  depressed  that  no 
efforts    were   made  to  save  anything  from  the  wreck,  and 
the   design   seemed  to  be  abandoned.     But   in  the  year 
1807  it  was   resumed  and  a  new  subscription  was  opened 
for   building   a   stone   bridge,  in  eight  hundred  shares  at 
$100   each,  which  being  filled,  it  was  commenced  under 
the  superintend ency  of  Major  Daniel  Lyman,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1808,  and  completed  and  opened  for  pahsengers  in 
July,    1810,  with  an  improved  draw,  handsome  lailirg  on 
iron  standards,  new  toll-house,  Ac.     The  quantity  of  stone 
composing  this  bridge  was  88,120  cords,  and  the  whole  ex- 
pense  of  building  and  completing  was  $83,502 ,  the  amount 
over  $80,000  was  paid  from  the  tolls.     In  the  September 
gale  of  1815  a  breach   was  made  in  the  abutment  on  the 
Rhode  Island  side,  of  two  hundred  feet,  and  of  consider- 
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able  depth*  occasioned  by  the  water  forcing  away  the 
same  above  the  west  abutment.  To  repair  this  and  other 
damage  the  company  were  assessed  and  paid  by  instal- 
ments on  each  share  $19,200.  The  repairs  were  made  on 
the  bridge  in  the  summers  of  1816  and  1817,  and  the 
bridge  was  again  opened  for  passengers  in  the  fall  of  1817. 
It  is  now  eighteen  hundred  feet  long,  with  a  sidewalk  of 
split  stone  and  a  rising  draw  and  new  toll-house,  and 
seems  for  strength  and  solidity  to  defy  any  attack  of  the 
elements. 

Whole  amount  expended : 
First  subscription  of  f  100  on  200  shares,     .      .      $20,000 

Second        "  «       80  "  200  shares,  J  po  ntia 

''       30  **  200  shares,  \  ^^'""^ 

Third  "  **     100  «'  800  shares,     .     .     .     80,000 

Fourth        ^*     for  repairs,  $24  on  800  shares,     .     .  19,200 


$141,200 

Loss  by  amount  of  the  assessment 

on  shares  profited: 
Say  cost  of  Stone  Bridge  in  1810 

from  account,      .        .        .      $83,502  68 
Repairs  in  1816  and  1817.       .  21,089  71 


$104,592  39 


of  which  was  paid  by  assessment 

on  eight  hundred  shares,   .    .    99,200  00 
By  tolls 6,392  39 


$104,592  89 
The  bridge  is  now  under  control  of  the  State,  (1882.) 


GENEALOGICAL  NOTES  FROM  EARLY  WILLS. 


Contributed  by  H.  H.  Swinburne. 

Thomas  Peckham. — Will  of  Thomas  Peckham, 
weaver,  of  Newport,  mentions  son  Thomas  Peckham ; 
daughter  Sarah  Underwood  ;  son  Daniel  Peckham  ;  son 
James  Peckham  ;  son  Philip  Peckham ;  wife  Hannah.* 
Signed  Nov.  16,  1708 ;  proved  Feb.  7, 1709. 

George  Lawton. — Will  of  George  Lawton,  of  Ports- 
mouth, mentions  son  Job;  daughter  Elizabeth  Curtis; 
son  George  ;  son  Robert ;  wife  Naomi.  Signed  Sept.  8, 
1697  ;  proved  Sept.  24,  1697. 

John  Walker. — Will  of  John  Walker,  of  Ports- 
mouth, made  March  18,  1647,  mentions,  wife  Katharine  ; 
daughter  Mary  Walker;  daughter  Sands ;  James  Sands, 
husband  of  daughter  Sands.  Recorded,  together  with 
the  will  of  Katharine,  his  wife,  Dec.  18, 1671. 

Thomas  Mallett. — Will  of  Thomas  Mallett,  of  New- 
port, Innkeeper,  made  Dec.  8,  1704;  proved  Feb.  6,  1705, 
mentions,  wife  Mary ;  son-in-law  Jeremiah  Wilcox ; 
daughter-in-law  Mary  Wilcox.  Gives  to  Trinity  Church 
forty  shillings,  and  to  the  minitfter  twenty  shillings  to 
preach  his  funeral  sermon. 

*Hannali,  widow  of  Thomas  Peckham,  married  2d,  Joseph  Clarke, 
of  Westerly,  R.  I. 
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JoH^f  HoLBfess,  Sr. — The  will  of  John  Holmes,  of  New- 
port, mentions,  son  John ;  son  William ;  wife  Mary  ; 
daughter  Catharine  Gardiner;  daughter  Francis  Carr» 
daughter  Ann  Pcckham ;  daughter  Deborah  Holmes  ' 
daughter  Pht^be  Holmes.  The  will  of  John  Holmes 
being  left  unfinished,  and  the  said  John  dying  suddenly, 
his  children  sign  an  agreement  to  carry  into  elBfect  their 
father^s  will  as  far  as  possible.  The  agreement  was 
signed  Oct.  4,  1712. 

[NoTK.  — John  Holmes,  son  of  Obadiah  and  Catharine 
Holmes,  died  at  Newport,  R.  I„  Got.  2,  1712 ;  aged,  63 
years.  He  was  twice  married :  first  to  Frances,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Randall  and  Frances  (Dungaii)  HoldcD, 
to  wlioni  he  was  married  Dec.  1,  1671.  She  was  born 
1649,  died  1679.  His  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Oct.  12,  1680,  was  Mnry,  widow  of  Wm.  Greene,  of 
Warwick,  daughter  of  John  and  Miry  (William^t)  Sayles, 
and  granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams.  Of  the  children 
of  John  Holmes,  John  probably  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Tayer.  Kith.irina  m  irriel,  fii-st,  Jixeph 
Gardiner,  Nov.  30,  169:3;  sec>)n  I,  RiV.  Dmiel  Wiiitmm. 
She  died  Oct.  2S,  17o8;  aged  8o  years.  Frances  married 
Nicholas  Carr,  Jr.,  of  J«uucstown,  May  16,  1706.  Ann 
married  first,  Peleg  Peckliam,  second,  Rilph  Chapman. 
Deborah,  married  John  Manchester.  Phebe  in  irried  Jon- 
athan Thurst(»n;  she  died  March  31,  1734,  aged  39.  R.  H» 
T.] 

John  Holmks,  Jr. — The  will  of  John  Holmes*,  New- 
port, cordwainer,  mentions  wife  Mary  ;  sister  Kitherine 
Gardiner,  and  her  sons  John,  Joseph,  George,  William 
and  James;  her  daughters  Katherine  Thurston  and  Lydia 
Tayer,  all  of  which  children  he  calls  cousins  ;  three  sons 
of  cousin  Francis  Stanhope,  deceased;  cousin  John  G.ird  - 

*Johu  II(>lmo8<littil  Nov.  22,  17 IS,  aged  77  years. 
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ner's  daughter  Frances;  cousin  Joseph  Holmes;  cousin 
John  Holmes,  (son  of  cousin  Obadiah  Holmes),  and  Jos- 
eph Holmes,  brother  of  the  last  named  John  Holmes. 
Made  1732.  A  codicil  to  the  above  will  signed  May  12, 
1743  mentions  cousins  Mary,  John,  Jonathan,  William 
and  Deborah,  children  of  Jonathan  Thurston.  Will  and 
codicil  proved  1748. 

-*  Peleg  Tripp. — Will  of  Peleg  Tripp,  of  Pt)rtsmouth, 
yeoman,  made  Nov.  6,  1713,  proved  8th  of  the  12  mo., 
1713-14,  mentions  wife  Anne,  daughter  Priscilla  Tripp, 
daughter  Sarah  Rogers,  son  Job,  daughter  Mary  Smith, 
daughter  Anne  Rogers,  daughter-in-law  Sarali  Tripp, 
and  daughter  Mehitable  Thurston. 

[Note. — Anne,  dan  of  Peleg  Trii)p,  marritMl  Thomas 
Rogers,  who  was  of  Westerly,  1724. — n.  h.  s.] 

Benjamin  Taykr. — The  will  of  Benjamin  Tayer, 
proved  August  6,  1716  mentions  daughter  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Holmes,  grandson  Benjamin  Tay^r,  granddaughter 
Elizabeth  Tayer;  grands<>n,  John  Tayer;  granddaughter 
Charity  Tayer;  grandson  William  Tayer ;  to  beloved 
wife  Susanah  he  gives  **the  household  goods  she  had  before 
I  married  her,  and  also  one- half  part  of  the  clt)th  which 
we  have  made  since  we  were  married.'' 

WiLi.iAM  Almv. — The  will  of  William  Almy,  signed 
Feb.,  167G,  proved  April  23,  1077,  at  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
mentions  son  John,  son  Christopher,  son  Job,  daughter 
Ann,  daughter  Catharine,  and  grandchild  Bartholomew 
West. 

Christopher  Almy. — Will  of  Christopher  Almy, 
signed  Sept.  4,  1708,codiuil  signed  Sept.  7,  1711.proved  2d 
of  12  mo.,  1712-18,  mentions  eldest  son  William,  second 
son  Christopher,  third  and  youngest  son  Job,  wife  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Leonard,  children 
of  deceased   Sarah,  (formerly  wife    of  Richard   Cadmou, 
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and  later  wife  of  Jonathan  Merrihoo)  her  first  bom  son 
William  Cadinan,  and  her  sous  by  Jonathan  Merrihoo* 
yiz :  John  and  Thomas;  grandson  Richard  Durfee;  grand- 
son Thomas  Durfee,  children  of  deceased  daughter  Re- 
becca Townsend. 

Job  Almy. — Will  of  Job  Almy,  of  Portsmouth,  signed 
Jan.  19,  1683-4,  proved  March  16,  1683-4,  mentions  wife 
Mary,  eldest  son  John,  son  Job,  son  Anthony,  daughter 
Susannah  Audry,  daughter  Deborah  Almy,  daughter 
Katharine  Almy,  youngest  daughter  Mary  Almy. 

Anthony  Almy. — Will  of  Anthony  Almy,  of  Ports- 
mouth, made  in  Newport,  May  18,  1710,  proved  May  7, 
1711,  mentions  mother  Mary  Townsend,  brother  Job,  sis- 
ter Susanna  Almy,  four  cousins,  John  Hix,  Robert  Hix, 
Mary  Hix  and  Elizabeth  Hix,  Cousin  Samuel  Snell,  son 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  Snell;  cousin  Christopher  Townsend, 
cousin  Solomon  Townsend  and  cousin  Deborali  Hix,  Ann 
Townsend  and  Hannah  Townsend. 

Robert  Carr. — Will  of  Robert  Carr,  of  Newport, 
merchant,  made  July  8,  1703,  proved  Feb.  5,  1704,  men- 
tions wife  Elizabeth,  son  Robert,  daughter  Abigail. 

Robert  Carr,  Jr. — Will  of  Robert  Carr,  of  New- 
port, made  Sept.  20,  1710,  proved  Oct.  2,  1710,  makes  his 
mother,  Elizabeth  Carr,  sole  heir. 

Elizabetfi  Carr. — Will  of  Elizabeth  Carr,  widow, 
made  March  22,  1721-2,  proved  July  4,  1724,  mentions 
grandson  James  Hoiieyman,  granddaughter  Elizabeth 
Dunbar  and  her  husband  George  Dunbar,  great-grandson 
Robert  Dunbar;  her  kindred,  Maj.  James  Brown,  Eseck 
Brown,  the  wife  of  Edward  Thui-ston,  Job  Carr,  cooper; 
the  four  children  of  John  Hix,  ship  carpenter,  deceased, 
and  the  late  Mary  Hix,  now  wife  of  Ralph  Earle. 


THE  FEALTY  OF  SUNDRY  NEWPORTERS,  1782. 


Editor  Newport  Historical  Magazine: 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  original  paper  relating  to 
the  fealty  of  sundry  parties  in  Newport  about  the  time  of 
the  declaration  of  peace  with  England.  The  document 
is  endoi-sed,  "Minutes  and  Extracts  from  Papers  taken  in 
the  Flagg,  Newport  Superior  Court  Papers,  Sept.,  1782." 
The  bad  condition  of  the  records  in  the  most  important 
part  leaves  me  in  ignorance  of  the  name  of  the  flag,  and 
the  cause  of  its  capture.  It  is  customary  with  nations 
engaged  in  naval  warefare  to  grant  lettei-s  of  cartel  to 
vessels  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  prisoners;  such 
vessels  are  considered  exempt  from  capture.  The  flag  in 
question  was  undoubtedly  suspected  of  being  engaged  in 
unlawful  traffic. 

The  high  standing  of  the  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  correspondence,  testifies  to  the  importance  of 
the  seizure.  I  regret  not  to  have  found  the  result  of  the 
report,  but  it  may  yet  be  discovered.. 

Newport,  Dec.  8, 1882.  J.  E.  M. 

"No.    1.     Letter  from  Wm.  Goldthwait  enclosing  an  in- 
voice to  Capt.   Charles   Handy,  of    Goods. 
JE  10.9.2. 
2,     St.  Deblois  to  John   Bours   with   a  bundle  of 
Goods,  and  Cr.  him  for  a  Bill  of  exchange. 
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3.  From  John  Dockrav  to  his  son,  with   hints  on 

it  unintelligible  to  a  common  reader  thereof. 

4.  A  little  tittle  tattle  letter  from    Mrs.   Macken- 

tire,  of  no  consequence. 

5.  From  John  Andrews  to  John  Hull  to   keep  up 

his  spirits  upon  the  news  of  independence, 

6.  A  Let.  from  Miirv  Jackwais  to   Sarah  Tanner, 

informing  her  that  she  had  among  other 
things,  sent  2  bbls.  of  Flour,  for  which  she 
paid  Capt.  Woodward  the  freight. 

7.  From  J.  Horn  to  Miss  Tillee,  a  love  letter  of 

no  consequence,  a  few  articles  sent. 

8.  From  Adam  Ferguson  to    his  wife,  of  no    con- 

sequence. 

9.  From  Thomas  Cutter  to  his  wife  Dolly,  a  few 

Articles  sent. 

10.  From  St.    Deblois    to   D.    Vaughan,   acknowl- 

edging the  receit  of  a  Box  of  Butter,  ap- 
peared to  be  nothing  more  than  a  present. 

11.  Nothing  at  all. 

12.  Same. 
18.     Nothinn:. 

14.  From  John   Finley   to   Mary   Young  with   an 

Ac't  of  the  sales  of  some  hams  and  cheese, 
and  an  invoice  of  Goods,  the  am't  <£6.1.2. 

15.  A  Letter  from  E.  C.  to  Mrs.   Grace   Cranston 

with  a  few  trifBes. 

16.  A  Letter  from  John  Dockray  to  his  sou,  of  no 

consequence. 

17.  A  Letter  from  Jos.   Durfee  to    William  Bur- 

roughs acknowledging  the  receit  of  an  old 
cheese  and  a  bag  of  Lobsters,  and  sending 
some  hats  and  other  articles. 

18.  A  Letter  informing  that   great   hoops   are  in 

fashion,  and  that  cushions  are  abolished. 
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19.  A  Letter  U)  be  inquired  into. 

20.  A  Letter  from  Wm.  Freebodv  to  Perry  Wea- 

ver sending  4^  dollars  to  pay  Mr.  Groddard 
the  money  tie  lent  him. 

21.  A  Letter  from  Mrs.  Johnston  to    Mrs.  Amy  in- 

forming she  had  received  the  things  sent,  and 
in  return  had  sent  her  crockery  and  1  lb.  of 
tea. 

22.  Of  no  consequence. 

23.  Jane    \Vel)b    to    Thomas   Townsend   sending 

some  arlieles. 
2L     A  Letter  from  Step.  Hazard,  Jr.  to   his   Father 
informin<f  him  that  the  butter  and    cheese  he 
had  sent  was  received,  and  that  he    had  sent 
him  a  saddle  and  other  articles. 

25.  A  Letter  of  no    consequence, 

26.  A  Ghxuny  letter  signed  by  no  person,  and   ad- 

vising to  get  the  act  of  insolvency  if  the  war 
was  likely  to  be  over,  and  address  to  Betsy 
Williams,  and  sending  some  articles  to  Mr. 
1  ay  re. 
27  A  Letter  to  i»e  read,  the  writer  seized  with  the 
horrors. 

28.  Of  no  consequence. 

29.  No  consequence. 

30.  A  Letter  from  H.  Tears,  res[)ecting  one  Barker 

to  be  found  at  II.  Robinson. 
31  &  32.     Letters  of  no  consequence. 

1.  Invoice  of  6  boxes  of  candles   from    Jas.  Car- 

penter. 

2.  Invoice  of  6  boxes  sold    by  Jas.    Carpenter   to 

Capt.  Norris. 

3.  A  small  accH. 

4.  Invoice  of  Goods  shipped  from  New  York. 
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6.     An  Invoice  to  James  Carpenter   &   John  Sk>» 
cum,  of  Medicine. 

6.  1  lb.  of  Green  tea. 

7.  A  memorandum  for  goods  signed  by  W. 

8.  An  account  of  Memo,  of  the  sale  of  29]^  doz. 

from  G.  Gibbs. 

9.  An  Invoice  of  Goods  bought  by  John  Norris. 
10.     A  Mem.  of  goods  sent  by  Wm.    Freebody  ta 

his  sister  as  presents. 
11     A  Mem.  of  articles  sent  for  by  divers  persons. 

12.  An  order  for  a  trunk  and  20  dollars  to  be  derd 

to     Capt.   Freebody's    family,   signed     Mrs» 
Sheane. 

13.  A  Mem.  for  goods — no  name. 

14.  A  small  invoice  of  goods  bo't  of  Jno.   Turner 

but  don't  say  who. 

15.  An  Invoice  of  calico  bought  by    Mrs.    Wood- 

ward. 

16.  A  Mem.  of  goods — no  name. 

17.  An  Invoice  of  goods  bought  by  Ferguson. 

18.  An  Invoice  of  10  boxes  of  sperm   oil,  candles 

marked  R. 

18.  An  Invoice  of  goods  packed    by    John    Bour8» 

of    Geo.  Deblois  &  Co. 

19.  Mem.  of  articles  sent — no  name. 

20.  A  good  beaver  hat  for  J.  W.  T. 

21.  An  order  from  Wm.  Wanton  to   Mr.  Norris   ta 

deliver  some  articles  sent  them. 

22.  An  account  of  silks   and   linen   on   the  joiot 

ac.  and  risque  of  St.  Deblois  and  Norris. 
28.     A  Mem.  for  articles  to  get  at  Newport  for  N.  S. 

24.     A  Mem.  for  ditto  without  name. 

26.     An  Invoice  of  goods — no  name. 

26.     A  Mem.  of  things  sent  by  Mrs.  Mary  Almy. 
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17.     An  Invoice  of  12  boxes   of  sperm  oil,  candles 
marked  C. 

28.  An  account  of  Articles  sent  by  John  James  to 

his  sister,  which  were  sold  to   Woodward  as 
a  present. 

29.  A  lot  of  articles  sent  and  del'd  to  Finley. 

30.  An  Inv.  of  3 J  yards  muslin. 

31.  An   Inv.  of  10   boxes    of  spermaceti  candles 

marked  R. 
We  having  examined  into  the  Letters  and  Invoices 
rec'd  from  Stonington  which  were  taken  in  the  Flag, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Woodward,  and  find  that  most  of 
them  contain  an  account  of  articles  sent  from  New  York 
to  divers  persons  in  Newport,  some  which  we  have  men- 
tioned above.  Some  are  of  no  consequence,  and  one  or 
two  touch  a  little  upon  politics,  and  show  that  the  Ren- 
egade inhabitants  in  New  York  are  full  of  trouble,  dis- 
tress and  wretchedness  upon  the  late  news  of  peace. 
The  Invoices  which  are  also  above  noted  contain  an  ac- 
count of  a  very  considerable  trade  being  carried  on  to 
New  York  in  Cartel  vessels  by  many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State. 

Which  we  beg  leave  to  Report  and   are  your  Honors 
Tery  humble  Servants. 

R.  J.  Helme, 

A.  Crabey, 

W.  Channikg, 

Thos.  Tillinghast." 


JOHN  COGGESHALL, 

FIRST   PRESIDENT   OP   THE   RHODE   ISLAND    COLONY. 

On  Sunday,  Sept.  16,  1632,  there  arrived  at  Boston^ 
from  England,  after  a  passage  of  twelve  weeks,  the  good 
ship  '*Lyon",  Capt.  Pierce.  Among  her  passengers  was 
John  Coggeshall,  then  about  forty  yeara  of  age,  a  silk  mer- 
chant of  Essex  County,  who,  "being  about  to  depart  for 
New  England",  signed  the  oath  of  allegiance  with  thirty- 
two  others  on  June  22,  and  sailed  about  June  23.  With 
him  came  his  wife  Mary,  and  their  three  children  John, 
Joshua  and  Ann. 

He  first  settled  in  Roxbury,  iMass.,  and  in  the  records 
of  the  first  church  of  that  place,  then  under  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  apostle  John  Elliot.  His  name  apears 
number  thirty,  and  that  of  his  wife  number  thirty-one  on 
the  list  of  church  members.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman 
Nov.  6,  1632. 

As  Boston  oflFered  a  much  larger  scope  for  a  man  of  his 
wealth,  enterprise  and  experience,  he  removed  thither  in 
the  spring  of  1634,  and  on  April  20th  was  received  a 
member  of  the  first  church,  of  which  he  very  soon  after 
became  a  deacon. 

His  abilities  were  not  long  in  being  recognized,  for  Sept. 
1, 1634,  he  appears  one  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  at 
the  meeting  of    the  General    Court   May   14,   1684  his 
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Dame  leads  the  list  of  deputies  from  Boston  ;  the  whole 
number  being  twenty-four,  representing  eight  different 
towns. 

A  man  of  marked  character  and  decided  religious 
views,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  should  become  involved 
in  the  religious  controversy  of  the  day. 

In  Sept.,  1634,  as  is  well  known,  there  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton, with  Mr.  Wm.  Hutchinson,  his  wife  Anne,  a  woman 
of  superior  intellect  and  great  purity  of  character,  but 
possessing  a  strong  and  dertermined  religious  indepen- 
dence, far  in  advance  of  the  times.  This  independenCf 
together  with  the  pecularity  of  her  belief,  and  the  influ- 
ence which  it  apparantly  exerted  upon  all  classes,  very 
naturally  produced,  in  the  infancy  of  the  colony  a  feeling 
of  great  religious  resentment,  especially  among  the  clergy. 

After  a  trial  by  which  she  was  found  guilty  and  sen- 
tenced to  banishment  from  the  colony.  Ann  Hutchinson 
went  to  Providence,  and  thence  to  Aquidneck,  where 
her  husband  died  in  1642.  From  thence  she  removed  to 
a  spot  near  New  York,  and  soon  after  she  and  all  her 
household,  with  the  exception  of  one  child  were  murdered 
by  the  Indians. 

One  of  the  followers  of  Ann  Hutchinson,  and  sup- 
porters of  her  opinions  was  John  Coggeshall,  the  subject 
of  the  present  sketch.  For  the  unhesitating  and  posi- 
tive avowal  of  his  sympathy,  and  for  the  freedom  of  his 
speech,  he,  like  other  prominent  men  who  became  con- 
verts to  the  new  faith,  was  deprived  of  his  seat  in  the 
General  Court,  disfranchised  and  expelled  from  the  col- 
ony. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  England  were  men 
of  education,  wealth  and  high  social  standing;  but  on 
account  of  their  religious  belief,  preferred  to  leave  their 
native  land  rather  than  relinquish   the   faith  which   they 


184  John  CoggeshalL 

recognized  as  honest  and  true ;  and  in  coming  to  the 
new  world  hoped  for  the  privilege  to  worship  God  accord- 
ing to  their  own  conscience  and  belief;  but  in  this  sup- 
position they  were  sadly  disapointed,  as  we  have  seen. 
The  pui'ilans  were  disposed  to  mete  out  to  all  dissenters, 
the  same  measure  of  persecution  which  led  to  their  emi^ 
gration. 

With  Coddington,  then  the  richest  man  in  the  colony, 
and  seventeen  others,  the  island  of  Aquidneck  was  pur- 
chased of  the  Narnigansett  Sacham,  and  they,  with  their 
families  removed  here  in  the  spring  of  1638 ;  the  Gene- 
ral Court  of  Mass.  at  different  times,  issuing  orders  of 
banishment  to  prevent  them  from  returning. 

Of  the  nineteen  signers  of  the  compact,  four  after- 
wards returned  to  Mass.,  and  were  well  received  and  ap- 
pointed to  till  various  offices. 

They  settled  on  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  then 
called  Pocassett.  At  their  first  meeting,  at  which  John 
Coggeshall's  name  appears,  they  voted  that  the  town 
should  be  "builded  at  the  Spring."  Somewhat  later,  a 
new  town  was  laid  out  more  to  the  south-east  and  called 
Newtown,  to  designate  it  from  the  old.  That  portion 
of  Portsmouth  is  still  known  by  that  name  to-day,  and 
many  of  the  streets  still  remain  as  they  were  first  laid 
out.  The  town  was  apportioned  into  family  lots  of  six 
acres  each,  John  Coggeshall  being  appointed  to  assist  in 
alloting  the  land  to  the  various  settlera.  He  was  also 
elected  one  of  the  first  Treasurers,  and  in  June,  1688, 
was  one  of  the  elders  to  assist  the  Judge  in  the  execu- 
tion of  justice. 

The  little  colony  increased  so  rapidly,  that  new  terri- 
tory was  required;  accordingly,  April  28,  1639,  *4t  was 
agreed  to  propigate  a  plantation  in  the  midst  of  the  Isl* 
and  or  elsewhere",  the  expense  to  be  bourne  proportion- 
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ately  by  the  estate  in  common.  Among  the  signers  all 
the  members  of  the  Pocassett  government  appear. 

This  new  settlement  was  the  corner  stone  of  the 
present  city  of  Newport.  It  was  decided  to  establish 
the  site  of  the  new  town  on  both  sides^of  the  spring,  and 
toward  the  sea  southward  ;  the  boundary  line  separating 
it  from  Pocassett,  was  to  be  about  five  miles  from  the 
town,  dividing  the  island  nearly  in  the  center.  The 
land  allotted  to  Coggeshall,  embraced  all  the  proper- 
ty at  the  lower  end  of  what  is  now  **the  Avenue",  and 
consisted  of  a  farm  of  about  400  acres.  This  estate  con- 
tinued in  the  possession  of  some  of  his  descendants  till 
the  early  part  of  the  present  century ;  and  to-day  repre- 
sents some  of  the  most  valuable  property  in  the  city. 
At  the  first  General  Court  held  in  Newport,  March,  1640, 
John  Coggeshall  was  elected  one  of  the  assistants. 

In  1644  the  colony  embraced  the  towns  of  Newport, 
Portsmouth,  Providence  and  Warwick,  and  a  charter  was 
obtained  from  England  by  Roger  Williams,  who  was  sent 
out  to  procure  it.  In  May  1647,  three  years  later,  a  Gen- 
eral Assembly  was  held  at  Portsmouth,  to  adopt  the  char- 
ter and  to  organize  a  government  under  it.  This  meeting 
was  not  simply  a  convention  of  delegates  but  a  gathering 
of  the  whole  people,  a  majority  being  present,  their  acts 
were  binding  upon  the  whole,  as  is  expressed  in  the  open- 
ing of  the  assembly.  When  having  first  chosen  Mr.  John 
Coggeshall  Moderator  "It  was  voted  and  found,  that  the 
major  part  of  the  colony  were  present  at  this  assembly, 
whereby  was  full  power  to  transact." 

After  unanimously  adopting  a  code  of  laws,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  by  ballot  the  general  officers,  to  continue 

for  one  year  or  till   new  be   chosen,  John  Coggeshall  was 

elected  President  of  the  colony  with  one  assistant  from  each 

town.    He  was  not  destined,  however,  long  to  enjoy  the 
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fruits  of  his  labor,  for  he  died  in  office  the  27th  of  the  fol- 
lowing November  in  his  otJth  year. 

But  the  object  of  his  life  had  been  accomplished.  He 
lived  to  see  the  little  community  so  near  his  heart,peaceful 
and  prosperous,  strong  in  the  principles  of  free  religious 
thought,  whirh  had  been  to  him,  the  cause  of  so  many 
deprivations,  hardships  and  toil,  of  irreproachable  charac- 
ter, firm  in  what  he  believed  to  be  right  regardless  of  per- 
sonal sacrifices,  he  died  as  he  had  lived,  respected  and 
honored,  and  his  loss  must  have  been  deeply  felt  by  the 
infant  colony,  to  which  he  had  so  long  been  a  leader, 
councellor  and  guide. 

His  remains  were  interred  in  the  Coggeshall  burial 
place,  and  the  inscription  on  his  tombstone  is  as  follows: 

Here  lieth  the  Body  of 

John  Coggeshall,  Sen.  Esq., 

Who  died  the  First  President  of  the  Colony 

the  27th  of  November,  1647 

aged  about  56  years 

This  cemetery  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Coggeshall 
and  Victoria  avenues  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a 
portion  of  his  estate.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  high  granite 
wall  and  within  the  enclosure  is  a  granite  obelisk  erected 
a  few  years  ago  by  a  lineal  descendant,  to  the  memory  of 
the  first  President  and  liis  wife. 

Of  his  three  children  who  came  over  with  him,  John 
was  born  about  161H  aiid  died  Oct.  1.  1708.  He  was  a 
prominent  man  in  the  affairs  of  the  little  colony  filling 
various  important  offices.  He  married  Eliza  Baulston, 
daughter  of  William,of  Portsmouth.  This  marriage  prov- 
ing an  unhappy  one  he  was  divorced  from  her  in  1656  and 
the  same  year  married  Patience  Throgmorton  of  Provi- 
dence who  died  Sept.  7, 1676.  He  then  married  Mary — 
(but  who  she  was,  the  writer  is  unable  to  say).  By  these 
marriages  he  had  16  children. 


\ 


John   Cogge%KalL  18T 

Joshua,  second  son,  born  about  1628  died  May  1688. 
Married  Joan  West  Dec.  22,  1652,  she  died  April  24, 
1676.  He  again  married  Rebecca  Russell  June  21,  1677  ; 
by  these  marriages  eight  children  were  born  to  him. 

Ann,  born  about  1626,  was  married  Nov.  15,  1643,  to 
Peter,  son  of  Gov.  Nicholas  Eastou. 

Hananel,  baptized  in  Boston  May  3,  1635,  supposed  to 
have  died  young,  as  there  is  no  later  record  of  her. 

Bediali,  baptized  in  Bojjton  July  S0,1637,  also  supposed 
to  have  died  young. 

Wait,  bom  Sept.  11, 1636,was  married  Dec.  18,  1651,to 
Daniel  Gould,  son  of  »Jeremiah,  she  being  but  15  yeare 
of  age. 

They  all  settled  on  the  island  and  their  descendants 
are  well  represented  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  writer  of  this  article  is  very  desirous  of  obtaining 
a  copy  of  the  will  of  Presd.  Coggeshall,  if  any  exists,  and 
would  also  be  very  glad  to  possess  any  further  informa- 
tion relating  to  him  or  his  descendants. 

Boston,  Mass.  C.  P.  Coggeshall. 


FAMILY  OF    HON.  THOMAS  OLNEY. 

In  tho  Ocioljer  luiiuber  of  the  Newport  Historical 
Mair»^-i'*^  i'*  i**^  article  on  tlie  ''Providence  Records  and 
Mo  rev  Wiiliiims",  occurs  on  piige  115  a  footnote  on 
Thonuis  ()liu'V.  A  \v;int  of  definiteness  in  the  reference 
lv»  ihi>  iu>io  calls  for  »soini»  further  account  of  the  family 
of  ilii>.  t';nii;»Mni.  Mr.  J.  II.  Olney,  of  I'rovidence,is pre- 
jMiiu;:  .*  lull  c:eniMloi;y  of  the  descendants  of  Thos. 
Olnev,  Son'i,  and  has  invostijjjated  very  closely  its  histo- 
IV.  II**  '"i  rc»«|»onsiMc  for  the  statement  that  Thos.  Olney, 
StMi'i  xxa^anuuii;  the  successors  of  Roger  Williams  as 
prearhiM  ^  ifuijuMarily )  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
rni\uhiuT  It  is  well  known  that  Thos.  Olney,  Jun*r 
wa*  !•  pa.'iiiu-  of  this  church  for  a  period. 

(Mnlilion  of  Thomas  and  Mauy  (Small)  Olney: 
I       Thomas,  horn  lGo2,  in  Kngland. 
II.     Mi'KNKTUS,   born  1634,  in   England,   sometimes 
ralli'tl  in  the  records,  Spencer, 

III.  NKiiAi)iAH,b.  1637,  in  Salem,  d. young. 

I V .  Stkimikn,  b.  Prov.  d.  prob.  1657-60. 
V.     Jamks,  b.  Prov.  unmarried. 

VI.     Ma uv,  m.  Dec.  4, 1663,  Jno.  Whipple. 

VII.  I-Yi)iA,  b.  a.  1645,  m.  Dec.  17, 1669,  Joseph  Wil- 
lliiinH,Hon  of  Roger.    She  died  Sept.9,1724,  inher  SOthyear. 

TiioMAH  Olnby^,  born  1632  in  England,  m.  July  31, 
jMOO,  iCli/.nl)Oth  March  of  Newport.     He  was  a  pastor  of 


Family  of  Hon.  Thomas  Olney.  189 

the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Providence.  Benedict  says 
that  ''he  succeeded  Rev.  Gregory  Dexter  in  office,  that  he 
was  the  chief  who  made  a  division  about  layingon-of- 
hands.  He  and  others  withdrew  and  formed^  a  separate 
church,  but  it  continued  only  a  short  time.*'  This  divi- 
sion however  occurred  in  1658-4*,  and  young  Thos.  Olney 
was  then  only  21  or  22.  It  is  probable  that  Thos.  Olney, 
SenV  led  the  division,  as  he  is  spoken  of  as  an  elder  by 
Jackson,  and  called  Rev.  by  Morgan  Edwards.  He  may 
have  filled  the  vacancy  made  by  the  retirement  of  Roger 
Williams,  and  until  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Chad  Brown. 
He  died  June  11,1722. 

Children  of  Thomas^  and  Elizabeth  Olney. 
I.    Thomas,  b.  May  4,  1661.  m.  July  13, 1687,  Lydia 
Olney,  dau.  of  Epenetus.     He  died  Mar.  1,  1718. 

n.    William,  b.  June  25,   1663,  m.  Dec.  28,  1692, 
Catharine  Sayles.     She  died  Feb.  21,  1760,  or  61. 

III.  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  31, 1666. 

IV.  Anne,  b.  Jan.  13, 1688,  m.  Capt.  John  Waterman, 
son  of  Resolved  and  Mercy. 

V.     PflEBE,  b.  Sept  15,  1676,  (in  Hartford.) 
VI.     James,  (probably)  died  1677. 

EPfcNETUS  OiNEY,2?onof  Thomas  and  Mary,  born 
1634,  in  England,  married  Mar.  9,  1666,  Mary,  second 
daughter  of  John  Whipple.     He  died  July,  1698. 

Children  of  Epenetus  and  Maby: 

L     Mary,  born  July  13  or  15,  1668.    m.  Philip   Til- 
linghast. 

II.     James,  b.  Nov.  9. 1670,  m.  Aug.   81,  1702,  Halle- 
lujah Brown..    He  d.  Oct.  5  or  6„  1744. 

III.  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  10,  1672,  m.  Nathan  Waterman. 

IV.  Epenetus,  b.  Jan.  18, 1675,  married   Mary   Wil- 
liams, dau.  of  Daniel.     He  died  Sept.  18,  1740. 

*ReT.  Morgan  Edwards,  Callender  &  Benedict. 
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V.     Jo»(f,   b.  ab.  1678,   m.   Aug.   11,  1699,   Rachel 
CoggeHhall. 

VI.  THoMAit,  b.  May  18,  1686,  m.  Aug.  8,  1746, 
Patience  Burlingame.  He  d.  July  28, 1752.  She  d.  Aug. 
8,  1746. 

Some  of  the  above  facts  and  dates  were  furnished  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Olney.  He  would  be  glad  of  copies  of  family 
records  and  any  other  aid  for  his  forthcoming  work. 

J.  P.  Root. 


EXTRACTS     FROM     THE     FRIENDS     RECORDS, 
NEWPORT,  R.  I.,  RELATING  TO  THE  FAMILY 

OF  ALLEN.* 


MAKRIAGBS. 

Allin,  John,  to  Elizabeth  Bacon,  Oct.  14,  1650. 
Allen,  Matthew,  to  Sarah  [Kirby],  June  — ,  1657. 

Allen,  Joseph,  Dartraoutli;  to  Sarah  ,  July  —  1662 

Allen,  Elizabeth,  to  Nathaniel  Thompkins,  Newport,  Jan. 

15,  1670. 
Allen,    William,   to   Patience  Beere*'  Newport,   May  16, 

1677. 
Allen,  Patience,    to  Richard  Evans,  Newport,  June  10, 

1680. 
Allin,    Jedediah,   of  Increase,    Dartmouth;  to   Penelope. 

Tripp,  of  Othaniel,  Newport,  June  2,  1721. 
Allen,  Ebenezer,  of  Daniel   and  Elizabeth,   Sandwich;  to 

Susannah  Goddard,  of  Daniel  and  Mary,  Newport, 

Nov.  6,  1746. 
Allen,  Othaniel,  of  Jedediah  and  Penelope,  Dartmouth, 

now  wife  of  Barnabas  Howland,^to  Keziah  Stafford, 

of  Abraham  and  Ruth,  Tiverton,  Feb.  15,  1758. 
Allen,  Jane,  of  Henry  and  Mary,   Newport,  to  John  Wil- 
liams, of  Obadiah  and  Katharine,  late  New  Jersey, 

Dec.  27, 1781. 

*The  spelling  of  the  name  is  here  recorded  as  found  on  the  records. 
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BIBTHS. 

AlIiiK  Klizabeth,  of  John  and   Elizabeth,    Newport,  July 

— ,  I60I. 
AlUn«  Mun\  of  John  and    Elizabeth,  Newport,   Feb.  24,. 

105i. 
Allin,  John*  of  John  and    Elibal>eth,   Newport,  Nov.   — , 

Allin,  I>on»thy,  of  Matthew  and   Sarah,   Plymouth  Col., 

April  S,  ll>.VA 
Allin.    Prisoilhu  of  John   and   Elizabeth,  Newport,   Dec 

Allin,  SamnoK  of  John  and    Elizabeth,   Newport,  April 

— ,  \m\. 

Allin,  Miriam,  of  Matthew  and  Sarah,   Dartmouth,  June 

— ,  1661. 
ADin,  Abigail,  of  Joseph  and  Sai*ah,  Dartmouth,  April    1, 

1 66:^. 
Allin,  Dohorali,  of  Matthew  and  Sarah,    Dartmouth,  May 

— ,  1663. 
Allin,  Rose,  of  Joseph  and   Sarah,    Dartmouth,  Oct,   1, 

1665. 
Allin,  Samuel,  of  Matthew  and   Sarah,    Dartmouth,   Feb» 

1660-6. 
Allen,  Joseph,  of  Joseph  and  Sarah,  Dartmouth,  March  4» 

1667. 
Allen,  Mary,  of  Matthew  and   Sarah,    Dartmouth,   Nov. 

— ,  1668. 
Allen,  John,  of  Joseph  and  Sarah,    Dartmouth,  July   15, 

1669. 
Allen,  Ahazadiah,   of   Matthew   and   Sarah,    Dartmouth, 

April  2,  1671. 
Allen,  Phillip,  of  Joseph  and  Sarah,  Dartmouth,  July  8, 

1671. 
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Allen,  William,  of  Joseph  and  Sarah,  Dartmouth,  Aug. 

10,  1673. 
Allen,     Matthew,  of    Matthew    and    Sarah,  Dartmouth^ 

June  10,  1677. 

DBATHS. 

Allen,  Benjamin,  son  of  Ralph,  (Sandwich),  died  at  the 
house  of  Thomas  Cornell,  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
bur  Clifton  ground,Newport,  Feb.  27,  1669. 

Allen,  Philip,  son  of  Ralph,  died  at  the  house  of  Wil- 
liam Woddle,  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,    July  13,   1671. 

Allen,  Priscilla,  Newport,  Oct.  24,  1676. 

Allen,  Patience,  wife  of  William,  Swanzy,  aged  49  years. 
No  date. 

Ailing,  John,  of  Rhode  Island,  at  son-in-law  Rowland 
Robinsons,  South  Kingstown,  Oct.  30,  1708. 

Ailing,  Naomi,  age  20,  Aug.  8,  1714. —Tender  on  Joanna 
Mott  to  Barbadoes.  Bur.  Coddington  ground, 
Newport. 

Ailing,  William,  at  Richard  Mews,  Newport.  Age  89 
years.     March   18,  1718*     Bur.  Clifton  ground. 

Allen,  Elizabeth,  Newport.  Age  75  years  and  9  months. 
Feb.  3,  1816.  Widow  of  Peleg  Allen,  and  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Hannah  Cornell,  of  Middle- 
town,  R.  I. 
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some  of  the  military  nwn  and  in  particular  to  the  Clerk  of  Capt. 
Stiles  Company  who  because  your  Petitioner  Could  not  for  Con- 
science sake  pay  a  fine  which  he  said  waa  due  to  him  for  your 
Petioners  not  having  tlie  proper  implements  of  War,  Hath  Cast 
him  into  Prison.  How  farr  tlie  Clerk's  Proceedings  are  apreeable 
to  your  Pleasure  Your  Petitioner  Knows  not.  Hut  was  advised  to 
Lay  the  affair  Ijefore  you.  Your  I'etitioner  liope^t  that  hitherto 
his  conversation  (though  a  st rainier  in  the  Government)  hath 
been  such  ainon<r  men  as  is  not  blameworthy  and  would  Rather 
Hope  than  fear  that  you  who  bear  not  the  sword  in  Vain  and  are 
Rather  a  Tern»r  to  Evil  doers  than  them  that  do  well,  in  your 
wisdom  you'll  Provide  for  my  enlarjjement.  which  will  assuredly 
Gain  a  Tribute  of  I^raise  from  Your  Friend. 

WiLMA.H    WlIITKSIDK. 

Dated  in  Newport  Prison 
ye  24tb  day  of  ye  lOth  month  175r..'* 


JosinA  ('(XHiKsii.VLL.  -Mr.  C.  P.  CoL^jLjeshali, 'JfiO  Devonshire 
St.,  iioston,  Mass.,  sends  us  the  following?  item  relative  to  Joshua 
Coggeshall,  son  of  .John,  of  early  colonial  times.  Mr.  C'ogge- 
shall  is  engaged  in  writinij  a  history  of  the  Coggeshall  family, 
and  would  be  pleased  to  rect»ive  aid  in  this  direction  from  the 
various  i'eneal();;ical  students  who  mav  have  notes  relatixe  to  the 
family. 

He  was  the  second  sou  of  John  Coggeshall,  one  of  the  founders 
of  Newport.  R.  I  ,  was  born  in  Kngland  in  10:*3.  and  must  have 
been  about  eight  years  old  when  nis  parents  landed  in  Boston. 

At  the  tinje  of  their  removal  to  Rhode  Island  he  had  arrived  at 
that  age  when  be  would  be  likely  to  lake  an  interest  in  passing 
events;  and  must  have  remembered  many  of  the  persecutions  and 
trials  through  which  the  family  passed. 

His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  afl'airs  of  the  colony  as  often 
as  that  of  his  elder  brother  John;  although  in  the  town  affairs  of 
Portsmouth  lie  was  (juite  active,  his  name  being  quite  often  re- 
corded in  the  town  meetings  as  presiding  otticer.  memlx^r  of  the 
town  council,  and  on  important  committees. 

Oct.  27.  It>rt9,  owing  to  a  disagreement,  there  was  no  election 
at  Providence;  and  he,  with  three  others  was  appointed  to  go  to 
that  place  to  endeavor  to  settle  the  dilflculty.  In  Oct.  1664.  he 
represented  the  town  as  deputy,  and  was  chosen  assistant  in  1672, 
and  several  times  later.  At  that  time  they  were  m(»re  modest  in 
their  requirements  than  now,  and  perhaps  attended  more  to  the 
business  and  welfare  of  the  people ;  as  we  read  in   the   records  of 
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the  General  Assembly  held  at  Newport  May  2, 1676,  adjourned  U> 
the  3d  of  May  at  the  house  of  Henry  Palmer.  ''Voted,  that  this 
assembly  set  in  time  of  election  in  the  kttchen  of  this  house,  and 
that  Arthur  Fenner  and  John  Coggeshall  see  that  the  Yotes  come 
in  legally.'* 

He  was  amon;^  those  who  early  embraced  Quakerism  in  thia 
country;  the  weetiugs  being  held  at  Gov.  Coddington's  house. 
In  Feb.,  1660,  being  then  in  Plymouth  colony,  he  was  seized  as  a 
quaker,  thrust  in  Plymouth  jail,  his  horse  being  taken  from  hink 
and  sold  for  £V2.  He  fiunally  obtained  his  release  and  fonnd  hia 
way  home  as  best  he  could. 

Dec.  -22,  1052  he  married  Joan  West.  By  her  he  had  eight 
children;  Mar>'  born  Feb.,  1655;  Joshua,  May,  1656;  John,  Dec.^ 
1657;  Josias,  Xov  ,1662;  Daniel, April, 1665;  Humility,  Jan.,  1670; 
Caleb,  Dec.  17,  1672,  and  Isaac, . 

Soon  after  his  father's  death  he  sold  the  property  left  him  in 
Newport,  and  removed  to  Portsmouth,  and  by 'additional  purcha- 
ses with  what  was  left  by  his  father,  made  up  a  farm  of  about 
three  hundred  acres,  situated  partly  in  Newport  and  partly  in 
Portsmouth.  In  his  will,  dated  .luly  13,  ir)87,  he  gives  away  his 
farm  as  follows:  To  his  eldest  sou  Joshua,  six  score  acres  of  his 
farming  land  situated  at  the  southennost  end  of  his  farm;  John, 
his  seoond  son,  six  scorr  ac^res  of  farming  land  adjoining  his 
brother  Joshua-s.  and  the  Hue  to  begin  easterly  near  the  common 
and  run  westerly  down  to  the  sea;  and  to  his  fourth  son  Daniel, 
all  the  remainder  of  his  farm  lauds.  The  portion  given  Daniel  is 
what  is  now  the  Redwood  Farm.  His  house  was  near  the  shore ^ 
at  his  death  he  expresse<l  a  wish  in  his  will,  that  a  new  house  be 
built  near  the  road. 

This  property  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Coggeshall's  in 
1743,  being  purcha.»<ed  b}'  Abraham  Redwood,  the  founder  of 
Redwood  Library.  The  portl<m  given  his  son  John  was  sold  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century;  while  the  share  left  to  Joshua  ia 
still  in  the  possession  of  a  descendant  of  Joshua,  never  having 
been  sold  from  the  time  of  its  first  purchase,  nearly  250  years  ago, 
but  has  passed  from  generation  to  generation  by  will.  This  is  one 
of  the  few  cases  where  the  land  granted  the  first  settlers  is  still 
held  by  n  lineal  descendant  bearing  the  name. 

In  Apri  24, 1676  his  wife  Joan  died,  aged  45  years,  and  in  June, 
21,  1676,  he  married  Rebecca  Russell,  a  Quakeress  from  London. 
In  marrying  so  soon   he   had  committed  a  great    wrong  in  the 
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«)?es  of  tlie  Friends,  and  8o  brought  hira.self  into  trouble;  as  they 
have  a  rule  that  a  man  shall  not  inarr}*  so  soon  after  his  wife's 
death.  He  was  called  to  account  for  this  short  coming,  resulting 
iu  his  withdrawal  from  their  meetings  owing  to  his  persecutions. 
He  died  Mar.  1,  1G89,  in  his  ()oth  year. 

From  him  and  his  Ifrothur  John  the  numi*n)us  family  that  bear 
the  name  of  Cogge^hall  have  descended. 

Thk  Slavk  TifADK  IN  RiiODK  IsLAM).— The  following  let- 
ter fr(»m  >nmiiel  Cranston,  (Jovorn<»r  of  Hhode  Island,  is  in  answer 
to  a  circular  letter  from  tne  En;xlij*h  Board  of  Trade  relative  to 
NegH)  Slaves  'imported  tlirectly  from  Africa  into  Jamaica  from 
June  ir,l)8  to  Dec.  1707.'' 

**May  it  please  your  I.ordsbii)s  :  In  obedience  to  your  Lordship's 
commands  of  the  loth  of  Ajiri'  last  to  the  trade  of  Africa.  We, 
having  inspected  into  the  books  of  her  Majesty's  custom,  and  in- 
formecl  ourselves  from  the  proper  otlicers  thereof,  by  strict  inquir}' 
can  lay  belbre  your  l^ordsbips  no  other  account  of  that  tnule  than 
the  foilowin^j:.  viz: 

1.  That  from  the  •24th  of  June,  1<>J»S,  to  the  ijnth  ol  December, 
17()7,  we  have  not  had  any  negroes  imported  into  this  colony  from 
the  cost  of  Africa,  neither  on  the  account  of  the  lioyal  African 
companv.  or  by  any  of  the  separate  traders. 

2.  Tliat  on  the  :J()th  day  of  May,  KiiMi,  arrived  at  this  port  from 
the  coast  of  Africa  the  l>rigantine  Seatlower,  Thomas  Windsor, 
Master,  having  on  boanl  her  lorty-scven  megroes,  fourteen  of 
which  he  disjjosed  of  in  this  colony  for  betwixt  -t'.'JO  and  £35  per 
head  ;  the  rest  he  transi)orted  by  land  for  liosion,  where  his  own- 
ers lived. 

3.  That  on  the  imh  of  August,  the  lUth  and  28th  of  October, 
in  the  year  170'',  sailed  from  this  port  three  vessels  directly  for  the 
cost  of  Africa;  the  two  former  were  sloops,  the  one  commanded 
by  Nicho  s  Ilillgroue,  the  other  by  Jacob  JJill;  the  last  aship,com- 
manded  by  Edwin  (.'artcir,  who  was  part  owner  of  the  said  three 
vessels,  in  company  with  Thomas  Bmf'ter  and  John  Bates,  mer- 
chants of  Barbadoes,  and  seperate  traders  fnmi  thence  to  the  coast 
of  Africa;  the  said  three  vessels  arriving  safe  to  Barbadoes  from 
the  coast  of  Africa,  where  they  made  a  disposition  of  their  negroes. 

4.  That  we  have  never  had  any  vessels  from  the  coast  of  Africa 
to  this  colony,  nor  any  trade  there, the  brigantine  above  mentioned 
excepted. 

5.  That  the  whole  and  only  supply  of  Negres  to  this  colony  is  from 
the  Island  of  Barbadoes,  from  whence  is  imported  one  year  with 
another,  betwixt  twenty  and  thirtv;  and  if  tnose  arrive  well  and 
sound,  the  general  price  is  from  £30  to  £40  per  head.  According 
to  your  i.oraship's  desire  we  have  advised  with  the  chiefestof  our 
planters,  and  find  but  small  encouragement  for  that  trade  to  this 
colony ;  since  b]r  the  best  computation  we  can  make,  there  would 
not  be  disposed  in  this  colony  above  twenty  or  thirty,  at  the  most, 
annually;  the  reason  of  which  are  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the 
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general  dislike  our  plaiit(n*8  have  for  them,  by  reason  of  their  tur- 
ulent  and  unruly  tempers.  And  that  most  of  our  planters  that 
are  able  and  willmg  to  purchase  any  of  them  are  supplied  by  the 
offspring  of  those  they  have  already,  which  increase  daily,  and 
that  the  inclination  of  our  people  in  general,  is  lo  employ  white 
servants  before  negroes. 

Thus  we  have  given  your  Lordships  a  true  and  faithful  account 
of  what  hath  occurred,  relating  to  the  trade  of  Africa  from  this 
colony:  and  if,  for  the  future  our  trade  should  be  extended  to 
those  parts,  we  shall  not  fail  transmitting  accounts  to  your  Lord- 
ship's orders  and  at  all  times  be  ready  to  show  ourselves. 

Your  Lordship's  obedient  servant, 

8AMrKL  Cranston,  Governor. 
Newport,  on  Kh<Mle  Island,  Dec.  o,  1708.'* 

(jrovemor  Cranston  also  sends  the  Board  the  following:  *'A 
List  of  the  number  of  freemen  and  militia,  with  the  servants, 
white  and  black,  in  the  respective  towns;  as  also  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  her  Majesty  s  coUmy  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  Dec.  5,. 
1708. 


Towns. 

Newport, 
Providence, 

Frt'fMiien. 
241 

MiUtia. 

3r,8 

28.3 

WJilte 
Sor\'ant,s. 

20 

Klufk 
.Ser\'ant«. 

220 
7 

Total  No.  of 
ln)iabitaiits. 

2203 
144<i 

Portsmouth, 

m 

104 

8 

40 

028 

Warwick , 

80 

or, 

4 

10 

480 

Westerly, 
New  Shorehani 

95 
38 

47 

5 

20 
0 

570 
208 

Kingtown, 

200 

282 

ST) 

1200 

Jamestown, 

83 

28 

0 

32 

206 

Greenwich, 

4<l 
lOlo 

0") 
1362 

3 
50 

426 

240 

Total. 

7181 

[lihodp  Island  Colonial  liecoi 

•(/«.  ] 

A  XKwroKT  liOTTKRY,  1732.— In  the  April,  1882  number  of 
this  Magazine  we  gave  a  lottery  scheme  set  forth  by  Isaac  An- 
thony, of  Newport,  Sept.,  1732.     Here  is  another. 

A    LOTTERY, 

Skt   foktfi    hy     Bktiuah     Hedgks,  of  Newport,    Rhode 

Island. 

The  number  of  tickets  are  from  1  to  1002  inclusive,  at  twenty 
shilling  a  ticket,  amounting  to  1.  1002;  the  number  of  blanks  668, 
and  the  number  of  prizes  334,  which  being  added  to  668,  the  num- 
ber of  blanks,  makes  1002,  equal  to  the  number  of  tickets,  and  is 
but  two  blanks  to  a  prize. 

The  highest  prize  is  a  house  and  lot  of  land  on  Easton's  Point, 
so  called,  in  Newport.  Said  lot  of  land  measuring  50  foot  front 
and  100  d(iep.     The  house  measuring  20  foot  front  and  16  wide,and 
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Palmer's  river,  :40  called,  in  Rehoboth,  iu  Bristol  cou'^iy,  adjoin- 
ing or  lying  near  to  ilio  land  of  Mr.  James  Lewis  and  Mr.  Jona- 
than Kinsley.  The  said  land  is  very  good  for  either  planting, 
sowing,  mowing  or  pasturing,  and  is,  most  of  it  already  brought  to 
and  improved      Valued  at  1.  14() 

Thirdly.  A  lot  of  land,  being  the  90th  lot  in  number,  in  the 
second  division,  [Easton's  point,  Xewpoil],  measuring  10()  foot 
front  and  UX)  deep.     Valued  at  1.  :3(). 

FourtMy  Another  lot  of  land,  being  the  74th  in  number  in  the 
second  division,  measuring  Go  foot  is  ])ri»adth  and  100  deep.  Val- 
ued at  1.  30. 

The  said  lots  are  fenced  and  improved,  planted  with  trees,  &c. 

Fifthly.  A  shop  often  foot  square,  standing  on  Mr.  Pelham's 
land,  near  Mr.  Davis's,  fronting  the  Main  street,  with  a  good 
chimney  and  oven  in  it.     valued  at  1.  22. 

All  tlie  above  mentioned  prizes  are  valued  by  pei*sous  of  known 
judgment  and  integrity,  as  shall  appear  under  (heir  hands. 

Sixthla.     A  very  good  new  desk.     Valued  at  1.  9, 

Then  follows  two  prizes  of  1  5:  six  of  1.  4;  two  of  1.  .'5;  thirty- 
eight  of  40  s.,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty  of  .'iO  s. 

Note  Th(5  two  hundred  and  eighty  'M)  s.  prizes  are  all  in  bills  of 
publick  credit,  but  all  the  rest  of  the  prizes,  excepting  the  lands, 
houses  and  desk  abovesaid,  are  in  good,  new  and  vendable  mer- 
chandize. 

And  for  the  adventurers  further  satisfaction,  the  prizes  may  be 
seen  three  ilays  before  drawing;  and  those  who  think  they  are 
(»ver  valued,  may  receive  their  money  advanced  on  the  return  of 
their  tickets. 

An  authentic  deed  shall  be  given  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  for- 
tunate, drawing  either  the  bouse  and  land,  shop,  lot  or  lots  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  other  prizes  delivered  soon  after  drawing. 

This  lottery  is  appointed  to  be  drawn  on  the  2oth  of  March  next, 
or  sooner  if  full.  Notice  hereof  shall  be  given  in  the  publick 
newspapers,  or  by  the  Town  cryer  ten  days  before  drawing. 

Tickets  are  delivered  by  Edward  Thurbcr,  of  Kehoboth,  Mr. 
Nathanael  lilackwell,  of  Dartmouth,  and  by  the  said  Hedges  in 
Newport.— Newport,  Jan.  18.  17:V2-8. 


Stewart  Family  Biblk.  The  following  record  is  copied 
from  a  family  bible  in  possession  of  the  Misses  Handy,  Newport, 
IM. 

-'Matthew  Stewart  was  born  Oct.  15.  1701,  died  June   28,  1778. 

Abigail  Gardiner  was  born  March  'J,  1719.  died  Jan.  30,  1784. 

Matthew  Stewart  and  Abigail  Gardiner  were  married  ()<-t.  19, 
1735. — c'liiLDUEN— : 

Abigail,  born  Jan.  29,  1738,  died  March  18,  1752. 
Daniel,  born  Aug.  22,  1739.  died  Sept.  22, 1740. 
Matthew,  born  Nov.  5, 1741,  died  Sept.  6, 1768. 
William,  born  June  14,  1743,  died  Sept.  10,  1798. 
Elizabeth,  bom  March  6. 1746,  died  July  11, 1787. 
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RHODE  ISLANDERS    WHO   SETTLED   IN    MON- 
MOUTH COUNTY,  NEW  JERSEY. 


BY  EDWIN  SALTER. 

The  original  settlers  of  Monmouth  county,  New  Jer- 
Bey,  were  chiefly  from  Newport  and  Portsmouth,  on  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island,  and  from  Gravesend,  Long 
Island ;  a  few  came  from  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  records  in  the  court  house  at  Freehold,  the  county 

seat  of  Monmouth,  give  the  names  of  the  original  settlers, 

and  also  of  the  persons  who  aided  in  the  settlement  by 

contributing  money  towards  purchasing  the  land  of  the 

Indians.    The  earliest  records,  which  are  from   1667  to 

1670,  contain  the  names  of  the  following  persons  known 

or  supposed  to  have  come  from  Rhode  Island : 

Christopher  Almey,  Stephen  Arnold, 

Job  Almey,  James  Ashton, 

Benjamin  BordeUi  Francis  Brinley, 

Richard  Borden,  Nicholas  Brown, 
Henry  Bull, 

Oeorge  Chutte,  Walter  Clarke, 

Thomas  Clifton,  Joshua  Coggeshall, 
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Edward  Cole, 
Jacol)  Cole, 
William  Coddington, 
Richard  Davis, 
Nicholas  Davis, 
Roger  Ellis  and  son, 
Gideon  Freeborn, 
Annins  Gauntt, 
Daniel  Gould, 
Obadiah  Holmes, 
John  Havens, 
Robert  Hazard, 
Richard  James, 
William  Layton, 
Edward  Pattison, 
William  Reape, 
John  Slociim, 
Edward  Smith, 
Edward  Thurston, 
John  Throckmorton, 
Edward  Tartle  (?) 
Robert  W^est,  Sr., 
Bartholomew  West, 
Emanuel  Woolley, 


Robert  Carr, 
John  Cook, 
John  Coggeshall, 
Benjamin  Devell, 
Thomas  Dungan, 
Peter  Easson, 

Israel  Gauntt, 

Jonatimn  Holmes, 
Samuel  Holliman, 
George  Hallett, 
William  James, 
Mark  Lucar, 
—Thomas  Potter, 
Richard  Richardson, 
William  Shattock  (?) 
Wm.  Shearman, 
Nathan  Tomkins,  (?) 
Job  Throckmorton, 
Robert  Taylor, 
Robert  West,  Jr., 
John  Wood,  (?) 


George  Webb,  (?) 
Those  with  an  interrogation  mark  are  supposed  to  have 
come  from  Rhode  Island,  but  the  Gauntts,  Wm.  Shattock 
and  one  or  two  other  (Quakers,  probably  resided  in  Massa- 
chusetts until  the  Quaker  persecutions  IG57-9. 

Capt.  Christopher  Almey,  son  of  Wm.  Almey,  after 
living  in  Monmouth  a  few  years,  finally  returned  to 
Rhode  Island.  A  Monmouth  tradition  says  that  while  he 
lived  there  he  sailed  a  packet  between  Monmouth  and 
Newport,  and  as  he  brought  merchandise,  letters,  and 
sometimes  passengers,  his  arrival  was  always  looked  for 

with  interest  by  the  first  settlers. 

Nicholas   Davis   was   one  of  the  twelve  patentees  to 

whom  was   granted  the  noted  "Monmouth   Patent,"  by 

Gov.    Nicols,  of  New  York,  in    1664,  under  which  the 

original  settlers  claimed  their  English  title.     He  is  prob- 
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ably  the  Nicholas  Davis  named  as  a  freeman  at  Newport 
1671,  and  who  was  referred  to  as  Iiaving  been  drowned, 
before  Aug.  9th,  1672,  by  Roger  Williams,  in  a  contro- 
versy  with  the  celebrated  Quaker,  George  Fox.  Was 
Richard  Davis  a  relative  ? 

William  Reape,  a  merchant  of  Newport,  was  also  one 
of  the  twelve  patentees.  He  was  the  principal  agent  in 
paying  the  Indians  of  Monmouth  for  the  land,  their  claims 
to  which  were  all  satisfactorily  adjusted  before  the  settle- 
ment Wiis  begun.  Reape's  bills  were  all  audited  and  set- 
tled July,  1670,  and  the  next  month,  Aug.  6th,  1670,  he 
died.  His  widow,  Sarah  Reape,  and  son  William,  settled 
in  Monmouth. 

The  following  persons  paid  for  shares  of  land  in  Mon- 
mouth but  did  not  settle  there :  Governors  Henry  Bull, 
William  Coddington,  Walter  Clarke,  and  John  Cogges- 
hall ;  and  Edward  Thurston,  Francis  Brindley,  Joshua 
Coggeshall,  Robert  Carr,  and  Daniel  Gould.  Some  of 
these  probably  transferred  their  shares  to  friends,  and 
others  probably  abandoned  them.  It  is  not  known  that 
any  immediate  descendants  of  them  came  to  New  Jersey ; 
but  a  generation  or  two  later,  members  of  the  Brindley, 
Bull  and  Carr  families  came  ;  Brindleys  came  to  Middle- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  Bulls  to  Hunterdon,  and  Carrs,  prol>- 
ably,  by  way  of  Long  Island,  to  the  lower  part  of  Old 
Monmouth  county,  now  set  off  in  the  new  county  of 
Ocean. 

Thomas  Dungan,  who  paid  for  a  share  of  land,  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  Baptist  Elder  who  subsequently  went  to 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  about  1684  founded  a 
Baptist  church  at  Cold  Run.  His  name  is  frequently 
mentioned  in  local  histories  of  Bucks  county  and  vicinity, 

Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  Obadiah  Holmes,  a  name  well  known  in  Baptist 

annals,  was  one  of  the  twelve  patentees,  but  he  did  not 
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settle  in  Monmouth.  HU  sons  Obadiah  and  Jonathan 
went  there.  The  first  soon  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  and 
probably  went  from  there  to  South  Jersey.  Jonathan 
remained  in  Monmouth  many  years,  and  then  he  also 
returned  to  Rhode  Island,  but  left  children  behind,  from 
whom  have  sprung  a  large  number  of  descendants. 

Samuel  Holliman  was  a  son  of  Ezekiel  Holliman  of 
Providence,  *^a  man  of  gifts  and  piety,"  who  baptized 
Roger  Williams.  The  name  Holliman  has  been  shortened 
by  descendants  to  Holman. 

Israel  and  Anias  (or  Annaniah)  Gauntt  came  to  New 
Jersey,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  their  brother  Zachary, 
who  was  a  freeman  at  Newport  1671,  came  or  remained 
in  Rhode  Island.  They  were  sons  of  Peter  Gauntt,  who 
left  Lynn  1637,  to  aid  in  founding  Sandwich,  Mass. 
About  1657,  when  the  Quakers  began  promulgating  their 
principles,  the  Gauntts  joined  them  and  suffered  in  conse- 
quence. The  Aliens  and  Kirbj'^s,  who  left  Lynn  for  Sand- 
wich with  the  Gauntts,  also  joined  tlie  Quakers  and 
suffered  pei*secution,  and  niembera  of  their  families  event- 
ually found  their  way  to  New  Jersey. 

Among  the  pei'sons  named  as  paying  for  shares  of  land 
in  the  settlement  with  William  Reape,  July,  1670,  was 
Peter  Esson,  or  Easson.  Perhaps  he  was  the  Peter  Eas- 
son,  or  Easton,  named  as  freeman  at  Newport  1655.  Ab 
his  name  is  not  subsequently  met  with,  he  may  not  have 
left  Rhode  Island. 

The  name  Henry  Dyer  appears  in  Monmouth  court 
records  as  juror,  1676.  He  was  probably  from  Rhode 
Island.  Tradition  in  Monmouth  says  that  sons  of  the 
unfortunate  Mary  Dyer,  the  Quakeress  who  was  hung  in 
Boston,  came  to  Monmouth.  She  had  a  son  Henry,  and 
this  was  probably  her  son.  Descendants  of  Cassandra 
Southwick,  celebrated  in  Whittier's  beautiful  ballad,  came 
(;0  New  Jersey  and  settled  in  Burlington  county,  and  the 
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Dyers  probably  left  Monmouth  and  went  over  into  Bur- 
lington, which  was  settled  by  Quakers  from  England 
about  a  dozen  years  after  the  settlement  of  Monmouth. 

Among  the  names  which  appear  in  Monmouth  records 
a  few  years  after  its  first  settlement,  is  that  of  John 
Vaughn,  or  Vaughan.  This  is  both  a  Rhode  Island  and 
Gravesend  name.  Perhaps  the  Vaughns  of  Gravesend 
came  from  Rhode  Island.  Wilburs  were  early  settlers  of 
Monmouth.  They  may  have  been  of  the  same  family  as 
Capt.  Samuel  Wilbore,  or  Wilbur,  of  Rhode  Island. 

There  was  a  George  Allen,  of  Sandwich,  Massachusetts, 
among  the  fii^st  settlers  of  Monmouth,  and  a  John  Allen. 
There  was  also  a  George  Allen  named  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  1638,  and  also  Samuel  and 
Ralph  Allen.  The  George  who  came  to  Monmouth  is 
supposed  to  be  George  the  2d,  of  Sandwich.  The  first  of 
the  name  who  came  from  Lynn  to  Sandwich,  1637,  died 
1648.  If  the  Newport  George  was  a  relative,  he  might, 
on  account  of  the  death  of  the  first  of  the  name,  have 
gone  to  Sandwich.  The  name  Ralph  Allen  occurring  at 
Newport  1638,  is  also  found  at  Sandwich  1657-9,  and  it  is 
known  that  some  of  his  descendants  came  to  New  Jersey. 

The  name  of  Nathaniel  Lippett  appears  in  Monmouth 
1676,  and  Moses  Lippett  a  few  years  later.  They  were 
probably  from  Rhode  Island,  and  may  have  been  of  the 
family  of  John  Lippett,  Warwick,  1655. 

Thomas  Eaton  was  an  early  settler  of  Monmouth, 
named  1693,  perhaps  earlier.  Eatontown,  in  Monmouth 
county,  was  named  after  him.  Was  he  from  Rhode  Island  ? 
It  would  seem  possible,  from  the  mention  in  Freeman^s 
Long  Island  Antiquities,  (p  198)  of  Nicholas,  John  and 

Richard  Eaton  of  Newport,  R.  I. 

Eliakim  Wardell,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Mon- 
mouth, it  is  said  came  last  from  Rhode  Island.  He  was 
probably  the  same    person  who  was  persecuted  for  ad- 
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herence  to  Quakers  in  Massachusetts  about  1659.  He 
then  lived  at  ^'Hampshire,  fourteen  miles  from  Dover/' 
which  was  probably  near  the  New  Hampshire  and  Massa- 
chusetts line.  It  is  possible  he  came  to  Rhode  Island  and 
from  thence  went  to  Monmouth. 

Members  of  the  Williams  family  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Monmouth.  John  Williams  was  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Monmouth  militia  1673.  Edward  and  William 
Williams  are  named  a  few  years  later.  A  tradition  handed 
down  among  old  members  of  the  family  asserts  that  they 
descended  from  the  same  stock  as  did  Roger  Williams. 
Perhaps  they  may  be  descended  from  Richard  or  Robert 
Williams,  named  in  Thompson's  History  of  Long  Island, 
vol.  1,  page  486,  who,  it  is  stated,  were  near  relatives  of 
Roger  Williams.  Robert  is  named  at  Hempstead,  L.  I., 
1647,  and  Richard  at  Huntington,  L.  I.  Was  the  Robert 
Williams  named  as  freeman  at  Providence,  1655,  the  same 
person  referred  to  by  Thompson  as  at  one  time  living  on 
Long  Island  ?  The  Monmouth  traditions  mention  an  alli- 
ance of  an  ancestor  with  Lord  Townley's  family. 

James  Leonard,  an  early  settler  of  Monmouth,  belonged 
to  the  family  noted  for  being  among  the  first  iron  workers 
in  this  country.  Nathaniel  and  Thomas  Leonard  are 
named  in  Fell's  Annals  of  Salem,  Mass.,  in  connection 
with  experiments  in  bog  ore  in  1674.  There  was  much 
ore  of  this  kind  in  Monmouth,  and  James,  it  is  said,  was 
engaged  in  the  iron  business.  Were  the  Leonards  ever 
residents  of  Rhode  Island  ? 

Very  many  people  in  the  Southern  and  Western  states 
bearing  the  names  of  early  Rhode  Island  settlers,  are 
descended  from  persons  named  above  who  came  from 
Rhode  Island  to  Monmouth.  A  considerable  emigration 
from  Monmouth  to  Eastern  Pennsylvania  commenced  at 
least  as  early  as  1700,  between  which  tinbe  and  1730  the 
local  histories  of  the  last  named  place  give  many  familiar 
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Monmouth  names  among  the  early  settlers  there  ;  and 
from  thence  offshoots  went  south  to  the  Valley  of  Vir- 
ginia and  other  places  south,  and  others  went  west.  And 
the  names  of  the  Rhode  Islanders  who  settled  in  Mon- 
mouth may  be  connecting  links  enabling  descendants  in 
various  southern  and  western  states  to  trace  their  ancestry 

back  to  New  England  and  to  the  fii*st  comers  to  this 
country. 

An  instance  showing  how  Monmouth  sometimes  fur- 
nishes missing  links  in  genealogical  chains,  is  found  in 
the  case  of  the  genealogy  of  the  late  President  Lincoln. 
He  could  trace  his  ancestry  no  farther  back  than  to  his 
grandfather  Abraham,  The  New  England  Lincolns  sup- 
posed he  was  descended  from  Samuel  Lincoln,  the  founder 
of  one  branch  of  the  Lincoln  famil}',  on  what  the  late 
President  called  **the  evidence  of  family  names,"  the 
Mordecai,  Abraham,  and  others  oocurring  in  New  Eng- 
land and  also  among  ancestors  named  by  President  Lin- 
coln. But  in  the  correspondence  which  took  place  be- 
tween the  latter  and  members  of  the  New  England  Lin- 
coln family  it  is  seen  that  no  connecting  link  could  be 
found.  Within  the  last  four  or  five  years  it  has  been  found 
that  Monmouth  furnishes  the  missing  information.  Judge 
George  C.  Beekman,  of  Freehold,  in  looking  over  the 
early  records  of  this  county  in  the  court  house,  found  the 
name  of  Mordecai  Lincoln  mentioned  there  as  earlv  as 
1714,  and  that  he  had,  about  the  year  1720,  moved  to 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  with  his  family  ;  and  that  his  old- 
est son  was  named  John  is  found  in  the  record  of  a  deed 
in  the  Secretary  of  State's  oflSce  at  Trenton,  N.  J.  This 
Mordecai  Lincoln  is  found  to  be  the  Mordecai  2d 
descended  from  Samuel  Lincoln,  named  in  Savage's  Gen- 
ealogical Dictionary,  born  April  24,  >686.  The  descend- 
ants of  Mordecai  and  John  Lincoln,  who  went  from  Mon- 
mouth to  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  have  been  quite  success- 


208      Rhode  Islanders  Who  Settled  in  New  Jersey. 

fully  traced  by  a  descendant  of  the  Lincoln  family^  Sam- 
uel Shackford,  Esq.,  of  Winnetka,  Cook  county,  Illinois. 
As  the  genealogy  of  the  late  President  Lincoln  has 
probably  never  been  published  complete  because  not  until 
recently  known,  it  may  be  appropriate  to  give  it  here,  to 
show  how  Monmouth  county,  N.  J.,  supplies  occasional 

missing  links  in  genealogical  chains. 

Samuel  Lincoln  came  from  Norwich,  England,  to  Mas- 
sachusetts. He  had  a  son,  Mordecai  1st,  of  Hingham, 
who  in  turn  had  children — Mordecai  2d,  born  April  24th, 
1686  ;  Abraham,  born  Jan.  13,  1689  ;  Isaac,  born  Oct.  21, 
1691,  and  Sarah,  born  July  29,  1694.  Mordecai  2d  came 
to  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  where  he  married,  and  his  oldest  son 
was  named  John.  They  moved  to  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  father  died.  John  went  to  Rockingham  county, 
Virginia,  and  had  sons — Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Thomas, 
and  John.  The  first  named  of  these  sons,  Abraham,  had 
a  son  Thomas,  who  was  the  father  of  the  martyr  Presi" 
dent. 

In  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  where  John  Lincoln  settled, 
were  other  families,  of  Monmouth,  and  some  of  Rhode 
Island  origin,  among  whom  may  be  named  Throckmor- 
tons,  Pattersons,  Aliens,  Bordens,  Taylors,  Crawfords, 
and  Formans,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  Hercheval's 
Hivstory  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia.  And  traditions  name 
Ashtons,  Coles  and  others  of  Rhode  Island  origin,  who 
went  about  the  same  time,  but  passed  on  to  the  Carolinas, 
Kentucky  and  elsewhere. 

In  Historical  Collections  of  Virginia,  by  Howe,  mention 
is  made  of  a  Benjamin  Borden,  who  was  noted  among  early 
settlers  in  some  parts  of  Virginia  as  the  agent  of  Lord 
Fairfax  for  sales  of  land.  From  his  name  it  may  be 
inferred  that  he  was^of  the  Rhode  Island  Borden  family, 
and  descended  from  some  member  who  went  to  Mon- 
mouth, N.  J. 


^ 
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The  first  settlers  of  Monmouth  had  two  placed  bf  wor^ 
ship,  a  Friends'  meeting,  at  Shrewsbury,  and  a  Baptist; 
church  at  Middletown.  The  first  regular  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  church  was  Kev.  James  Ashton,  of  Rhode  Island, 
probably  the  second  of  the  name,  and  the  son  of  the 
James  mentioned  in  Savage's  Genealogical  Dictionary  as 
having  gone  to  New  Jersey.  And  the  Thomas  Ashton  of 
Rhode  Island  for  whom  Savage  could  not  account,  is  pos- 
sibly the  Thomas  Ashton  of  Upper  Makefield,  Bucks 
county,  Pa.,  an  early  settler  who  may  have  gone  to  East' 
ern  Pennsylvania  with  emigrants  from  Monmouth. 

The  fii'st  settlers  of  Monmouth,  in  their  dealings  with 
the  Indians,  were  always  honest  and  honorable.  Every 
foot  of  land  was  fully  paid  for,  and  the  white  and  red 
men  always  lived  on  the  most  friendly  terms.  There  is 
no  record  of  any  misunderstanding  ever  occurring 
between  them. 

And  they  were  among  the  foremost,  if  not  the  fore- 
most, in  the  country,  in  granting  unrestricted  religious 
toleration.  While  some  sections  excepted  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  other's  limited  it  to  pei*sons  who  believed  in  Jesus- 
Christ,  the  first  settlers  of  Monmouth  proclaimed  ^'Fbbe^ 

LIBERTY  OP  CONSCIENCE,  WITHOUT  ANY  MOLESTATION  OK 
DISTURBANCE  WHATSOEVER  IN  THE  WAY  OP  THEIR 
WORSHIP." 

The  following  persons  are  named  among  the  first  strt- 
tlers  of  Monmouth  from  1667  to  1670,  but   the  places 
from  whence  they  came  have  not  been  ascertained.    Were 
any  of  them  from  Rhode  Island  ? 
Abraham  Brown,  John  Bird, 

Joseph  Coleman,  Daniel  Estell, 

William  GifiPord,  Ralph  Gouldsmithf 

John  Hall,  John  Haundell, 

Thomas  Hart,  James  Heard, 

Tobias  Haudson,  John  Horabiui 
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Randall  Huet,  Sr., 

Robert  Jones, 

Edmund  Laphetra, 

Francis  Masters, 

Richard  Moor, 

William  Newman, 

Joseph  Parker, 

Henry  Percy, 

Richard  Sissell, 
Robert  Story, 

Thomas  Wamsor, 

Thomas  Winter  ton, 


Randall  Haet,  Jr., 
Gabriel  Kirk, 
James  Leonard, 
Lewis  Mattux, 
George  Mount, 
Anthony  Page, 
Peter  Parker, 
Richard  Saddler, 


Derrick  Smith, 

John  Tomson,  (Thompson  ?) 

Marmaduke  Ward, 

John  Wilson. 

[XoTE.  -Information  in  regard  to  any  of  the  above  is  desired  by 
Edwin  Salter,  Washington,  D.  C] 
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Peckham,  John  of  John  and  Sarah, 

Jan.     9,  1673 

Isaac 

of 

Apr.  11,  1688 

of 

Aug.  19,  1695 

— miah 

of 

Nov.  20,  1697 

Sarah 

of 

Sept.  29,  1708 

of 

May     2,  1706 

of 

Jan. 24, 1706-7 

Phillips,  Barba- 

ra 

of  John  and  Rebecca, 

Mar.  15,  1687 

Pocock,     — 

» 

1  nf  Jrthn  And  RAliAr>.r>fl. 

.  1689 

Pamnay,   Chris- 
topher of  Christpher  &  Elizabeth,  April  — ,  16 — 
Preston,  Lewis  of  Lewis  and  Abigail,  Nov.  22,  1697 
Martha      of  April  6,  1699 


LUttlU,      — 

801 

i  of  Thomas  and  Hannah, 

June  8,  

Recorded  Aug 

,1700. 

Mary 

of  William  and  Mary, 

Sept.    7,  1704 

William 

of 

Sept.    '3,  1706 

Dorcas 

of 

July     3,  1709 

Henry 

of 

Feb.  26,  1711 

Eliaha 

of 

May     8,  1716 

Jo8eph 

of  Joseph  and  Mary, 

Sept.  22,  1705 

son 

of  Isaac  and  Barbara, 

May     1,  1712 

Isaac 

of 

Oct.   20,  1713 

212  Newport  Taum  Reeordi. 

Peckh'm,Sarah  of  Isaac  and  Barbara,  Oct.     6,  1715 

Benjamin  of  Oct.  19,  1717 

Ruth         of  July  22,  1719 

Clement    of  May  20,  1721 

Stephen     of  Mar.  6, 1722-a 

P— ,  son    of  July  11,  1725 

Peabody,  John  of  Joseph  and  Sarah,  Dec.  — ,  1712 

Rachel       of  May  — , 

Eliza  of  26, 

Sarah         of  13,  

Peters, dau  of  John  and  Sarah,  Jan.  18, 1713-14 

Pelhara,  Hermi- 

one  of  Edward,  Jr.  &  Arabella,  Dec.     3,  I7I8 

Elizabeth  of  Oct.   20,  1721 

Penelope   of  May  23,  1724 

Pitman,    John  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  Mar.  26,  1719 

Mary  of  Jan.  1,  1721-2 

Samuel      of  Jan.  15, 1723-4 

Martha      of  Oct.     9,  1725 

Joseph       of  May  19,  1729» 

Phillip8,Gilbertof and  Elinor,  Apr.  10,  1732 

Paul,  Sarah       of  Joshua  and  Sarah,  [about  1727]? 
Joseph       of                                     died  Nov.  11,  1750 

Peckham,Mary  of  Thomas  and ,  Jan.   23,  

Recorded  May  27, 1734. 

Pitman,Han*ahof  Moses  and  Martha,  Aug.  18,  1734 

Pope,  Mary      of  Francis  and  Freelove,  Nov.  24,  1735 

Sarah         of  June  10,  1742 

M^y  of  Mar.  8,  1748-9 

Pitman,  Abig'l  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca, , 

Joseph       of  ,  

Sanders     of  — , 

Mary  of  ^  


Samuel      of  Jan.   22, 

Moses        of  Mar,  11,  174— 


Newport  Town  Recordi.  213 

Pitman,  Peleg  of  Samuel  &  Rebecca,  Aug.  14, 174— 

Briget       of  Dec.   11, 

Feckham,Eliza- 

beth  of  Peleg  and  Elizabeth,  Dec.   2,    1740 

Peleg         of  Dec.    1,    1743 

Thomas     of  June  20,  1747 

Partelow,John  of  John  and  Anna,  Mar.    28, 

Potter,  Han'h  of  Thomas  and  Hannah,  Sept.  SO,  1741 

Pinckney,J*vi8  of  Jarvis  and  Lydia,  July   29,  1744 

Lydia,        of  March  5,  1746 

Peabody,      Eliza- 
beth of  Benjamin  and  Abigail,  Oct.     2,  1746 

Peck,  Benjamin 

Gold  of  Wm.  Aug.  &  Mehitable,  Oct.     8,  1763 
Mary  Dyne- 

ly  of  Nov.     2,  1765 

Potter,  Ja's  C.  of  James  and  Mary,  Mar.  25,  1754 

Thomas     of  Peb.  21,  1766 

Mary         of  May   12,  1758 

Joseph       of  Feb.   17,  1760 

Ann           of  July    9,  1761 

Phillips,  Eliza- 

bethanna,  of  Caleb  and  Elizabeth,  May   18, 1765 

Peckham,Wm.  of  Isaac  &  Ruth,  June  9,  [1756  ?] 

Henry        of  June  24,  1767 

Ruth         of  Jan,    —,1769 

Mary         of  Feb.  —,1761 

Pate,  Priscilla  of  Robert  and  Priscilla,  Feb.    3,   1766 

Abigail      of  Jan.    6,   1768 

Pitman,  Alice  of  John  and  Martha,  Mar.  27,  1766 

Moses  CI  kc  of  Oct.  21, 1767 

Pope,        Srah 

Experience  of  Ezra  and  Sarah,  Nov.    9,  1762 

Price,  Mary      of  James  and  Penelope,  Feb.   27,  1763 

Penelope   of  Oct.  — ,  1766 
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Peck'm,Jere'ah  of  Benoni  and  Mary,  Sept.  11,  1769 

Pinnegar,Maryof  Edmond  and  Martha,  Mar.  18,  1771 

Perry,    EFbth  of  George  and  Abigail,  June    18,  1782 

Mary         of  Apr.   16, 1784 

Eleanor     of                                  '  May    1,   1787 

Died  Oct.  3,  1792. 
Frances     of  Aug.  29,  1789 
Nancy,       of  Nov.  25,  1791 
Edward,    of  Mar.   12,  179a 
George,     of  Mar.    6,  1795 
Eleanor     of  Jan.    25,  1798 
William     of  July   — ,  1806 
Pearce,  Mary    of  Isaac  and  Sarah,  Feb.   4,     1786 
Isaac,         of  June  80,  1788 
Perry,  Abigail,of  James  and  Abigail,  Feb.    9,   1793 
James        of  Sept.  20,  1796 
Phebe  Law- 
ton  of  Jan.   31,  1797 
Mary  Ann  of  Feb.    8,    1798 
Harriet      of  Aug.   1,    1799 
Harriet      of  Jan.     6,    1801 
Cath.Briggaof  Mar.    22,  1803 
Pearce,  Barton  of  Giles  and  Sarah,  Sept.    1,  1800 
Mary  Ann  of  Jan.   26,  1804 
Phebe        of  Mar,  11,  1805 

Susan         of  Giles  and ,  Mar.    8,  1811 

Peckham, 

Isaac  C.  of May  14,  1801 

Benoni       of  Jeremiah  &  Elizabeth,  Aug.  15,  1804 
Abigail 

Cross   of  Richard  M.  &  Elizabeth,  Oct.    1,  1805 
Joseph  Mum- 
ford  of  Dec.     2,  1870 
Jno.Parker  of  Aug.  23,  1810 
Han'hEliz.of  Feb.     3,  1813 
Pickering,  Eliz. 

Carpenter  of  Benning  and  Nancy,  Nov.  22,  1806 
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Potter,  Jas.  C.  of  Henry  T.&Eliz'b,Newt'n,Aug.  24, 1808 
Mary  of  July  20,  1811 
Rath  of  Feb.  3,  1813 
Peckham,  Re- 
becca Ann  of  Clement  and  Mary,  Mar.  19,  1811 
David  Pin- 

negar  of  June  28,  1818 
Wm,     Pin- 

negar  of  Sept.  13,  1815 
Benj.Hallof  Feb.  18,  1818 
Perry,  Christo- 
pher Grant  of  Oliver  H.  &  Elizabeth,  Apr.  2,  1812 
Oliver  Haz- 
ard of  Feb.  23,  1813 
Christopher 

Raymond  of  June  29,  1816 

Eliz.Masonof  Sept.  15,  1819 

Palmer,Jno  W.of  John  &  Sarah,  Aug.  14,  1813 
Peckham,  Anna 

Brown  of  Job  A.  and  Elizabeth,  May  24,  1831 
Henry 

Swan  of  Apr,  24,  1833 
Ed'rd  Wick- 

man  of  Nov.  10,  1835 

Job  Almy  of  Feb.  10,  1838 

Jas.  Swan  of  Jan.   28,  1840 

Alexander  of  Apr.  15,  1842 

Alfred        of  Aug.  15,  1845 

Eliz.  Swan  of  Aug.  28,  1848 

Jas.  Swan  of  Apr.  21,  1852 

Peckham,Perry  of  Perry  M.  and  Abby,  Jan.     2.  1833 
Peabody,  Geo. 

Edwin  of  Edwin  and  Catharine,  July  31,  1835 

Cha8.He'ryof  May     3,  1837 

Rob't  Stuart  of  Mar.  25,  18c  9 
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Mary  Kate  of  Edwin  &  Catharine,         Mar.     1,  1841 

.Clara  Eliz.  of  Feb.     6,  1848 
Frank  Del- 

lerof  Dec.  21,  1845 
EatejFriend  of  June  24,  1849 
Harry  Mor- 
ton of  June  18,  1852 
Powera,     Sarah 

Jane  of  John  and  Mary,  Apr.  23,  1867 

Jno.Henryof  Feb.  26,  1869 

Mary  Eliz.of  Aug.    4,  1861 

MARRIAGES. 

Parrot,  Elizabeth,   of  Simon  to   Nathaniel 

Dyre,  Aug.     9,  1688 

Perry,  Peace,  of  Edward  to  John  Mumford, 

of  Stephen,  Oct.    — ,  1699 

Peckham,  William,  Jr.  to  Mary ,      June   10,  1708 

Peckham,  Joseph,  of  John  and  Sarah  to 
Mary  Evenings,  [Evans?],  of  Rich- 
ard and  Patience,  8,  1705 

Pocock,  Bridget  to  James  Gary,  Dec.      1,  1705 

Pope,  Mrs.  Sarah  to  Wm. ,  Barbadoes, 24,  1708 

Pelham,  Elizabeth  to  John  Goodson,  June    6,  1711 

Peckham,  Isaac  to  Barbara  Philips,  Nov.     8,  1711 

Peabody,  Joseph  to  Sarah  Allen,  Dec.  27,  1711 

Pitman,  Mary  to  Eleazer  Davenport,         Feb.  12, 1718-14 
Perkins,  Mrs.  Remembrance  to  Dr.   Henry 

Hooper,  .  Dec  1,  1716 
Peabody,  Hannah  to  Joseph  Cook,  May  28,  1717 
Pitman,  Joseph  to  Mary  Walhman,  Dec.  19,  1717 
Pelham,  Edward,Jr.  to  Arabella  Williams,  Mar.  14, 1717-18 
Parmay,  Christopher,  of  Christi  and  Eliza- 
beth to ,  Mac ,  ,  — ,  1718 

Registered  Mar.  10, 1718-19 
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Perkins,  William  to  Mary  Sherman,  Jan.  26,  1725-6 

Paul,  Joshua  to  Sarah  Sanford,  Mar.     31,  1726 

Peckham,  Hope  to  Robert  Bridges,  Sept.      7,  1729 

Pope,  Francis  to  Freelove  Easton,  Sept.    17,  1729 

Peckham,  to  Coggeshall, 

of  Thomas,  July  — ,  1731 

Pate,  Matthew,  to  Abigail  Greenman,  Dec.    30,  1733 

Peckham,  Clement  to  Elizabeth    ,    N. 

Kingstown,  [about  1735]? 

Pitman,  James  to  Sarah  Spooner,  ,  —  

Phillips,  Elinor  to  Zacariah  Cohen,  June  12,  1735 

Peckham,  \Vm.  Jr.  to  Phebe  Barker,  Jan.  22, 1735-6 

Peckham,  Clement,  to   Elizabeth  ,  N. 

Kingstown,  ,  — ,  

Potter  Elizabeth  to  Dudley  Hilton,  Feb.  25, 1738-9 

Peckham,  Sarah  to  William  Weeden,  10,  1739 

Popplestone,  Hannah  to  Samuel  Wilbore,   19,  1739 

Peckham,  Mary  to  Joseph  Bennett,  Sept.  25,  1739 

Peckham,  Joshua  to  )  c  ^i.    oo    itqq 

Peckham,  Ruth        | »      ^^P''  -^'  ^^^^ 

Peckham,  Mary  to    Hezekiah  Babcock,  S. 

Kingstown,  Jan.  3,  1739-40 

Peabody,  Rachael  to  Henry  Smith,  Apr.     26,  1740 

Pearce,  Elizabeth  to  John  Molten,  Oct.     23,  1740 

Pelham,  Arabella  to  John  Holman,  Sept.  24,'1740  or  41 
Pearse, Abraham  to  Mrs.Rebecca  Burgess,Oct.  29, 1740  orl 
Pinckney,  Lydia  to  Thomas  Atwood,  Apr.  23,  1741 
Pashley,  Joseph  to  Margaret  Boyd,  May    27,  1741 

Pillsbury,Mr8.Mary  to  Richard  Whitlemore,  Sept.  6,  1741 
Pelham,  Mrs.  Penelope  to  Joseph  Cowley,  Nov.   16,  1741  . 

Phillips,  Elizabeth  to Carr,  Nov.   15,  1741 

Peckham,  Freelove   to   Jonathan   Lawton, 

Portsmouth,  Dec.    10,  1741 

Paddock,  Rebecca  to  Thomas  Spooner,  June.  10,  1742 
Phillips,  Phebe  to  Jonathan  Sweet,  Aug.    12,  1742 
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Phillips,  Rachel  Allen  to  Richard  Swan,  Aug.  21,  1742 

Peckham,  Henry  to  Hart  Tewell,  Sept.  27,  1742 

Peacock,  Henry  to  Elizabeth  Carr,  Nov.  6,  1742 

Pinckney,  Jarvis  to  Lydia  Caswell,  Oct.  19,  1748 

Pritchard,  John  to  Phebe  Lee,  May  14,  1744 

Packer,  Hannah  to  George ,  Freetown,  Aug.  18,  1744 

Proctor, to  Eunice  Thorpe,  May  19,  1745 

Peabody,  Benjanain  to  Abigail  Lyon,  Aug.  7,  1746 
Peckham,   Lydia,   Middletown,  to  Elisha 

Gibbs,  Dec.  19,  1746 
Paine,     Sarah,     Jamestown,     to    Kendall 

Nicliols,  Jr.,  Mar.  13, 1746-6 

Pearson,  Samuel  to  Ann  Cornwell,  June  11,  1746 

Pitman,  Martha  to  James  Murphy,  June  29,  1746 

Potter,  Susannah  to  Constant  Tabor,  Mar.  25,  1748 

Power,  Richard  to  Margaret  Ward,  June  13,  1748 

Pitman,  John,  Jr.  to  Abigail  Nichols,  May  6,  1750 

Phillips,  Mary  to  Edward  Atwood,  July  12,  1760 

Phillips,  Erasmus  to  Abigail  Cahoone,  Oct.  4,  1760 

Paul,  Joshua  to    )  xt  4    itca 

Pike,  Judith        1 •  Nov.  4,1760 

Peckham,  Mary  to  John  Williams,  Nov.  8,  1750 

Price,  to  Mercy  Stevens,  — ,  1760 

Post,  John  to  Ruth  Downing,  Apr.  21,  1751 

Potter,  Christopher  to  Elizabeth  Hazard,  May  19,  1761 

Power,  Mary  to  Robert  Lamb,  Dec.  1,  1761 

Peckham,  Phebe  to  John  Machare,  — ,  1761 

Perry,  Susanna  to  Nathaniel  Tilee,  Jan.  36,  1752 

Phillips, to ,  Mar.  31,  1762 

Phillips,  Joseph  to  [Ruth]  Chapman,  May  7,  1752 

Perkins,  Henry  to  Phebe  Belcher,  Aug.  8,  1762 

Purchase,  Ann  to  Joseph  Jeffries,  Aug.  16,  1762 

Peck,  Wm.  Augustus  to  Mehitable  Treby,  Oct.  1,  1752 

Peckham,  Elizabeth  to  Daniel  Bosworth,  Oct.  12,  1752 

Paine,Philadelphia  to  Seth  Chase,Freeto'n,Nov.  16,  1762 
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Perry,  Phinchas  to  Elizabeth  Chapman,  Aug.  28,  175S 

Peckham,  Isaac  to  Ruth ,  [About  1754  ?} 

Pitcher,  Lucy  to  Willhm  Kirk,  June  80,  1764 

Partelow,  Richard  to  Elinor  Sheen,  Oct.  20,  1754 

Peterson,  Joseph  to  Maiy  Ring,  May  1,  175& 

Piatt,  Alice  Jamestown,  to  Jeremiah  Fish,   July  7,  1755 

Pitman,  John  to  Martha  Carey,  July  30,  1755 

Parkcom,  Elizabeth  to  James  Clarke,  Sept.  11,  1755 

Pate,  John  to  Sarah  Card,  Nov.  9,  1755 

Platts,  Hannah  to  William  Keen,  May  3,  1756 

Pease,  Mary  to  Robert  Stoddard,  Oct.  18,  1756 

Paul,  Sarah  to  Uzziah  Wilbur,  Nov.  11,  1756 

Pitman,  Sarah  to  William  Bentley,  Nov.  18,  1756 

Pate,  Abigail  to  William  Dyre,  Jan.  25,  1757 

Pate,  Dorothy  to  Joseph  Tripp,  Apr.  5,  1757 

Peckham,  Philip  to  Mary  Taggart,  June  1,  1757 

Pyne,  Joseph  to  Katherine  Hill,  Dec.  18,  1757 

Phillips,  Joseph  to  Hannah  Sanford,  June  28,  1759 

Phillips,  Elizabeth  to  John  Dunham,  Sept.  20,  1759 

Peterson,  Amos  to  Katherine  Warrin,  Oct.  7,  1759 

Peckham,  Joseph  to  Susanna  Mumford,  Oct.  14,  1749 

Peckham,  Enos,Middletown,  to  Ann  Hovey,  Nov.  15,  1759 

Pitman,  Mary  to  Robert  Taylor,  Jr.,  Dec.  5,  1759 

Phillips,  Mary  to  William  Joy,  Nov.  30,  1760 

Phillips,  Ruth  to  Jonathan  Cahoone,  Dec.  3,  1760 

Price, to  Mehitable  Chase, ,  1761 

Phillips,  Abigail   to  Walter  Clarke,  Apr.  19,  1761 

Polock,  Wilson  to  Sarah  Pate,  May  12,  1761 

Pitman,  Sarnh  to  James  Fox,  Aug.  6,  1761 

Pitman,  Mary  to  Thomas  Brown,  Nov.  19,  1761 

Phillips,  J j^gj 

Purchase,  Phebe  (                       *  * 

Pike,  Joseph  to  Elizabeth  Dedrich,  March  14,  1762 

Price,  Joseph  to  Abigail  Dunham,  Apr.  8,  1762 
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Powers,  Ann  to  John ,  Sept.27,[l762?] 

Potter,  Nathaniel  to  Priscilla  Lawton,  Oct.24,[1762  ?] 

Pease,  Martha  to  John  Davis,  ,176  [3  to  5] 

Polock,  Hannah  to  Isaac  Hart,  June  1,  1763 

Puffey,  John  to  Elizabeth  Harris,  Aug.  —,[1763  ?] 

Peckham,Wm.  Philad.,to  Esth.Lillibridge,Sept.22,  [1763?] 

Prior,  James  to  Lydia  Ingraham,  Nov.3,[1763?] 

Pierce,  Freelove  to  William  Godfrey,  Nov.  20,  1763 

Pettis,  Mary  to  Benjamin  Baker,  Feb.  14,  1764 

Pane,  Elizabeth  to  John  Stockford,  Apr.  29,  1764 

Phillips,  Elizabeth  to  William  Jackson,  Nov.  4,  1764 

Place,  Joan  to 
Piatt, 


Dec.   24,  1764 


.  Pierce,  Clothier  to  Mary  Hill,  Dec.   26,  1764 

i Phillips,  Benjamin  to  Mary  Sheldon,  Mar.  24,  1765 

Pettis,  Elizabeth  to  James  Allen,  Mar.   24,  1765 

Potter,  Rouse  to  Wait  Easton,  Dec.    20,  1765 

Pearson,  Ann  to  James  Lawrence  Apr.      3,  1766 

Pinnegar,  William  to  Amy  Clarke,  June  24,  1766 

Pinnegar,  Katharine  to  Benjamin  Hall,  Oct.     16,  1766 

Peckham,  Mary  to  John  Clarke,  Oct.    20,  1766 

Parker,  William  to  Deliverance  Prior,  Oct.      1,  1766 

Peckham,  Elizabeth  to  George  Hall,  Mar.  22,  1767 

Phillips,  Ruth  to  Robert  Simms,  June     4,  1767 

Peckham,  Rebeca  to  William  Hannah,  Sept.  12,  [176-?] 
Pendleton,  William  to   Martha   Brown,  of 

John  and  Ruth,  June  — ,  1770 

Pinnegar,Edmund,of  Wm.,  to  Martha  Bang, 18,  1770 

Perry,  George  to  Abigail  Williams,  Mar.   26,  1782 

Phillips,  John  to  Phebe  Ray,  May    10,  1782 

Pratt,  Wm.,  Bristol  to  Polly  Lawton,  Jan.     10,  1783 

Pearce,  Isaac,  Swanzey  to  Sarah  Bliss,  Mar.   14,  1786 

Potter,  Robert  Jr.,  to  Rebecca  Shaw,  May      8,  1786 
Pitman,  Thomas  Gilbert  to   Abigail   Hall, 

of  George,  May     4,  1788 
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Peckham,  Lydia,  of  Enos  to  Clark  Burdick, 

Johabod,  Charlestown,  Jan.     11,  1789 

Perry,     Stephen,     Hopkinton     to     Sarah 

Whitfield,  Feb.      1,  1789 

Peterson,  Sarah  to  James  Spear,  July     8,  1792 

Pearse,  Giles,  of  Rouse,  Little  Compton  to 

Sarah  Champlin,  of  Joseph,  Dec.    22,  1799 

Price,  Ann  to  William  Britton,  Apr.      5,  1804 

Pickering,  Benning,  of  Samuel,  Greenland, 
N.  H.  to  Miss  Nancy  Pierce,  of 
John  M.  Maclish,  Feb.    23,  1806 

Phillips,  James  to  Ruth  Johnson,  Prov.,      Oct.  '  23,  1806 

Peckham,  Clement  to  Mary  Pinnegar,  Mar.  18,  1810 

Perry,  Oliver  Hazard  to  Elizabeth  Champ- 
lin Mason,  May  5,  1811 

Petei*son,  Alexander  to  Sarah   Hazel,  Mar.  4,  1814 

Pitman,  Abby  of  T.  G.  to    Rev.    Ebenezer 

Coleman,  Tiverton,  Jan.  17,  1819 

Pearson,   James  to  Marj'  Cooper,  of  Chea- 

dale.  County  Chester,  England,  July  5,  1829 

Peckham,  Job   A.  of  Daniel    to   Elizabeth 

Swan  of  Richard,  July  18,  1830 

Peckham,  Perry  to  Abby  M.  Clarke,  Nov.  7,  1831 

Peabody,  Edwin  to  Catharine  Friend,  Oct.  25,  1832 

Perry,  Christopher  Grant  to  Fanny  Ser- 
jeant, Philadelphia,  May  31,  1838 

Partelow,  Ebenezer  to  Abby  Solasger,  Jan.  31,  1839 

Peckham,  Anna  E  to  John  Gould,  Middle- 
town,  Mar.  9,  1840 

Parker,  Samuel  A  to  Eleanor  H.  Sisson,        Mar.  16,  1840 

Pollard,  Albert  to  Elizabeth  J.  Harley,  Oct.  25,  1840 

Potter,  Capt.  Oliver  to  Catherine  Weaver,  Mar.  11,  1841 

Peabody,  Jeremiah  Jr.  to  Clarissa  Hall,  June  6,  1841 

Peai*son,  John  to  Hannah  Shaw,  Sept.  6,  1841 

Pattison,  Jonathan  to  Lydia  Hathaway,       Sept.  30,  1811 


r^i^ 
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Perry,   Elizabeth    Mason  to    Rev.  Francis 

Vinton,  Nov.  2,  1841 

Pearce,  Sarah  to  William  Braman,  Nov.  14,  1841 

Packer,   Elizabeth    Oilman   of  Elijah   and 

Mercv  to  Edward  C.  Locke  of  Na- 

thaniel  and  Rebecca,  Dec.  26,  1841 

Paull,  Benjamin  C.  Prov.  to  Sarah  R.  Carr,  Nov.  22,  1842 
Pike,  Elizabeth  to  William  Caswell,  Jr.,  Feb.  16,  1843 
Pitman,  Benjamin  to  Elizabeth  Hall,  Apr.  18,  1844 

Pattison,  Mary  Ann  to  Charles  Blackliu,  May  13,  1844 
Peckham,  Whitman  to  Amelia  Carr,  June  16,  1844 

Pattison,  Jane  to  John  Scott,  Sept.  2,  1844 

Parkerson,    Joseph,    Westerly  to  Caroline 

Brown,'  Middletown,  Sept.  21,  1845 

Parker,  Samuel  A  to    Hannah  D.  Stevens, 

of  John,  Oct.  16,  1845 

Pearce,  Hannah  J.   to   Lemuel  Grosvenor, 

Boston,  Oct.     21,  1845 

Peckham,  Benjamin    H.   to   Catharine    B. 

Anthony,  Dec.  25,  1845 

Pedre,  Enos,  Prov.  to  Cornelia  E.  N.  Ray, 

Charlestown,  Aug.   25,  1846 

Pratt,  Caroline  to  Samuel  Randall,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  25,  1846 
Perry  Emily  to  Henry  B.  Hill,  June   15,  1847 

Peckham, Cyrus  H.to  Catharine  R.  Slocum,  March  6,  1848 
Prior,    [Bryer?]    Elizabeth,     to     Leander 

Dunwell,  Seekonk,  Mar.    23,  1848 

Potter,  Deborah  Ann  to  Thomas  Stoddard,  Sept.   21,  1848 

Pitman,  George  W.,  Fall  River  to    [ a^i.      i     iQ^n 

Perkins,  Elizabeth,  New  Bedford     J  '  ^P^*      ^'  ^^^" 

Potter,  Frederick  to  Anna  Davis,  Aug.     3,  1851 

Powers,  John  to  Mary  Waters,  Oct.   17,  1858 

Peckham,  Anna  B.  to  Charles   B.  Burring- 

ton,  of  John,  Portsmouth,  Dec.  12,  1858 


WILL   OF   GOV.   CALEB   CARR.— 1698. 

In  the  Name  of  Q-od^  Amen, — The  eighth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
ninety-three  or  ninety-four,  I  Caleb  Carr,  of  Newport,  on 
Rhode  Island,  in  their  Majesties'  Colony  of  Rhode  Island, 
King's  Province,  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  New 
England,  in  America,   (Senior,)  being  at  this  time  aged, 

this  being  the year  of   my  age,  and  being  of  perfect 

mind  and  memory,  (thanks  be  given  unto  God  therefor,) 
calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body,  and  knowing 
that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  dye  ;  Do  make 
and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  manner  and 
form  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

First  and  Principally^  I  give  my  soul  into  the  hands  of 
God  who  gave  it  me ;  and  for  my  body,  I  recommend  it  to 
the  Earth,  to  be  hurried  in  Christian  and  decent  manner; 
and  as  touching  such  worldly  estate  wherewith  it  has 
pleased  God  to  bless  me,  in  this  life,  I  give,  devise, 
bequeath  and  dispose,  in  manner  and  form  following : 

Imprimis. — That  all  my  just  debts  which  I  do  owe  unto 
any  person  or  persons,  be  paid  in  convenient  time  after 
my  decease,  by  my  executor  hereinafter  named. 

Item. — Unto  my  dear  wife,  Sarah  Carr,  I  give  and  be- 
queath forty  pounds,  in  money,  to  be  paid  her  within  a 
year's  time  after  my  decease,  and  three  gold  rings  that 
she  hath,  one  of  which  my  will  is  that  she  shall  give  to 
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my  daughter  Sarah  Carr,  and  the  other  to  my  daughter 
Elizabeth  Carr,  and  the  other  to  whom  she  pleaseth. 
Also,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  wife  Sarah  Carr,  a 
silver  possnet,  and  the  cover  belonging  to  it,  and  two  sil- 
ver spoons,  and  one  milch  cow,  forty  sheep,  a  horse  or 
mare,  whether  of  which  she  shall  make  choice,  o£F  mine; 
also  my  great  looking-glass  and  the  new  great  Bible. 
Farther,  I  do  give  unto  my  said  wife,  Sarah  Carr,  the 
fifth  part  of  the  beds  and  bedding,  pewter  and  brass,  and 
the  fifth  part  of  all  other  the  household  stuff  that  I  do  not 
now  dispose  of  by  this  my  will,  nor  shall  not  dispose  of 
before  the  time  of  my  decease.  Farther,  I  give  and  be- 
queath unto  my  said  wife  Sarah  Carr,  my  negro  woman 
Hannah.  Farther,  my  will  is  that  my  said  wife  Sarah 
Carr,  shall  have,  after  my  decease,  the  house  wherein  my 
son  John  Carr  now  liveth,  on  the  backside  of  my  dwelling 
house,  to  live  in  during  the  time  of  her  widowhood,  to- 
gether with  privilege  in  the  yard  convenient  to  lay  her 
wood  in,  and  the  use  of  the  well,  for  her  own  use,  for  her- 
self and  family,  and  the  use  of  the  lower  garden,  to  the 
eastward  of  the  yard,  as  it  is  now  fenced  in  with  pale,  and 
wharfage  free  for  her  own  occasions,  without  charge  to 
her. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Nicholas  Carr, 
and  to  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
forever,  my  farm,  being  and  lying  on  the  island  of  Conan- 
icut,  containing,  b}'  estimation,  seven  score  acres,  which  I 
formerly  leased  unto  him,  for  about  twenty  yeai*s,  as  by 
the  said  lease  ma}' appear,  with  the  dwelling  house  he  now 
dwelleth  in  thereon,  and  all  other  outhouses,  buildings 
and  fences  thereon,  as  privileges  thereunto  belonging, 
which  belongeth  to  the  said  farm.  Also  that  right  in  the 
shore  of  Dutch  Island  which  belongeth  to  the  said  farm. 
Further,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  son  Nicholas 
Carr,  his  heii*s,  executoi-s,  administrators  and  assigns,  for- 
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ever,  forty  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the 
highway,  over  against  my  brother,  Robert  Carr,  his  land 
on  the  said  Conanicut  island,  as  also  ten  acres  of  land  on 
the  said  island  which  I  purchased  of  John  Peckham,  Jr.; 
and  also  twelve  acres  of  land  at  the  head  of  the  forty  acres 
aforesaid,  which  twelve  acres  I  purchased  of  Benedict  Ar- 
nold. Farther,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  son  Nich- 
olas Carr,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
forever,  one  fourth  part  of  share  of  land  on  Gould  island, 
as  also  twenty-five  feet  in  length  of  land,  from  the  west 
end  of  my  warehouse,  now  standing  upon  my  wharf  here 
in  Newport ;  the  said  land  to  be  twenty  feet  in  breadth, 
that  if  he  may  see  cause,  he  may  build  upon  it,  or  other- 
wise improve  it.  Farther,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
said  son  Nicholas  Carr,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  &c.,  my  great 
Bible,  my  seal  ring,  and  my  little  cabinet.  Farther,  my 
will  is  that  my  said  son  Nicholas  Carr,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid,  unto  my  now  wife,  Sarah 
Carr,  yearly,  during  the  time  of  her  widowhood,  twenty 
shillings  a  year,  in  wood  or  provisions,  equivalent  to 
money,  and  that  my  said  son  Nicholas  Carr,  shall  have 
privilege  of  my  wharf,  here  in  Newport,  for  his  own  occa- 
sions. 
Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Caleb   Carr, 

and  to  his  heii*s,  &c.,  the  land  at  Conanicut,  which  I 
bought  ',of  Jireh  Bull,  Thomas  Waterman  and  Richard 
Dunn,  with  the  home  and  housing  now  upon  it,  which  he 
now  liveth  in,  with  the  right  in  Dutch  Island  belonging 
unto  the  said  land  ;  and  also  one-quarter,  or  one-fourth 
part  of  my  land  at  Gould  Island,  and  the  gold  ring  I  do 
now  weare,  commonly  called  hand  in  hand  and  heart  be- 
tween ;  And  my  desk  with  drawers  for  writings.  Far- 
ther, my  will  is,  that  my  said  son,  Caleb  Carr,  shall  pay 
unto  my  now  wife,  Sarah  Caar,  yearly  during  her  widow- 
hood twenty  shillings  a  year,  in  wood  or  provisions  equiv- 
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alent  to  money,  delivered  her  here  upon  the  wharf.  I 
do  also  give  and  bequeathe  unto  my  said  son,  Caleb  Carr, 
all  my  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  forty-eight  acres  of 
land  which  I  purchased  of  the  said  Arnold. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son,  John  Carr, 
my  dwelling-house  I  now  live  in,  above  the  highway, 
here  in  Newport,  with  all  the  housing  and  land  I  bought 
of  Mr.  Benedict  Arnold  in  his  life  time,  and  all  which  I 
give  unto  my  son,  John  Carr,  as  above  mentioned,  only 
reserving  the  out-house  where  he  now  liveth,  and  the 
garden  next  the  said  house,  for  my  wife,  Sarah  Carr  to 
enjoy  and  improve  during  the  time  of  her  widowhood, 
and  privilege  to  lay  her  wood  in,  and  to  the  well  of  water, 
and  to  the  cellar  of  the  great  house,  to  make  a  little  room 
therein  for  her  own  use,  with  the  privilege  to  go  thereto. 
Also  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  said  son,  John  Carr, 
my  whole  part  of  Rose  Island,  and  the  whole  of  my 
warehouse  standing  upon  my  wharf  in  Newport,  and 
all  my  woolen  apparel,  the  grate  and  irons,  the  iron 
jacks  for  the  chimney,  the  great  tongs  and  fire  shovel, 
one  iron  spit  and  the  great  table  in  the  hall  or  parlor  of 
my  dwelling  house,  an<l  forms  belonging  to  it. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  son  Edward  Carr,  and  to  his  heirs, 
&c.,  fifty  Hcres  and  half  acre  of  land  at  Conanicut,  which 
I  bought  of  Jeremiah  Willets,  and  sixty-five  acres  of  land 
on  said  Conanicut  island,  which  I  bought  of  John  Green 
and  Henry  Bassett,  as  also  the  right  to  Dutch  Island,  be* 
longing  to  the  said  land,  with  all  the  privileges  belonging 
to  those  lands ;  and  also  one-fourth  part  of  my  halfe  of 
Gould  Island  ;  and  my  Indian  boy  Tom  ;  my  pair  of  little 
stilliards,  my  wearing  linen ;  and  whatsoever  I  have  for- 
merly given  unto  him  ;  and  the  chest  that  stands  in  the 
hall,  which  I  had  of  Moses  Pachech,  the  Jew. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son,  Francis 
Carr,  one-half  of  my  right  to  the  house  and  lot,  that   I 
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bought  of  Mr.  Anthony  Haywood ;  and  also  my  half 
share  of  land  at  Coeset,  that  I  bought  of  Maj.  John 
Green,  and  also  a  twenty  shilling  piece  of  gold,  a  sil- 
ver spoon,  and  one-fifth  part  of  my  household  stuff,  beds, 
bedding  and  furniture,  that  I  may  leave  behind  me  at 
my  death. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son,  James  Carr, 
one-half  of  my  right  into  the  house  and  land  which  I 
bought  of  Mr.  Anthony  Haywood ;  and  also  my  right  in 
Misquammacuck  lands,  and  a  piece  of  gold,  a  silver 
spoon    and   one-fifth   part   of  my  homestead   stufi^,  beds, 

bedding  and  furniture  tliat  I  may  leave  behind  me  at  my 
decease. 

Item, — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  djiughter,  Mercy 
Paine  and  her  husband,  Thomas  Paine  or  the  longest 
liver  of  them,  all  the  land  which  I  j)urchased  of  the  town 
of  Newport,  adjoining  to  the  house  my  said  son  Thomas 
Paine  hath  let  unto  Mr.  William  Brindley,  here  in  New- 
port, which  said  house  was  purchased  of  my  son,  Caleb 
Carr  ;  also  I  give  unto  them,  or  the  longest  liver  of  them, 
one-fourth  part  of  my  share  of  Gould  Island,  and  what- 
soever I  have  formerly  given  her.  Farther,  I  give  to  my 
said  daughter,  Mercy  Paine,  my  silver  beer  bowl,  to  be 
kept  by  her  in  remembrance  of  me  as  long  as  she  liveth, 
and  at  her  decease  to  be  disposed  of  to  whom  she  pleaseth. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter,  Sarah 
Carr,  and  to  her  heii^s,  &c.,  the  home  and  land  thereunto 
belonging,  which  I  bought  of  Henry  Palmer,  here  in 
Newport,  and  also  a  twenty  shilling  piece  of  gold,  a  sil- 
ver spoon,  one-fifth  part  of  my  household  stuff,  beds,  bed- 
ding and  furniture  that  I  may  leave  behind  me  at  my  de- 
cease ;  five  pounds  in  money  to  be  paid  her  by  my  execu- 
tors. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter,  Elizabeth 
<3arr,  ye  house  and  land  which  I  bought  of  Ruth  Pierce, 
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w  .1)^  which  Thomas  Paine  now  liveth  here  in  Newport ; 

iaU  -uM  uiy  negro  boy  Jo,  and  my  silver  Caur,  twenty 

y^uvfs  ont»  piece  of  gold,  a  silver  spoon,  one-fifth  part  of 

rujk  ?K>us(ehoId  stuff,  beds,  bedding  and  furniture   that   I 

tua\   Uiiive   behind   me  at  my  decease ;   and  within    two 

\cai>i  iiftttr  my  decease  ten  pounds  in  money  to  be   paid 

hvi  bv  n»y  executors. 

lUm* — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  grandson.  Job  Carr, 

iho  .^i>ii  of  my  son,  Samuel  Carr,  the  house  wherein  John 

l>Mvw  now  liveth,  at  the  sign  of  the  ship,  here  in   New- 

puvt :  and  ye  long  house  above  it  and  all  ye  land  I  bought 

\yi  Ml".  .Arnold,  westward  of  the  highway, and  northward 

\}i  w   hijchway  which  belongeth  to    the  said  housing,  all 

which  I    give   and   bequeath    to   ray  said   grandson.  Job 

(^rtir,  iiiily   reserving   a   cart-way  to   the  warehouse   and 

whurf;  and  my  will  is,  that    what  I    have  given    to   my 

yiaiHlHdri  Job  Carr,  shall   be  kept  in  the   hands  of  my  ex- 

isr.iifdrH  until  he  comes  of  age,  and  then  delivered  to  him, 

tiiid  in  ye  mean    time  the  income   thereof  to  be  paid  by 

thrin  towards  the  bringing  him  up. 

lUm, — My  will   is,   that  if  any  of  my  sons,  Nicholas, 

()»il«b,  John  and  Edward  Carr,  or  my  grandson  Job  Carr, 

Aoti   of  my  son   Samuel    Carr,  should  die   without  issue, 

thitn  what  I  liave  given  to  either  of  them  shall  be  equally 

dividi'd  amongst  the   rest  that  survive   them*,   they,  my 

M^iiiH  Nicholas,  Caleb,  John  and  Edward,  and  Samuel  the 

ffith<rr   of    rny   grandson   Job  Carr,   having  all   had  one 

iMOtlM'r.     And  if  any  of  my  four  children  which   I   have 

SinA   by   my  now   wife,  Sarah   Carr,  should  die   without 

h<rii>,  \\m'A\  what  I  have  given  to  either  of  them  shaU  be 

^/{iially  divided  amongst  the  rest  of  these  four,  for  they 

\\V^.^\^M  had  all  one  mother.     Farther,  my  will  is,  that  if 

Ui'j  wif<;  Sarah  Carr.  the  mother  of  these  last  four  children, 

Kiaii'riw,  Jain^rM,  Sarah  and  Elizabeth,  which  I  had  by  her, 

AftiL^e  /;aiiM;  to  take  all   or  any  of  them,  for  ye  bringing  o^ 
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them  up,  then  she  shall  have  the  estate  which  I  have 
'given  10  them  coinmitte<l  to  her  management  for  ye  bring- 
ing of  them  up  till  they  come  of  age,  and  then  by  her  de- 
livered unto  them,  the   boys,  their  part,  when  they  arrive 
to  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  girls  their  parts  at 
eighteen  years  of  age,  or  day  of  marriage.     But  if  she  ac- 
cept not  the»eof,  then   they  shall  be   taken  care  of  and 
brought  up  to  learning  at  the  discretion  of  my  executors, 
according  to  this  my  will.     And  farther  my  will  is,  that 
if  my  wife  Sarah  Carr  accept  not  of,  nor  be  satisfied  with, 
what  I  have  given   her  by   this   my  will,  in  lieu  of  her 
dowry,  and  give  discharge  under  her   hand  and  seal   that 
my  estate  shall  not  be  troubled  nor  disturbed  by   herself, 
or  any  other  person,  by,  from,  or  under  her,  in  the  hands  of 
these  I  have  bequeathed  it  unto,  but,  on  the  contrary  she 
shall  cause  disturbance  unto  them  in  the  possession  thereof, 
about  her  dowry,  then  my  will  is  that  my  executors  shall 
take  all  my  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  into  their  hands, 
and  whatsno vor  she  shall  recover  shall  be  abated  out  of  what 
estate  I  gave  unto  my  four  children  which  I  had  by  her  ; 
and  in  lieu  thereof,  only  twenty  pounds  apiece  shall   be 
paid  to  each  of  them   by  my  executors  hereafter  named, 
and  for  all  other  lands  that  are  mine,  and  not  disposed 
of    by  me   in   this  my  will,   I    give  and    bequeath  to 
my  grandchildren,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them. 
And  of  thisy  my  last  will  and  testament,  I  make  and  ordain 
my  well  beloved  sons  Nicholas  Carr,and  Caleb  Carr,  my  full 
and  whole  executors ;  and  if  one  of  them  dye,  then  my 
will  is,  the  other  of  them    that  shall  survive,  shall    be 
full    and  whole    executor    thereunto;  and     do  utterly 
disallow,  revoke,  annul  and  make   void,  all   and   every 
other  former  testaments,  wills,  legacies^  bequeaths    and 
executors,  by  me,  in  any  wise  before  this  time  willed  and 
bequeathed,  ratifying  and  confirming  this  and  none  other 
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to  be  my  last  will  and  testament.    In  witness  whereof  I 

have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  ye  day  and  year 

above  written. 

Caleb  Cabb. 

Signed,  sealed  an  declaired  by  ye  said  Caleb  Carr,  to 

to  be  his  last  will  and  testament  in  the  presence  of  us. 

Robert  Gardner, 

Nicholas  Easton, 

Ephraim  Turner. 

[The  above  will  was  proved,  Newport,  Jan.  6,  1695-6.    Gov. 
Caleb  Carr  was  drowned,  Dec.  17, 1695.] 


MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  WARWICK,  IN  THE 
FIRST  BOOK  OF    MARRIAGES,  OF  PER- 
SONS   FROM    NEWPORT    AND 
BRISTOL  COUNTIES,  R.  I. 


CONTBIBUTED   BY   BENJAMIN   W.   SMITH. 

"David  Shippe,  of  Mansfield,  and  Margaret  (illegible) 
of  Jamestown,  August  15,  1664. 

Daniel  Green,  of  Warwick,  and  Elizabeth  Anthony,  of 
Portsmouth,  August  3,  1665. 

Francis  Gil  bourne,  of  Portsmouth,  and  Mary  Wickes, 
daughter  of  John,  of    Warwick,  June  9, 1671. 

John  Crandall,  Jr.,  of  Newport,  and  Elizabeth  Gorton, 
daughter  of  Samuel  (Senior,)  of  Warwick,  June  10,1672. 

John  Holmes,  of  Newport,  and  Mary  Greene,  widow  of 
William,  of  Warwick,  October  l:i,  1680. 

John  Battey,  son  of  Samson,  of  Jamestown,  and  Mar- 
garett  Carr,  daughter  of  Nicholas,  of  Jamestown,  Septem- 
ber 18,  1707. 

John  Green,  son  of  Thomas,  of  Warwick,  and  Deborah 
Carr,  daughter  of  Caleb,  of  Jamestown,  December  6, 
1711. 

Willm  Schreich  "Schoolmaster,"  of  Warwick,  and 
Sarah  Irish,  of  Little  Compton,  December  4th,  1712. 

Thomas  Tibbits,  of  Warwick,  and  Elizabeth  Wood,  of 
Little  Compton,  Nov.  15, 1716. 

Charles  Holden,  son  of  Charles,  of  Warwick,  and  Par- 
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nellipee  Bennit,  daughter  of  John,  of  Newport,  Dec.  18, 
1716. 

Nathaiiial  Medberry,  of  Barrington,  and  Dorithy 
Brown,  of  Barrington,  March  27,  1718. 

Ht'zekiah  Gorton  and  Annie  Carr,  (married  in  James- 
town but  no  residence  given,)  August  20,  1719. 

John  Westgeate,  of  Warwick,  and  Patience  Carr, 
daughter  of  Edward,  of  Jamestown,  July  9th,  1723. 

Kesolved  Waterman,  son  of  John,  of  Warwick,  and 
Sarah  Carr,  daughter  of  Edward,  of  Jamestown,  Oct.  12, 
172:J. 

John  Ilammit,  son  of  John,  of  Newport,  and  Dorithy 
Koads,  daughter  of  Malachy,  of  Warwick,  Dec.  13,  1726. 

James  Ilitt,  of  Kingstown,  son  of  James,  of  Portsmouth, 
and  Uenewed  Sweet,  daughter  of  James,  of  Warwick, 
July  1st,  1727. 

John  Waterman,  son  of  John,  of  Warwick,  and  Han- 
nah Townsend,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Catherine,  of 
Newport,  June  5,  1729. 

Williall  Bennit,  of  Warwick,  and  Hannah  Capwell,  of 
Jani(.*htown,  (^ct.  2,  1731. 

Daniell  Green,  of  Warwick,  and  Temperance  Harris,  of 
New  Shoreham,  Nov.  11,  1731. 

Thankfull  Collins,  son  of  Thomas,  of  Warwick,  and 
Lydia  Burgess,  of  Tiverton,  Dec.  3,  1738. 

Thomas  Freeborn,  son  of  Gideon,  of  Portsmouth,  and 
Klizaheth  Thomas,  daughter  of  George,  of  Kingstown, 
January  30,  1734-5. 

John  Dexter,  son  of  Thomas,  of  Barrontown,  and 
Kuth  Utter,  daughter  of  William,  of  Warwick,  March 
17,  1736-6. 

Benjamin  Jefferson,  of  Newport,  and  Elizabeth  Green, 
daughter  of   WUliam,  of  Warwick,  August  9, 1737.*' 


WILL  OF  JOHN  BAILEY.    1733. 


CONTBIBUTED    BY  H.  H.  8WINBUBNB. 

''The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  John  Bailey^  aged  80 
years.  In  The  Name  of  God  Amen,  I  John  Bailey  of 
Newport  in  ye  CoUony  of  Rhoad  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations  In  New  England  yeoman  Being  in  Good 
health  of  Body  and  of  a  Perfect  Sound  Disposing  mind 
memory  and  understanding  Praised  Be  the  Lord  There- 
fore Considering  Ye  Uncertainty  of  this  my  Naturall  Life 
and  the  Necessity  of  Settling  this  my  Temporal  Estate  In 
Order  to  my  Great  Change  when  It  shall  please  the  Lord 
to  Call  me  hence  Do  make  and  ordain  this  my  Last  Will 
and  Testament  (That  is  to  Say)  Principally  and  first  of 
all  I  give  and  Recommend  my  Soul  unto  the  Hands  of  My 
Creator  hopeing  for  the  Sake  and  upon  the  account  of  the 
Sole  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  my  only  Saviour  &  Redeemer 
to  Be  Everlastingly  Saved  and  my  Body  I  Commit  to  the 
Earth  therein  to  Be  Decently  Buried  at  the  Discretion  of 
My  Executor  Herein  after  nominated. 

And  As  to  that  Temporal  Estate  It  Hath  Pleased  the 
Lord  to  Bless  me  with  In  this  Life  after  all  my  Just  Debts 
and  funerall  Expences  are  Honestly  paid  and  Discharged 
I  Give  Devise  and  Dispose  of  the  Same  as  followeth : 

Imprimii. — Whereas  It  Hath  Pleased  the  Lord  Lately 
to  Remove  my  Son  William  Bailey  By  Death  In  Consid- 
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eration  thereof  I  Do  hereby  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  Hu 
Eldest  Son  Williani  Bailey  my  GrHiidsoii  and  to  His  Heirs 
and  assigns  for  Ever  my  Two  Eighteen  acre  Lotts  of  Land 
Situate  Lying  and  Being  In  ye  Township  of  Little  Coinp- 
ton  In  ye  County  of  Bnstoll  In  ye  Pi-ovince  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  In  New  England  The  which  said  Lotts 
are  Bounded  Westerly  on  the  Sea  Northerly  on  Land 
Given  and  Belonging  to  His  Brother  George  Bailey  (an- 
other of  my  Grandsons)  Easterly  Partly  on  Land  of 
Thomas  Church  Esq  and  Partly  on  Land  of  me  the  ad 
John  Bailey  and  Southerly  on  Land  of  said  Church  More- 
over I  Bequeath  unto  my  Said  Grandson  William  B&iley 
and  to  His  Heirs  and  assigns  one  other  Piece  or  Paroell  of 
Land  adjoining  unto  the  one  of  the  Eighteen  Acre  Lotts 
above  Bequeathed  Him  and  Bounded  Northerly  on  a  Wall 
by  a  Drift  Way  Easterly  on  Land  of  His  Brother  Samuel 
Bailey,  (another  of  my  Grandsons)  Southerly  on  Land  of 
Said  Thomas  Church  and  Westerly  on  Two  Eighteen 
Acre  Lotts  of  Land  &  upon  one  above  Bequeathed  to  my 
Said  Grandson  William  Bailey  and  also  upon  the  Land 
Given  and  Belonging  to  my  Said  Grandson  Samuel  Bailey 
moreover  I  give  to  my  Said  Grandson  William  Bailey  one 
Quarter  Part  of  my  neat  Cattle  they  Being  a  part  of 
which  His  Father  Died  Seized. 

Item. — Whereas  roy  Son  William  Bailey  By  and  la  His 
Last  Will  and  Testament  Did  Give  and  Bequeath  unto 
His  Son  John  Bailey  (my  Grandson)  Two  Eighteen  Acre 
Lotts  of  Land  in  Little  Compton  aforesaid  I  the  Said  John 
Bailey  Do  now  hereby  Ratifie  and  Confirm  ye  Said  Be- 
quest unto  Him  my  Said  Grandson  John  Bailey  Having  In 
my  Self  Good  Right  and  full  Power  So  to  Do  and  that 
the  Said  Two  Eighteen  Acre  Lotts  of  Land  So  Given  En- 
ure unto  Him  His  Heirs  and  assigns  forever, 

Moreover  I  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Said  Grandson 
John  Bailey  and  ta-  His  Heirs  and  asuigns  for  Ever  One 
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Peice  or  Parcell  of  Land  In  Little.  Compton  aforesaid 
Lying  and  adjoining  to  the  Eastward  of  the  Said  Eighteen 
Acre  Lotts  which  makes  the  Westerly  Bounds  thereof 
and  Is  also  Bounded  Northerly  on  Land  of  my  Grandson 
Greorge  Bailey  Southerly  on  ye  Wall  by  ye  aforesaid  Drift 
Way  and  Easterly  on  a  Stone  wall  Begun  and  Part  made 
In  order  to  Divide  ye  aforesaid  Peice  of  Parcell  of  Land 
the  which  to  Be  the  extent  of  Said  Bequest  In  ye  Said 
Peice  or  Parcell  of  Land. 

Item. — I  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Grandson  Samuel 
Bailey  (son  to  my  son  William  Bailey  aforesaid  Late  De- 
ceased) and  to  His  Heirs  and  assigns  for  Ever  One 
Eighteen  Acre  Lott-of  Land  in  ye  Township  of  Little 
Compton  aforesaid  Lying  Between  the  ministry  Lott  of 
Eighteen  Acres  and  ye  Eighteen  Acre  Lott  of  Land  Be- 
longing to  Him  the  Said  Samuel  Bailey  and  also  the  other 
Peice  of  Land  Lying  In  Little  Compton  aforesaid  bound- 
ed Westerly  on  ye  afore  mentioned  Wall  Begun  (and)  In 
order  to  Divide  the  Said  Peice  of  Land  abovementioned 
Given  to  my  Said  Grandson  John  and  Is  Bounded  East- 
erly on  Land  Given  to  and  Belonging  to  my  Said  Grand- 
son John  Southerly  on  ye  Wall  by  the  aforementioned 
Drift  Way  and  Northerly  on  Land  Given  to  and  Belong- 
ing to  my  Grandson  George  Bailey. 

Item. — ^I  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  In  Law 
Dorothy  Bailey  one  Third  Part  of  the  Rent  or  Income  of 
all  my  Real  E^state  above  Bequeathed  to  my  four  Grand- 
sons Viz't  William,  Samuel,  John  and  George  Bailey  Dur- 
ing the  Term  of  their  minority,  the  Better  to  Enable  her 
Id  ye  Bringing  up  of  my  Grand  Children  (Yiz't)  ye  Chil- 
dren of  my  Said  Son  William  Bailey  &  as  my  Said  Grand- 
sons arrive  to  the  age  of  Twenty  one  years,  my  Will  Is 
that  they  Successively  Take  Into  Possession  and  Enjoy 
their  Respective  Portions  above  Bequeathed,  also  further 
my  mind  and  Will  Is  That  In  Case  my  Said  Daughter  la 
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Law  Dorothy  Shall  alter  her  Condition  by  marriage  in  ye 
time  of  the  minority  of  any  of  my  afore  named  Grand, 
sons  yt  Then  Her  Ineome  above  Bequeathed  out  of  my 
Real  Estate  Shall  Cease  and  Terminate. 

Item. — I  Bequeath  unto  my  Dear  Grandsons  above- 
named,  one  fourth  or  Quarter  Part  of  all  my  Sheep  and 
Lambs,  which  their  Father  had  In  Possession  at  The  Time 
of  His  Discease  Equally  to  Be  Divided  amongst  them. 

Item. — I  Bequeath  unto  all  my  Grandchildren  ye  Chil- 
dren of  my  Said  Son  William  Bailey  Deceased  ye  sum  of 
One  hundred  Pounds  In  silver  money  at  Eight  Shillings 
P  ounce  Equally  to  Be  Divided  amongst  them  all  which 
Being  ye  Portion  In  full  I  Intended  for  their  Father. 

Item. — I  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Grandson  George 
Bailey  above  named  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  pounds  In 
LawfuU  Bills  of  Publick  Credit  to  Be  paid  unto  Him  by 
my  Executor  when  He  Shall  attain  to  the  Age  of  Twenty 
One  years  and  yt  During  the  Time  of  His  minority  my 
Executor  to  Improve  the  Said  Sum  at  Interest  for  ye  Bea-^ 
efit  of  my  Said  Grandson  So  that  He  may  Receive  the 
Interest  with  the  Principall  at  ye  age  of  Twenty  one 
years  as  aforesaid. 

Item. — I  give  and  Bequeath  to  my  Son  Thomas  Bailey 
and  His  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  Ever  all  the  Rest  and  Res- 
idue of  my  Upland  Salt  marsh,  meadows,  and  Ledges 
which  are  Scituate  Lying  and  Being  In  the  Township  of 
Little  Compton  aforesaid  which  He  now  Is  In  ye  Posses- 
sion of  with  all  the  Buildings,  Profits,  Privileges  and  ap- 
purtenances thereon  and  thereunto  Belonging,  Together 
with  one  other  Part  of  all  my  Neat  Cattle,  Sheep  and 
Lambs  (that  Is)  one  fourth  Part  of  Each  Together  with 
ye  Sum  of  One  hundred  Pounds  In  Silver  money  at  Eight 
shillings  P  ounce  and  also  ye  Sum  of  One  hundred 
Pounds  in  Good  and  Lawfull  Bills  of  Public  Credit  of 
Vsw  England. 
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It€m* — Whereas  I  have  already  Confirmed  by  Deed  to 
my  son  John  Bailey  one  Certain  Peice  or  Parcell  of  That 
my  Farm  Land  Scituate  and  Being  In  the  Township  of 
Newport  aforesaid  which  I  Lately  Purchased  of  John 
Mumford  I  now  therefore  by  these  Presents  Do  Give  & 
Bequeath  all  the  Rest  and  Residue  of  my  Said  Town 
Land  In  Newport  aforesaid  thereto  adjoining  (Being  the 
whole  farm  which  I  Bought  of  said  Mumford)  unto  Him 
my  Said  Son  John  Bailey  and  to  His  Heirs  &  assigns  for 
Ever,  and  also  one  other  fourth  Part  of  all  my  Neat  Cat- 
tle Sheep  and  Lambs  (That  Is)  a  fourth  Part  of  Each. 

Item. — I  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Son  Samuel  Bai- 
ley and  to  His  Heirs  and  assigns  for  Ever  the  one  half  of 
that  Ti*act  or  Parcell  of  Land  Scituate  Lying  and  Being 
In  ye  Township  of  Portsmouth  In  ye  County  of  Newport 
aforesaid  which  I  Purchased  of  Thomas  Cornell  (He  my 
Said  Son  Samuel  Being  already  Seized  of  the  other  half 
thereof)  also  to  my  Said  Son  Samuel  Bailey  and  to  His 
Heirs  and  assigns,  I  Give  and  Bequeath  all  the  Rest  and 
Battdue  of  my  Lands  and  Buildings  lu  ye  Township  of 
Newport  aforesaid,  which  Said  Lands  Is  Contained  In 
Two  Peices,  or  Parcells,  The  One  Parcell  thereof  where- 
oa  my  Dwelling  House  now  Stands  Is  Bounded  Southerly 
OQ  Land  of  Samuel  Thurston,  Westerly,  Northerly  and 
Easterly  on  High  Ways  and  the  other  Parcel  of  Said  Land 
Is  Bounded  as  by  the  Several  Deeds  thereof  may  more 
fully  appear  RefTerence  thereto  Being  had  with  all  the 
Pjrofits  Priviledges  and  appurtenances  thereto  Belonging 
Together  with  ye  Sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  In  Silver 
money  at  Eight  Shillings  P  ounce,  and  one  Other  fourth 
Part  of  all  my  Neat  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Lambs  (that  is)  a 
fourth  Part  of  Each  Moreover  I  Bequeath  unto  my  Said 
Son  Samuel  Bailey  ye  Sum  of  Six  hundred  and  Twenty 
Pounds  In  Good  and  LawfuU  Bills  of  Publick  Credit 
of  New  England  to  Be  paid  out  of  my  Bills  of  Credit  by 
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my  Executor  as  Speedily  as  may  Be  In  order  that  my  Said 
Sod  Samuel  may  have  ye  Same  To  Discharge  ye  mortgar 
ges  on  the  Lands  herein  Given  Him,  and  also  the  Bonds 
Given  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Collony  aforesaid  to  Lett 
cot  the  Collonys  Bills  of  Publick  Credit  and  also  my 
Bonds  Given  to  the  General  Treas'r  for  ye  Payment  of  the 
Interest  accruing  on  ye  Principall  for  which  my  Said  Land 
Is  Mortgaged. 

Item. — I  Give  to  my  Daughter  Mary  Reynolds  ye  Sum 
of  five  Pounds  In  Good  and  Lawfull  Bills  of  Publick 
Credit  as  aforesaid  Besides  what  I  have  heretofore  Given 
Her. 

Item, — I  Give  and  Bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Abigail 
Weeden  ye  Sum  of  Twenty  Pounds  In  Like  Lawfull  Bills 
of  Publick  Credit  as  aforesaid,  She  Having  already  Re- 
ceived a  Competency  out  of  my  Estate. 

Item. — I  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Grand  Daughter 
Sarah  Walsworth  ye  sum  of  Two  hundred  Pounds  Eightj 
Pounds  Part  thereof  In  Silver  Money  at  Eight  Shillings 
P  ounce,  and  One  hundred  &  Twenty  Pounds  ye  Residue 
thereof  in  Good  and  Lawfull  Bills  of  Publick  Credit  of 
New  England  to  be  paid  unto  Her  within  one  year  next 
after  my  Decease  Provided  She  aquits  my  Executors  on 
acco'tt  of  ye  Estate  Left  of  my  Daughter  Ruths  or  any 
other  Demand  Whatsoever  upon  my  Estate  She  having 
already  Received  of  me  ye  whole  of  That  Estate  Left  Her 
by  Her  Father. 

Item. — I  Give  to  my  Grandson  Benjamin  Bailey  (Son  to 
my  Son  John  Bailey)  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  In  Silver 
Money  at  Eight  Shillings  P  ounce  to  Be  paid  unto  him 
when  he  attains  to  the  age  of  Twenty  one  yeara. 

Item. — I  Give  and  Bequeath  to  my  Two  Grand  Chil- 
dren ye  Children  of  my  Daughter  Abigail  Weeden  Viz't 
Mary  Weeden  and  William  Weeden  to  Each  of  them  the 
Sum  of  one   hundred  Pounds  In  Like  Bills  of  Credit  a^ 
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abovesaid  to  be  paid  unto  Each  of  them  Immediately  after 
ye  Decease  of  their  mother  and  That  During  the  Inter- 
vall  my  Will  Is  that  my  Executor  Do  take  Good  Care  to 
Improve  their  Respective  Portions  at  Interest  Rendering 
ye  Same  to  my  Daughter  Abigail  yearly  and  every  year 
During  Said  Intervall  (as  It  Becomes  Due)  for  Her  Bet- 
ter Support  In  her  Declining  years,  moreover  I  Bequeath 
unto  my  Said  Grand  Children  Viz't  William  Weeden  and 
Mary  Weeden  ye  Sum  of  fifty  pounds  In  Silver  Money  at 
Eight  Shillings  P  ounce  Equally  to  Be  Divided  Between 
them  and  to  be  paid  unto  them  as  They  Successively  ar- 
rive to  the  age  of  One  and  Twenty  years  and  In  Case  of 
Death  In  Either  of  them  In  their  minority  that  then  the 
Portion  of  Him  or  her  Deceasing  Shall  devolve  to  the 
Survivor  of  them. 

Item, — I  Bequeath  to  Each  of  my  Two  Daughters  In 
Law  (Viz't)  Martha  Simms  and  Jane  Rogers  ye  Sum  of 
Five  Pounds  In  Like  Bills  of  Credit  as  abovesaid  on  Con- 
dition that  they  Discharge  my  Executor  on  Acco'tt  of  the 
Estate  Left  of  my  Daughter  Ruth  of  which  She  Died 
Seized  and  also  what  Each  of  them  have  already  Re- 
ceived. 

Item. — I  Give  to  Each  of  my  Three  Sons  In  Law  Viz't 
Daniel  Sabeer,  Jabez  Reynolds  &  William  Weeden  Ten 
Shillings  In  Bills  of  Pubilck  Credit  To  Be  paid  unto  them 
within  one  year  Next  after  my  Decease. 

Item. — I  Bequeath  all  my  Husbandry  Geer  whatsoever 
Equally  Between  my  Two  Sons  Viz't  John  Bailey  and 
Samuel  Bailey,  Moi*eover  I  Bequeath  to  my  Said  Son 
Samuel  all  my  Looms  and  Weaving  Tackling  thereto  Be- 
longing together  with  all  my  Hay  and  other  Fodder,  on 
the  Lands  herein  before  Given  Him,  Together  with  all  my 
Beef  Pork  Butter  Cheese  Grain  &c.  Laid  In  Store  for  my 
use  and  Familys  where  I  now  Dwell. 

Item. — I  Bequeath  to  my  Two  Sons  Samuel  Bailey  an4 
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Thomas  Bailey  all  my  Household  Stuff  whatsoever. 
Equally  to  Be  Divided  Between  them. 

Item. — I  Give  moreover  unto  my  Son  Thomas  Bailey 
the  Sum  of  Four  hundred  and  Twenty  Pounds  In  Good 
and  LawfuU  Bills  of  Publick  Credit  as  aforesaid  to  Be 
Disposed  of  at  His  Discretion. 

Item. — I  Give  and  Bequeath  to  my  Daughter  In  Law 
Alice  Bayley  (In  Consideration  of  that  Tender  Care  (and 
Regard)  She  Takes  of  me  In  my  Declining  years)  the 
Sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  Intirely  to  Be  at  Her  own 
Disposall  to  Be  paid  In  Bills  of  Credit  as  aforesaid. 

Item. — After  all  my  Just  Debts  Funerall  Expences  and 
Legacys  are  paid  and  Discharged,  I  Give  all  the  Remain- 
ing Part  of  Personall  Estate  undisposed  of  unto  my  Son 
Thomas  Baileyand  for  the  Preventing  all  Differences 
which  may  happen  to  arise  amongst  my  Children  or  Grand 
Children  Concerning  my  Estate  or  ye  Estate  by  my 
Daughter  Ruth  Late  Deceased  Do  therefore  further  De- 
clare my  Mind  and  It  Is  my  Will  that  If  any  of  the  Leg- 
atees Herein  Before  named,  Children  or  Grand  Children 
will  not  Conform  to  and  Rest  Satisfied  with  my  manner 
of  Disposeing,  ordering  or  Giving  the  Same  that  then  & 
In  Such  Case  the  Portion  of  Legacy  of  Him,  Her  or  they 
that  shall  move  any  Suit  In  Law  or  Disturbance  Shall 
Revert  to  my  Executor  to  Enable  Him  the  Better  to  De- 
fend ye  other  Part  of  my  Estate  against  Such  Suit  or  Dis- 
turbance. 

Item. — I  Do  nominate  appoint  Constitute  make  and  Or- 
dain my  Son  Thomas  Bailey  Executor  of  This  my  Last 
Will  and  Testament  Desireing  Him  to  Take  Care  and  See 
ye  Same  fulfilled  according  to  the  True  Intent  and  Mean* 
ing  hereof  and  that  my  s*d  Executor  Shall  have  The  Lib- 
erty of  one  years  Time  after  my  Decease  Before  He  pays 
any  Portion  or  Legacy  above  by  me  Bequeathed  (the 
Portion  to  my  Son  Samuel  Only  Excepted.  In  Witness 
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whereof  I  have  hereunto  Sett  my  hand  and  affixed  my 
Seal  the  Eighth  Day  of  the  month  Called  May  In  ye 
Seventh  year  of  His  Majesties  Reign  George  ye  Second 
by  ye  Grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Brittain  &o  Annoque 
Domini  1788. 


John  I.  Bailby,  ( ) 

X               \  Seal  } 
His  Mark  &  Seal    ( ) 


Signed  Sealed  Published 
Pronounced  &  Declared  all 
This  the  aforewritten  by  ye 
Said  John  Bailey  to  Be  His 

Last  Will  &  Testament  In 

ye  Presence  of 

James  Clarke 

William  Sanford 

Mary  Sanford'* 

[The  above  will  was  proved  Newport  Feb.  2, 1735-6.] 


GENEALOGICAL  NOTES  FROM  EARLY  WILLS. 


Contributed  hy  Henry  H.  Swinburne. 

Thomas  Hart. — Will  of  Thomas  Hart,  made  March 
22, 1670,  proved  August  7, 1671,  mentions  wife  Freeborn, 
eldest  son  John,  daughter  Mary  Hart,  son  James,  son 
Thomas,  father-in-law  (probably  step-father)  John  Gould, 
mother  Margaret  Gould. 

Robert  Spink. — Will  of  Robert  Spink  of  Aquidneset 
in  the  king^s  province  or  Narragansett  country,  made  De- 
cember 2,  1685,  proved  March,  1695,  mentions  eldest  son 
Robert,  son  John,  son  Shebnah,  son  Nicholas,  son  Samuel, 
son  Ishmael,  son  Benjamin,  eldest  daughter  Margaret 
Vaughn,  now  wife  of  George  Vaughn,  of  Greenwich, 
daughter  Sarah  Spink,  not  yet  21  years  of  age,  daughter 
Elizabeth  Spink,  not  yet  21,  wife  Alice  Spink. 

Jonathan  Marsh. — Will  of  Jonathan  Marsh,  of 
Jamestown,  made  June  9, 1704,  recorded  Jamestown  July 
8, 1704,  mentions  sons  William  and  Jonathan,  wife  Phebe, 
(formerly  wife  of  Oliver  Arnold,)  cousin  Hester  Palmer, 
daughter  of  sister  Sarah  Palmer,  son-in-law  Oliver  Arnold, 
daughter-in-law  Freeborn  Arnold,  kinswoman  Abigail 
Remington. 

Thomas  Stabb. — Will  of  Thomas  Starr,  of  Newport, 
house-carpenter  made  October  29,  1704,  mentions  wife 
Ruth,  son    Thomas,    son   Jehosiphat,    daughter    Sarah, 
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daughter  Elizabeth,  daughter  Hannah.  The  Will  of 
Thomas  Starr  was  proved  January  1,  1704.5. 

IfiAAG  Georqb. — Will  of  Isaac  George,  of  Newport, 
yeoman,  made  June  28, 1731,  proved  May  7, 1733,  men- 
tions daughter  Mary  Hart,  granddaughter  Ruth  Hart, 
daughter  Martha  Allen,  daughter  Elizabeth  Rise  (Rice?) 

William  Holmes. — Will  of  William  Holmes,  mari- 
ner, signed  12th  reign  of  Queen  Ann  1712-13,  recorded 
Newport  April  14,  1720,  mentions  his  mother  Mary, 
brother  Nicholas  Carr,  Jamestown,  sister  Frances  Carr, 
Jamestown,  sister  Ann  Peckham,  sister  Deborah  Man- 
chester, sister  Mary  Dyre,  of  Kingstown,  sister  Phebe 
Holmes. 

JoNATBAK  Holmes. — Will  of  Jonathan  Holmes,  of 
Newport,  made  1705,  recorded  in  Newport  Nov.  5,  1713. 
This  will  is  also  recorded  at  Perth  Ambo}',  N.  J.,  Book  A. 
B.  7.  p  119.  Mention  is  made  of  wife  Sarah,  sou  Obadiah, 
son  Jonathan,  son  Samuel,  daughter  Sarah  Oulde,  daugh- 
ter Mary  Easton,  daughter  Katharine  Whitman,  deceased, 
daughter  Martha  Tillinghast,  daughter  Lydia  Holmes,  son 
Joseph,  brother  John  Holmes. 

Samuel  Cabb. — Will  of  Samuel  Carr,  of  Newport, 
gunsmith,  made  June  12,  1739,  proved  August  7,  1739, 
mentions  wife  Mary,  son  Caleb,  son  Samuel,  son  Ebenezer, 
•on  John,  daughter  Wait  Carr. 

[Samuel  Carr  was  sou  of  John  and  grandson  of  Caleb. 
See  settlement  of  John  Carr's  estate,  Historical  Magazine 
No- 1,  vol.  3.  p.  28.] 

Maby  Cabb. — Will  of  Mary  Carr,  widow  of  Samuel, 
of  Newport,  made  July  13,  1745,  proved  January  5,  1746, 
mentions  son  Caleb,  son  Samuel,  son  Ebenezer,  sister  Su- 
sannah Greene,  deceased,  son  John,  grandson  Samuel  of 
Caleb,  grandson  Caleb  of  Caleb,  cousin  Mary  Wicks  and 
her  daughter  Wait,  sister  Elizabeth  Greene,  daughter 
Wait  Carr,  deceased. 
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Nicholas  Cabb. — Will  of  Nicholas  Carr,  Jamestown, 
made  June  10, 1708-9,  mentions  son  Nicholas,  son  ThomaSp 
son  Benjamin,  daughter  Margaret  Batty,  daughter  Jane 
Carr,  daughter  Mary  Carr,  daughter  Rebecca  Carr,  dauglfe- 
ter  Ann  Carr,  brother  Capt.  Thomas  Paine,  brother  Edr 
ward  Carr. 

Caleb  Cabb. — Will  of  Caleb  Carr,  Jamestown,  made 
Jan.  27  "Ist  of  William  K  of  Gt.  B."  Proved  Newport 
March  8, 1689-90,  mentions  wife  Philip,  eldest  son  Caleb^ 
son  William,  cousin  Nicholas  Carr,  son  Robert,  son  Job» 
daughter  Mary  Carr,  daughter  Philip  Greene,  not  yet  18 
years  of  age,  father  Major  John  Greene,  brother-in-law^ 
Peter  Greene. 


WILL  OF  LEWIS  LATHAM. 


Through  the  kindness  of  J.  O.  Austin,  Esq.«  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  we  are  enabled  to  give  our  readers  a  copy  of 
the  will  of  the  Hon.  Lewis  Latham,  falconer  to  King 
Charles  L  Frances,  daughter  of  Lewis  Latham,  was  the 
wife  of  Gov.  Jeremiah  Clarke,  of  Newport,  R.  I.  Gov. 
Clarke  died  Feb.,  1651.  His  widow  subsequently  mar-  ^ 
cied  Rev.  Wm.  Vaughan,  the  first  paster  of  the  Fiiafr  it 
Baptist  church,  of  Newport.  She  died  Sept.,  1677.  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  inscription  on  the  tombstone 
erected  to  her  memory,  in  the  common  ground,  Newportt 
B.L: 

Here  Lyeth  ye  Body  of 
Mrs.  Francis  Vaughan, 
Alius  Clarke,  ye  mother 
of  ye  only  children  of 
Capt'n  Jeremiah  Clarke. 
She  dyed  ye  1  Week  in 
Sept.  1677,  in  ye  67th 
year  of  her  age. 
Following  the  will,  will  be  found  an  interesting  state- 
ment relative  to  the  Lathams,  furnished  us  by  Frederic 
▲•  Holden,  Esq.,  of  Washington,  D.  0. 


^JBgtraeted  from  the  Principal  Registry  of  the  Prolate^ 
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Divorce   and  Admiralty  Division  of   the  High  Court    of 
Justice. 

In  the  Prbrogativb  Coubt  of  Cantbbbuby. 

In  the  name  of  Q-od^  amen.     The  sixth   day  of  May  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  God  one  thousand  six  hundred  fifty 
and  three,  I  Le\¥is  Latham  of  Elveston  in  the  county  of 
Bedford,  gentleman,  being  of  perfect  health  and  memory, 
doe  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  in 
manner  and  form  foUowinge,  that  is  to  say;  First  and  es- 
peoially  I   bequeath  ray  soule  into  the   hands  of  Jesus 
Christ  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer  with  the  full  and  cer- 
tain  assurance   of  the   free  pardon  and  remission  of  all 
my  sinnes  in  and  by  and  through  the  merritts,  death  and 
passion  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer  and 
my  body  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came  to  be  buried 
att  the  discretion  of  my  Executrix  hereafter  named,  and 
for  my  worldly  goods  as  followeth :    Imprimis. — I  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  two  sonnes  Henry  Latham  and  John 
Latham  twelve  pence  a  piece,  if  they  demand   it.     Item, 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughters  Ann  Seagar  Frances 
Clarke  Katharine  Gamett  and  Elizabeth   Bibble   twelve 
pence  a  piece  if  they  come  to  demand  it.    Item.    I  give 
and  bequeath  to  Ellen  Sherringham  my  daughter   twelve 
pence   if  she   come    and  demand   it.    Item.    I   give   to 
Winyfred  Dewnes  one  bedsteade  without  furniture  there- 
to belonging.     All  the  rest  of  my  goods  chattels  and  cat- 
ties whatsoever  I  give  and  bequeath   to  Whinethred   my 
loving  wife  whom  I  make  Executrix  of  this   my  last  will 
and   Testament,  and  I   doe   hereby   utterly  revoke   and 
disannul  and  make  voyde  all  and  every  other  and  former 
will  whatsoever  heretofore  made  by  me  the  sayd  Lewis 
Latham.     In  witness  whereof  I  the  sayd  Lewis   Latham 
have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  and  scale  the  day  and  year 
flmt  above  written.    The  marke  of  Lewis  Latham,  read. 
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signed,  sealed  and  deliv'd  in   the  presence   of    Robert 
Ferneld — Jane  Farnell — Susanna  Farnell. 

This  will  was  proved  at  London  the  1st  day  of  Sept- 
ember in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred 
fifty  and  five  before  the  Judges  for  Probate  of  Wills  and 
grantinge  administrations  lawfully  authorized  by  the  oath 
of  Winythred  Latham  the  relict  of  the  sayd  deceased 
and  sole  Executrix  named  in  the  last  will  and  Testament 
of  the  sayd  deceased  to  whom  was  committed  admon.  of 
all  and  signlar  the  goods  chattels  and  debts  of  the  sayd 
deceased  shee  the  sayd  Winythred  Latham  being  firste 
sworn  by  virtue  of  a  comission  well  and  truly  to  adminis- 
the  same." 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Newport  Historical  Magazine: 

The  following  statement  may  be  of  some  use  and  inter- 
est, I  trust,  to  your  Rhode  Island  readers.     The  Roman 
numerals  represent  successive  generations  : 
I.  Henby  Torbeck. 
.  II.  RoBBBT  FiTZ  Hbkby,  founder  of  Burscough. 

ni.   RiGHABD   FiTZ   RoBBBT. 

IV.  RiCHABD  Latham,  paid  100  s.  for  his  relief  of  8 
Carucates  of  land  in  Lodhun,  b  Henry  III.  A.  D.  1221. 

V.  RoBEBT,  LoBD  OF  LATHAM,lived  temp.  Henry  III. 
1216—1272,  and  temp.  Edward  L  1272—1307.  Married 
Amicia,  sister  and  co-heir  of  Thomas,  Lord  and  Baron  of 
Alfreton  and  Norton. 

VI.  Sib  Robebt  de  Latham  in  20  Edward  I.  A.  D. 
1292,  gave  Musborough  to  his  brother,  he  died  18  Edward 
II.  A.  D.  1325;  married  Katharine,daughter  and  heiress  of 
Sir  Thomas  de  Knowsley,  by  whom  that  estate  was 
brought  into  the  family. 

VII.  Edwabd  Latham,  styled  Latham  of  Parabold,  in 
a  deed  dated  39  Edward  IIL  A.  D.  1866,  from  whom  La- 
tham of  Parabold. 
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The  descent  from  Edward  Latham  is  not  recorded, 
(Baine's  Hy.  Lancaster,  England,  Vol  III.  p.  479,)  bat 
among  the  pleadings  in  the  Duchy  Court  in  9  Elizabeth 
A.  D.  1567,  Richard  Latham  claims,  as  seized  in  fee  of 
the  manor  of  Perbolde,  from  a  number  of  persons,  rents, 
services,  and  suit  to  the  Court  called  the  Halmote  at  Per- 
bolde.    (Duchy  Records  Vol.  82.  I.  n.  9.) 

The  last  named  Richard  was  grand  father  of  Richard 
Latham  of  Parbold,  born  1620,  and  married  Katharine 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Massey  of  Puddington. 

There  is  a  break  for  200  years  in  the  Records  we  have 
in  America,  brought  from  Lancaster  County,  and  the  his- 
tory above  cited  says  Edward's  descent  is  not  recorded. 
But  in  1567  Richard  Latham  claims  rents  &c.  &o.  when 
the  Hon.  Lewis  Latham,  Falconer  to  the  King  was  12 
years  of  age. 

The  coat  of  arms  on  the  Lewis  Latham  portrait,  and 
those  of  the  Latham  family  in  England  are  identical. 
He  was  a  venerable  looking  man,  with  a  long  flowing 
beard,  reaching  to  his  bosom,  and  wearing  a  dress  appro- 
priate to  his  station. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  families  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  Buck  county,  Pensylvania,  descend  from 
Lewis  Latham. 

Photographs  of  the  portrait  of  this  illustrius  man,  who 
was  buried  at  Elston,  County  of  Bedford,  England,  May 
15, 1655,  aged  100  years,  can  be  had  of  the  undersigned 
at  $1.00  each,  or  six  for  $5.00. 

Faedbaio  Augustus  Holden, 
Room  185  6.  L.  O.  Washington,  D.  C. 


ROLL  OF   CAPT,  BELCHER'S  COMPANY,  1756. 


CofUributed  hy  CoL  William    Gilpin. 

At  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  held,  Newport, 
R.  L,  Oct.  14, 1756,  it  was  ^'voted  that  a  regiment  of  four 
hundred  men,  including  the  sixty  ordered  to  be  raised  by 
this  Assembly  at  their  last  session,  and  excluding  officera, 
be  forwith  raised  in  this  colony  and  sent  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  the  forces  already  raised  by  this  colony,  and  gone 
on  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point.*'  A  committee 
consisting  of  James  Honyman,  Jeremiah  Lippitt,  Job 
Randall  and  John  Walson,  with  Samuel  Ward  were 
appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  The 
committee  soon  reported  an  ^^act  for  raising,  sub- 
stituting and  paying  four  hundred  men  to  be  sent 
to  Albany  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  army  gone  upon 
the  expedition  against  Crown  Point."  The  act  au- 
thorized the  Governor  to  ^^forwith  issue  his  warrants  to 
the  proper  officers  to  call  together  all  the  companies  of 
horse  and  foot  in  the  colony  on  Thursday,  Oct.  21,  in 
order  to  enlist  or  draught  out  of  them  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  to  complete  the  regiment ;  and  that  all  persons, 
between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty,  in  the  colony,  be, 
upon  this  occasion  put  into  the  lists  of  the  several  com- 
panies within  the  district  of  which  they  respectively 
dwell,  excepting  the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  assist- 
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ants,  house  of  Deputies,  Justices  of  the  superior  and  in- 
ferior courts,  Sheriffs,  Treasurer,  Clerks  of  the  courts, 
Justices  of  the  peace,  commissioned  officers  in  the  several 
troops  and  companies,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  all 
those  who  have  sustained  the  offices  of  Governor,  Depu- 
ty Governor,  assistants,  and  Justices  of  the  courts,  to- 
gether with  all  those  who  have  made,  or  shall  make  oath 
or  affirmation  that  it  is  against  their  conscience  to  bear 
arms.'*  The  bounty  paid  on  enlistment  was  X4. 10  s, 
and  thirty  shillings  wages  per  month  during  service. 

The  officers  of  the  company  chosen  by  the  Assembly 
were : 

FxTzt  Company. 
His  Honor  the  Governor,  Stephen   Hopkins,  Colonel. 
James  Angel,  First  Lieutenant. 
Isaac  Olney,  Second  Lieutenant. 
Caleb  Harker,  Adjutant. 

Second  Company. 
Benjamin  Wickham,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
Augustus  Johnson,  First  Lieutenant. 
Benjamin  Thayer,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Third  Company. 
Joseph  Champlin,  Esq.,  Major. 
John  Taylor,  of  South  Kingstown,  First  Lieutenant. 
Henry  Shearman,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Fourth  Company. 
Joseph  Belcher,  Captain. 
Benjamin  Dunham,  First  Lieutenant. 
Josias  Rogers,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Fifth  Company. 
William  Richmond,  Jr.,  Captain. 
William  Gardner,  Jr.,  First  Lieutenant. 
Jeremiah  Briggs,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Sixth    Company. 
John  Winson,  Captain. 
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Stephen  Arnold,  First  Lieutenant. 
Benjamin  Butler,  Second  Lieuteuant. 

Seventh  Company. 
Joseph  Coggeshall,  Captain. 
Moses  Warren,  First  Lieutenant. 
Thomas  Rathbum,  8d.  Second  Lieutenant. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  roll  of  one  of  the  New- 
port Companies : 

^^Roll  of  men  enlisted  under  the  command  of  Joseph  Bel- 
eher.  Captain  of  the  Fourth  Company.  Benjamin  Bun- 
ham  J  First  Lieutenant,  Josias  Rogers^  Second  Lieutenant. 

*•  Agreeably  to  act  of  Assembly  made  and  pased  in  New- 
port, the  14th  day  of  October,  17£6,  in  the  thirtieth  year 
of  his  Majesty's  reign,  George  the  Second,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  &c.  To  join  the  forces  already  gone  on  the  ex- 
pedition against  Crown  Point  under  command  of  the 
Earl  of  Loudon,  to  continue  in  the  service  not  exceeding 
two  months,  unless  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  make 
their  longer  continuance  necessary. 
Oct.  18.  Jeremiah  Exceen.    Oct.  18.  John  Cook. 

♦*      19.  Joseph  Hoxsie.  *•     19.  Edmond  Bell. 

''     20.  John  Lamb.  ««     20.  Joseph  Moss. 

"      •*    Geo.  Whitehouse      "      "    Jos.  Gladding,  Jr. 

•*       ♦*    Abner  West.  ••      "    William  Cheats. 

•*      "    Oliver  Crary.  "     21.  Charles  Cook. 

**      21.  MarmadukeWard.    **      "    William  Moriss. 
**      "    George  Harkness.      "      ••    Samuel  Younge. 

•»       **    Lillibridge  Worth.     "      "    John  Thurston. 

**       •*    Lawrence  Pain.         "       "  William  Priston. 

«*      •*    Morgan  Nowlian.       "      "  Thomas  Tew. 

*«      "    Silvanus  Strange.      "     22.  Pascha  Whetford. 
20.  James  Lewis.  '^     20.  Philip  Summers. 

Philip  Smith.  '•       "    Ichabod  Smith. 

••      «    KeptaneLacy.  "      "    Thomas  Howell. 

*•      **    Bichard  Wollard.      "     21.  Gilbert  Pitman. 
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OcL  31.  Thomais  Brown.       Oct»  24.  Francis  Morgan. 
"^^     38^  Alers^der  Macholy.  *^     22.  Stephen  Be^rs. 
"^     SSk  Thomas  Hammond,  Clerk,  drawn  in  the  room  of 
James  Wanton.     Drawn  by  lottery. 

*^     31«  Benjamin  Borden.     John  Dunham. 

"A      ^    Jofk  Dentery.  Oct.  21.  Jonathan  Lawrence* 

^      ^    Nathaniel  Penning.    "       "    William  Lawless. 
%^      I*    George  Thurrill.       "      ♦*    Michael  Bourne. 


NEWPORT    ANTMTAMP    ACT     RESOLUTIONS- 

1769. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  the  st^amp  act  in  Ameri- 
ca, most  of  the  colonies  passed  resolutions,  and  formed  as- 
sociations, and  agreed  not  to  import  or  use  goods  imported 
from  Great  BritHin,  until  the  obnoxious  act  was  repealed 

At  the  town  meetings  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newport, 
resolutions  were  passed  requesting  the  people  to  lessen, 
the  use  of  superfluities,  and  particularly  the  following  ar- 
ticles imported  ^rom  abroad:  ^^oaf  sugar,  cordage,  an- 
chors, coaches,  chaises  and  carriages  of  all  sorts,  horse 
furniture,  men's  and  women's  apparel  ready-made,  house- 
hold furniture,  gloves,  sole  leather,  shoes,  deck  nails,  gold 
and  silver  and  thread-lace  of  all  sorts,  diamonds,  stone 
and  paste,  snufif,  mustard,  clocks,  watches,  silversmiths* 
and  jewelers'  ware,  broadcloths  that  cost  above  ten  shil- 
lings a  yard,  muffs,  furs  and  tippets,  and  all  sorts  of  mil- 
linery ware,  starch,  fire-engines,  china  ware,  silk  and  cot- 
ton velvets,  linseed  oil,  glue,  cambrics,  silks  of  all  kinds, 
malt  liquors  and  cheese."  At  a  meeting  of  the  merchants 
of  Newport  held  Oct.  30,  1769,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  and  signed  by  fifty-one  tradesmen  of  tlie 
colony.  The  resolutions  were  published  in  the  Newport 
Mercury  of  Nov.  18, 1769,  and  entered  upon  the  records 
of  the  Town. 

'*We  the  subscribers,  merchants  and  others,  inhabitants 
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of  the  town  of  Newport,  iu  the  English  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island,  being  sensibly  affected  with  the  great  prejudice 
done  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  distressed  state  to  which 
the  British  Colonies  are  reduced,  by  several  acts  of  Par* 
liament  lately  passed,  by  some  of  which  the  monies  that 
the  colonies  usually  and  cheerfully  spent,  in  purchase  of 
all  sorts  of  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain,  are  now« 
to  their  grievance,  wrung  from  them  without  their  con- 
sent, and  applied  by  the  ministry  almost  totally  to  the  sup- 
port of  new-created  commissioners  of  customs  and  novel 
ministerial  officers ;  and  whei*eas  the  colony  labors  under 
a  heavy  load  of  debt,  incurred  in  course  of  the  late  war» 
and  the  inhabitants,  by  this  means,  must  for  some  time 
be  subject  to  very  burdensome  taxes ;  and  finding  it 
necessary,  in  order  to  extricate  us  out  of  these  embar- 
rassed and  distressed  circumstances,  to  adopt  every  plan 
of  economy  that  can  be  admitted  among  us ;  Do  therefore, 
hereby,  sincerely,  and  of  our  own  free  will  and  accord,  prom- 
ise and  engage  to  and  with  each  other,  that  we  will  withr 
out  evasion  or  equivocation,  faithfully  and  truly  keep  and 
observe  ths  following  resolutions  : 

First.  That  we  will  encoura<?e  and  promote,  to  the  ut- 
most of  our  power,  the  use  of  North  American  manufac- 
tures in  general,  and  those  of  this  colony  in  particular. 

Second.  That,  from  and  after  this  day,  we  will  not  im- 
port into  this  colony  any  British  manufactures  or  East  In- 
dia goods,  on  our  own  account,  or  on  commission,  (but 
such  as  are  already  ordered  and  cannot  be  countermand- 
ed) either  from  Great  Britain  or  any  other  place  what- 
ever (except  such  articles  of  the  produce  or  manufacture 
of  Ireland  as  may  be  immediately  and  legally  brought 
from  thence),  until  the  revenue  act  imposing  duties  on 
paper,  glass,  &c.,  is  repealed,  excepting  only  the  following 
articles,  viz:  Woolen  clothSy  not  exceeding  four  shillings 
fiterling  per  yard,  8alt^  coaU^  fish-hooks^  hemp^  dacky  ossenr 
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Mff$9  har^lead^  gunpowder^  shot^  chalky  wool-cards^  wire^  ttn- 
plates^  flints^  drtigs  and  medicines^  hatters^  trimmingi  emd 
mathematical  inetruments  that  cannot  be  made  in  America. 
Third.  That  we  will  immediately  countermand  all  or- 
ders for  British  and  East  India  goods,  provided  the  said 
act  should  not  be  repealed,  excepting  the  articles  before 
mentioned. 

Fourth.  That  we  will  not  purchase  from  any  transient 
persons,  or  non-subscribei*s,  any  kind  of  British  or  East 
India  goods  that  shall  be  imported  into  this  colony,  from 
and  after  Thursday,  for  the  time  above  limited,  excepting 
the  articles  before  enumerated. 

Fifth.  That  we  will  sell  and  dispose  of  the  goods  we 
have  now  on  hand,  or  that  may  arrive  in  consequence  of 
former  orders,  at  the  same  rate  and  prices  as  heretofore. 

Sixth. — That  if  any  British  or  East  India  goods  should 
be  consigned  or  sent  us,  contrary  to  our  agreement  in  this 
subscription,  such  goods  shall  be  stored,  or  reshipped  from 
this  colony. 

Seventh.  That  we  will  use  the  utmost  economy  in  our 
persons,  families  and  furniture,  particularly  at  the  death 
of  any  of  our  relations  we  will  use  no  mourning^  nor  give 
scarf e^  rings  or  gloves  at  funerals. 

Uighth.  That  we  will,  by  our  example,  and  all  other 
legal  ways  and  means  in  our  power,  promote  and  encour- 
age industry  and  frugality,  and  discourage  all  manner  of 
luxury  and  extravagance. 

Ninth.  That  if  any  British  or  East  India  goods,  ex- 
cepting the  articles  before  enumerated,  should  arrive  in  this 
colony  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  upon  our  ac- 
count, in  consequence  of  orders  that  we  have  already 
transmitted  to  our  correspondents  in  Great  Britain  or 
elsewhere,  we  do  hereby  agree  to  store  them,  and  we  will 
not,  either  by  ourselves  or  any  other  person,  offer  or  ex- 
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pose  any  of  them  for  sale,  till  the  act  complained  of  i$  re- 
pealed. 

Lastly.  That  we  will  look  on  every  inhabitant  who  re- 
fuses or  neglects  to  sign  this  agreement  as  unfriendly  to 
his  country ;  and  every  subscriber  to  these  resolutions 
who  shall  not  strictly  and  literally  adhere  to  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  will  de- 
serve to  be  treated  with  contempt." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  trade  and  inhabitants  of  Newport, 
held  on  Monday,  Aug.  20,  1770,  presided  over  by  Thomas 
Cranston,  Esq.,  the  above  resolutions  were  again  read, 
and  among  other  resolutions  the  following  was  adopted : 

^^Resolved,  That  we  will  adhere  to  and  support  the  non- 
importation agreement  entered  into  by  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town  on  the  30th  of  October  last,  as  long  as  a  major- 
ity of  the  colonies  who  have  entered  into  similar  agree- 
ments shall  adhere  to  and  preserve  the  same." 

The  inhabitants  of  Newport,  in  Town  meeting,  held 
Jan.  12,  1774,  passed  the  following : 

*^  Whereas^  The  East  India  Company,  notwithstanding 
the  resolutions  of  the  colonies  not  to  import  tea  while  it 
remains  subject  to  a  duty  in  America,  have  attempted  to 
force  large  quantities  thereof  .into  some  of  our  sister  colo- 
nies without  their  consent  in  order  to  be  sold  in  this 
country ;  and  Whereas,  they  may  attempt  to  introduce  it 
into  this  colony,  we,  the  inhabitants  of  Newport,  legally 
convened  in  Town  meeting,  do  firmly  resolve. 

First.  That  the  disposal  of  tlieir  own  property  is  the 
inherent  right  of  freemen  ;  that  there  can  be  no  property 
in  that  in  which  another  can,  of  right,  take  from  them, 
without  their  consent ;  that  the  claim  of  Parliament  to 
tax  commerce  is  a  claim  of  right  to  levy  contributions 
upon  us  at  their  pleasure. 

Second.     That  the  duty  imposed   by  Parliament  on  tea 
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is  taxing  the  Americans,  or  levying  contributions  on  them 
without  their  consent. 

Third.  That  a  virtuous  and  inflexible  opposition  to  the 
ministerial  plan  of  governing  America  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, to  preserve  even  the  shadow  of  liberty,  and  is  a  duty 
which  every  freeman  in  America  owes  to  the  country,  to 
himself,  and  to  his  posterity. 

Fourth.  That  the  resolution  lately  entered  into  by  the 
East  India  Company  to  send  out  their  t^a  to  America, 
subject  to  the  payment  of  a  duty  on  being  landed  here,  is 
an  open  attempt  to  force  the  ministerial  plan,  and  a  vio- 
lent attack  upon  the  liberties  of  the  Americans. 

Fifth.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  American  to  op- 
pose this  attempt ;  that  whoever  shall,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, countenance  this  attempt,  or  in  any  wise  aid  or  abet  in 
unloading,  receiving,  or  vending  the  tea  sent  out  by  the 
East  India  Company,  or  by  any  other  person,  while  it  re- 
mains subject  to  the  payment  of  a  duty  in  America,  is  an 
enemy  to  his  country." 

Chapman. 


3(OTES  AXD  QFERIBSL 
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TtiMiauLS  HoTKixs^  or  Pbotidcxcs  — Smntge^  in  bis  Geneal- 
g^jtc^  DkoottirT,  Dcces  as  follows:  **llioaija  Hof^ms,  in  FroTi- 
«il^Q»>r^  l^>41.  BkJLTraeii  Eliniteili  AnkOucL  daagiiter  of  WiDiim  Ar- 
HkmI^  i^  first.  HaJ  WIHiaRi  sad  Thjouis, — I  suppose  he  hjid  Jo- 
$11^^  abkI  perluip^  ocber  ciiDdnMi^ceiladQ  Hiilimm,  and  died  1G99." 

Ti^2>f  bai^  been  modk  oi^scnrinr  resdng  upon  tlie  subject  of  this 
|^t4^<c  during  what  vas  sB^ipi]as)ed  to  be  the  latter  period  of  his  life. 
K^Ytd^noe  ivcoids  are  silent  ie;ganiing  him  at  a  later  date  than 
l<^4^;  but  a  deed  of  conrejance  of  land  from  the  son  William  to 
b«^  brother  TThoinas.  dated  Dec  27, 16^,  in  wnich  it  is  represent- 
<hl  that  the  land  conreved  **iormerhr  belonj^ed  to  their  honored  far 
lh^r«  Thomas  Hopkins,  deceased/*  is  conc^nsiTe  evidence  that  the 
»ubi^*t  i>f  Sava^*s  note*  who  died  in  1699,  was  not  the  parent  of 
\YiUiam  and  Thv^uas,  but  another  person  bearing  the  same  name. 

lutVrmation  recently  received  from  a  perfectly  reliable  source, 
)d\ow:ik  that  the  fir^t  Tliomas  died  at  a  plantation  called  Little  worth, 
il^  tht^  township  of  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  in  the  summer  or 
^rW  fail  of  16^,  while  residing  with  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  who 
ha^i  marrieil  Richard  Kirby,  by  whom  she  had  several  children« 
A\^\  that  she  had  two  children  before  she  married  Elrby,  named 
lohabiHl  and  Anne  Hopkins.  This  latter  fact  would  suggest  the 
idt>a  that  the  daughter  Elizabeth  was  a  daughteMn-law,  and  her 
tlrtit  hutilmud  a  sou  of  Thomas,  whose  name  has  not  come  down  to 
)u>«tt^rity.  Tho  records  of  Oyster  Bay  show  that  the  identity  of 
Thonuui  of  Providence,  subsequently  of  Oyster  Bay,  is  complete, 
luanumoh  as  William  and  Thomas,  the  sons,  took  action  relative 
to  tht)  aottloment  of  his  estate  at  Long  Island,  on  being  notified  of 
Ui^lr  fatlier*a  death  in  September,  1684. 
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It  is  presumed  that  on  the  breaking  out  of  King  Philip's  war  in 
1675,  Thomas,  who  was  then  about  60  years  old,  with  a  part  of  his 
family  sought  an  asylum  abroad  to  escape  the  perils  incident  to  that 
struggle,  and  Elizabeth  marrying  there,  made  a  permanent  home 
for  them  which  prevented  their  return  to  Providence. 

There  are  descendants  of  the  family  yet  living  in  that  vicinity. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  Savage  incident- 
ally notes  that  Willam  Arnold's  daughter  Elizabeth  may  have  maiv 
ried  William  Carpenter,  thus  confounding  the  authority.  Circum- 
Btances  tend  strongly  to  the  belief  that  this  latter  rendering  is  cor- 
rect. A.  H. 

Providence,  B.  I. 


An  Old  Post  Office  Bill.— The  following  is  a  copy  of  an 
account  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly,  Aug.  19, 1740.  Cuth- 
hert  Campbell  was  entrusted  with  the  duties  of  dispensing  the 
mails  in  Newport  as  early  as  1712 .  He  remained  in  oflSce  until  1721, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  Flowers.  In  1737-8-9  &  1740 
we  find  Campbell  again  Postmaster.  He  died  about  1754  Gov. 
John  Wanton  died  in  office  July  6, 1740.  J.  M.  A. 

*'Dr.  John  Wa  ton,  Esq.,  Gov.  of  the  Colony  of  Bhode  Island,  in 

New  England,  deceased,  for  postage  of  letters  and  packets. 
1739.  To  Cuthbert  Campbell,  Postmaster. 

Nov.  13.  To  one  advertisement  inserted  in  the  Public  Prints, 
three  times,  about  the  counterfeiting  the  Bhode  Island 
five  pound  Bills,  £.  1.0.   0. 

1740 
April  16.  To  a  Boston  Letter,  1.  3. 

"    20.  To  three  large  Packages  by  express  from  Vir- 
ginia, 

"    23.  To  a  Boston  Letter, 
May  7.    To  a  Boston  double  ditto, 

"14.    To  a  fforr'n  ship  letter, 

"  21.     To  a  !  arge  London  Packet, 
June  4.  To  a  London  Packet, 

"  24.   To  a  New  York  Packet  delivered  to  Jos.  Scott, 

"  31.   To  a  fforr'n  Letter  delivered  the  forsaid  Scott, 

£13.16.3. 
Newport,  July  10, 1740.    Errors  excepted  per 

Cuthbert  Campbell. 
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The  Voyaoe  of  the  sloop  Recruit  of  Newfobt.  174S- 
1744. — The  followiDg  declarat  on  entered  by  the  plaintiffs,  tbrongb 
their  attorney,  Thomas  Ward,  in  the  suit  'Potter  and  others  vs- 
Henry  Taggart,'  on  file  among  the  papers  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Newport  County,  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  commercial  interests 
of  Newport  in  "ye  olden  time." 

"Newport,  &c.— 7b  the  hon'bU  the  Inferior  Covrt  of  (Jomon 
pleas  to  he  held  at  Newport ^  within  and  for  the  county  of  Newport^ 
on  ye  third  Tuesday  of  November^  Anno  Dom  1744.  Nathaniel 
Potter,  Daniel  Levatt  and  Silas  Cooke,  all  of  Newport,  in  the 
county  of  Newport,  merchants  and  owners  of  three-quarterparts 
of  the  sloop  called  the  Recruit,  complain  of  Henry  Taggart,  of  the 
same  Newport,  mariner,  owner  of  the  other  quarter  part  of  the 
said  sloop,  and  late  master  thereof,  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff , 
in  an  action  of  account,  that  he  justly,  and  without  delay,  render 
to  ye  Plaintiffs  a  just  and  reasonable  account  for  the  time  he  was 
their  Bailiff,  in  the  years  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
three  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  at  Newport 
aforesaid,  viz:  of  three-quarters  of  said  sloop  and  three-quarters 
of  her  cargo,  the  whole  consisting  of  three  tons  seven  hundreds 
two  quarters  and  twenty,  six  pounds  of  Bread,  five  hogsheads  con- 
taining ^Y^  hundred  and  sixty-three  gallons  of  molasses,  two  hun- 
dred bushels  of  (Indian)  corn,  twelve  hogsheads  containing  thir- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-one  gallons  of  rum,  ten  barrells  of  tarr, 
two  tuns  six  hundred  two  quarters  and  twenty  pounds  of  flower, 
three  hogsheads  containing  thirty-five  bushels  and  one-half  of 
salt,  three  barrells  of  sugar  containing  sixteen  hundreds  two 
quarters  and  ten  pounds  weight,  and  three  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  pipe-staves,  all  shipped  on  board  sd.  sloop  by  the  plaintiffo 
and  the  defendant  on  their  proper  account  and  risque  at  Newport 
aforesaid,  in  the  year  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  the  defendant,  with  said  sloop 
on  a  voyage  from  said  Newport  to  Newfoundland,  from  thence  to 
the  island  of  Madera,  from  thence  to  Surrinam,  from  thence  to 
Barbadoes,  from  thence  to  the  island  of  Nevis,  from  thence  to  the 
island  of  St.  Christopher,  from  thence  to  the  island  of  St.  Eusta" 
tins,  from  thence  to  Kingstown,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  from 
said  Kingstown  to  Darkers  Bay  [?]  and  Savannah  la-marr  in  said 
island  of  Jamaica,  and  from  said  Savannah-la-marr  back  again  to 
Kingstown  aforesaid,  and  from  said  Kingstown  to  said  Savannah- 
la-mar,  from  thence  to  Montecho  Bay,  on  said  island  of  Jamaica, 
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from  thence  to  Kingstown  aforesaid,  and  from  thence  to  Newprot 
aforesaid .  And  also  a  reasonable  account  of  three-qnart«rs  of  the 
freight  earnings  and  profits  made  in  and  by  said  sloop  during  the 
Yoyage  aforesaid,  which  began  in  May,  Anno  Dom.  1743  and  end- 
ed in  July,  1744."    &c.,  &c. 

Domestic  Slavery. — ^The  following  is  copied  from  the 
Friends'  Records,  of  Newport,  R.  I. : 

'^Toall  Christian  people  to  whom  this  may  come,  know  ye,  tha 
I,  James  Coggeshall,  of  Newport,  in  the  county  of  Newport,  in 
the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  have  in  my  possession  one  negro 
woman,  called  Meriah,  who,  according  to  the  laws  of  said  colony 
and  custom  of  the  same,  is  deemed  a  slave  and  as  my  property; 
but  believing  it  to  be  contrary  to  true  Christianity,  and  the  divine 
injunctions  of  the  author  thereof,  to  hold  mankind  as  my  property, 
or  continue  her  in  a  state  so  as  to  be  subjected  to  slavery  after  my 
decease,  and  in  consideration  thereof,  and  other  causes  me  there- 
unto moving,  I  do  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors  and  administra- 
tors, manumit  release  and  discharge  the  aforesaid  negro  from 
state  of  slavery,  and  hereby  declare  her  to  be  henceforth  a  free 
woman;  as  amply  and  as  fully  as  if  she  had  been  bom  of  free 
parents;  and  I  now  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, warrant,  secure,  and  defend  her,  the  said  negro  woman 
from  ail  claim  of  right,  title  or  property,  in  her,  or  any  person 
whatsoever,  so  claiming,  or  pretending  from,  by  or  under  me. 

In  witness  thereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  this  fourth  day 
of  the  fourth  month,  called  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

James  CoaaESHALL. ' 

In  presence  of  us, 

Henry  V.  Allen,  Jr., 

John  Grould. 

Ak  Old  Commissiok. — ^The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  old  com- 
mission in  possession  of  Mr.  Gardner  S.  Perry,  of  Newport: 

^'In  Congress — ^The  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  Counties  of  New  Castle* 
Kent  and  Sussex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro 
lina,  and  South  Carolina,  to  Joseph  Perry,  Gentian. 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism, 
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▼alour,  conduct  and  fidelity,  Do,  by  these  presents.  Constitute  and 
appoint  you  to  be  first  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Abner  Cranstones 
Company  in  the  6th  Regiment  of  foot,  commanded  by  Col.  Asa 
Whitcomb,  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  raised  for  the  de- 
fence of  American  Liberty,  and  for  repelling  any  invasion  thereof. 
You  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
first  Lieutenant,  by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  things 
thereunto  belonging.  And  we  do  Strictly  charge  and  require  all 
Officers  and  Soldiers  under  your  command,  to  be  obedient  to  your 
orders,  as  first  Lieutenant,  And  you  are  to  observe  and  follow 
Such  orders  and  directions,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  Shall  receive 
from  this  or  a  future  Congress  of  the  Untied  Colonies,  or  Com- 
mittee of  Congress,  for  that  purpose  appointed,  or  Commander 
in  Chief,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies, 
or  any  other  your  Superior  Officer,  according  to  the  rules  snd  dis- 
cipline of  War,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you.  This 
Commission  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  this  or  a  future 
Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Congress.  John  Hancock,  President. 

Chables  Thompson,  Secr'y. 

Jan'y  1,  1776. 

[Persons  having  any  information,  as  to  Lieut.  Joseph  Perry's 
history,  military  or  otherwise,  will  confer  a  favor  by  communicat- 
ing it  to  the  Editor.] 


A  Marriage  Notice  of  1769. — A  copy  of  the  Newport  Mer- 
cury, of  Oct.  16,  1769,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Henry  Bull  of 
Newport,  B.  I.,  contains  the  following  marriage  notice: 

^^Last  Thursday  evening  was  married  the  right  valiant,  right  no- 
ble, right  humane,  right  wise,  right  well  born,  right  well  bred, 
right  pure,  right  sound,  right  untainted,  John  Bobinson,  Esq.,  one 
of  that  right  delectable  board  of  Bight  Powerful  commissioners^ 
to  Miss  Nancy  Boutineau,  a  native  of  this  town,  daughter  of 
James  Boutineau,  Esq.,  and  grand-daughter  of  the  wor  thy  dea- 
con Stephen  Boutieneau,  deceased,  who  fled  from  the  turanny  of 
France,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  blessings  of  fntdom  in  America. 
This  thought  must  no  doubt  increase  the  joy  of  the  happy  bride." 


The  Salb  of  a  Slave  in  Boston,  Mass,  1705.— Here  is 
•  Kotice  of  the  Bale  of  a  ''Slave  among  other  things."  The  paper 
if  so  twdly  mutilated  as  to  be  nearly  illegible.  J.  E.  M. 
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"Boston,  New  England.  The  6th  October,  1706. 
This  Day  by  me  The  subscriber  was  Exposed  to  publick  Sale  by 
the  Candle  at  tfr.  Skinners,  The  Swan  Taverne,  A  Negro  Boy 
named  Jack,  Alias  Em  annuel  who  was  a  slaive  Taken  from  the 
Portuguese  by  the  Pirate  Sen'r  Quares  and  his  crew  in  the  Brigt 
Anna  and  brought  into  this  poit  among  other  things,  And  by  older 
of  the  Govemt.  here  the  said  Slave  was  Exposed  to  Sale  after 
some  Days  Notificati?n  at  the  Coffee  House  &  other  Publick  Pla- 
ces in  writing,  and  was  Sett  up  at  19  G's,  the  highest  bidder  ap- 
pearing at  the  Sd.  Sale  was  Henry  Shaw  who  had  him  fairly  for 
Twenty  pound  this  money  at  Eight  Shillings  p.  ounce,  Troy. 

Shannon,  Vendue  Master." 


Privateers  owned  in  Newport,  1745. — In  the  year  1746 
there  were  10  privateers  owned  in  Newport,  as  follows: 

1.  Ship  FamBj  of  24  carriage  guns  and  176  men. 

2.  Brig  Prince  Frederick,  Peter  Marshall  master,  18  carriage 

guns,  (nine-pounders,)  30  swivels,  with  a  crew  of  130  men. 

3.  One  commanded  by  Capt.  John  Dennis. 

4.  One  commanded  by  Capt.  Carr. 

5.  One  commanded  by  William  Dunbar  with  a  crew  of  70  men. 

6.  One  named  the  Hector,,  Capt.  Higgius. 

7.  One  named  the  Coe^er^  Capt.  Griffith. 

8.  One  commanded  by  Capt.  Bobert  Norris. 

9.  One  commanded  by  Capt.  Fry. 

10.  One  commanded  by  Capt.  John  Sweet. 


A  Few  Historical  Notes.— The  square  in  front  of  the  State 
House  at  Newport  was  first  paved  in  1762.  ^'The  General  Assem- 
bly, being  well  informed  of  the  great  necessity  of  paving  the 
streets  of  Newport,  and  more  especially  that  leading  from  the  Col- 
ony House,  did  for  that  end  grant  a  public  lottery."  The  lottery 
consisted  of  12,500  tickets,  at  £4,  old  tenor,  each,  3049  of  which 
were  to  draw  prizes.  In  August,  1762,  the  Assembly  passed  the 
following  act  for  the  preservation  of  the  paving:  <^Be  it  enacted  by 
the  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted, 
that  every  person  who  shall  drive  a  loaded  cart  or  trucks  upon  any 
part  of  the  pavement  lately  laid  in  Queen  street,  in  Newport,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  £6  for  every  offence." 

It  is  said  that  the  first  vessel  that  arrived  at  Cork,  flying  the 
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American  flag,  after  the  Revolution,  was  the  Enierpriaej  from 
Bhode  Island,  loaded  with  flax  and  staves. 

From  the  report  of  Gov.  Hopkins  to  the  Assembly,  in  1756,  we 
learn  that  on  the  fort  at  Newport  there  were  26  guns — 18  eighteen- 
pounders,  6  twenty-fours,  and  2  nines.  There  were  also  on  hand 
46  barrels  of  gunpowder,  20  rounds  of  shot,  and  300  old  small 
arms.^  At  that  time  there  belonged  to  the  colony  of  Bhode  Island 
a  sloop  mounting  12  fourteen-pounders,  while  the  merchants 
owned,  as  private  property,  69  old  small  cannon. 


QUERIES. 

10.  Who  can  give  information  in  regard  to  George  Wright,  who 
in  January,  1649,  stabbed  Walter  Lettice,  at  Newport,  B.  I.,  as 
Boger  Williams  writes  to  his  friend  John  Wintlut>p,  Jr  ?  Did 
George  Wright  have  a  family  at  Newport  or  Portsmouth?  Was 
he  an  army  officer?    Had  he  daughters  and  whom  did  they  many? 

J.  B.    PXIBCX. 

Wickford,  B.  L,  March  19, 1883. 
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STEPHEN  WHITNEY   PHCENIX. 


R.  PhcBnix  was  born  at  18  State  street,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1839.  He  was  a 
son  of  the  Hon.  Jonas  Phillips  and  Mary  (Whitney) 
Phoenix,  and  his  grandfathers,  Daniel  Phoenix  and  Stephen 
Whitney,  were  prominent  men.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  graduated  at  Columbia  College,  New  York,  with  the 
highest  honors  in  18fi^,  and  received  from  his  Alma  Mater 
the  degree  of  A.M  in  1862,  and  that  of  LL.B.  in  186S, 
but  did  not  practice  law  as  a  profession.  The  Atla7itic 
Monthly  for  December,  1864,  contains  an  article  entitled. 
Ice  and  ^squimaux^  by  the  Rev.  D.  A.  Wasson,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  in  which  is  the  following  concise  notice  : ''  Pli[(enix], 
fine  Greek  ana  Latin  scholar,  rich  as  Crojsus  and  simple  in 
his  habits  as  Ochiltree, — passionately  fond  of  travel, — as 
well  read,  I  nil  undertake  to  say,  in  the  literature  of 
travel  in  Eg*  pt,  Arabia,  Syria,  and  Turkey,  as  any  other 
man  twenty  five  years  old  in  Europe  or  America, — full  of 
facts,  strong  of  mind,  deep  in  heart,  religious,  candid,  sin- 
cere, coun<^eous,  at  once  frank  and  reticent, — a  thoroughly 
large  and  profound  nature  whom  it  was  worth  going  to 
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Labrador  to  meet."  But,  later,  Mr.  Phojnix  became  noted 
as  a  genealogist,  as  well  as  for  his  scholarly  attainments.  In 
the  Preface  to  his  Genealogy,  issued  in  1867,  of  '*  The  De- 
acendantft  of  John  Phoenix,''  an  early  settler  of  Kittery, 
Maine,  he  wrote:  *'I  desire  to  thank  the  few  who  have 
aided  me  in  preparing  this  genealogy,  and  to  say  to  the 
many  who  have  wof,  that  much  of  its  incompleteness  is 
due  to  their  neglect  and  want  of  coiutesy.  Imperfect  as 
the  work  is,  it  has  cost  me  considerable  time  and  labor — 
much  more,  indeed,  than  will  appear  possible  to  those  who 
merely  glance  over  its  pages.  No  one  regrets  so  much  as 
myself,  the  meagre  results  of  my  efforts  to  do  for  otiier 
people  what  they  will  not  do  for  themselves." 

The  crowning  work  of  his  life  was  his  genealogy  of 
^^The  Whitney  Family  of  Connecticut  and  its  Affiliations^'^ 
representing  the  descendants  of  Henry  Whitney  from  1649 
to  1878.  It  was  completed  in  1879,  and  is  comprised  in 
three  large  quarto  volumes  of  2740  pages.  Ten  years  of 
constant  labor  were  devoted  to  it  by  Mr.  Phoenix,  who 
wrote  upwards  of  fourteen  thousand  lettei*s,  to  many  of 
which  no  replies  were  received,  so  little  interest  do  cer- 
tain persons  take  in  the  preservation  of  family  Iiistory. 
That  it  was  a  labor  of  love  is  obvious  from  its  dedication  : 
"I  inscribe  these  volumes  to  the  dear  memory  of  my  beloved 
mother,  Mary,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Harriet  Whitney, 
for  wliose  tender  love  and  devotion  I  owe  a  debt  of  more 
than  filial  gratitude  and  reverence."  Though  costing  up- 
wards of  thirty  thousand  dollars  it  was  used  only  for  pres- 
ents to  libraries  and  friends.  He  left  ready  for  publication 
the  genealogy  of  The  Family  of  Alexander  Phamix,  the 
first  emigrant,  born  in  England,  in  1648.  Mr.  Phoenix 
was  also  noted  for  the  interest  he  always  manifested  in 
the  neglected  portraits  of  old  New  York  worthies,  many  of 
which  he  has  had  engraved  in  the  course  of  years,  and  dis- 
tributed to  friends.     The  records  of  births,  baptisms,  mar- 
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riages  and  deaths  of  the  Reformed  (Dutch)  Church  since 
1639,  and  of  the  First  and  Second  Presbyterian  Churches 
in  New  York  were  carefully  copied  at  his  solicitation  and 
expense,  and  are  being  printed  in  the  Neiv  York  Genea- 
logical and  Biographical  Record,  He  also  paid  the  expense 
of  copying  the  epitaphs  on  the  gravestones  and  monuments 
in  Trinity  church  yard  in  New  York,  and  had  drawings 
made  of  the  more  notable  ones.  He  was  a  diligent  col- 
lector of  everything  that  related  to  New  Amsterdam,  as 
also  old  New  York,  and  there  are  upwards  of  3000  draw- 
ings and  prints,  which  he  has  had  made  or  gathered,  in 
Columbia  College.  His  last  publication  was  composed  of 
three  volumes  containing  reproductions  of  the  New  York 
Poll  Lists  for  the  yeai*s  1761,  1768  and  1769,  which  were 
also  distributed  to  societies  and  friends.  The  Addresses 
of  Judge  Duer  and  of  Dr.  Fraucis  on  Old  Netv  York  he 
illustrated  most  thoroughly,  and,  the  latter,  being  extended 
to  several  folio  volumes,  is  also  eminently  worthy  of  in- 
spection. As  a  botanist,  Egyptologist,  ethnologist  and 
genealogist,  Mr.  Phoenix  had  but  few  equals,  and  in  travel- 
ing so  extensively,  he  not  only  gained  much  information, 
but  acquired  many  valuable  objects  of  antiquity,  art  and 
nature,  as  also  a  marvelous  collection  of  photographs  of 
beautiful  scenery  and  places  visited,  also  of  persons,  which 
he  would  sometimes  exhibit  to  those  with  whom  he  bore 
intimate  relations.  When  at  home,  he  usually  passed  his 
summers  at  the  family  mansion  —  Glen  wood  on  the  Hud- 
son—  but  his  beloved  mother  died  suddenly  (in  New 
York)  in  June,  1876,  and  the  lovely  grange,  without  her 
presence,  no  longer  possessed  the  same  attractions.  He 
rented  a  cottage  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  that  summer,  and,  a 
year  later,  he  occupied  the  charming  villa  (he  afterwards 
pui'chased)  on  Hallidon  Hill,  called  "Harbour  View,''  which 
he  greatly  improved  and  beautified,  and  about  which  there 
are  many  evidences  of  his  architectural  ability. 
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An  intimate  associate  and  fellow-traveler  in  many  lands, 
(Mr.  J.  C.  Pumpelly)  thus  writes:  "  In  1862,  we  were  bass 
fishing  among  the  forests  of  Wisconsin ;  in  1864,  we  were 
yachting  along  the  Labrador  coast,  and  in  1867  and  1868, 
we  spent  many  delightful  months  among  the  monuments 
of  Egypt  and  amid  the  sacred  scenes  of  Palestine.  Few 
men  knew  the  art  of  traveling  better  or  could  be  more 
agreeable  than  Mr.  Phoenix.  He  was  passionately  fond  of 
nature  and  being  a  fine  pedestrian  he  would  spend  hours 
of  eacli  day  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  he  might  be, 
in  seeking  out  and  enjoying  her  most  picturesque  haunts. 
I  can  never  cease  to  lament  the  all  too  early  loss  of  his 
friendly  sympathy,  and  shall  ever  cherish  with  heartfelt 
gratitude  the  memory  of  his  kindly  deeds  and  helpful 
presence.*' 

In  1880  Mr.  Phoenix  went  abroad  for  the  last  time.  He 
accompanied  his  brother  Lloyd  in  his  yacht  —  The  Intre- 
pid—  around  the  isles  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  later 
with  him  in  Paris.  The  3'acht  was  refitted  for  a  cruise  in" 
the  Mediterranean  and  he  rejoined  his  brother  at  Lisbon. 
His  letter  dated  :  Hotel  Braganza,  Lisbon,  Nov.  10,  1880, 
is  highly  esteemed  by  the  friend  to  whom  it  was  addressed  : 
**I  arrived  here  yesterday  by  steamer  from  Bordeaux,  and 
had  hardly  settled  myself  comfortably  in  mine  inn  before 
The  Intrepid  luffed  up  and  cast  anchor  before  my  very 
eyes  as  I  gazed  out  of  my  window  upon  the  harbour  !  She 
had  a  smooth  and  prosperous  run  from  Cowes  across  the 
dreaded  Bay  of  Biscay  and  adown  the  windy  Spanish 
coast,  and  having  been  thoroughly  overhauled  before  her 
departure  from  England  looked  as  bright  and  trim  as  the 
most  ardent  yachtsman  could  wish.  As  I  have  had  some 
experience  of  Spanish  fondas  I  did  not  expect  much  in 
Portugal ;  but,  to  my  great  surprise  and  joy,  this  hotel 
turns  out  to  be  the  most  charming  one  I  ever  entered — by 
far  the  best  I  have  seen  in  Europe.     It  is  an  old  palace, 
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built  by  some  dead  and  forgotten  swell,  with  fine  large 
lofty  apartments  superbly  furnished  with  antique  carved 
furniture,  excellent  cuisine,  abounding  in  light  and  air, 
and  cleanly  to  a  fault.  I  shall  be  really  distressed  when 
my  time  comes  to  leave  my  kindly  host,  and  the  attentive 
head-waiter,  Francisco,  and  the  comely  zimmer-madchen^ 
and  again  take  up  my  quarters  in  the  dark  little  starboard 
cabin  of  The  Intrepid.  I  have  never  been  half  so  com- 
fortable and  contented  even  in  my  own  home,  and  I  could 
ask  nothing  better  than  to  pass  the  whole  winter  in  my 
sunny  salon.  In  front  of  my  room  runs  a  long  and  broad 
balcony,  commanding  the  most  delightful  view  of  this 
quaintly-picturesque  city  and  its  magnificent  harbour  and 
its  garden-like  environs  —  and  the  gorgeous  sunlight 
streams  in  at  my  windows  all  day  long  in  a  way  to  glad- 
den my  heart  and  throw  a  couleur  de  rose  over  all  my 
troubles  and  my  sad  memories.  Beneath  the  balcony  is  a 
garden  filled  with  odorous  pines  and  cypresses  and  orange 
trees,  and  glowing  with  lovely  tropical  flowers,  the  per- 
fume from  which  steals  in  through  my  casements  like  a 
benediction.  The  climate  is  simply  perfect,  and  reminds 
me  of  the  delicious  lotos-eating  days  that  you  and  I  passed 
upon  the  Nile  —  alas,  so  many  years  ago!  Last  night, 
Lloyd  and  I  sat  upon  my  balcony  till  long  after  midnight, 
enjoying  to  the  full  the  balmy,  fragrant  air  and  the  flood 
of  golden  moonlight  which  lit  up  the  harbour  with  an 
almost  noontide  splendour  and  bathed  the  gleaming  white 
houses  of  the  city  in  a  radiance  that  only  Rico  could  imi- 
tate. I  have  no  space  left  in  which  to  speak  of  this  quaint 
old  city,  which  is  as  picturesque  as  Nuremberg,  and  more 
ancient  than  Rome.  I  wish  I  could  convey  to  you  some 
idea  of  the  delightful  entanglement  of  its  winding  streets 
of  its  brilliant  white  houses  climbing  one  above  the  other 
up  the  steep  hills  on  which  the  city  lies,  of  airy  mlradors, 
of  its  Prout-like  balconies  and  gayly  tinted  jalousies,  of 
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the  cloudless  blue  sky  overhead  aud  the  sparkling  waves 
of  the  harbour  below,  with  its  fringe  of  tawny  sand — but 
it  is  growing  late  and  your  patience  is  not  eternal.  To- 
morrow we  drive  to  Cintra,  which  Byron,  as  you  remem- 
ber pronounced  the  most  delightful  spot  in  Europe.  We 
hear  glowing  accounts  of  its  many  beauties,  natural  and 
artificial  ;  its  places  and  gardens  rising  in  the  midst  of 
rocks ;  its  cataracts  and  precipices ;  its  convents  on  stu- 
pendous heights  ;  and  its  distant  views  of  tlie  sea  and  the 
Tagus.  On  the  14th  we  set  sail  for  Cadiz,  and  proceed 
thence  for  Gibraltar,  Tangiers,  Malaga,  Oran  and  Algiers, 
but  beyond  the  latter  place  we  have  not  settled  upon  our 
route,  except  that  Alexandria  will  be  our  ultima  ThuleJ** 

Mr.  PluiMiix  returned  home  from  Alexandria  with  broken 
health  in  April,  1881,  stopping  en  route  only  a  day  in  Lon- 
don to  see  the  late  Col.  Chester,  the  distinguished  Ameri- 
can genealogist.  He  consulted  four  eminent  surgecms  in 
New  York,  who  told  him  that  "brief  life  was  here  his 
portion,"  and  on  the  same  evening  (June  2d)  he  commu- 
nicated the  sad  intelligence.  He  went  at  once  to  New- 
port, but  his  malady  was  such  that  the  remainder  of  his 
life  was  one  of  almost  constant  suffering.  To  the  writer, 
who  also  saw  him  there  for  the  last  time  in  September,  he 
spoke  of  the  sacred  niemories  of  his  sainted  mother  he  had 
commemorated — also,  the  kindness  of  his  brothers,  Phil- 
lips and  Lloyd,  and  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Warren,  who  were 
devoting  so  much  of  their  time  to  make  his  last  moments 
comfortable. 

He  inherited  a  large  estate,  and,  by  his  will,  he  left  his 
herbarium  to  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History 
in  New  York  ;  his  books  relating  to  heraldry  and  genealogy 
to  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  together  with  a  legacy 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be 
invested  in  books  on  kindred  subjects ;  his  curiosities, 
works  of  art,  pictures,  coins,  etc.,  to  the  Metro})olitan  Mu- 
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seum  of  Art  in  New  York ;  his  general  library  of  books, 
(to  be  known  as  -'The  Phcttnix  Collection,")  to  Colum- 
bia College,  with  half  a  million  of  dollars  for  technical 
use  eventually  in  the  School  of  Mines. 

He  died,  Nov.  3d,  1881,  at  22  West  Twenty-third  street, 
New  York,  and  his  remains  rest  under  the  Whitney  Mor- 
tuary Chapel,  in  Greenwood  Cemetery  —  to  the  rebuild- 
ing and  embellishment  of  which  he  had  so  largely  contri- 
buted. His  memory  certainly  deserves  to  be  treasured, 
not  only  for  his  noble  acts,  but  also  his  enviable  love  of 
genealogy,  literature  and  the  fine  arts. 

Henry  T.  Drowne. 
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RECTORS  OF  TRINITY  CHURCH,  NEWPORT,  R.  I., 

FROM  1698  to  1883. 


Rev.  Mr.  Lockyer,  1698  to  1704. 
Rev.  James  Honey  man,  1704  to  1750. 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Leamin^,  1750  to  1760. 
Rev.  Thomas  Pollen,  1754  to  1760. 
Rev.  Marmaduke  Brown,  1760  to  1771. 
Rev.  George  Bisset,  1771  to  1779. 
Rev.  James  Sayre,  1786  to  1788. 
Rev.  William  Smith,  1786  to  1788. 
Rev.  Theodore  Dehou,  1798  to  1809. 
Rev.  Salmon  Wheaton,  1810  to  1840. 
Rev.  Francis  Vinton. 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Hall. 
Rev.  Darius  R.  Brewer. 
Rev.  Alexander  Mercer. 
Rev.  O.  H.  Prescott. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Black. 
Rev.  I.  P.  White. 
Rev.  George  J.  Magill,  1879. 
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BIRTHS. 

April  14, 1697.  Redwood,  Wm.of  Abraham  &  Mehitable 

March  8, 1698.  Mary 

Sept.  19, 1700.  Ann 

Dec.  19,  1702.  Sarah 

19,  1706.  Jonas  Langford 

April  15, 1709.  Abraham 

Sept.  18, 1701.  Rhoads,  Samuel  of  William  and  Sarah 

Mar.  13,  1704-5.  Sarah 

Nov.  12,  1709.  Mary 

Jan.  22,  1706.  Rider,  Thomas  of  John  and  Sarah 

Feb.  10,  1708.  Elizabeth 

Aug.  26, 1710.  John 

Aug.    8, 1713.  Sarah 

Mar.  26,  1715.  William 

Sept.  —  1711.  Records,  Mary  of  John  and  Virtue 

Aug.  26, 1717.  John 

Rogers,   of  Josei)h  and  Mary 

Feb.    9,  1712.  Robinson,  Susanna  of  John  and  Mary 

9,  1714.  Rogers,  James  of  John  and  Sarah 

April  4,  1716.  *'          Isaac 

Aug.  13, 1719.  Rodman,  Walter  of  Clarke  and  Ann 

May  18,  1722.  Mary 

Feb.    2,  1723-4.  Joseph 

June   5,  1726.  Thomas 

Jan.     9,  1728.  Hannah 

Sept.    4,1731.  Daniel 

April  16,  1735.  Samuel 
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Sept.  30, 1725.  Rhodes,  Samuel  of  William  and  Mary 

April  —  1730.  Rider,  dau.  of  Thomas  and  Rest 

Dec.    6,1733.  Rogers,  Thomasof  Thomas  &  Content 
Oct.  27,  1737.  Josias 
Oct.  18,  1735.  Rogers,  Sarah  of  James  and  Charity 
1739.  John 

Feb.  12, 1741-2.  Abi 

Oct.    5,  1744.  dau. 

Jan.  15,  1750-1.  James 

April  28, 1755.  Mary 

Feb.  19,  1757.  James 

June  10, 1737.  Rapkins,  Jane  of  John  and  Mary 

Sept.  28, 1743.  Robinson,  John  Tyrrell   of  Dr.  James 

and  Mary 

Aug.  31, 1745.  Sarah  Ann 

Mar.  18, 1746.  Rodman,  Anna  of  Joseph  and  Mary 

May  20,  1749.  Hannah 

April  10. 1750.  Clarke 

Oct.     4, 1750.  Rhodes,  Rebecca  of  Rebecca  &  Samuel 

Sept.    7, 1755.  Rider,  Lydia  of  Joseph  and 

Jan.    26, 1756.  Richardson,  Valeria  of  Thos.   &  Elizabeth 

March  8, 1758.  Rodman,  William  of  Wm.  and  Lydia 

May  13, 1760.  Elizabeth 

Mar.  14,  1762.  Mary 

Sept.    2,  1766.  Read,  Amy  of  Oliver  and  Mary 

Aug.  26,  1768.  Abigail 

Feb.     4,  1770.  Catharine 

June    3,  1773.  Robert 

Oct.  14,  1775.  Oliver 

April   5,  1775.  Remington,  Hannah  R.  of  John  and  Sarah 

June    4,  1777.  Benjamin 

Sept.    5,  1779.  Abigail 

April   7,  1783.  Peter  F. 

April  18, 1786.  Richmond,  Mary  Hardy  of  Gideon   and 

Hannah 
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April  27, 1797.  Gideon,  of  Gideon  &  Hannah 

Mar.  27,  1797.  Read,  Mary  Anne  of  David  &  Ann 

Oct.    26,  1801.  Christopher  of  Chistopher  & 

Ann 

May  11,  1805.  Rhodes,  William  Hammond 

Feb.     5,  1807.  Alfred 

Jan.   23,  1809.  Mary  Ann : 


Aug.  28,  1804.        Rodman,  Hannah  of  Elisha  &  Mary  H. 

Mar.  10,  1807,  Hannah  Amanda 

Nov.    5,  1838.  Rider,  William    Henry   of   William 

B.  and  Jane  W. 

July  22,  1728.  Read,  Eleazer,   Sr. 

Mar.  22,  1724.  Hannah,  wife  of  Eleazer. 

Mar.  2  J,  1747.  Isaac,  of  Eleazer  &  Hannah. 

Nov.  29,  1749.  Elizabeth 

Aug.  19,  1751.  Eleazer 

Mar.  22,  1753.  John 

Mar.  15,  1755.  David 

Mar.  27,  1757.  Hannah 

April   6,  1759.  William 

Aug.  20,  1774.  Eleazer,of  Eleazer, Jr,  &  Mary 

Dec.  17,1780.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Eleazer,  Jr. 

May  18,  1797.  Oliver,  of  Eleazer  &  Eliza'th 

Aug.  28,  1798.  Elizabeth 

Mar.  10,  1800.  Penelope 

July  14,  1801.  Oliver 

July  25,  1803.  Samuel  M. 

Mar.  15,  1805.  Henry 

Mar.     8, 1807.  John  M. 

Feb.     1,  1809.  Catharine 

May  30,  1811.  Eleazer  James 

April  28,1812.  Mary  M. 

July  28,  1815.  Phebe  Ann 

July  13,1799.  Clarissa  Gardner,    1st   wife 

of  Oliver. 
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April  5,  1811.  Catharine  Hammett,  2d  wife 

of  Oliver. 
Oct.  11,  1823.  William  Gardner,  of    Oliver 

and  Clarissa. 
Feb.    7,  1825.  Hannah  Elizabeth 

Feb.  25,  1827.  Henry 

April  25, 1829.  Edwin  Oliver 


MARRIAGES. 

Rogers  Jonatlian  to  Mary  Sawdey,  June  18,  1701 

Rhoads, ,  of  Walter,  to  Mary  Mar- 
tain,  Jan.  29,  1701-2 

Richmond,  Ann  to  Henry  Tew,  April    6,  1704 

Rogers,  Samuel,  of  John,  to  Lydia  Holmes 

—  Rogers,  dau.  of  Capt.  Jonathan,    Jan.  1,  1705-6 

Redwood,  Ann,  of  Abra'm,  to  John  Wan- 
ton, of  John,  June    10,  1718 

Redwood,  Abraham  to  Martha  Coggeshall,  Feb'ry  7,  

Read,  Wm.,  Freetown,  to  Sarah  Smith,         26,  1727 

Richardson,  Benj.  to  Sarah  Cogge.shall,  of 

Joshua,  Jan.  30,  1780-1 

Rogei-8,  Edward  to  |  ^^^       9    1732 

Rogers  Elizabeth,    \ 

Rogers,  James  to  Charity  Brayton,  Dec.      1,  1734 

Redwood,    Patience,   of   Abr'm,   to  John 

Easton,  of  Stephen,  Apr.    17,  1735 

Richmond,  Eunice  to  James  Cranston,         14,  1739 

Reynolds,  Mercy  to  Ebenezer  Murphy,        13,  1739 

Rogere,  James  to  Hannah  Smith,  — ,  1739 

Robinson,  James  to  Mary  Chaloner,  Oct.    16,  1740 

Richardson,  Mary  to  Simon  Newton,  Jan.  27,  1740-1 

Rider,  Joseph  to  Barbara  Williams,  Nov.    26,  1741 

Righton,  John  to  Priscilla ,  July    21,  1745 

Rem ,  James  to  Lydia  Alden,  Aug.  19.  1745 

Retzeli  John  to  Barsheba ,  Oct.    27,  1745 
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Kobinson,  Mary  to  John  Channing,  — ,  174& 

Khodes,  Zeruiah  to  Samuel  Hunting,  May      4,  1746 

Read,  Eleazer  to  Hannah  Rider,  June  — ,  1746 

Rogers,  James  to  Abigail  Arnold,  Sept.  28,  1746 

Rickerson,  Thomas  to  Margaret  Walker,     Feb.    15,  1743 
Rouse,  Hannah  to  John  Gallandet,  April    5,  1748- 

Rider,  Joseph  to  Mary  Scales,  Aug.  28,  1748 

Rhodes,  Sam'l  to  Rebecca  Lawton,  Ports'h,  Sept.  10,  174ft 
Rodman,  Hannah,   of  Clarke,  to  Edward 

Wanton,  of  George, 
Ross,  Jeremiali  to  Mary  Brayton, 

Rodman,  Tliomas,  of  Clarke,  to  Catharine 
Gardner,  of  John, 

Remington, to  Wm.  Ellery,  Jr., 

Robinson,  Samuel,  Swansea,  to  Elizabeth 

Brayton, 

Rider,  Mary  to  Peleg  Hull, 

Rogers,  Isaac  to  Mary  Ingraham, 

Robinson,  Mary  to  Edward  Simmons, 

Reed,  John  to  Mary  Corey, 

Rogers,  Nehemiali  to  Rebecca  Johnson, 

Read,  Amy  to  George  Brown, 

Rogeit',  Elizabeth  to  William  Tilley, 

Richardson,  Sarah  to  John  Treby, 

Reed,  Joseph  to  Mary  Cornell, 

Russell,  Daniel    to 
Rumrell,  Mary 

Ring,  Mary  to  Joseph  Peterson, 

Reynolds,  Susanna  to  John  Thomas, 

Ryan,  Michael  to  Leah  Kelley, 

Read,  Mary  to  Gideon  Sisson, 

Rodman,  William  to  Lydia  Gardner, 

Rogers,  Sarah  to  Timothy  Balch 

Ross, to  Katharine  McGowan, 


Sept. 

14, 

174» 

Nov. 

27, 

174ik 

July 

6, 

17o(> 

Oct. 

11, 

175a 

Dec'r 

6, 

1750 

May 

17, 

1751 

10, 

1751 

1 

1753 

May 

17, 

1753 

May 

1, 

1753 

May 

17, 

1753 

Oct. 

28, 

175-\ 

Sept. 

5, 

1754 

Dec. 

5, 

1754 

Jan. 

10. 

1755 

May 

1, 

1755 

Nov. 

18, 

1755 

Aug. 

12, 

1756 

Feb. 

10, 

1757 

[about  — 

,1757 

Nov. 

29, 

1757 

, 

1758 
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{leeves,    Percy    E.,  Greenwich,  to  Robert 

Hill,  Jr..  FebV   1,  1750 

Rogers,  Thoiniis  to  Klizubetli  ,  Fel/y     2,  175^ 

Rogers,  Thcmiis  to  Rebecca  Sherman,  June     9,  17o9 

Richardson,  Jacob  to  Abigail  Hammond,  Sept.  13,  1759 
Rogers,  Josiah  to  ( 

Roger.s,  Eliza'th,  1  i^i^c.  2S,  lio9 

Richardson,  Ebenezer  to  Rnth  Hill,  Autr.   23,  

Read,  Benjamin  to  Mary  Jones,  Nov.    21,  

Rogers,  Mercy  to  Barnet  Hill,  Feb.    lO,  17G0 

Rogers,  Mary  to  James  Clarke,  Mar.  13,  1760 

Tiiclmrdson,  Kezia  to  Nath'l  (ireene,  Prov.,  Jan.  14,  1761 
Russell,  Mary  to  George  Frost,  April     9,  1761 

Ric[hard]son,  Mary  to  William  Morgan,  May  10,  1761 
Rider,  Sarah  to  Zebedee  Greenhill,  May    28,  1761 

liogers,  Barsheba  to  Charles  Willett,  July    12,  1761 

Read,  Phebe  to  Gideon  Young,  Oct.    12,  1761 

Rogers,  John  to  Mary  Walsham,  Dec.     24,  1761 

Rogei-s,  Green  to  ,  ,  [1762]  ? 

Rogers,  James  to  Hannah  Smith,  May  26,  [1762]  ? 

Remington,  Asa  to  Benjamin  Barnes, ,  [1762]  ? 

Rathbun,  Martha  to  Nathan  Sheffield,  May       1,  1763 
Robinson,   Phebe,   Jamestown,   to    Ebene- 
zer   ,  July  28,  17r)3 

Read,  Eleazer  to  Mary  Atwood,  Oct.    11,  1763 

Rogers,  Abigail  to  Pardon  Tillinghast,  Feb'ry  6,  1764 

Rogers,  Martha  to  Joseph  Gould,  Feb'ry  5,  1764 

Rix,  John  George  to  Lois  Read,  Mar.    25,  1764 

Ross,  William  to  Batlisheba  Sisson,  June     3,  1764 

Robinson,  John,  Ireland,  to  Mary  Cowdry,  Nov.  15,  1764 
Read,  Oliver,  Warwick,  to  Mary  Sherman,  Apr.  28,  1765 
Rogers,  Abigail  to  John  Newton,  May    30,  1765 

Remsen,  Abraham,  New  York,  to  Freelove 

Saunders,  July      2,  1765 

Robinson,  Elizabeth  to  William  Tripp,         Nov.   21,  1765 
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Read,  Jcjlui  to      j                                           j^,^  28,  176b* 
Rogei-s,  Rebecca  \ 

Rumreil,  Susanna  to  Samuel  Ly ,        May  29,  1767 

Rickerson,  Thomas  to  Margaret  Walker,     Feb.  15,  1768 
R«d\vood,  Mehitable  to  Benjamin  Ellery,    Jan.  22,  1769 
Redwood,  Abraham,  Jr.,  to  Susanna  Honey- 
man,  of  James,  Esq.,                           Mar.  8,  1778 
Remington,  John  to  Sarah  Hopkins,              Dec.  30,  1772 

Russell,  Stafford  to  )                                       y,^  ^    ^-^o 

Russell,  Caroline       1                                       ^^""^  ^'  ^^^'^ 

Riclmrdson,  Valeria  to  Hon.  VVm.  Gibbons, 

Georgia,                                                Nov.  7,  1773 

Richardson,  Lvdia  of  Thomas,  to  Nicholas 

Anciaux,                                                Mar.  19,  1781 

Ray,  Phebe  to  Joh)i  Phillips,                          May  10,  1782 

Rogers,  Jeremiah  to  Fanny  Hoxie,                Mar.  6,  1783 

Read,  Hannah  to  William  Osborne,              Sept.  21,  1783 

Rogei-s,  Martin  of  Jeremiah  to  Sarah  Cal- 
vin, of  Mehitable,                                 July  31,  1790 

Read,  Rachel  to  John  Fish,  Warren,             Sept.  6,  1790 

Redwood,  Martha,  of  Benjamin  and  Mehit- 
able, to  Christopher  P.  Champlin,     Apr.  14,  1793 

Read,  David  to  Anne  McMahan,                   Oct.  27,  1793 

Read,  Eleazer,  Jr.,  to  Elizabeth  Murphy,     Sept.  1,  179.') 

Randolph,  Richard  Kidder,  of  Peyton  and 
Lucy,  Richmond,  Va.,  to  Anna  Ma- 
ria Lyman,  of  Daniel  and  Mary,         July  4,  1802 

Rodman,  Elisha,  of  Walter,  to  Mary  Rich- 
mond, of  Gideon,                                  Oct.  2,  1803 

Richmond,    Perez  Otis,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 

Bours,  Providence,                                May  1,  1809 

Ryan,  Fanny  to  John  Brown,                         Dec.  31,  1809 

Richmond,    Mary  Rodman,  of  Gideon,  to 

Benjamin  Taylor,  of  James,  Salem,  July  13,  1812 

Rawson,  Samuel  to  Martha  Card,                 Apr,  18,  1813 
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Richardson*  Dr.*  William,  of  Smithfield,  to 

Miss  Mary  Almy,  Portsmouth,           May  4,  1815 

Robbins,  Anna  M.,  of  Hon.  Asher,  to  Jo- 
seph Wilbur  Eddy,  of  Rev.  Michael,  May  5,  1822 

Read,  Oliver  to  Clarissa  Gardner,                 Dec.  1,  1822 

Romans,    Elizabeth   Ann    to    Benjamin  T. 

Freebody,                                               Feb.  8,  1826 

Remington,  Catharine  to  Henry  Johnson,     June  29,  1837 

Rodman,   Catharine,  of  Nathaniel,  to  Ja- 
cob Willis,  New  York,                         Sept.  26,  1838 

Richardson,  Abby  B.  to  Philip  Simmons,     Jan.  17,  1839 

Read,  Oliver  to  Catharine  Hammett,            July  6,  1840 

Richardson,  Ann  B.,  of  John  and  Sally,  to 
William  R.  Budlong,  of  Amos  and 

Sally,                                                     June  27,  1841 

Ross,  Mary  E.  to  Erastus  P.  Coe,                  Aug.  11,  1841 

Roberson,  Francis,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C, 

to  Hannah  Williams,                            Aug.  22,  1841 

Remington,  Henry  O.  to  (                              ^  .    .^.^ 

Rice,  Mary  Ann  C.            \                              ^^®^-  ^'  ^^^^ 

Remond,  John  C,  Salem,  to  )                       ^^^  ^    jg^g 

Rice,  Ruth  B.                           J  ' 

Relso,  John  W.,  Penn.,  to  Diana  L.  Haw- 
kins,                                                     Feb.  28,  1843 

Read,  Sarah  D.  to  Oliver  C.  Turner,             July  31,  1843 

Riley,  James  to  Caroline  Stevens,                  Apr.  17,  1844 

Read,   George   S.,    F.   River,   to  Elizabeth 

Francis,                                                 June  17,  1844 

Richardson,    Rhoda   A.,  of  Jay,  Vermont, 

to  Samuel  R.  Locke,                            July  28,  1844 

Robinson,  David  to Little,                 Sept.  3,  1844 

Read,  James  B,  to  Elizabeth  Casey,            Sept.  4,  1844 

Robinson,  Charles  S.,  Providence,  to  Sarah 

Ann  Clarke,                                         Oct.  27,  1844 

Renyon,  Mary  Ann  to ,          Aug.  23,  1845 
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Ryan,  John  to  Honora  Connaughton,          Jan.  16,  1846 

Ray,  Cornelia  E.  N.,  of  Charlestown,  R.  I., 

to  Enos  Pedre,  Providence,                Aug.  25,  1846 

Rodman,  Mary  A.  to  William  A.  Jack,        Aug.  26,  1846 

Randall,   Samuel,   New  York,  to  Caroline 

Pratt,                                                    Oct,  25,  1846 

Read,  Thomas  to  Eliza  Allen,                        July  6,  1847 

Read,  William  G.,  of  Oliver,  to  Agues  Ma- 
tilda Clark,  N.  Y.,                                 Oct.  21,  1847 

Read,  William  G.,  of  Oliver,  to  Kate  W. 

Taylor,  N.  Y.,                                      Nov.  26,  1851 

Read,  Henry,  of  Oliver,  to  Rosa,  (Spanish 

lady),  ,  I860 

Read,  Edwin  Oliver,   of  Oliver,  to  Fanny 

Stow,   Brooklyn,  ,  1863 


WILL  OF  JOHN  PEABODY,  SENIOR. 


[Contributed  by  J.  P.  Hoot,  Providence,  R.  I.] 


nder  the  arbitrary  and  despotic  rule  of  Sir  Edmund 
Androa,  when  the  various  colonial  charters,  not  only  of 
New  England,  but  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  were 
declared  void  and  their  governments  dissolved  by  his  ab- 
solute authority,  even  the  probate  records  were  required 
to  be  kept  at  the  capital  of  his  dominion.  In  the  volumes 
of  the  doings  of  the  Probate  Court  from  1686-8  may  be 
found  many  wills  and  the  records  of  settlements  of  estates 
of  parties  living  in  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  etc.  Such 
good  old  Dutch  names  occur  as  Anthony  Coi'nelisse  Van- 
der  Pool,  of  Waterolist,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  and  Ja- 
cob J.  Schermerhorn,  of  Schenectady,  New  York,  Elbert 
E.  Stoothoff,  Long  Island,  etc.  Newport  was  obliged  to 
submit  to  the  iron  rule,  and  her  citizens  are  represented  on 
these  books.  The  will  of  John  Peabody,  senior,  appears 
among  these  records,  and  the  following  is  an  abstract  of 
the  same  and  the  action  of  the  court: 

John  Peabody,  senior,  aged  about  75  years,  being  sick 
and  weake,  wills  to  his  beloved  son,  John  Peabody,  all  his 
lands  and  houseing  scituate  and  lying  in  the  precincts  of 
the  Town  of  Newport  in  the  Collony  of  Rhode  Island, 
containing  about  twenty  acres  formerly  bought  of  James 
Barker,  senior,  and  about  24  acres  bought  of  Thomas 
Ward,  also  about  20  acres  of  Nathaniell  West,  also  about 
12  acres  of  William  Withington,  also  about  six  acres  of 
Mr.   Edward   Smith,   Obadiah   Holmes,   William  Davell, 
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James  Man.  Also,  one  paieell,  about  one  acre  and  a  half 
of  land  and  one  dwelling  house  and  one  orchard  bought 
of  Jonathan    Davell,    with  all  and  singular  the  meadows, 

pastures,  and  outliousing one  pair   oxen,  one 

Negar  Boy,  called  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Honyball,  for  12 
years  ternie.  But  if  he  have  occasion  to  sell  him,  he 
shall  not  sell  him  for  above  12  years  as  before  mentioned 
from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof.  To  his  six  dau2:hters,  24 
pounds  in  New  England  silver  money,  to  be  equally  di- 
vided between  them  : 

To  Mary  Wood,  4  pounds. 
"  Hannah  Reed,  4  pounds. 
*•  Elizabeth  Davell,  4  pounds. 
"  Rebeccah  Moore,  4  pounds. 
'*  Em  Cottrill,  4  pounds. 
"  Jane  Smith,  4  pounds. 
Also    unto   his   Grandchildren    tenn  shillings  apiece  in 
silver   money  that  are  now  borne  att  the  day  of  the  date 
h  ereof. 

His   sonn,    John    Peabody,    is   appointed  executor,  but 
James  Barker,  senior,  and  his  sonn  James  to  be  Overseers 
"to  see  this  my  last  will  and  testimony  performed." 
Dated  22d  March,  168G-7. 

the  mark  of 
John   \  Peabody, 
Witnesses — Nathaniell  Holmes. 

Peter  Taylor. 
''Sr.  Edmund  Andros,  King  and  Capt.  GenM  and  Gov'r 
in-Chiefe  of  his   Maj's   Territory  and    Dominion    of  New 
England.     To  all,  &c. 

Know  ye.  That  att  an  Inferiour  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  holden  att  Newport  for  Rhode  Island,  King's  Prov- 
ince and  Providence  Plantations,  the  17th  inst.,  the  will 
of  John  Peabody,  senior,  to  these  present  annexed,  was 
proved,  approved  and  allowed,  who  having  while  he  lived, 
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and  att  the  time  of  his  Death,  goods,  rights  or  Credits  in 
Diverse  parts  of  the  said  Dominion ;  The  administratic n 
of  all  and  Singular  the  goods,  rights  and  Creditts  the  said 
Deceased,  And  his  will  in  any  manner  concerning  was 
Comitted  unto  John  Peabodv,  son  of  the  said  John  Pea- 
body,  Executor  in  the  same  will  named,  well  and  truly  to 
administer  the  same  and  to  make  a  true  and  perfect  In- 
ventory of  all  and  Singular  the  goods,  Rights  and  Cred- 
itts of  the  said  Deceased,  and  the  same  to  Exhibit  into  the 
Secretary's  OflBce  of  the  said  Dominion  by  the  Three  and 
Twentieth  day  of  September  next  ensuing,  and  also  to 
render  a  playne  and  true  account  thereof  upon  oath; 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  sett  the  Seale  of 
the  OflBce  for  Probate  of  Wills  and  Granting  Administra- 
tors. Dated  the  Two  and  Twentyeth  Day  of  June,  Anno. 
Dora.  1687." 

The  Inventory  (including  cash  in  bag,  £36: 10: 10), 
amounted  to  £103 :  04 :  00,  and  was  signed  by 

Mary  Tew, 
John  W.  Ward's  marke. 


Mr.  C.  P.  Coggeshall,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  sends  us  the 
following  abstract  of  Newport  wills  recorded  in  Boston, 
Mass.: 

George  Sisson.  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate 
of  his  sister,  Mary  Sisson,  June  24.  1687. 

John  Williams'  will,  dated  April  18,  1687,  mentions 

two  sons — Nathaniel ***  — ,  daughters  Mary,  Ann, 

Elizabeth,  biother-in-law  Zachariah  Whitman,  brother  Na- 
thaniel Williams,  of  Boston. 

JosBUA  Coggeshall,  of  Portsmouth,  will  dated 


13,   1687,  probated  June  15,  1683,  mentions  sons  Daniel, 
Joshua,    John,    Josias,  Caleb,  Isaac,  and  wife  Rebecca. 
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Appoints   Thomas  Townsend  and   John   Coggeshall,    of 
Portsmouth,  overseers. 

Bartholomew  Hunt^  will  dated  Feb.  11, 1686,  men- 
tions sons  Bartholomew,  Ezekiel  and  John.  Appoints  be- 
loved wife  and  Major  John  Albro,  executors.  Witnesses — 
John  Vaughan  and  John  Williams.  Probated  June  20, 
1687,  with  inventory, 

Richard  Barnes,  will  dated  April  7,  1687,  mentions 
sisters  Susannah  Loader,  Mary  Hyds,  Alice  Wilkins  and 
Hester,  also  Samuel  Bayley  and  William  James.  Wit- 
nesses— Wm.  Jannett,  John  Clarke,  John  Hulme,  Samuel 
Stapleton.     Probated  June  22,  1687,  with  inventory. 


WILL  OF  BENEDICT  ARNOLD,  OF  JAMESTOWN, 

1738. 


J  Benedict  Arnold,  of  Jamestown,  in  the  county  of  New- 
port, in  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations  in  New  England,  yeoman,  being  of  a  sound 
and  disposing  mind  and  memory,  living  praises  and  hum- 
ble thanksgivings  be  to  the  great  God  of  all  mercies  for  it. 
I  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body,  do,  in  order 
to  settle  my  worldly  affairs  before  my  great  change  comes, 
make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  man- 
ner and  form  following,  viz. : 

Principally  and  first  of  all,  I  commit  my  soul  to  Al- 
mighty and  Most  Merciful  God,  and  my  body  to  be  buried 
in  decent  manner  by  my  executrix  and  executor  hereafter 
uamed,  hoping  to  partake  of  a  joyful  resurrection  through 
faith  in  the  great  Mediator  and  Redeemer,  Christ  Jesus, 
the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  and  as  touching  my  world- 
ly estate  I  give,  devise  and  dispose  of  tlie  same  as  follow- 
eth: 

Imprimis, — I  will  that  all  my  just  debts,  together  with 
my  funeral  charges  (in  which  I  would  have  no  show  or 
pomp),  be  well,  truly  and  speedily  paid  by  my  executrix 
and  executor  hereafter  named. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  dearly  beloved  wife, 
Phebe  Arnold,  all  the  estate  I  received  by  her,  part  of 
which  being  lot  of  land  (No.  4)  containing  about  18 
acres  (be  the  same  more  or  less),  situate  \y\i\g  and  being 
in  Jamestown,  and  is  the  south  end  of  the  farm  called  the 
triangular   farm,  the  said  thirteen  acres  being  bounded 
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Nortlierly  on  a    lot  (No.  9)  belonging  to  John  Hall,  and 
Easterly  on  a  liighway,  Southerly  partly  on  said  highway 
as  it  alters  in  course  toward  Mackerel  Cove  Beach,  and 
Westerly  on  an  eel-pond  and  a  certain  lot  being  an  appur- 
tenance of  the    aforesaid  thirteen  acre  lot,   and  (No.  4) 
likewise  containing  from  east  to  west  in  breadth,  six  rods, 
and   in   length  from  north  to  south,  twelve  rods,  bounded 
Nortlierly    on  the  highway  that  leads  from  ferry  to  ferry. 
Easterly    and  Southerly  on  a  lot  of  James  Carr's  (No  2), 
and  Westerly  on  a  lot  of  the  same  size,  and  (No.  3)  be- 
longing to  John  Hull  (both  the  said  lots  being  now  in  the 
possession  of  Benjamin   Sheffield)  unto  her,  her  heii*s  and 
assigns    forever,  unless   my  wife  bear  by  me  a  child  that 
shall    live  to  inherit  land  by  being  of  lawful  age,  then  I 
give  the  aforesaid  two  lots  to  the  said  child  and  the  prof- 
its  to  my  wife  till  such  child  arrive  to  full  age,  and  the 
remaining  part,  consisting  of  plate,  bedding,  glass,  pewter 
and  ironware,  and  other  household  goods,  and  a  bay  mare 
called  Rosannancy,  and  the  time  of  a  mulatto  girl  namad 
Peggy,    until    the  eleventh  day  of  August,  Anm)  D.imini, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  tifty-one,  at  which  time» 
if  she    live,  she  will  arrive  to  the  age  of  forty  years,  and 
then  my  will  is  that  she  shall  be  set  free. 

I  also  give  in  addition,  to  my  dear  wife,  my  large  Bible 
(which  mv  brother  Josiah  Arnold  brought  me  from  Lon- 
don),  first  part  of  William  Penn's  works,  and  Sewal's 
History  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  People  called 
Quakers  (all  in  folio),  1st  and  2d  parts  of  George  Fox's 
Journal,  a  liook  containing  thirty  sermons,  preached  by 
Stephen  Crisp,  (Juarrels,  Poems,  Paradise  Regained,  con- 
Uiining  SampsonV  Agonistics  and  Robert  Barkley's  Apol- 
ogy for  the  True  Christian  Faith,  and  Rol)ert  Wickins  ' 
Concordance,  the  bed  with  all  the  furniture  to  it  belong- 
ing, standing  now  in  the  new  bedroom,  on  which  we  now 
lodge,  and  couch  and  furniture,  with  my  watch,  which  was 
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my  grandfather  Arnold's,  my  clock,  cane,  cluiii*s,  dressing 
glass,  with  all  vessels  proper  to  or  for  the  preparing  and 
making  of  tea  and  coffee,  with  two  silver  porringers  and 
spoons  made  by  Samuel  Vernon,  and  a  silver  pepper-box, 
all  marked  B.  A.  P.,  and  one  silver  spoon  marked  B.  A., 
and  a  negro  woman  named  Hagar,  and  also  the  service  of 
a  negro  woman  nfimed  Jenny,  (or  20  years  from  the  thir- 
tieth of  September  last,  at  the  end  of  which  time  I  sup- 
pose she  will  be  about  forty  years  of  age,  and  then  my 
will  is  Ihat  she  shall  be  free,  and  the  service  of  a  negio 
girl  named  Rose  till  she  arrive  to  the  age  of  forty  years, 
which  will  be  on  the  tenth  day  of  May,  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy,  when  she  siiall  be  set  free,  and  that  no  chil- 
dren born  of  the  aforesaid  PclclTVi  Jennv  or  Hose  (after 
the  date  hereof)  be  made  to  serve  longer  than  the  girls 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  the  boys  thirty  years  of  age; 
and  I  also  give  to  my  dear  wife,  three  cows,  viz:  Hrindle, 
Beauty  and  l*rimrose,  and  two  red  yearling  heifers,  one  of 
which,  white  faced,  the  other  the  calf  of  mv  cow  called 
Scarlet,  and  thirty  slieepshe  shall  ciioose  out  of  my  whole 
iiock,  and  if  any  of  the  cows  or  sheep  so  given  to  her  do 
then  succle,  I  give  the  calf  or  calves,  lamb  or  lambs 
to  her,  with  its  dam,  together  with  half  my  swine  and  all 
my  poultry  of  every  sort,  with  my  bay  horse  called  Little 
Doctor,  my  oldest  white  mare  and  a  mare  called  Silver 
Hair,  and  a  black  yearling  horse,  the  foal  of  said  mare, 
and  the  best  suit  of  horse  furiiiture  (for  women's  riding) 
which  she  now  useth,  with  all  the  remainder  of  my  house- 
hold goods,  which  1  shall  not  in  this,  my  will,  hereafter 
particularly  dispose  of  to  other  persons. 

And  for  my  said  wife's  more  comfortable  support  and 
maintenance,  if  she  will  wholly  quit  her  right  of  thirds 
and  all  pretentions  of  right  to  the  thirds  of  the  south  part 
of  my  farm,  Beaverhead,  as  it  is  setoff  and  divided  from 
the  north  part  by  my  direction  as  hereafter  set  forth  on  a 
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:uu»  pamllul  with  the  dividing  line  between  my  brother 
Josirtli  Ariu>krs  land  and  mine,  set  off  by  bound  marks 
m>ui  I  ho  western  shore  to  the  eastern,  and  running  close 
Uv  llio  siiuithwest  corner  on  the  south  side  of  the  new  part 
oi  \i\\  dwelling  house,  through  the  north  end  of  a  bed- 
i^»ouu  wild  thon  ejisterly  through  the  room  called  the  hall» 
outliti>;  tho  hall  chimney  and  some  of  the  room  off  to  the 
horlh  ^whioh,  however,  I  preserve,  that  part  of  the  hall  so 
iaks'i)  i»iY  into  the  north  part  to  be  and  remain  to  the  use 
\\i  llio  snuth  part  so  long  as  it  shall  be  improved  foradwell- 
niji  nH»iu),  tho  said  south  part  being  in  width  from  north 
U»  «t»utli»  nint»ty-nine  rods  and  seven-tenths  of  a  rod,  and 
OiMilaihM  OHO  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  and  one  hun- 
ilnnl  and  srvtni  rods  as  by  the  draft  thereof  where  the  di- 
viMitui  linn  of  my  farm  is  pricked  off,  reference  thereto  be- 
hiK  hud  may  plainly  and  fully  appear,  and  if  she  will  ac- 
oiijit  tnid  takt^  up  with  her  thirds  of  my  whole  farm  out  of 
lltP  north  part  thereof,  bounded  on  the  aforesaid  line  be- 
hVMi'h  lliut  and  the  south,  and  all  the  other  part  of  it  on 
llin  hmIi.  walrr,  except  the  east  part  partly  on  a  beach,  the 
uiiiil  noilli  |mrt  containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
iininn  and  lifly-thn^e  rods,  which  is  about  fourteen  acres 
iiMHo  tliiih  iIh!  south  part,  I  say  if  my  wife  does  ac- 
MPjit  of  linr  thirds  of  the  whole  farm  out  of  the  north  part 
diMihK  Im'I  nulunil  life,  then  I  give  to  her  during  her  wid- 
ow hoof  I  l.hn  une  and  profit  of  all  the  remainder  of  land  in 
lhi»  noilh  part  (t'xcept  such  as  has  outhouses  upon  it), 
tvllh  n  roiivcnicnt  way  to  them;  and  I  do  also, .agreeable 
fo  hf'i  HMJiiiulion  luid  choice,  during  my  wife's  widow- 
\,niit\,  jMvr  hiT  the  ns(?  of  all  the  west  part  of  my  dwelling 
hoii-iu.  onn  room  <lrcp  from  west  to  east,  and  the  whole 
1/  h|/(h  rniiii  north  to  south  as  I  shall  now  describe  them, 
yi/  ihn  'WMith  room  being  a  closet  or  pantry;  the  next,  a 
hi  /Im»oiii,  Imving  <»no  low  chamber  over  both  ;  the  next  is 
•(  in'W  pJirl  of  my  house  in  which  we  now  live,  and  reach- 
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es  further  westward  than  any  other  part  of  my  aforesaid 
dwelling  house,  and  the  entry  that  leads  out  of  my  room 
called  the  hall  into  it ;  the  said  new  part  she  may  shut  up 
flush  with  the  west  side  of  the  hall,  and  may  as  aforesaid 
have  the  use  of  the  closet  in  said  entry  ;  and  on  the  lower 
floor  of  the  said  new  part  is  a  dwelling  or  fire-room,  a 
clothes-press  and  a  closet.  I  likewise  as  aforesaid,  give 
her  the  use  of  three  chambers,  that  the  one  pair  of  staira 
from  the  lower  floor  of  the  said  new  part  of  the  house 
leads  directly  to  the  door  of;  the  next  is  an  entry  with 
four  doors,  the  south  one  opening  into  the  said  new  part, 
the  west  one  into  a  close  called  the  little  warren,  and 
the  north  into  a  room  called  my  room,  and  the  east  door 
into  the  kitchen.  The  next  in  order  is  the  long  room, 
commonly  called  my  room,  and  then  two  small  rooms  be- 
yond these  northerly,  and  the  kitchen  and  a  chamber  that 
is  over  part  of  the  said  kitchen  that  is  lathed  and  plastered, 
and  a  closet  over  the  kitchen  buttery,  and  all  my  outbuild- 
ings south  of  my  dwelling  house,  with  a  suitable  way  to 
pass  to  and  from  them,  with  the  use  of  all  the  cellar  un- 
der the  kitchen  floor,  with  the  privilege  of  every  well  on 
my  farm  to  draw  or  pump  water  from  so  oft  as  she  re- 
quires it,  but  it  is  to  be  understood  that  my  wife's  one- 
third  part  of  the  buildings  on  my  farm  which  she  may 
claim  by  law,  is  included  in  the  houseing  before  described. 
And  my  will  is  that  my  wife  shall  be  allowed  the  keep- 
ing of  a  cow  with  winter  and  summer  meal  for  my  sister 
Freelove  Lilling>ston  during  her  abode  in  that  part  of  the 
house    which   I  have   assigned  her  my  said  sister  Lillings- 

ton. 

And  I  do  order  that  my  grey  three  year  and  vantage 
horse  be  kept  well  upon  the  north  part  of  my  said  farm, 
pasture  free,  for  the  space  of  twenty  years  next  after  my 
decease,  for  the  use  of  the  women  of  the  public  min- 
istry of   the  society  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  which 
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shall  Jesire  tht:  nix  ->f  cEic  sii'i  h'^rs-::  to  v:-it  :hnr  me^tiiizs 
of  t!ie  >;iiJ  j>*:opIe  to  ariy  {jaart  of  Xcw  Euz'-aiid.  Xew  York 
or  Philadtrlplkia.  allowiri^  niv  ex*:-.j!i:nxitii.i  executor  here- 
inafter iidmed,  aii«l  mv  <:>:ers,  to  ri  ie  the  <»4id  horse  at  oth- 
er  times,  but  (lisallon'  of  hL>  Inrisitj  ecnploved  :ri  anv  other 
use. 

I  also  qive  to  inv  dearlv  Wloved  wife  the  adilitional 
sum  of  fifty  {.•ounJs  in  bills  of  public  credit. 

Item. — I  ai>4.»  give  to  my  de.ir  ^i>:er,  Freelove  Liilin'jrs- 
ton,  daring  her  life  in  Xew  Eri:::a!id.  the  u^e  of  the  sever- 
al chitmbers  and  ijarret  over  the  p»  'm  calletl  the  hall,  in 
mv  dwell in;^'  hou^e,  with  «»ne-ihin;i  of  the  cellar  under  mv 
dwellinix  house,  and  the  use  t»t  one-«itiarter  of  an  acre  of 
hind  in  some  convenient  phice  near  mv  dwellini:  hoa^e  on 
the  nortli  part,  of  a  iiarden  to  !ie  well  fenced  for  her  use 
by  tlie  occupiers  t»f  that  part  of  my  farm.  I  a!>o  lend  her 
the  use  of  a  bed  and  furniture,  a  silver  porrinjer  and 
spoon  marked  B.  A.  P.,  a  large  looking  glass  in  my  hall,  a 
large  black  trunk,  a  small  square  i»ak  table,  mx  low  chaii-s, 
and  iron  ware,  viz:  a  pot,  kettle,  skillet,  chafing-dish,  fry- 
ing-pan, a  tramnieK  ca>t  iro!i  d«>i:>.  shovel  and  tongs,  two 
pewter  di>hes,  one  l>asin  and  eiglit  plates,  all  marked  B. 
A.  1\  and  H.  A.,  and  I  order  mv  executrix  and  executor 
hereafter  named  to  keep  twi»  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of 
mv  monev  or  bills  i>i  pui»lic  credit  to  interest,  and  to  pav 
the  interest  of  it  vearlv  to  mv  s;iid  sister  durinir  as  afore- 
said  her  life  in  New  England.  At  her  decease  I  give  the 
above  iroinls  aiid  monev  to  her  children  that  survive  her, 
and  I  irive  her  mv  cow  called  Gentle,  and  during  her 
abode  in  niv  si\id  house  the  keepin'j:  of  a  cow  with  both 
summer  and  winter  meal,  on  the  norili  part  of  my  farm. 

\'\-Y.\u — I  irivc  order  to  mv  executrix  and  executor  here- 
afli'r  nanicd,  two  hundred  pounds  of  my  money  or  bills  of 
public  credit    at    interest,    and    pay    the    interest   to    my 
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niece,  Damaris  Williams,  annually  during  her  natural  life, 
and  after  her  decease  I  give  the  two  hundred  pounds  to 
her  children,  to  be  paid  them  by  ray  executrix  and  execu- 
tor hereafter  named.  I  also  give  to  my  said  niece  my  cow 
called  Straburg,  being  red  with  a  white  face. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  nephew,  Robert  Robinson,  the  use 
of  a  lot  of  land  during  his  natural  life,  containing  five 
acres  and  one  quarter,  bounded  as  followeth  :  Northerly 
on  the  highway  that  leads  from  ferry  to  ferry  in  James- 
town ;  Easterly  on  a  highway  that  leads  to  Mackerel  Cove 
beach  ;  Southerly  on  a  lot  of  James  Carr ;  and  Westerly 
on  land  of  John  Hall ;  and  after  his  decease  I  give  it  to 
the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  forever,  and  for 
want  of  such  issue,  then  to  my  nephew,  Benedict  Lillings- 
toil,  forever,  and  in  addition  to  the  vearlv  rent  of  said  lot 
I  order  my  executrix  and  executor  to  put  to  interest  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  improve  the  profits  there- 
of in  supporting  and  bringing  up  my  said  nephew  till  he 
arrive  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  :  he  being  born  on 
the  seventh  day  of  February,  A.  D.  l729-^>0,  he  will  be 
twentv-one  the  seventh  dav  of  February,  Anno  Domini, 
1750-51.  My  will  is  that  he  be  kept  constantly  to  learn- 
ing books — English  and  Latin — till  he  arrive  to  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  that  he  be  kept  to  the  meeting  of  the 
people  ca^ed  Quakers  until  he  be  capable  to  choose  for 
himself,  and  at  the  ai^e  of  sixteen  years  I  do  order  that  he 
be  put  an  apprentice  into  some  sober  family  to  learn  such 
mechanical  trade  as  he  shall  choose  till. he  arrive  to  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years. 

And  I  do  order  my  executrix  and  executor  hereafter 
named,  who  I  also  appoint  to  bring  up  my  said  nephew 
(if  he  live  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years)  with  the  profit 
of  said  lot  of  land  and  with  the  interest  of  the  said  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  that  when  the  said  Robert 
Robinson   shall   arrive    to   twenty-one  years  of  age,  that 
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they  pay  him  fifty  pounds  out  of  the  aforesaid  sum,  but  if 
he  decease  before  he  attain  to  said  age,  then  I  dispose  of 
the  said  fifty  pounds  to  my  sister  Freelove  Lillingston, 
and  I  give  to  my  said  nephew,  to  be  delivered  to  him  then 
by  my  executrix  and  executor  hereafter  named,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  one  cane,  one  half  of  my  small  tools 
already  put  up  in  a  chest  for  him  and  marked  R.  R.,  and 
one  silver  porringer  and  two  spoons  marked  I.  A.  S.,  and 
three  spoons,  a  pair  of  shoe-buckles  marked  P.  A.,  a  look- 
ing glass  with  a  Japan  frame,  two  beds  with  bedstead  and 
bedding,  with  a  suit  of  red  China  curtains  and  valences, 
two  tables — one  a  large  oval  table  in  the  hall,  the  other 
a  square  table  with  a  drawer  and  a  maple  joint  stool  in 
the  bed  room,  a  large  trunk  in  the  bedroom  chamber,  two 
dishes  and  six  plates,  pewter,  marked  I.  A.  S.,  and  some 
of  them  with  P.  A.,  a  brass  kettle,  brass  mortar  and  pes- 
tle, an  iron  pot  and  kettle,  a  trammel,  a  pair  of  low 
and  iron  slu>vel  and  tongs,  and  if  there  be  anything  among 
my  household  goods  which  did  formerly  belong  to  his 
father  or  mother,  my  desire  is  that  it  may  be  reserved  for 
h'uu  ;  moreover  my  Bible  with  silver  cornel's  and  clasps, 
marked  P.  A. 

Itkm. — I  give  to  my  nephew,  Jonathan  Law,  Jr.,  of 
Wick  ford,  a  three  year  and  vantage  mare,  black,  with  a 
snip  in  her  face,  called  Hlaze  :  also  my  negro  man  named 
York,  my  negro  woman  named  Sarah,  my  negro  boy's 
tinu«  named  I{ogei*s,  until  he  arrive  to  the  age  of  thirty- 
six  yeai-s,  at  which  time  he  shall  be  free.  He  being  born 
July  1«,  17:^2,  will  be  thirty-six  years  old  July  18,1762. 

I'PKM. —  I  jrivo  to  my  sister,  Ann  Tibbaly,  a  silver  por- 
ingerund  spoon  marked  H.  A.  P.,  and  the  use  of  my  negro 
wnman  imiued  Lancaster  during  her  natural  life,  and  the 
usf  \)(  a  negro  girl  named  Clero  until  the  tenth  of  April 
in    the  yi'ar  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three. 
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at  whicli  time  she  will  be  thirty-six  years  of  age,  and  then 
my  will  is  that  she  sliall  he  set  free,  and  if  my  said  sister 
Ann  should  die  before  the  said  Lancaster,  then  my  will  is 
that  the  said  Lancaster  shall  be  free  at  her  death,  and  the 
remaining  time,  if  any,  in  the  negro  girl,  to  her  son  Ar- 
nold Tibbaly,  until  the  said  negro  girl  Clero  arrive  to  thir- 
ty-six years  of  age,  and  my  will  is  that  Sarah  and  Clero's 
children  that  shall  be  born  hereafter,  be  kept  in  service, 
the  males  for  thirty -six  years,  and  females  eighteen  years 
and  no  longer. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  nephew,  Arnold  Tibbaly,  my 
youngest  white  mare. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  sister,  Frances  Allen,  a  silver  por- 
ringer and  spoon  marked  B.  A.  P. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  nephew,  Edward  Allen,  his  choice 
of  my  four  year  and  vantage  gelding  horse  and  my  best 
leather  quilted  saddle. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  three  nieces,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and 
Francis  Sanford,  each  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  in  bills  of 
public  credit,  to  be  paid  to  each  of  them  by  my  executrix 
and  executor,  hereafter  named,  when  they  shall  attain  to 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  or  upon  the  day  of  marriage, 
which  shall  first  happen,  and  in  case  either  or  any  of  them 
die  before  the  said  time,  that  then  the  survivor  or  survi- 
vors shall  enjoy  what  was  given  to  the  deceased,  equally 
between  the  survivors,  and  if  only  a  survivor,  then  all  to 
her. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  brother,  Josiah  Arnold,  and  to  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  the  rights  that  I  have  by  my 
father's  will  to  the  ferry  house  land,  wharf,  boat  and  pie;*, 
now  in  the  possession  of  Benjamin  Sheffield;  and  I  give  to 
my  said  brother  the  use  of  my  negro  man  named  Eben,  till 
the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirtv-four,  and  then  if  the  said  negro  Eben  com. 
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ply  with  the  conditions  following,  to  wit :  to  quit  this 
Island  of  Jamestown  in  one  week's  time  after  the  said 
twenty-eighth  of  September,  1734,  and  never  afterwards 
return  to  this  Island  of  Jamestown  more  or  oftener  than 
once  in  the  full  space  of  twelve  months,  and  then  not  to 
tarry  upon  said  Island  the  succeeding  night  (extraordinary 
casualties  for  his  or  causing  his  tarrying  all  night  excepted), 
and  then  my  will  is  that  the  said  Eben  be  set  free,  but  if 
he  will  not  comply  with  the  said  conditions  or  forfeit  the 
same  after  the  said  twenty-eighth  day  of  September  and 
the  week  allowed  him  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  then  I  give  said  Eben  to  my 
brother  Josiah  Arnold  forever,  and  I  order  that  all  this 
paragraph  of  my  will  rehiting  to  my  negro  man  Eben,  be 
copied  out  in  full  and  attested  by  the  Town  Clerk  and 
given  to  him  the  said  Eben  at  or  before  his  freedom,  that 
he  may  perfectly  understand  the  conditions  therein  con- 
tained. And  also  I  give  to  my  said  brother,  Josiah  Ar- 
nold, a  two-year  old  and  vantage  grey  horse,  with  a  snip 
in  his  face,  my  buff  belt  with  the  plate  belonging  to  it, 
and  my  best  fowling  piece,  and  all  my  utensils  for  gun- 
ning. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  sister,  Content  Arnold,  my  half  of 
a  lot  in  the  township  (No.  3)  which  I  have  in  partnership 
with  my  brother,  Josiah  Arnold,  to  her  and  her  heirs  and 
assigns  forever  ;  also  I  give  unto  my  said  sister.  Content 
Arnold,  one  feather  bed  and  furniture  worth  thirtv-five 
pounds  of  bills  of  public  credit. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  sister,  Katharine  Arnold,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  bills  of  public  credit, 
to  be  paid  by  my  executrix  and  executor  hereafter  named, 
and  one  feather  bed. 

Item. — I  give  unto  my  sister.  Comfort  Arnold,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  legucy  left  her  by  our  father,  including  with  it 
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the  eight  poiuuls  for  the  fifth  part  of  the  sale  of  Dinah  ; 
the  whole  of  the  legacy  with  the  eight  pounds  was  near 
one  hundred  pounds,  and  I  give  her  so  much  more  money 
in  bills  of  public  credit  as  will,  with  the  abovesaid,  make 
and  complete  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to 
be  paid  by  my  executrix  and  executor  hereafter  named. 

Item. — I  give  unto  Lydia  Norton  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds  in  bills  of  public  credit  to  be  paid  to  her  by  my 
executrix  and  executor  hereafter  named. 

Item. — I  give  to  Elizai)eth,  daughter  to  Peter  Green, 
and  granddaughter  to  Ebenezer  Slocum  (both  deceased) 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  in  bills  of  public  credit,  to 
be  paid  by  my  executrix  and  executor  hereafter  named. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  apprentice,  Andrew  Langworthy, 
and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  my  half  of  the  town- 
ship lot  (No.  16)  that  I  have  in  possession,  with  my 
brother,  Josiah  Arnold,  with  all  my  shoemaker's  tools  and 
lasts  and  four  moulds  for  casting  mettle. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  the  sum  of  five  pounds  to 
the  purchasing  of  a  Bible  and  silver  spoons  to  be  marked 

(the  gift  of  Benedict  Arnold  to )  to  each  of  my  dear 

sisters — Ann  Tibbaly,  Francis  Allen,  Freelove  Lillingston, 
Abigail  Belcher,  Mary  Collins,  Content  Arnold,  Katharine 
Arnold  and  Comfort  Arnold;  to  my  dear  brother,  Jo- 
siah Arnold,  and  to  each  of  my  brothers'  and  sisters' 
children,  namely :  Sarah  Piggott,  Damaris  Williams, 
Jonathan  Law,  Arnold  Tibbaly,  Edward  Allen,  Elizabeth, 
Sarah  and  Frances  Sanford,  Robert  Robinson,  Benedict 
Lillingston,  Ann  Lillingston,  Benjamin  Belcher,  Phebe 
Belcher,  Abigail  'Belcher,  Josiah  Arnold,  James  Collins, 
and  to  each  of  the  grandchildren  of  my  sister,  viz  :  To 
George,  Francis,  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Ann  and  Samuel  Piggot, 
Palsgrave  and  John  Williams,  and  the  same  gift  to  my 
wife's   sisters,  Abigail  Carr   and  Alary  Northup,  the  like 
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gift  and  for  the  same  use  to  my  cousins,  viz.:  Benedict 
Bull,  Benedict  and  Phebe  Wastecoat,  and  to  Lodowick 
and  Mary  Updike,  the  son  and  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Anstis  Updike,  and  to  Phebe  Hull  ;  and  I  give  the  same 
to  Ann  Richmond,  daughter  of  John  Richmond  of  Wes- 
terly, to  Benjamin  Sheffield,  an  infant,  Andrew  Langwor- 
thy,  Benedict  R'emijigton,  Benedict  Fones  and  Henry 
Dawson. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  sister's  use  my  second  suit  of  horse 
furniture  for  women's  riding  and  also  the  privilege  of 
riding  my  two  year  and  vantage  horse,  viz. :  a  sorrel  geld- 
ing with  a  white  snip  in  his  face,  and  I  order  that  the  said 
horse  be  well  kept  and  pasture  free  upon  the  south  part 
of  my  farm  for  the  space  of  twenty  years  next  after  my 
decease  for  my  aforesaid  sister's  use,  and  also  for  the  use 
of  the  women  of  the  public  ministry  of  the  society  of 
the  people  called  Quakers  that  shall  desire  the  use  of  the 
sjiid  horse  to  visit  the  meetings  of  the  said  people  to  any 
part  of  New  England,  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  allow- 
ing my  executrix  and  executor  hereafter  to  ride  this  last 
mentioned  sorrel  horse,  and  the  aforementioned  grey 
horse  at  such  times  as  when  none  of  the  above  mentioned, 
to  whose  use  the  said  two  horses  are  given,  shall  require 
the  use  of  them,  my  said  executrix  and  executor  keeping 
the  said  horses  well  shod  and  allowing  of  them  oats,  there- 
fore my  will  is  that  the  two  aforesaid  horses  be  not  other- 
wise rode  or  used  but  as  aforesaid  expressed. 

Item. — I  order  that  the  piece  of  ground  where  my  fa- 
ther and  mother  lies  buried  and  several  other  relatives, 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  mv  orchard,  in  form  four 
square,  each  side  containing  three  rods,  be  well  fenced 
with  a  stone  wall  six  feet  high  inclosing  the  whole,  except 
ii  suitable  gateway'  to  it,  and  that  a  suitable  gate  be  placed 
there,   and   all   this   to  be  completed  within  the  space  of 
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one  vear  next  after  mv  decease,  tlie  said  wall  and  grate  to 
be  forever  kept  in  good  repair  by  the  occupiers  of  that 
part  of  the  farm  in  which  it  lies. 

Item. — I  order  that  tlie  sum  of  five  pounds  be  yearly 
paid  to  John  Hamniett  for  the  tei  m  of  four  years  next  to 
come,  upon  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  that  with- 
in  the  said  term  he  have  one  cow  well  wintered,  one  win- 
ter on  the  north  part  of  n)y  farm,  the  aforesaid  John 
Hammett,  in  consideration  thereof,  to  school  the  child  of 
William  Mott  and  one  more  poor  child  if  it  presents,  dur- 
ing the  aforesaid  term. 

Item. — I  give  unto  John  Torry  thirty  pounds  in  bills 
of  public  credit,  with  the  inteiest  of  which  I  desire  him 
to  procure  his  son  Benedict  such  learning  that  he  may  be 
capable  to  read  well  in  the  Bible  afore  given  him. 

Item. — My   will   is,  that   if  my  wife  shall  bv  me  bear  a 

child   in    my   life  or  within  the  time  of  life  after  my  de- 
«■  « 

cease,  then  I  give  and  devise  unto  such  child  as  my  said 
wife  shall  bear  by  me,  whether  son  or  daughter,  and  to 
his  or  her  heirs  forever,  all  that  my  farm  whereon  I  now 
dwell,  called  Beaverhead,  together  with  all  my  right  on 
Dutch  Island,  being  above  twenty  acres,  also  my  town- 
ship lot  (No.  21)  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  ferry 
highway  in  Jamestown,  which  said  lot  I  bought  of  Ed- 
ward and  James  Carr,  and  also  as  many  cattle  and  sheep 
as  I  shall  leave  on  said  farm,  called  Beaverliead,  at  mv  de- 
cease,  and  to  he  delivered  to  liim  or  her  alike  for  gender, 
soil  and  age,  with  my  two  largest  looking  ghisses,  my  ter- 
restrial globe  and  its  frame,  my  seven  large  maps  hanging 
in  my  great  room  (called  the  parlor  and  parlor  chamber), 
my  telescope  and  scrutore,  my  books,  viz.,  the  works  of 
the  learned  Hugh  Broughton,  Fuller's  Pisgal ,  Ba- 
ker's Chronicle,   Plutarch's   Life,   Gage's  Survey  of  the 


34  Will  of  Benedict  Arnold. 

West  Indies,  Geographicul  Dictionary  (all  in  folio).  Ga- 
zetteer, Predeux,  Cronology,  Noseteipsum,  Howell's  Let- 
ters and  Advice  to  a  son,  and  all  my  other  books,  a  silver 
tankard  with  my  coat  of  arms  npon  it,  marked  B.  A,  P. 
a  silver  cup  marked  B.  A.,  D.,  three  pairs  of  gold  linked 
buttons  marked  B.  A.,  one  piece  of  coined  gold,  all  my 
plate,  buttons  and  shoe  buckles,  with  my  walking  cane 
and  a  suit  of  hair  camblet,  and  mv  cloak,  toorether  with 
all  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  Beaverhead, farm  rights 
on  Dutch  Island,  and  lot  of  land  (No.  21)  for  his  or  her 
support,  maintenance  and  good  school  learning  in  both 
English  and  Lathi,  and  the  overplus  of  the  profits  to  be 
improved  at  interest  for  him,  if  it  be  a  son,  till  he  arrive 
to  the  afje  of  twentv-one  years,  and  if  such  child  be  a 
daughter,  then  for  her  till  she  arrive  to  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years. 

Item. — My  will  is,  that  if  mv  wife  bv  me  bear  two 
sons,  then  I  give  to  the  first  born  of  said  sons  mv  farm 
called  Beaverhead  alid  five  acres  on  Dutch  Island,  togeth- 
er with  two  hundred  and  sixty  sheep,  none  of  which  to 
be  under  one  year  old  and  not  to  exceed  six  vears  old; 
the  sort  is  to  be  two  hundred  ewes,  t^n  rams,  and  fiflv 
wethers,  and  neat  cattle,  four  oxen,  ten  cows,  six  two  year 
olds,  to  be  a  bull,  two  steers,  and  three  heifers  and  ten 
yearling  cattle,  and  two  links  of  gold  buttons  marked 
B.  A.,  and  the  silver  tankard  and  silver  cup,  and  the 
seven  maps,  tellescope,  Scruton  globe,  cane,  cloak,  and 
suit  of  hair  cambled,  with  all  the  books  herein  before 
particularly  named,  to  an  only  child,  with  my  largest 
looking  glass,  half  my  plate  buttons,  one  pair  of  shoe 
buckles,  and  a  bed  and  furniture,  everything  completed 
together  with  all  the  profits  of  the  said  Beaverhead 
farm,  the  five  acres  on  Dutch  Island,  and  the  aforesaid 
cattle  and  sheep,  to  be  improved   for  his  support  and 
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maiiitainance,  and  liis  being  well  educated  in  good  school 
learning  both  English  and  Latin,  and  tlie  oveii)his  of 
said  profits  to  be  improved  at  interest  for  him  till  he 
arrives  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  then  to  be 
paid  to  him  by  my  executrix  and  executor  hereattor 
named,  except  so  much  of  tlie  aforesaid  profits  as  it  will 
require  to  bring  up  my  other  son  as  hereafter  dv\^'^.ted  till , 
he  arrives  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Item. — And  to  my  second  son  I  give  all  tfie  remainder 
of  my  estate  both  real  and  personal,  be  it  what  it  will  or 
where  it  will,  excepting  what  is  before  this  in  this  my 
will  already  given  away,  and  my  will  is  that  both  princi- 
pal and  profits  shall  be  improved  to  the  best  advantage 
for  him  by  my  executrix  and  executor  until  he  arrives  to 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  then  to  be  delivered  np 
to  him  and  paid,  and  that  he  shall  be  well  educated  and 
brought  up  in  school  learning,  both  English  and  Latin, 
till  he  arrives  to  the  ^^x^  of  sixteen  vears,  and  then  to  be 
put  an  apprentice  to  such  mechanical  art  or  trade  as  he 
shall  choose,  and  into  a  sober  family,  the  charge  w-hereof 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  estate  given  to  my  first  .son. 

Item. — If  mv  wife  shall  bear  bv  me  a  son  and  daughter 
then  I. give  to  the  son  all  such  bequests  as  are  afore- 
mentioned to  the  eldest  of  two  sons,  and  in  the  like 
manner  in  every  respect  and  his  bringing  up  and  educa- 
tion to  be  the  same  and  in  like  manner  as  aforesaid 
directed  for  the  eldest  in  case  she  bears  me  two  sons,  and 
to  my  daughter  I  give  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  ray 
estate  both  real  and  personal  except  what  is  before  this 
in  this  my  will  given  away,  and  that  the  whole  given  her, 
both  principal  and  profits,  shall  be  improved  for  the  best 
advantage  by  my  executrix  and  executor  hereafter  named^ 
until  she  arrives  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  thei\ 
shall  be  delivered  and  paid  to  her,  and  that  she  shall  be 
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Having  declared  what  my  will  is  relating  to  my  worldly 
estate  in  case  my  wife  should  by  me  bear  a  child  or 
children  I  proceed  to  express  the  same  and  particularize 
what  disposition  thereof  shall  be  made  in  case  my  wife 
shall  have  no  issue  born  of  her  body  l)y  me,  or  if  she 
should  by  me  bear  a  child  and  that  child  should  decease 
while  an  infant,  or  without  issue  of  his  or  her  the  said 
child's  body  begotten  or  born. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  sister,  Ann  Tibbols,  in  addition  to 
her  former  bequest,  one  piece  of  coined  gold,  my  largest 
looking-glass  save  one,  which  now  hangs  in  my  parlor 
chamber,  a  large  Spannish  red  cedar  chest  standing  in  my 
hall,  together  with  the  use  of  one  hundred  pounds  in  bills 
of  credit  during  her  natural  life,  and  after  her  decease  I 
give  said  one  hundred  pounds  to  her  son,  Arnold  Tibbols, 
with  the  addition  of  two  pairs  of  linked,  wrought  gold 
buttons  marked  B.  A.,  one  pair  of  silver  shoe  buckles, 
one-third  part  of  my  plate  buttons,  and  one-third  i)art  of 
my  wearing  apparel,  together  with  ten  acres,  twenty -six 
rods  and  two-thirds  of  a  rod  of  land  on  Dutch  Island, 
lying  and  being  in  common  and  undivided  with  the  rest 
of  the  Island,  to  belong  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for- 
ever. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  dear  sister  Frances  Allen  my  silver 
tank,  and  with  my  coat  of  arms  upon  it  and  marked 
B.  A.  P.,  in  addition  to  the  former  bequests  to  her. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  nephew  Edward  Allen  in  addition 
to  my  former  bequest  to  him,  my  clock,  my  walking  cane, 
together  with  my  township  lot  (No.  21)  which  I  bought 
of  Edward  and  Fannv  Carr,  and  is  bounded  southerly  on 
It  highway  leading  from  ferry  to  ferry  in  Jamestown,  and 
westerly  on  the  ferry  lot  (No.  22)  whore  Henjamin 
Sheffield  now  lives  (and  both  ye  said  lots  are  now  in  the 
said  Sheffield's  possession)   to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 
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I  jiUo  '^nve  to  the  said  Edward  Allen  my  four  Urge  maps 
of  ih*-  four  (juarters  of  the  world,  all  the  works  of  the 
l#rariifd  llu;<h  Broughtoii  iu  one  volume,  Bailey's  dictioii- 
firv.  \Virij;ale's arithmetic,  Howell's  letters,  Nosseteiuso me 
AUi\  mv  (iazeteer. 

Itkm. — I  ^ive  in  addition  to  \\\y  former  bequests  to  my 
uu'CK  I)amaris  Williams,  the  sum  of  one  pounds  in  bills  of 
/:r*!dit  to  be  paid  bv  my  executrix  and  executor  hereafter 
riHrn<'d. 

Itkm. — I^ive  to  my  nieces  Elizal)eth,  Sarah  and  Frances 
H.mdlord  the  additional  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
poiind.H,  to  be  paid  to  each  and  every  of  them  as  they  shall 
j»rriv«T  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  or  day  of  marriage 
whir:h  .-^liall  fii-st  hap[)en,  by  my  executrix  and  executor 
h<:i'raft«rr  named.  And  in  case  anvofthem  die  l)efore  the 
^iiu\  hiiir?  that  the  surviver  and  survivers  shall  enjoy  what 
wn*.  wa»*  given  unto  the  deceased  equally  to  tlie  survivei*s. 

I'rKM.—  I  give  to  my  nephew  Robert  Robinson  two  links 
/?f  ;^oId  buttons,  one  of  which  is  marked  B.,  one-third  of 
my  jibit*:  l)iitti)ns.  one  pair  of  shoe-buckles  and  my  suit  of 
hair  <:atnl»b;t,  with  a  pair  ot  silk  stockings  of  the  same 
';oloj . 

Itkm. — I  give  to  my  nephew  Ji)nathan  Law  a  third  part 
of  niy  phite  buttons  and  the  rest  of  my  wearing  appareU 
my  ncniiore  and  three  large  maps. 

Itkm. — I  give  to  my  cousin   Benedict   Bull  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds,  bill  of  credit,  and  to  be  paid  by  my  executrix 
and  <jxe(Mitor    hereafter  named,  to  his  m  >ther  for  his  use, 
h<;r   to   improve   it  for  his   best  advantage  and   with  the 
interest  j)ay  his  schooling  and  buy  him  books,  etc. 

Itk.m. — I  give  to  my  cousin  Benedict  VVastecoat,  my 
largest  silver  box  marked  Benedict  Arnold,  my  best  gun 
afid  my  n^an  y(;arling  mare. 
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Item. — I  give  unto  Benedict  Livingston  during  his 
natural  life  the  use  of  a  lot  of  land  containing  five  acres 
and  a  quarter,  being  the  same  lot  mentioned  in  the  sixth 
page  of  this  my  will,  and  bounded  as  follows  :  Northerly 
on  the  liighway  that  leads  from  fervy  to  ferry  in  James- 
town, easterly  on  a  highway  leading  to  Mackrel  Cove, 
southerly  on  a  lot  of  James  Carr  and  westerly  on  land  of 
John  Hull,  and  after  his  decease  I  give  it  to  the  heirs  of 
his  body  lawfully  begotten  for  ever,  and  for  want  of  such 
heirs  to  my  nephew  Edward  Allen,  and  the  heirs  of  his 
body  lawfully  begotten  forever,  and  in  case  such  heirs 
fail,  then  to  my  nephew  Jonathan  Law  and  to  the  heirs  of 
his  body  lawfully  begotten  forever,  and  in  case  such  heirs 
fail  then  to  my  nephew  Robert  Robinson  and  tlie  heirs  of 
his  body  lawfully  begotten  for  ever,  and  for  want  of  such 
issue  then  to  my  ne[)hew  Arnold  Tobbols,  and  the  heirs 
of  his  body  lawfully  begotten  for  ever. 

Whereby  I  have  mentioned  in  page  the  sixth  of  this  my 
will  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  money  hs  bills  of 
public  credit,  to  be  held  at  interest  bv  mv  executrix  and 
executor  hereafter  named,  and  the  interest  of  it  to  be  used 
for  the  maintainance  of  my  nephew  Robert  Robinson,  and 
whereas  I  have  in  page  the  seventh  ordered  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds  of  the  aforesaid  sum  to  be  p:iid  to  him  when 
he  arrives  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  If  my  wife 
should  by  me  bear  a  child  now  I  order  that  the  remaining 
three  hundred  pounds  shall  be  paid  to  him  when  he 
arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  if  my  wife  siiall  so 
bear  a  child,  but  if  mv  wife  bear  no  child  bv  me  then  I 
give  the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  to  my 
three  Fisters  equally,  viz. :  Freelove  Livingstone,  Abigail 
Belcher  and  Mary  Collins,  to  be  paid  to  them  or  to  the 
legal  representatives  of  tliose  who  may  be  deceased,  after 
the  said  Robert  Robinson  being  brought  up  to  the  age  of 
twenty-one  yeai-s,  and  in  case  the  said  Robert   Robinson 
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should  die  l)efore  he  arrives  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  then  also  said  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  shall  in 
like  manner  be  divided  amoujOfst  my  said  sisters  by  my 
executrix  and  executor  hereafter  named. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  brother  Josiah  Arnold  the  follow- 
ing books,  viz. :  Fuller's  Pisgah  Soght  of  the  Holy  Land, 
Fuller's  history  of  the  Holy  Wars ;  Christian  Religion, 
written  by  Zachary  ;  Verinus  and  Englished,  by  Henry 
Pary ;  Military  Discipline;  Geographical  Dictionary; 
Plutrarch's  Lives  (all  in  folio)  more  wonders  of  the  prin- 
cipal world,  Europe  ;  Table  General ;  Divine  Poems,  and 
Speculum  Speculatum,  the  two  last  by  George  Withers 
Hudibrass  ;  English  and  Dutch  Literboreal  Truth  Mani- 
fest of  the  Civil  Wars ;  Bridge's  Seven  Sermons,  a  sermon 
book  written  by  Thomas  Fuller;  Advice  to  a  Son; 
Matthias  Brodiux's  Crouology  and  Daniel  Catcher;  my 
terrestrial  globe,  telescope,  my  largo  speaking  trumpet, 
my  silver  cup  marked  B.  D.  A.,  and  all  the  small  tools 
and  utensils  in  my  tool  room,  and  my  silver  seal  with  coat 
of  arms  on  it. 

Itkm. — I  give  to  John  Hull,  son  to  Teddeman  Hull, 
mv  Baker's  Chronicles,  and  mv  ai?ate  cane  head. 

Item. — I  order  that  my  great  gla^s  hanging  in  the 
great  looni  called  the  parlor,  shall  remain  there  for  the 
use  of  those  who  have  the  use  of  said  room  forever. 

lTE>r. — I  give  to  my  nei)hew  Josiah  Arnold  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds  current  money  or  bill  of  credit. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  nephew  James  Collens  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  pounds  in  bills  of  public  credit. 

Item. — And  all  the  remainder  of  my  books  not  before 
given  away,  I  give  to  be  equally  divided  berweon  my  two 
nephews  Jonathan  Law  and  Arnold  Tobbols. 
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Item. — It  is  to  be  understood  that  if  my  wife  should 
bear  me  no  child,  or  if  she  should  bear  ine  a  child  or 
children  that  should  decease  without  leaving  issue  be- 
hind them,  then  I  dispose  of  my  said  land  in  the  following 
manner.  Imprimis:  I  give  and  devise  to  my  nephew 
Jonathan  Law  of  Milford,  the  use  of  the  south  part  of  my 
farm  called  Beaverhead,  whereon  I  now  dwell,  during 
his  natural  life,  also  five  acres  of  land  on  Dutch  Island, 
and  after  his  decease  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully 
begotten,  to  the  third  generation,  then  to  them  and  their 
heirs  forever,  said  south  part  containing  one  lumdred  and 
twenty-four  acres  and  one  hundred  and  seven  rods,  being 
in  bredth,  from  nortli  to  south,  ninetv-nine  rods  and 
seven  tenths  of  a  rod,  and  l)ouuded  northerly  on  the 
north  part  of  said  farm  as  the  bounds  are  set  forth  in  the 
third  and  fourth  pages  of  this  my  will,  and  on  the  drafts 
of  the  said  farm,  reference  thereunto  being  had,  may  more 
fully  appear,  easterly  on  Mackrel  Cove,  southerly  on  my 
brother  Josiah  Arnold's  lan<l,  and  westerly  on  the  Xarra- 
gansett  Bay,  an<l  said  five  acres  on  Dutch  Island  lying  in 
common  and  undivided. 

But  in  case  such  issue  fail  then  I  give  the  use  of  the 
south  part  of  my  farm  and  said  five  acres  on  Dutch  Island 
to  my  nephew  Edward  Allen  during  his  natural  life,  and 
after  his  decease  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten 
to  the  third  generation,  and  then  to  them  and  their  heirs 
and  assigns  forever. 

And  in  case  such  heirs  should  fail  then  I  give  the  use 
of  the  said  fourth  part'of  my  farm,  and  said  five  acres  on 
Dutch  Island  to  my  nephew  Robert  Robinson  during  his 
natural  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  the  heirs  of  his  body 
lawfully  begotten  to  the  third  generation,  and  then  to 
them  and  tlieir  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

And  in  case  such  heirs  should  fail  then  I  cjive  the  use 
of  the  said  south  part  of  my  said   farm,  and  the  said   five 
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acres  on  Dutch  Island  to  my  nephew  Arnold  Tibhols 
during  liis  natural  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  the  heirs 
of  his  body  lawfully  hec^otten  to  the  third  generation,  and 
then  to  them  and  llieir  heirs  and  assiirns  forever. 

And  in  case  such  heirs  should  fail  then  I  ijive  the  said 
use  of  my  said  south  part  of  my  said  farm  and  the  said 
five  acres  of  land  on  Dutch  Island  to  my  nephew  Benedict 
Lillingston  during  liis  natural  life,  and  after  his  decease  to 
the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten  to  the  third  gen- 
eration, and  tlien  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever. 

And  in  case  such  heirs  should  fail  then  I  give  the  said 
use  of  my  said  south  part  of  said  farm  and  the  said  five 
acres  of  land  on  Dutch  Island  to  my  brother  Josiah 
Arnold  durin<'  his  natural  life,  and  aftei*  his  decease  to 
the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten  to  the  third  geu- 
eration  and  then  to  them  and  their  huirs  and  assigns  for- 
ever. 

And  in  case  such  lieirs  should  fail  then  I  crive  the  said 
south  part  of  my  farm  and  the  said  five  acres  on  Dutch 
Island  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and  its  successors 
forever. 

Itkm. — Mv  will  is  if  my  wife  should  bear  me  no  child, 
or  if  she  should  bear  me  a  child  or  childr -n  that  should 
decease  without  issue  born  or  begotten  of  their  body 
behind  them,  then  from  and  after  the  decease  of  mv  said 
wife  Pheebe  Arnold,  I  give  the  use  of  the  north  part  of 
my  farm  wliereon  I  now  dwell,  containing  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  acres  and  fifty-three  rods,  and  bounded 
southerly  on  the  south  parts  of  the  said  farm  before  given 
awav,  westerlv  and  northerly  on  the  salt  water,  and 
east«*rly  upon  Eel  Piind  and  Mackrel  Cove  beach,  together 
with  five  acres  of  land  on  Dutch  Island,  lying  and  being 
in  connnon  and  undivided  with  the  rest  of  the  island, 
unto  my  nephew  Robert  Robinson  during  his  natural  life, 
and   after  his  decease  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully 
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"begotten  to  the  tliird  generation,  and  then  to  tliem,  their 
heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

And  for  want  of  such  issue  then  I  give  the  use  of  the 
said  north  part  of  my  said  farm,  and  tlie  five  acres  of  land 
on  Dutcli  Island  to  my  nephew  Edward  Allen  during  his 
natural  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  the  heirs  of  his  body 
lawfully  begotten  to  the  third  generation,  and  then  to 
them  and  their  heirs  forever. 

And  in  case  such  lieirs  should  fail  then  I  give  the  use 
the  said  north  part  of  my  said  farm  and  said  five  acres  of 
Dutch  Island  to  my  nephew  Jonatlum  Law  during  his 
natural  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  the  heirs  lawfully 
begotten  to  the  third  generation,  and  then  to  them  and 
their  heirs  forever. 

And  in  case  such  heirs  should  fail  then  I  give  the  said 
north  part  of  my  said  farm  and  the  five  acres  of  land  on 
Dutch  Island  to  my  nephew  Arnold  Tibbols  during  his 
natural  life,  and  afier  his  decease  to  the  lieirs  lawfully 
begotten  to  the  third  generation,  and  then  to  them  and 
their  heirs  forever. 

And  in  case  such  heirs  should  fail  then  I  give  the  use 
of  the  said  nortli  part  of  my  said  farm  and  the  said  five 
acres  of  land  on  Dutch  Ishmd  to  my  nephew  Benedict 
Lillinq;ston  duri nor  \i[^  natural  life,  and  after  his  decease 
to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfullv  bcLCotten  to  the  third 
generation  and  then  to  them  and  their  heirs  and  assigns 
forever. 

And  in  case  such  heirs  should  fail  then  I  give  the  use 
of  the  said  north  part  of  my  said  farm  and  the  said  five 
acres  of  land  on  Dutch  Island  to  my  brother  Jo'siah 
Arnold  during  his  natural  life,  and  after  his  decease  to 
the  heirs  of  iiis  body  lawfully  begotten  to  the  third  gen- 
eration and  then  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever. 

And  in  case  such  heirs  should  fail  then  I  give  the  north 
part  of  my  said  farm  and  the  said  five  acres  of  land   on 
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Dutch  Island  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  its  suc- 
cessors forever. 

Item. — My  will  is  that  if  the  end  or  termination  of  my 
wife's  widowhood  be  before  my  nephew  Robert  Robinson 
arrive  to  twenty-one  years  of  age,  then  I  give  the  use  and 
profits  of  the  one-third  part  of  the  part  of  my  aforesaid 
farm,  the  use  of  which  I  gave  to  my  wife  during  her 
widowhood,  unto  my  nephew  Jonathan  Law,  until  my 
aforesaid  nephew  Roi)ert  Robinson  arrive  to  the  age  of 
twenty-one  yeai-s,  from  which  time  I  give  the  use  thereof 
to  my  nephew  Robert  Robinson  if  he  be  then  living  as 
aforesaid. 

If  all  my  pei-sonal  estate,  viz. :  Such  as  bills  of  publie 
credit,  writings  obligatory,  and  all  my  stock  of  neat  cattle, 
sheep,  horsekind  and  swine,  will  not  amount  to  be  suf- 
ficient to  pay  all  my  cash  legacies  then  I  give  all  my 
husbandry  utensils  to  my  nephew  Jonathan  Law,  and  all 
my  corn  ecjually  between  my  executrix  and  executor 
hereafter  named,  but  if  otherwise  then  I  order  all  the- 
said  husbandry  utensils  to  be  sold  and  all  the  corn  except 
that  in  the  southernmost  frame  cril),  with  my  threshed 
wheat  and  rye,  which  I  give  equally  between  my  said 
executrix  and  executor,  and  if  the  addition  of  the  said 
utensils  and  corn  be  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  said  legacies 
then  I  order  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  south  part  of  the 
farm  to  complete  the  payment  of  said  legacies  before  the 
use  thereof  accrues  to  the  said  Jonathan  Law. 

Item. — In  case  my  wife  Pheebe  Arnold  should  die 
before  the  said  Robert  Robinson  ariive  to  the  age  of 
twenty  one  years,  then  after  her  decease  I  jjfive  rents  and 
profits  of  the  north  part  of  my  said  farm  unto  my  said 
nephew  Robert  Robinson. 

Item. — I  do,  during  my  wife's  improving  the  nort  part 
of  mv  said   farm,  <i:ive  the  use  of  all   the   outhouses  and 
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Ibuildings,  with  a  convenient  way  to  them,  tliiit  are  upon 
the  north  part,  unto  the  occupyers  of  the  south  part  of 
said  farm. 

Item. — In  case  my  wife  shall  refuse  to  accept  of  her 
thirds  of  my  Lind,  to  be  stated  and  set  off  at  the  north 
pjirt  of  my  farm  as  I  have  mentioned,  and  shall  insist 
upon  the  same  elsewhere,  then  I  give  unlo  my  nephew 
Jonathan  Law  the  use  and  improvement  of  my  whole 
farm,  my  wife's  thirds  excepted,  until  my  nephew  Robert 
Robinson  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Item. — All  the  remainder  or  residue  of  my  estate  not 

yet  in  this  my  will   given   away,   of  whatsoever  nature, 

whether  real  or  personal.  I  give  to  my  dear  brother  Josiah 

Arnold,  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

Finally  I  nominate  and  api)oint  my  dearly  beloved  wife 
Pheebe  Arnold  of  Jamestown,  and  my  nephi  w  Jonathan 
Law  of  Milford.  to  he  mv  executrix  and  executor  of  this 
my  last  will  and  test  anient,  desiring  and  entreating  of 
them  to  fulfil  and  perfoim  the  same  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  every  part  thereof 
coming  within  the  power  of  executors  to  fulfil,  and  thai 
this  is  mv  last  w  ill  and  testament  I  herebv  witness  and 
testify  l)V  hereunto  settinir  my  hand  and  seal,  this  first 
day  of  May.  in  the  sixth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reiu:n, 
George  the  Seeckond,  king  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  and  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  seven 
hundred  and  thirty  three. 

BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  pro- 
nounced and  declared  by  the  said 
Benedict  Arnold  to  be  his  last  will 
and  testament,  consisting  of  twenty 
two  pages  in  one  hand  writing  be- 
fore and  in  presence  of 

Samuel  Clarke, 
Benjamin  Peckcom,  Jr. 
Pain  Turner. 
Andrew  Langworthy. 
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CODICIL. 

Be  it  known  and  manifest  untp  all  men,  that  whereas  I, 
Benedict  Arnohl,  of  Jamestown,  in  the  county  of  New- 
port and  coU)ny  of  Rliode  Ishmd  and  Providence  Phuita- 
tions,  in  New  Enghmd,  yeoman,  being  weak  of  body,  but 
of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory,  and  having 
made  and  dechired  ni}'  hist  will  and  testament  in  writing, 
bearing  date  tlie  first  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini,  1733, 
and  in  the  sixth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  George  the 
Second,  Kins:  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  the 
which  I  do  herel)y  allow  of,  ratify  and  confirm,  but  having 
made  some  omissions  tlierein,  I  have  thought  fit  on  ma- 
ture consideration  to  make  this  addition  or  codicil  to  mv 
last  will  and  testament,  bearing  date  the  first  day  of  this 
instant  June,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  liundred 
and  thirty-three,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  His  Majesty's 
reign,  George  the  Second,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France 
and  Ireland. 

Imprimis. — My  will  is,  and  I  do  hereby  order  my  ex- 
ecutrix and  executor  to  let  out  on  interest,  one  hundred 
pounds  of  my  estate,  and  the  interest  thereof  I  do  herel)y 
give  to  my  sister,  Abigail  Belcher,  to  be  paid  her  annually 
during  her  natural  life,  and  after  the  decease  of  my  said 
sister,  Abiirail  Bi?lcher,  mv  will  is  that  the  aforesaid  hun- 
dred  pounds  shall  be  equally  divided  between  her  three 
children,  which  she  now  h;is,  or  tlieir  legal  representa- 
tives. 

Item. — I  give  to  ni}^  sister,  Comfort  Arnold,  one  two- 
year  old  white-faced  bay  mare. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  well  beloved  wife, 
Phebe  Arnold,  all  my  provisions,  both  eatal)les  and  drink- 
ables, whatsoever. 

Item. — Whereas   I  have  in  my  last  will  and  te^itament 


Will  of  Benedict  Arnold.  47 

given  "iiiito  my  nephew,  Jonatlian  Law,  my  negro  man 
named  York,  and  negro  woman  Sarah,  and  the  use  of  my 
negro  boy  Roger  until  he  arrive  to  the  age  of  thirty-six 
years,  he  being  born  the  18th  of  July,  1732,  and  then  the 
said  Roger  to  be  set  free  at  the  expiration  of  said  time, 
with  my  serutore  and  my  two  large  maps  of  England  and 
London  hanging  in  the  parlor  clmmber,  all  which  bequests 
I  have  given  in  my  said  last  will  and  testament  to  my 
nephew,  Jonathan  Law,  but  upon  mature  and  solid  con 
sideration  I  do  see  good  cause  and  reason  to  give  and  do 
hereby  give  and  becjueath  unto  my  brother  Josiah  Arnold 
all  the  afore  mentioned  bequests  as  mentioned  in  my 
aforesaid  last  will  and  testament. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  brother  Josiah 
Arnold  one  three  vear  old  sorrel  mare  and  two  oxen 
named  Black  and  Broad,  brouofht  fourth  bv  one  cow 
but  not  yoke  fellows  at  present  but  suitable  to  be  made  so. 

Item. — Whereas  I  have  in  mv  last  will  and  testament, 
page  the — ,  given  to  my  nephew  Benedict  Lillingston 
the  use  of  my  northeast  lot  of  land  containing  five  acres 
and  a  quarter,  butted  and  bounded  as  iolloweth:  North- 
erly on  the  highway  that  leads  from  ferry  to  ferry  in 
Jamestown,  eiKsterlv  on  a  hisrhwiiv  leadins:  to  Mackrel 
Cove,  southerlv  on  a  lot  of  James  Carr\s,  and  westerly 
on  land  of  John  Hull, 

I  have  seen  good  cause  and  upon  mature  and  solid 
considerations  have  given  and  do  hereby  give  and  be- 
queath the  above  mentioned  lot  of  land  unto  my  brother 
Josiah  Arnold,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

And  forasmuch  as  I  have  given  in  my  last  will  and 
testament,  page  the  Gth,  the  use  of  the  above  mentioned 
lot  of  land  together  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
toward  the  support  and  bringing  up  of  my  nephew 
Robert  Robinson, 
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I  do  order  fift}'  pounds  more  out  of  my  estate  to  be 
added  to  the  three  hundred  and  fifty,  in  all  to  be  four 
hundred  pounds,  in  order  to  the  bringing  up  of  my  said 
nephew  Robert  Kobinson  until  he  arrive  to  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  at  which  times  I  give  and  bequeath  the 
said  fifty  pounds,  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  two 
sistei*s.  Content  Arnold  and  Katherine  Arnold,  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them  and  their  legal  representa- 
tives, but  if  either  of  them  shall  decease  without  issue, 
then  the  survivor  to  have  the  whole  fifty  pounds. 

Item. — Forasmuch  as  I  have  given  in  my  last  will  and 
testament,  page  the  19th,  to  my  brother  Josiah  Arnold, 
the  use  of  my  negro  man  Ebon  until  the  "28th  of  Septem- 
ber. 17o4,  I  do  hereby  order  and  give  the  use  of  the  said 
negro  man  to  him,  my  said  brother,  until  the  28th  of  Sep- 
ten)ber,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  (173G), 
upon  tlie  conditions  mentioned  in  my  aforesaid  last  will. 
I  also  give  my  said   brother  my  little  horse  called  Doctor. 

Item. — I  give  to  my  sister-in-law,  Damai is  Stall,  five 
pounds,  to  buy  her  a  Bible  and  silver  spoon. 

Item. — And  whereas  1  have  in  page  the  22d  of  my  last 
will  and  testament  given  all  the  remaining  part  of  my  es- 
tate, both  real  and  j)ersonal,  the  which  was  not  therein 
disposed  of  to  my  brother,  my  will  is,  and  I  do  hereby  give 
all  the  remaining  parts  of  my  land  and  real  estate  what- 
soever and  wheresoever,  the  which  was  not  disposed  of  in 
my  last  will  to  my  brother  Josiah  Arnold,  to  him  and  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever.  And  all  the  remaining  part  of 
my  personal  estate  not  given  away  in  my  last  will  what- 
soever and  wheresoever,  I  give  to  my  dear  and  well  be- 
loved wife. 

Item. — Whereas  I  have  in  my  said  last  will  and  testa- 
ment nominated  my  beloved  wife,  Pheebe  Arnold,  execu- 
trix, and  my  nephew,  Jonathan  Law,  executor,  I  do  here- 
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by   for  good   reasons  and    considerations  hereunto 

moving,  constitute  and  appoint  my  well  beloved  brother, 
Josiah  Arnold,  to  be  an  executor  of  my  said  last  will  and 
testament,  with  equal  authority  with  those  aforenamed, 
to  see  that  my  said  will  and  testament,  together  with  this 
codicil  thereunto  annexed,  be  duly  executed  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  in  confirmation 
thereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal, 
this  first  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  1733. 

BENEDICT  ARNOLD. 

Signed,  sealed,  published  and 
declared  to  be  my  mind 
and   will,   in   presence  of 

Samuel  Warkman, 

'Samuel  Clarke, 

T.  Haln, 

Andrew  Langwortuy, 


♦  •  ♦  f  ♦ 


The  Newport  Artilleiy  Company,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Benjamin  Fry,  took  possession  of  Fort  Green, 
hai'bor  of  Newport,  July  19,  1814,  and  performed  camp 
duty  until  Feb.  23,  1816,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
company  who  stood  guard : 

Sergeant, — Sylvester  R.  Hazard. 

Corporal, — Joseph  W.  Hazard. 

Clerk, — Holmes  Weaver. 

Drummer, — Samuel  H.  Lawton. 

Fifer, — Jesse  Burdick. 

Privates, — Benjamin  Tew,  Stephen  N.  Jacques,  John 
Howard,  Benjamin  Dunham,  James  Boone,  SylasBrownell, 
John  Boone,  William  Pitt  Carr,  Edward  Perry,  William 
Wilson,  Abraham  Sherman,  David  Huntington,  Benjamin 
B.  Howland. 

(7ooJfe.— Philip  Wyatt. 


JOHN  TRIPP  OF  PORTSMOUTH,  R.  I.,  AND  SOME 

OF  HIS  DESCENDANTS. 


^OHN  TRIPP  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  was  bom  in  1610, 
Q)  and  died  1678.  He  was  one  of  the  signera  of  the 
compact  entered  into  in  Portsmouth,  April  30,  1639. 
March  1,  1643,  he  was  granted  by  the  town  three  acres 
of  land  next  to  Thomas  Gorton.  November  30,  1657, 
was  granted  planting  land  on  Hog  Island  for  a  period  of 
seven  years.  He  was  an  influential  man  in  the  commu- 
nity, occupying  many  offices  of  importance  in  his  town 
and  in  the  colony.  Was  for  many  years  of  the  Town 
Council,  and  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1648-54 
65-58.61.62.63-64-66-67-68.69  and  72.  In  1670-73-74  and 
75  he  was  the  assistant  from  Portsmouth.  His  wife  was 
Mar}'^  Paine,  daughter  of  Antliony  and  Rose  of  Ports, 
mouth.  His  wife  survived  liini  and  Was  the  sole  execu- 
trix of  his  will,  dated  December  6,  1677,  and  proved 
October  28,  1678.  He  left  lands  in  Dartmouth,  Ports- 
mouth, Narragansett  and  Westerly  to  his  children,  and  to 
each  of  his  grand-children  five  shillings  "'  to  buy  bibles  for 
them."  His  widow  may  have  married  a  second  time, 
April  4,  1682,  Benjamin  Engell.  Her  father,  Anthony 
P^ine,  died  in  1650,  and  her  mother  married  again,  one 
Weeden.  John  Tripp  had 

1,  John-,  born  ,  married  Sept.  7,  1665,  Susanna 

Anthony  of  John  and  Frances,  and  died  Nov.  20 
1719. 

2.  Peleg^  born  ,  married  Anne ,  and  died 

1714. 
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8.     Joseph*,  bom ,  married  Aug.  6,  1667,  Mehet- 

ible  Fish  of  Thomas  and  Mary  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I. 

4.  A  dau'r^  born ,  mamed  Gershora  Wodell  of 

William  and  Mary  of  Portsmouth,  R.  1.     He  was 
born  July  14,  1642. 

5.  Alice^  born ,  married,  January  26,  1671,  Wm. 

Hall  of  William. 

6.  I8abel^  born ,  married,  march  4,  1675,  Samsom 

Shearman. 

7.  AbieP,  bom ,  married,  Jan.  30,  1739,  Deliver- 

euce  Hall  of  William,  and  died  Sept.  10,  1684. 

8.  James*^  born   ,   manied   (1),  Jan.   19»  1682: 

Mary  Lawton  of  George,  married  (2)    Elizabeth 


9.     Martha'^  bom ,  married  Feb.  3, 1681,  Samuel 

Shearman. 


John*  Tripp  of  Portsmouth,   R.  I.,   (John})  was   born- 
probably  1640.     He  died  Nov.  20,  1719,  married,  Sept.  7, 
1665,  Susanna  Anthony  of  John  and  Frances  of  Ports- 
mouth,  R.  1.    Had : 

1.  Susanna^  bom  Oct.  31,  1667,  married,  Jan.  20,  1687, 

Thomas  Potter. 

2.  Mary»,  born  Dec.  9,  1670. 

8.  John^,  Jr.,  born  July  19, 1673,  married,  Sept.  6, 1693, 
Mary  Hart  of  Richard, 

4.  Othniel^,  born  June  5,  1676.  Ear-mark  recorded  in 
Portsmouth,  May  25,  1693.  Free  of  colony  from 
Newport  May,  1718.  Had,  among  others,  Pene- 
lope*, who  married,  June  2,  1721,  Jedediah  Allen 
of  Increase  of  Dartmouth. 

6.  Benjamin^  born  Feb.  21,  1678.  Free  of  colony  fron^ 
Portsmouth,  May  1,  1706,  manied,  July  31,  1707, 
Elizabeth  Potter  of  Nathaniel  of  Dartmouth. 
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6.     Lots,  bom  Dec.  26,  1684.      Ear-raark  recorded  in 
Portsmouth,  July  8,  1705.     Free  of  colony  from 

Portsmouth,  May  6,  1707,  married  Anna  ^ 

Had  among  others  Joseph**,  who  married,  Aug.  12, 
1740,  Susanna  Hull  of  Joseph  and  Susanna  of  S. 
Kingstown. 


Peleg^  Tripp  of  Dartmouth  and  Portsmouth  (JbAn*) 
was  born  probably  1642.  His  will  was  dated  Nov.  6, 
1713,  and  proved  Feb.  8,  1714.     His  wife's  name  was 

Anne  .     He  was  a  constable  in  Dartmouth,  1667^ 

and  surveyor  of  highways  in  the  same  town  1672  and  78. 
His  ear-mark  was  recorded  in  Poilsmouth,  R.  I.,  July  18, 
1677.  Was  a  member  of  town  council  of  Portsmouth^ 
R.  I.,  1677-78-79-83.  Deputy  to  General  Assembly  of 
R.  I.,  1680-81  and  86  from  Portsmouth.  On  committee 
to  assess  the  taxes  of  the  estate  in  Rochester,  alias  Kings- 
town, 1687,  during  Andros'  administration.     Had : 

1.  John',   born  ,   died  march  9,  1687,  married 

Sarah . 

2.  Priscilla^  born . 


3.  Sarah*^,  born ,  married, Rogers. 

4.  Job^,  born ,  married  1717,  perhaps,  as  his  second 

wife  Elizabeth  Sweet,  widow  of  John  of  Wickford, 
R.  I. 

5.  Mary3,  born ,  married Smith. 

6.  Anne^,   born ,   married    Thomas    Rogers    of 

Westerly,  1724. 

7.  Mehitable^  born ,  married Thurston. 


Joseph^  Tripp  of  Portsmouth  and  Dartmouth  (JoW) 
was  born  probably  1644,  Was  a  freeman  of  town  of 
Portsmouth,  Oct.  16,  1668,  and  of  the  colony  from  Ports- 
mouth, May  4,  1675.     On  jury  of  Court  of  Tryalls  from 
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Portsmouth,  Oct.  2,  1677.  Was  a  selectman  in  Dart- 
mouth, 1686  and  1690,  and  a  representative,  1685.  Mar- 
ried, Aug.  6,  1667,  Mehitable  Fish  of  Thomas  and  Mary  of 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  died  in  Dartmouth  Nov.  27,  1718. 
Had: 

1.  John',  born  July  6,  1668. 

2.  Thomas',  born  March  28,  1670. 

3.  Jonathan',  born  Oct.  5,  1671. 

4.  Pelegs,  born  Nov.  1673,  married  Jan.  29,  1712,  Eliza- 

beth  Cornell  of  Stephen. 

5.  Ebenezer',  born  Dec.  17, 1675. 

6.  James',  born  Jan.  12,  1677. 

7.  Alice',  born  Feb.  2,  1679. 

8.  AbieP,  born  Jan.  8,   1681,   married,  Jan.  26,  1711, 

Anne  Davis. 

9.  Mehitable^,  born  Oct.  9,  1683. 

10.  Joseph^  born  Aug.  24,  1685,  married,  Oct.  13,  1709, 

Elizabeth  Smith. 

11.  Jabez',  born  Nov.  3,  1687. 

12.  Mary',  born  Aug.  22,  1689,  married,  Jan.  25,  1711, 

Thomas  Wait. 
18.     DanieP,  born  Nov.  3,  1691. 

AbieP  Tripp  of  Portsmouth  (John}^  was  born  probably 
1653.  He  died  Sept.  10,  1684.  His  ear-mark  is  recorded 
in  Portsmouth  May  27,  1678.  Was  a  free  inhabitant  of 
the  town  of  Portsmouth,  June  3,  1678,  and  of  the  colony 
from  Portsmouth,  May  6,  1679.  He  married,  Jan.  30, 
1679,  Deliverance  Hall  of  William.  His  will  was  dated 
Sept.  9,  1684,  and  proved  Oct.  1,  1684,  in  which  only  his 
wife  and  one  child  are  mentioned.  His  widow  married 
for  her  second  husband  Thomas  Durfee.  Abiel  Tripp  had  : 
\.    Abiel',  bora  June  22,  1684,  married,  Jan.  5,  1704, 

Eleanor  Wait. 


James2  Tripp  of  Dartmouth  (Johv}^  was  born  probably 


^^n  *r  Ftr'Ofm^i'ssJL  tL  L 


l!*iI4»     3E*  ^BT-TCidE:  ^  jc  r«o:r£  i^  P>r:acn>ath.  June  3, 
3TS     i-  Jtocrrfi     1.   J^La-  I>,  1^?±  Marr  Liwtoa  of 

•m 

It:*'    L  ?  'racii'iini-     Sae  rc-.f  iki-lj  di<e«i  swm  without 

'4aA^  ifi    i.    Zliir* J«rii ^-     He  died  in  Dairt- 

ai.^.iu  la"    **.  \^>.     En:  :-  Euiitieih: 
U     :^!ia     Ji;:!i  5ij«r   L  :  XT.  =:^-~i    1  \.  Jan.  IS.  1713. 
H*:-j«*.-:i  S:%i.;ii»*--,  T 1*.    £:^I  MAreh  i»,  1729.     3Hap- 

"i.*.*       x/rj  *^:-  i^   17  >\  ziArricd,   Xov.  2U   1717, 

X     y^  v.'^.  A^-'i  Jr^«  ?^  IT-Jt-x  sLATTird,  April  29,  1725, 
^V  uvt?  OiiOfi^f  .*;  IsUtow"^  JL:;i  E^iiiibeih  t.>f  Swanzey. 
'.    iia     x»ru  A7C-1  ->•  *  I7«>7- 

X      l"*i.uiA-'xL".   >cfn   MjfcTci  N    17i'?,  nurried«  Oct  10, 
:  'I'^iN  S\^f c  Ta^  'vV  o:  Kv^vvrt  And  Deliorah  of  New- 

«v  I  • .    X-    ^^ 

<     Nt-i-av    V  .v^^t  Nry:.  ?*\  17U\  married* Oct.  141742, 


«    * 


.  .  ,v^t:  MaxvI:  ii.  I7l»>. 


;  c^a  l"^  '^  t\  -■ : ..  o:  l^oc:c>iuou;h  s^J,-  \m^  Jc'kn^),  was  bom 
,>u,>  :<  t^^'.^  M^ruvvi  S^?:.  d.  l':5i^;x  Mary  Hart  of 
lC>vK4^i  n'v  iV;:sHK's;:hs  Was  .iduiitteii  a  freeman  of  the 
K^*;i  0*^  iVsv>i«N*;;.iu  Jaiu  li  HiM.  Aud  of  the  colony  from 

ii     ^i  liW  Osvu  A{^^1  i^  l'>'^^^* 

S,     K^N  :u  n4\  U^ti  Jau.  iK  lo^^S :  drv^wned  Dec.  28,  1712. 
4,     SiwA^fcV^\  tvv*^    Nv*v.   dS.   l'.»i^5>:    married,  Aug.  4, 
IUVk  IV^  IVxaJ. 
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5.  Isabel*,  born  January  14,  1702. 

6.  Mary^  born  Dec.  1,  1703  ;  died  Jan.  13,  1709. 

7.  0^thniel^  born  Julv  6,  1705. 

8.  Anna^  born  June  16, 1707. 

9.  Abiel*,  born  December  1,  1709. 

10.  Abigail\  born  Nov.  12,  1711. 

11.  Richard*,  born  Feb.  16,  1716. 


Benjamin^  Tripp,  of  Portsmouth  and  Dartsmouth 
(^John\  Johv})^  was  born  Feb.  21,  1678,  and  was  a  freeman 
of  the  colony  for  Portsmouth,  May  1,  1706.  He  married 
July  31,  1707,  Elizabeth  Potter,  of  Nathaniel,  of  Dart- 
mouth.   Had : 

1.  Katherine^,  born  May  17,  1708.    Portsmouth  Records. 

2.  Benjamin*,  born   Nov.  15, 1709.  "  " 

3.  Nathaniel^  born  Feb.  27,  1712. 

4.  Lydia*,   born  October  31,  1714.    Dartmouth  Records. 

5.  Rebecca*,    born    May    1,    1717,  "  " 

6.  Elizabeth*,  born   May   6,   1722.  "  " 

7.  Stoak*,  a  son,  born  May  13, 1725.  "  '» 


James^  Tripp  of  Dartmouth  (Joseph^^  Johni)  was  bom 
January  12,  1677.  The  following,  from  Dartmouth  Rec- 
ords, were  undoubtedly  his  children  : 

1.  Thomas*  born  October  9,  1710. 

2.  William*,  born  Feb.  27,  1713. 
8.  Timothy^  born  Oct.  22, 1716. 
4.  Mary*,  born  October  14,  1720. 
4.     Isaac*,  born   January  2,  1727. 


Joseph'  Tripp  of  Dartmouth  (Joseph^,  John}^  was  born 
August  24, 1685,  married,  October  13,  1709,  Elizabeth, 
Smith,  of  Dartmouth.    Had 
1.    Abigail*,  born  Aug.  11,  1710. 


i  R^rLw    com    Not.    6,     1712. 

5.  Prjct**,  A  300,  bom  Mav  15,1715. 

-L  I>-iiih\    bom   Not.    — ,  1716. 

5..  P?Lflir*.  bom  April  S,  172o,  )  n    u        u        nj     -r 

t  B>--^h^  bom  Aug.  13,1728,  J  P«"***P»  ^y*^  ^^^- 


Abiel-*  Tripp  of  Portsmouth  (^AbieP^  John  *)  was  bom 
Juae  2i  1^S4 :  was  a  freeman  of  the  colony  from  Ports- 
moarSu  Feb.  17*  1724  ;  June  13,  1727,  was  authorized  to 
ke^p  a  fierry  to  Bristol ;  married  January  5,  1704,  Eleanor 
Wait.  His  will  was  dated  January  10,  1753,  and  was 
peered  July  9,  1753.    Had  : 

I.     Wait\  bora   AprU    19,  1705 ;  married  Nov.  11, 1725, 

Gideon  Durfee. 
i    Aluel\  born  May  21,  1707,  died  June  8, 1707. 
3L     Mary\  bora   March   9,  1711,  married Durfee, 

and  had  son  James'  Durfee. 

4,  Sarah*  bora  Sept.  3,  1712,  married,  March  25, 1733, 

Edward  Perry,  of  Samuel. 

5,  Eleanor*,   born  Dec.  26,  1715,  married Durfee 

and  had  son  SamueF  Durfee. 

8»  Joseph*,  born  May  25,  1717,  married,  May  27,  1742, 
Frances  Hall,  of  George. 

T»  Thomas*.  The  name  of  Thomas  is  not  found  in  the 
list  of  the  children  of  Abiel  Tripp  as  written  in 
the  Portsmouth  Records.  This  was  evidently  an 
omission,  as  Thomas  is  mentioned  prominently  in 
AbieKs  will. 

8,  Kebecca\  born  Aug.  28,  1722,  married  Dec.  22,  1742, 

Joseph  Bi-ownell,  Jr.,  of  Joseph  and  Ruth 

9,  Klirabeth*,  born  April  16,  1725,  married  Aug.  8, 1761, 

Chiistopher  Lawton. 

10,  Annie*  born  January  19, 1728,  married,  1763,  James 

Strange,  as  his  2d  wife. 
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John®  Tripp,  of  Dartmouth  (Jamef?^  John^\  was  bom 
Nov.  3, 1685,  and  married  (1),  January  18,  1713,  Rebecca 
Spooner.  She  died  March  9,  1729,  and  he  married  (2), 
Oct.  24,  1737,  Hannah  Daniel.    Had  by  1st  wife  : 

1.  George*,   born   June   16,   1716. 

2.  Timothy*,  born  Feb.   22,   1717. 

3.  Ruth*,  born  April  4,  1720. 

4.  Elizabeth*,  born  Aug.  23,  1722. 
6.  Rebecca*,  born  July  27,  1724. 

HAD  BY  RECOND  WIFE  : 

6.  Hannah4,  born  Aug.  25, 1738. 

7.  Mary*,  bom  March  20,  1741. 


Joseph*  Tripp  (AbieP,  AbieP.  John}^  bom  May  25, 
1717,  married  May  27,  1742,  Frances  Hall,  of  George. 
Hud: 

1.  Williams,  born  April  16,  1743. 

2.  Wait^  born  October  26,  1744. 
2.     Martha*,  born  January  16,  1747. 


Primas  Collins,  well  known  as  the  only  colored  man  in 
the  town  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  died  Feb.  7,  1858, 
aged  82  years.  He  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1776, 
and  was  a  slave  of  Gov.  Collins.  His  mother  having  re- 
ceived his  freedom  papers,  at  the  age  of  four  years  he  was 
placed  in  the  family  of  Col.  Richmond,  of  Little  Comp- 
ton, where  he  remained  until  he  was  eighteen.  He  after- 
wards married,  and  by  his  industry  and  frugality  amassed 
quite  a  little  property.  He  was  one  of  thirteen  children 
who  were  all  born  slaves. 


A  CLUB  FORMED  BY  THE  JEWS,  1761. 


^Y  the  courtesy  of  David  King,  Esq.,  we  are  enabled  to 
^  present  the  following  curious  paper  to  our  read- 
ers, which  is  interesting  as  affording  a  glimpse  of  the 
social  life  of  a  very  interesting  and  important  portion  of 
the  denizens  of  this  ancient  borough  in  its  days  of  metro- 
politan splendor.  Evidently  progress  has  been  made,  since 
half  a  bottle  of  wine  was  regarded  as  enough  to  supply 
each  guest  at  a  banquet,  and  10  o'clock  at  night  the  pe- 
riod for  its  conclusion. — [Ed. 

RULES   NECESSARY  TO   BE  OBSERVED   AT   THE  CLUB   VIZ  : 


Newport,  R.  L,  November  25th,  1761. 

First. — The  club  to  be  held  every  Wednesday  evening 
during  the  winter  season.  The  members  to  be  nine  in 
number ;  and  by  the  majority  of  votes  a  chairman  to  be 
elected  to  serve  one  month  only. 

Second. — After  one  montli,  or  four  club  nights,  a  new 
chairman  to  be  elected  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

Third. — No  person  to  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  said 
club  without  approbation  of  the  members. 

Fourth. — Each  of  the  members  shall  have  liberty  to 
invite  his  friends  to  the  club,  well  undtrstood,  one  at  a 
time  only. 

Fifth. — The  hours  of  club  to  be  from  5  to  10,  in  the 
manner  following :  From  5  to  8  each  member  is  at  liberty 
to  divert  at  cards,  and  in  order  to  avoid  the  name  of  a 
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gaming  club,  the  following  restrictions  shall  be  strictly 
observed,  viz. :  That  no  member  shall  presume  or  offer  to 
play  for  more  than  twenty  shillings  at  whist,  picquet  or 
any  other  game  besides  his  club;  on  proof  of  gaming  for 
any  more,  the  member  or  members  so  offending  shall  pay 
the  value  of  four  bottles  good  wines  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  ensuing  club  night. 

Sixth. — At  eight  of  the  clock  the  supper  (if  ready)  to 
be  brought  in.  At  ten  the  club  to  be  adjusted  and  paid, 
and  no  cards  or  any  other  game  shall  be  allowed  after 
aupper. 

Seventh. — After  supper  if  any  of  the  members  have 
any  motion  to  make  relating  to  the  club  he  must  wait  till 
the  chairman  has  just  drank  some  loyal  toast. 

Eighth. — That  none  of  the  members  shall 

during conversation    relating   to   Synagogue 

affairs,  on  the  forfeit  of  the  value  of  four  bottles  good 
wine  for  the  use  as  aforesaid. 

Ninth. — If  any  of  the  members  should  behave  unruly, 
curse,  swear  or  offer  to  fight,  the  chairman  shall  lay  such 
fine  as  he  sees  fit,  not  exceeding,  for  each  offence,  four 
bottles  good  wine  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

Tenth. — If  any  of  the  members  happen  to  be  sick  or 
absent,  by  acquainting  Mr.  Myer  with  the  same,  shall  be 
exempt  from  paying  anything  towards  the  club,  but  if  no 
notice  given  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  his  quota  of  the 
supper  only. 

Eleventh. — If  any  of  the  members  does  not  meet  at 
club  nights,  and  can't  offer  suflBcient  reason  for  so  doing, 
the  chairmain  with  the  members  shall  determine  if  he  or 
they  are  to  pay  the  proportion  of  the  whole  club,  or  the 
quota  of  supper  only. 

Twelfth. — If  any  of  the  members  neglect  coming  to 
club    three   nights    successively   without   being   sick   or 
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absent,  shall  be  deemed  unwilling,  consequently  his  nam& 
shall  be  erased  from  the  list,  not  to  be  admitted  during 
the  season  without  the  consent  of  the  chairman  and  all 
the  members. 

Thirteenth. — Ever  member,  after  signing  the  articles^ 
and  not  willing  afterwards  to  conform  to  the  same,  his  or 
their  names  shall  be  erased  out  of  the  list,  and  no  more 
to  be  admitted  during  the  season. 

In  witness  whereof  the  membera  of  said  club  have 
signed  their  respective  names  the  day  and  year  above 
written. 

Moses  Lopez.  Moses  Levy. 

Isaac  Polock.  Issaghab  Polock. 

Jacob  Isaacs.  Naph't.  Hart,  Jr. 

Abr'm  Sarzedas.  Jacob  Rods.  Rivera. 

Nap't.  Hart. 

Fourteenth. — At  a  club  held  the  16th  day  of  December^ 
1761,  it  is  resolved  and  agreed  by  the  chairman  and 
the  majority  of  all  the  members  that  these  articles  be 
inserted  amongst  the  rules  of  said  club,  viz : 

That  in  case  the  chairman  is  not  at  the  club,  the  secre- 
tary, for  the  time  being,  shall  take  his  place,  and  the 
same  obedience  shall  be  paid  him  as  if  the  chairman  was 
present,  and  to  be  invested  with  equal  authority.  As 
also  the  said  secretary  is  hereby  empowered  to  nominate 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  members  then  present,  a  sec- 
retary to  supply  his  place  for  the  time  being;  and  that 
every  month  a  secretary  shall  be  elected  in  the  same 
manner  and  form  as  the  chairman  is  elected. 

'*Vera  Coppia." 
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AN  EPISTLE  TO  MISS  ALMA  ELLERY,  1781. 


|erhaps  this  unpublished  scrap  of  poetry,  written  by 
Tobias  Lear,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wilson  Eyre  of  this 
<jity,  may  be  new  and  acceptable  to  the  readers  of  the  New- 
POBT  Historical  Magazine.  He  was  the  Secretary  of 
the  President,  George  Washington.  We  learn  by  a  Provi- 
dence paper  of  the  time,  that  *' April  17,  1790,  arrived  at 
Providence  from  New  York,  Mr.  Secretary  Lear,  and  left 
for  Boston  the  next  day.  May  27,  1790,  was  married  at 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Tobias  Lear,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  Miss  Polly  Long." 

The  Alma,  to  whom  are  addressed  the  lines,  was  Alma 
Ellery,  born  Feb.  14,  1759 ;  married  in  1790  to  the  Hon. 
William  Stedinan,  a  lawyer,  and  died  Dec.  25,  1839. 

J.  E.  M.,  Newport,  June  2.0,  1883. 


AN  EPISTLE  TO  MISS  ALMA  ELLERY,  ON  HER  RETURNING 

TO  RHODE  ISLAND,  OCT.  24,  1781. 

Alma,  will  you  pennit  your  friend  to  join 
A  pariiui:  tear  to  yours  if  for  a  time 
You  leave  us?    'Twill  give  at  least 
Some  liitle  comfort  to  his  troubled  breast; 
*T\viiI  ;:ive  liim  pleasure  in  some  after  time 
To  think  that  he  has  been  a  friend  of  thine. 
*Twill  tiive  liim  some  pleasure  whene'er  he  shall  see 
The  happy  place  which  once  contained  thee; 
He'll  say  there  Alma  was,  and  she  was  kind  to  me. 
At  your  departure,  even  the  groves  shall  mourn, 
The  trees  sliall  droop  their  heads  till  your  return. 
The  vales  shall  echo  Alma  far  and  near, 
The  hills  shall  to  them  send  a  listening  ear, 
And  say  alas,  the  lovely  maid's  not  here. 
Though  autumn  with  his  chilling  blast  has  kill'd 
That  bloominjyj  verdure  which  adorn'd  the  field, 
Has  strip'd  the  trees  of  all  their  leafy  robes. 
And  drove  the  feathered  throng  from  their  abodes, 
Yet,  if  you  stay,  the  fields  again  shall  live, 
The  foliage  of  the  trees  again  revive; 
The  feather'd  songsters  shall  again  return, 
And  peace  and  harmony  again  reign-  - 
But  if  you  are  resolved,  accept  a  tear. 
As  the  last  tribute  due  from 

YouB  Fbievd  Leab. 


Addreffed  to  the  (CUSTOMERS  of 
the  Newport  Mercury  ;  By  the 
Printer's  Boys,  who  carry  about 
the  fame. 

January  1,  1770. 

WEEK  after  week,  I,  constant  as  the  Sun, 
In  Heat  and  Cold,  through  thick  and  thm  have  run^ 
To  please  my  Customers  with  freshest  News 
Of  Trade,  Peace  or  War, — as  I  best  could  chuse; 
Or  what's  adapted  only  to  amuse. 
No  Matter  what    my  Labour's  still  the  same, 
And  hope  it  will  your  kindest  Favour  claim: 
For  this,  with  Truth,  I  certainly  can  say, 
I  wish  you  joy  on  this  auspicious  Day  I 


May  richest  Harvest  crown  each  circling  Year, 
And  you  ne'er  want  the  MP:RRY  CHRISTMAS  CHEER: 
May  fell  Discord,  with  all  her  horrid  Train, 
IJc  banish'd  hence,  and  ne'er  return  again ; 
In  FREEDOM,  LOVE  and  PEACE,  may  you  then  live; 
May  useful  Science  o'er  this  Land  extend, 
And  Dove-like  Innocence  from  Heaven  descend! 
May  QEORdE  the  Third  long  fill  the  BRITISH  THRONE! 
Protector  of  the  Good,— oppressing  None: 
And  may  his  Royal  Race  succeed  in  Pow'r, 
Till  time  and  earthly  Kingdoms  be  no  more! 

Thus,  my  good  Friends  I  you  see  in  humble  Lays, 
Vvt  strove  to  merit, — Something  more  than  Praise, 
(A  NEW-YEAR'S  GIFT  !)— I  don't  expect  the  Bays. 


k 
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The  following  advertisement  is  found  in  the  Newport 
Herald  of  Thursday,  October  28,  1788  : 

INOCULATION 

For   the  Small    Pox. 

A  Hospital 

Will  be  opened  on  Ram  Island,  between  Stonington 
and  New  London,  the  13th  day  of  October  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  inoculation,  where  ladies  and 
gentlemen  may  take  the  small  pox,  in  that  safe  and  easy 
way,  for  six  dollars,  including  every  expense,  sheets  and 
blankets  excepted, — one-half  of  which  is  expected  to  be 
paid  at  time  of  entrance  on  account  of  supplying  the 
house. 

As  the  house  is  small  (notwitlistanding  a  late  addition) 
other  convenient  houses  are  provided,  to  prepare  and 
cleanse  in. 

Those  who  wish  to  be  inoculated  are  desired  to  call 
at  Mrs.  Avery's,  on  Mason's  Island  (near  the  above  place) 
where  the  subscriber  will  board. 

Every  attention  will  be  paid  those  who  go  there  for  the 

purpose,  by  their  humble  servant. 

Daniel  Lke. 

Newport,  Sept.  24,  1788. 

» •  ♦  ♦ » 

Capt.  Lost  Strange  died  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  June  6, 

1786.     His  first  wife  was  Hannah  Hathaway  of  Freetown, 

by  whom  he  had  fifteen  children.      His  second  wife  was 

Abby  Almy,  daughter  of  Alvin  Tripp,  of  Portsmouth,  by 

whom  he  had  two  children.     His  posterity  at  the  time  of 

his  death  was  17  children  (11   of  whom  had  issue),  92 

grand-children  (23  of  whom  had  issue),  185  great-grand 

children  (4  of  whom  had  issue),  and  six  great-great-grand 

children  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.      His  widow   kept   a   tea 

house  in  Portsmouth. 


Dr.  John  Newman  was  very  successful  in  curing  can- 
cers in  1783.  The  fallowing  citizens  of  Newport  are 
announced  as  having  been  cured:  Betsy  Cole,  Oliver 
Read,  Mrs.  Crandall,  Mrs.  Cottrell,  Mrs.  Baker,  Valentine 
Wightman,  John  Goddard  and  Mrs.  Champlain. 
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NOTES. 


Wanted.— Persons  having  Nos.  1  and  2,  Vol.  1,  and  No.  1,  Vol.  2, 
of  the  Newport  Historical  Maoazink,  can  find  a  purchaser  by  ad- 
dressing the  publishers. 


John  Tkipp  and  Some  of  His  Descendants.— We  unintention- 
ally neglected  to  give  (/Ol.  Thomas  L.  Casey,  of  Wasliington,  D.  C, 
credit  for  ilie  article,  in  this  number,  wlih  the  above  title.  Col  Casey  is 
much  interested  in  the  history  of  the  Tripp  family,  and  will  be  glad  to 
correspond  with  persons  having  records  relative  thereto. 


The  Maoazinb  i>p  Ameuican  History.— The  frontispiece  of  the 
Magazine  qf  American  History  for  August,  is  a  fine  portrait,  never  be- 
fore engraved,  of  the  liero  of  battle  and  romance.  Col  Alexander  Scam- 
mel,  who  fell  at  tlie  siege  of  Yorktown  in  1781.  The  leading  article, 
'*Claybonie  the  Rebel,"  is  a  remarkably  entertaining  and  informing 
chap^r  of  authentic  history,  contributed  by  the  distinguished  Virginia 
writer,  John  Esten  Cooke.  It  reads  like  a  veritable  romance.  Tl^e  il- 
lustrations, seventeen  in  number,  which  brighten  its  pages,  fonp  a  cu- 
rious history  in  themselves.  The  portrait  of  the  famous  ^'Hebel*'  is  a 
study — it  represents  the  face  of  a  man  of  action  and  unswerving  reso- 
lution, who  will  surely  fight  to  the  biiter  end.  The  second  paper  in 
this  admirable  number  of  the  magazine  is  the  conclusion  of  Capt.  Pot- 
ter's able  series  of  essays,  'Texas  admitted  to  the  Union;''  then  fol- 
lows "General  Nelson,  Kentucky  and  Lincoln  Guns,"  a  forcibly  written 
and  substantial  article  of  twenty-five  pages,  from  President  Daniel  Ste- 
venson, D.  D.,  of  the  Collegiate  Institute,  Augusta,  Kentucky.  The 
shorter  articles  of  the  number  are  *'An  Old  School  Book"  (the  English 
Reader),  by  Joel  Benton;  **Charl  voiz  in  New  Orleans,"  by  JohnDimi- 
try;  and  Rev.  B.  F.  DeCosta's  **Reply  to  Mr.  Bancroft"  on  the  subject 
of  the  Early  Voyages.  The  Departments — Original  Documents,  Re- 
prints, Notes  and  Queries,  Replies,  Societies,  and  Book  Notices,  are 
filled  with  varied  and  readable  matter,  the  whole  forming  one  of  the 
most  acceptable  issues  of  this  valuable  and  important  historical  publi- 
cation which  has  yet  been  issued  from  the  press.  The  new  manage- 
ment are  to  be  heartily  congratulated  on  its  pronounced  success.  Pub- 
lication office,  30  Lafayette  Place,  New  York  City. 


G6  Notes. 

IIoLYMAN— Arnold.— The  following  letter  maj*  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers: 

Editor  Historical  Maf/azinc: — I  have  just  been  reading  the  article  in 
the  April  number,  entitled  **Rhode  Islanders  who  settled  in  Monmoutli 
County,  X.  J./'  and  would  like  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Salter's  spelling  of 
Ezekiel  Zro//{maH'ji  name  is  not  correct.  I  have  at  hand  an  original 
deed  from  the  said  **nian  of  gifts  and  piety,"  to  William  Carpenter, 
dated  Nov.  20,  1058,  and  to  which  deed  lie  signs  his  name  **Ezekiel 
Tfolyman;*^  says  he  is  of  "Warwick,  in  Providence  Plantations." 

And  then,  too,  if  Stephen  Arnold  was  in  New  Jersey,  1667-1670,  b« 
must  have  returned  to  Rhode  Island  by  1674.  as  I  liave  the  original  deed 
(on  parcliment)  from  Joseph  Carpenter,  of  Musketo  Cove,  L.  I.,  to  his 
uncle.  Stephen  Arnold,  conveying  his  lands  at  and  around  Pawtuxet, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  William  Carpenter,  father  of  Joseph,  to 
said  Stephen  Arnold.  This  deed  is  dated  Sept.  2,  1674,  and  has  sig- 
natures and  seals  of  William  Carpenter,  "senior,"  Joseph  Carpenter 
and  his  wife  Ann,  and  is  witnessed  by  Silas  Carpenter  and  William  Car- 
penter, "junior."  It  is  verified,  and  minutes  of  the  recording  appear 
upon  it.  It  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation,  althougli  the  chi- 
rography  would  puzzle  even  an  antiquarian  to  decipher. 

Very  truly,  dc,  D.  H.  C. 

New  York,  July  17,  1883. 
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CONTBIBUTBD  BY  RAY  OBEBNB  HIJLINO,  FITCHBUBG,  MASS. 

^NTERNAL  dissensions  and  war  between  England  and 

f  France  and  Holland,  in  1667,  was  a  source  of  cdnsidera* 

ble  annoj'^ance  to  the  people  of  Rhode  Island.  Efficient 
measures  were  taken  to  put  the  colony  in  a  state  of 
defence.  A  council  of  war  was  organized  in  each  town, 
ammunition  was  collected,  offictrs  commissioned,  cannon 
mounted,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  col- 
ony, cavalry  corps  were  formed.  The  Indians  were  dis- 
armed and  sent  off  the  island,  and  the  Governor  and  coun- 
cil frequently  met.  The  following  from  the  records  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  and  council,  at  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  state.  Providence,  R.  I.,  tells  the  story 
of  the  alarm  to  the  people  in  a  quaint  way,  showing  the 
occasion  for  the  order  for  a  troop  of  horse  : 

July  i^  1667. — Voated,  forasmuch  as  we  are  at  present 
very  much  alarmed  by  the  common  enemy  as  if  he  were 
even  at  our  doors,  to  the  end  we  may  improve  the  power 
committed  unto  us  by  his  Majestic  in  order  to  preserve  his 
'Majestie*9  interests  in  these  parts,  together  with  our  own, 
in  the  best  way,  and  by  the  best  means  we  are  able ;  be  it, 
therefore,  further  enacted  by  this  present  assembly,  and  by 
the  authority  thereof,  that  during  these  constant  alarms, 
the  towne  councill  of  each  respective  town,  sci^  of  New- 
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port,  Providence,  Portsmouth  and  Warwick,  together 
with  the  captain  and  lieutenant  of  each  train  band,  rebit- 
inge  to  the  respective  towns,  shall  have  and  are  hereby 
declared  to  have  full  power,  with  respect  to  the  ordering 
of  the  militia  in  the  sayd  respective  townes,  and  to  the 
putting  of  themselves  into  a  suitable  posture  of  defence, 
and  to  the  doeing  of  all  things  in  order  thereto,  in  all 
respects  as  by  the  authority  of  our  charter  we  may  or  can 
invest  them  with.  And  forasmuch  as  the  aime  of  our 
adversary  will,  in  all  probability,  be  at  the  Island,  which, 
if  taken  and  possest  by  them,  (which  God  forbid),  would 
prove  extremely  hazardous,  if  not  utterly  ruinous,  not  only 
to  this  collony,  but  to  the  whole  country.  It  is  further 
enacted  by  the  present  assembly,  and  also  hereby  declared, 
that  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Honoured  Governor 
and  councills  of  the  Island,  to  raise  a  troop  of  horse,  and 
to  see  that  they  be  all  completely  furnished  and  fitt  for 
service  upon  all  occasions  and  upon  all  expeditions:  and 
that  the  said  Governor  and  the  said  councill  and  the  major 
part  thereof,  shall  have  power,  upon  all  occasions,  with 
respect  to  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  sayd  Island, 
and  in  order  thereto,  at  their  discression  to  seize  and  press 
the  rest  of  the  horses  upon  the  place,  and  to  employ  them 
for  the  service  of  his  Majesty  and  the  safety  of  the  place 
as  they  shall  think  fitt :  And  also  to  press  and  order  for 
the  best  behoofe  and  safety  of  the  place,  all  the  vessells, 
great  and  small,  that  shall  be  found  at  such  time  of  emin- 
ent danger  within  the  bay,  either  on  the  east,  west  or 
north  side  of  the  said  Island.  And  that  the  sayd  Gover- 
nor and  councill  be  hereby  impowered  to  make  use  of  the 
collony's  name  for  the  procuring  of  powder,  lead,  and  all 
other  instruments  and  utensills  of  warr,  for  the  defence  of 
the  place,  from  the  Massachusetts  collony,  or  elsewhere, 
in  order  to  furnish  a  publick  magazine  or  store  house  upon 
the  Island,  from  whence,  if  need  be,  the  whole  collony 
may  also  have  supplies.  And  if  they  see  cause  to  send  a 
messenger  or  two  unto  the  neighbor  collonys  with  instruc- 
tions to  treat  with  them  in  this  time  of  eminent  danger, 
(wherein  the  interests  of  his  Majestic,  together  with 
theirs  and  ours,  is  extremely  hazarded,  by  the  conjunction 
of  princes  and  states  throughout  the  whole  country),  in 
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order  to  procure  a  friendly  correspondence  between  them 
and  us  as  farr  as  wee  may,  for  the  safety  of  the  whole. 
And  they  are,  by  virtue  hereof,  authorized  to  give  order 
for  the  payment  hereof  out  of  the  publick  treasury.  And 
it  is  further  hereby  declared  by  this  present  as3embl>\  ami 
by  the  authority  thereof,  that  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of 
the  Governor,  and  the  sayd  councill,  upon  the  appearance 
of  eminent  danger  upon  the  coast  or  otherwise,  by  reason 
of  the  approach  of  a  common  enemy,  to  give  forth  an 
alarm  to  this  collony,  and  to  the  whole  country,  by  caus- 
ing the  beacon  upon  Wanomitonimo  Hill  to  be  fired,  which 
shall  be  a  directory  to  the  rest  of  the  beacons  to  be  forth- 
with fired  throughout  the  whole  collony ;  and  it  is  hereby 
further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  the  sayd  councill  to  give  order  for  the  erectinge 
of  beacons  in  the  most  convenient  places  upon  the  coast 
from  east  to  west,  throughout  the  whole  colon)',  and  par- 
tickularly  one  upon  the  rocks  at  Sachuest ;  another  in 
some  convenient  place  at  Pettecomscutt ;  that  may  give 
intelligence  to  Watch  Hill  •,  also  another  upon  Mill  Hill 
at  Portsmouth,  and  another  upon  Moshowsitt  at  Provi- 
dence ;  and  such  other  as  they  shall  think  fit.  And  it  is 
further  ordered  by  this  present  Assembly,  that  it  shall  be 
in  the  power  of  the  Governor  and  of  the  sayd  Councill, 
to  take  care  for  the  putting  of  Pettacomscutt,  Miscomo- 
qutt  and  the  southern  part  of  that  tract  of  land  called 
King's  Province,  into  the  best  posture  of  defence  they  are 
able,  for  the  preservation  of  his  Majesties  interest  there. 
Also  the  islands  called  Block  Island,  Quonoqutt  Island, 
Hog  Island,  and  the  rest  of  the  islands  in  the  Narragansett 
Bay ;  and  upon  the  coast  aforesayd,  for  the  preservation  of 
his  Majestie's  interest  there.  And  it  is  further  ordered, 
and  hereby  declared,  that  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Governor  and  said  Councill,  and  major  pai-t  thereof,  from 
time  to  time,  to  nominate,  constitute  and  apoynt  such 
other  officera  and  commandei-s  for  special  I  service,  and  to 
commission  them  as  they  shall  think  fitt.*' 

AugvAt  10^  1667. — "Whereas  the  General  Assembly 
sitting  in  July  past,  and  taking  into  their  serious  consid- 
eration the  necessity  of  raysing  a  troop  of  horse  in  Rhode 
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Lsland,  did.  then  by  the  power  of  the  charter  granted  to 
this  collony  by  his  sacred  Majesty,  enact,  order  and  be- 
trust  the  Governor  and  Councill  of  the  said  Island,  to 
raise  a  troop  of  horse ;  in  pursuance  of  which  authority 
and  oi»der,  the  Governor  and  council  of  said  meeting  upon 
the  24th  of  July  last  past,  did  conceive  it  to  bee  most 
requisitt  to  lay  the  foundation  in  a  voluntary  way  ;  and 
therefore,  by  the  power  committed  to  them,  did  nominate, 
choose  and  appoint  Mr.  Peleg  Sanford  captain  of  the 
troops  to  be  so  raysed,  and  Mr.  John  Almye  lieftenant, 
who  were  to  give  notice  for  their  assembling  and  incorpo- 
rating into  such  body,  and  to  make  their  appearance 
before  the  Governor  and  council  this  present  10th 
August,  1667. 

Then  appeared  before  the  Governor,  by  and  under 
authoritie  of  the  Captaine,  M.  Peleg  Sanford  and  Lt. 
John  Alniye,  wlio  were  deputed  and  appointed  the  com- 
manders of  the  troope  of  horse  upon  the  Island ;  and  the 
commanders  beinjif  chosen  by  the  Governor  and  council 
according  to  the  Generall  Assembly's  act,  and  the  Char- 
ter's authority,  wee,  the  underwritten,  do  subscribe  as  in 
obediente  to  the  Captain  and  Lieftenant  to  the  full,  as 
witness  our  hands : 

These  following  listed  themselves: 

The  Governor,  a  horse,  furniture  and  rider. 

Mr.  Baulston,  the  like. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wilbur,  the  like. 

Mr.  William  Reape,  the  like. 

Henry  Dyre,  James  Barber,  Jr., 

John  Sanford,  John  Easton.  Jr., 

Joseph  Holdes,  William  Smyton, 

Nath'l  Johnson,  Francis  Brayton, 

Ralph  Earle,  Sr.,  William  Briggs, 

Joseph  Wellington,  David  Leake, 

Hugh  Parsons,  Thomas  Briggs, 

Samuel  Albro. 


ARTICLES  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  PROMOTING 
VIRTUE  AND  KNOWLEDGE,  BY  A  FREE 

CONVERSATION. 


^W^HE  Newport  Historical  Society  lias  a  valiiaMe  collec- 
1^  tion  of  old  raaiiuseripts  relating  to  the  history  of  New- 
port, among  which  is  a  copy  of  the  ''Articles  of  the  Society 
for  promoting  Virtue  and  Knowledge  by  a  Free  Conversa- 
tion," in  the  hand  writing  of  Judge  Edward  Scott,  who 
was  one  of  its  members.  It  is  said  that  the  society  was 
organized  in  1730,  at  the  suggestion  of  Bishop  Berkeley, 
who  participated  in  its  discussions  and  contributed  to 
heighten  the  i)leasure  and  advantages  of  the  association. 
It  was  under  these  influences  that  Abraham  Redwood,  in 
1747,  generously  engaged  to  bestow  £500  sterling  for  the 
purchase  of  useful  books,  suitable  for  a  library.  The  gen- 
tlemen of  the  '"Society  ior  promoting  virtue  and  knowl- 
edge" joined  with  Redwood  in  forming  a  corporate  body 
under  the  name  of  the  Company  of  the  Redwood  Library, 
which  was  in  that  year  (1747)  incorporated.  Among  in- 
stitutions of  a  similar  kind,  founded  by  charter  in  the 
American  colonies,  the  Redwood  Library  holds  the  second 
place  in  point  of  time,  having  been  preceded  only  by  the 
Philadelphia  Library  Company,  which  was  incorporated  in 
1742,  The  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this  early 
literary  society  has  the  folio winsf  endorsement : 

"Presented   to  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  by 

»      »• 

Thomas  Hornsby,  7th  Mo.,  4th,  1823,  being  found  by  him 
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among  the  papers  of  old  Judge  Edward  Scott  and  is  in  his 
hand  writing.  Requested  by  T.  H.  to  be  kept  in  the  cab- 
inet for  the  Southern  District. 

STEPHEN  GOULD, 

(Cabinet  Keeper." 

^'Whereas  A.  D.  1730,  Messrs.  Daniel  Updike,  Pe- 
ter Boui-s,  James  Searing,  Edward  Scott,  Henry  Col- 
lins, Nathan  Condy  and  James  Honyraan,  Jun'r  did 
form  a  society  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge  and 
virtue,  bv  a  free  conversation,  according  to  seveml 
regulations  by  them  agreed  : 

We,  the  present  membei*s  of  the  said  society,  finding  it 
necessary,  on  many  accounts,  for  the  more  effectual  an- 
swering the  end  of  our  institution,  do  agree  to  enter  into 
a  more  strict  engagement,  and  establish  the  following  as 
the  Laws  and  Orders  to  be  observed  in  this  society. 

1.  The  members  of  the  society  shall  meet  every  Mon- 
day evening  at  the  house  of  one  of  tlie  membei-s  seriatim 
and  converse  about  and  debate  some  useful  question  in 
Divinity,  Morality,  Philosophy,  History,  &c. 

2.  The  member  who  proposed  the  question  shall  be 
moderator  (pro  hac  vice)  and  see  that  order  and  decency  be 
maintained  in  all  the  debates  and  conversation. 

8.  Every  member  in  order  shall  freely  give  his  opinion, 
with  his  reasons,  having  liberty  to  explain  the  sense  of  the 
question  or  his  own  expressions,  and  to  retiact  or  alter  his 
opinion  as  to  him  shall  seem  right. 

4.  The  member  at  whose  house  We  meet  shall  propose 
a  question  for  the  next  evening's  conversation,  the  society 
to  judge  of  its  propriety  and  usefulness,  only  nothing 
shall  ever  be  proposed  or  debated  which  is  a  distinguish- 
ing religious  tenet  of  any  one  member. 

5.  No  member  shall  divulge  the  opinion  or  arguments 
o  f  any  particular  member  as  to  any  subject  debated  in  the 
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society,  ou  penalty  of  a  perpetual  exclusion  ;  nevertheless, 
any  member  may  gratify  the  curiosity  of  any  that  may  en- 
quire the  names,  number,  general  design,  method  and  laws 
of  the  society,  and  the  opinions  or  conclusions  of  the  major 
part  without  dibcoveiing  how  any  particular  member 
voted. 

6.  The  moderator  for  the  time  being  shall  keep  a  book 
in  which  he  shall  register  the  questions  and  the  solutions 
or  answers,  and  another  for  the  fines  or  forfeits  that  may 
become  due. 

7.  The  question  shall  be  proj)<)unded  by  the  modera- 
tor exactly  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  or  if  he  be 
then  absent  another  shall  be  chosen  in  his  room,  and  who- 
ever shall  come  after  that  shall  forfeit  one  shilling;  who- 
ever is  absent  the  whole  evening  shall  forfeit  two  shillings 
audsixpence;  the  moderator  shall  forfeit  double.  Whoever 
shall  make  it  an  excuse,  to  avoid  giving  his  opinion,  that 
he  has  not  thought  of  the  question,  or  has  forgot  what  the 
question  is,  shall  forfeit  one  shilling.  He  that  omits  to 
register  the  question  or  solution  in  his  turn,  shall  forfeit 
two  shillings  and  sixpence.  A  treasurer  shall  be  chosen 
once  in  three  months,  and  whoever  shall  refuse  an  office 
when  chosen,  shall  forfeit  five  shillings,  and  every  treas- 
urer that  is  deficient  in  his  dutv  in  collectin<^  the  fines 
shall  pay  them  himself.  No  excuse  shall  be  taken  for  ab- 
sence but  sickness  in  person  or  family  or  the  being  out  of 
town.  The  fines  shall  be  gathered  every  month  and  be 
laid  out  in  books,  &c.,  as  the  society  shall  think  best. 
Whoever  shall  absent  himself  a  (quarter  of  a  year  succes- 
sively, without  sufficieiit  excuse,  shall  have  his  name 
struck  out  of  the  list. 

8.  Any  member  may  bring  with  himN  any  friend  or 
stranger  who  shall  desire  it,  and  whom  he  may  think  will 
not  be  offensive  to  any  other  member. 
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9.  Any  member  may  propose  a  candidate,  but  none 
shall  be  admitted  without  the  full  and  free  consent  of 
every  member,  to  be  manife^^ted  in  written  votes  after  a 
montirs  i)robation.  However,  the  same  person  that  has 
been  negativ'dmay  be  propounded  ajain  by  another  mem- 
ber. 

10.  If  the  society  incline  to  choose  any  gentlemen  at 
a  distance  to  be  occasional  members,  their  election  shall 
be  made  in  the  same  manner ;  they  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  rules  of  secrecy,  and  have  the  same  liberty  to  spaak 
and  debate  on  any  subject  with  the  other  members,  and 
shall  vote  on  all  occasiontil  matters. 

11.  The  laws  shall  be  publicly  read  in  the  society  ever}" 
three  months,  on  the  same  evening  that  the  treasurer  is 
chosen.  And  everj'  member  shall  then  produce  his  copy 
ii])on  the  forfeiture  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence. 

12.  Every  member  shall  promote  the  good  of  the  so- 
ciety as  far  as  lies  in  his  power. 

18.  Each  of  the  present  members  shall  sign  these  arti- 
cles in  tl»e  book,  and  shall  have  a  copy  of  them,  signed  b}" 
the  moderator  for  the  time  beiiiq;*,  to  be  and  to  remain  as  a 
proof  and  token  of  our  fellowship  an  I  society:  and  ever}'' 
irenlleman  *  that  may  hereafter  be  chosen  a  m'^mber  shall 
outer  his  name  in  the  same  muinii'HU.l  li  ive  a  copy  of  the 
laws  sJG^ned  as  above,  to;x*^ther  with  a  list  of  the  societv 
and  a  copy  of  the  additional  or  explanatory  laws  that  may 
hereafter  be  made. 

JsKWPonT,  February  2d,  1735. 

Occasional  Mvmhcrs. 

John  Adams.  Johx  Wallace. 

Daniel  IIunnARDj  SrKrHEN  IIopkens, 

Jeremy  Coxdv,  Samuel  Johnson. 
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Member  if. 
Daniel  Updike,  John  Brett, 

Peter  Bours,  Charles  Bardin, 

Edward  Scott,  J.  IIoneyman,  Jr., 

Nathan  TowNSELD,  Jr.,  IIez.  Carpenter, 

Samuel  Wickham,  James  Sp:ARtNG, 

Thomas  Ward,  Joseph  Jacob, 

J08IAS  Lyndon,  William  Ellery, 

John  Callender,  Jr.,  Joseph  Sylvester, 

John  Checkley,  Jr. 


PASTORS    OF    THE    FIRST  JJAI'TIST    CHURCH, 

NEWPORT,  FROM    ITS   ORGANIZATION 

TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 


1.  John  Clarke,  1«38  to  1G7(J. 

2.  Obadiah  Holmes,  1651  to  1G82. 

3.  Richard  Dingley,  1687  to  1604.* 

4.  William  Peckham,  1711  to  17H4. 

5.  John  Comer,  1726  to  1729. 

6.  John  Callender,  1731  to  1748. 
—7.  Edward  Upham,  1748  to  1771. 

8.  Erasmus  Kellev,  1771  to  1784. 

9.  Benjamin  Foster,  1785  to  1788. 

10.  Michael  Eddy,  1789  to  1835. 

11.  Arthur  A.  Ross,  1834  to  1840. 

12.  Joseph  Smith,  1841  to  1849. 

13.  Samuel  Adlarti,  1849  to  1804. 

— 14.  Comfort  E.  Barrows,  1865  to 


NEWPORT  TOWN  RECORDS. 


BIRTHS. 

Mav  22,  1GS8.  Stanton,  Heiirv  of  John  and  Marv 

Oct.  26,  1693.  Shaw,  Jolin  of  Thomas  and  Martha 

Sept.  28,  1696.  Martha 

July  — ,  1700.  Smith,  Elisha  Edward  and  Elizabeth 

April  27, 1702.  Marv 

Sept.    9,  170:].  .Elizabeth 

June    7,  1705.  Sarah 

July  10,  1707.  Phely,  dau.  of 

Oct.     4,  1709.  Edward 

Juno  21,  1711.  Ilainiah 

July  20.  1714.  Dorcits 

Feb.  10.1715-16.  Henry 

April    7,  1718.  William 

Mar.   2,  1719-20.  Ann 

,  .  Seabeare.  Henrv  of  Jonathan  and  — 


Jan.  oO,  1706-7.  Slocumb,  [Joseph]  ?  of  Giles  and  Mary 

Se}>t.    3,  1709.  ,  son 

Oct.   15,  1711.  ,son 

Jan.  -50,  1714-15.  Benjamin 

Feb.    2^^  1706-7.  Shearman,  George,  of  I>enj.  and  Mary 

Jan.      9,  1709.  Isaac 

June    1,  1712.  Joseph 

Aug.    7,  1718.  George 

May  30,  1708.  Stanton,  Mary  of  Henry  and  Mary 


^ 
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Oct.  17,  1709;  Stanton.  Alice  of  Henry  and  Man- 
May     (K  1712.  2d  Mary 
Oct.   28,  17ia.  Katharine 
Sept.  25,  1716.  Hannah 
May  22,  1710.  Henry 
Mar.  30,    1724.  Joseph 
Mar.   21,   1708-9.  Sabin,  Jose[)h  of  Jonathan  &  Katharine 

,  1711.  ,  son 

Sept.  2y,  1715.  Benjamin 

Sabin  (possibl}-  Sabeare.) 

Sept.  22,  1716.  Benj.  of  Jonathan  and  Katharine. 

Aug.  1-i,  1717.  Benjamin 

Nov.  19,  1724.  Eliz'th  of  Jonathan  &  Elizabeth. 

Feb.  23, 1709-10.  Swan, ,  dau.  of  Sam'l  &  Dorotliy 

July  12.  1711.  Hannah 

Dec.  19,  1714.  Sanford,  Marv   of  William  and  Grizzel 

June  10,  1716.  Margaret 

June    9,  1724.  Grizzel 

Sept.  21,  1716.  Shelfield,  Mary  of  Jiimes  and  Katharine 

Feb.  — ,  1717-18.  Karharine 

June  13,  1720.  Sarah 

Sept.  20,  1722.  James 

Oct.  21,  1724.  Rulbe,  dau. 

Dec.  21,  1727.  Elizabeth 

July  15,  1736.  Samuel 

Aug.  11,  1717.  Sanford,  Elizabeth  of  Ebenezer  &  Mary 

Sept.  19  1717.  Swan,  Elizabtth  of  William  and  Ann 

May  10,  1719.  William 

Aug.    1,  1721.  Richard 

Sept.  17,  1723.  Henry 

Oct.     7,  1727.  Ann 

Feb.     9,  1718.  Sanford,  John  of  William  &  Experience 

,  [1719]  ?  Sanford,  Mary  of  Ezbon  and  [Mary]  ? 

^  1721.  Eneas 

,  1723.  Woodward 
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July  12,  1742.     Skinner,  Edward  of  Francis  &  [Kath'ne]  ? 

Sept.  20,  1744.  Francis 

Dec.  22,  1738.       Simkins,  Marv  of  John  &  Susanna 

Sept. — ,  1747.  Ann 

Sept.  — ,  [1738]  ?  Stevens,  Mary  of  Robert  &  Elizabeth 

Mar.  13,  1740.  John 

July  14,  1742.  Robert 

July  13,  1743.  Robert 

May  11,  1739.       Sweet,  Sarah  of  James  and  Ann 

June  10,  1745.  James 

,1789-40.  Sheffield,  Elizabeth  of  John  &  xMartha 


Jan.     1,  1741.  Sherman,  Mary  of and 

July    8,  1741.  Saver,  Abiyfail  of  Joshua  and  Anstis 

June  20,  1742.  Benjamin 

Feb.  10,  1746.  Joshua 

Sept.  23,  1747.  Anstis 

Dec.     1,  1749.  Ann 

April  15,  1753.  Elizabeth 

Aug.    6,  1755.  Sayer,  Lewis  of  Joshua  and  Anstis 

Nov.  18, 175  [7]?  Mary 

April   5,  1742.  Sylvester,  Christopher  of  Jos.  &  Mary 

Julv  22,  1743.  Ann 

Sept.   2,  174;").  Joseph 

Mar.  17,  170.').  Heiiclinian.of  Jos.&.Meicy,2cl\vife 

Mar.  28,  17-1;5.  Stevoiis,  Ann  of  William  and  Ann 

Feb.  4,  1744-5.  Surah 

Oct.     1,  1748.  William 

May  10,  1752.  Mary 

April  17,  1755.  Philip 

July  26,  1759.  Phei)e 

May  20,  1743.      Servat, ,  son  of  Daniel  &  Abigail 

Feb.  2,  1745-6.  

An^.    2,  1748.  Spooner,  Rebecca  of  Tlios.  &  Rebecca. 

April  23,  1745.  John 

Mar.     8,  1747.  Thomas 
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Nov.    5,  1748.  Spooiier,  Judali  of  Tlios.  and  Rebecca 

Mar.  21,  1751.  Kosaiina 

Mar.     2,  1753.  Alice 

Aug.  25,  174o.  Swan,  Jolni  of  Alexander  &  Elizabeth 

June  17, 17 [45]  ?  Gustavus 

July  26,   17[47]?  Catharine 

Aug.    2,  1749.  Alexander 

Nov.  18,  174»>.  Sowle,  Meribah  of  Henry  and  Barbara, 

Mar.  2,  1744-5.  Gideon 

Jan.  7.  1740-7.  Natlianiel 

Oct.  30,  1748.  Ilenrv 

June    2,  1750.  Jonathan 

Dec.  13,  1751.  Sarah 

Nov.  16,  1752.  Henry 

Feb.    1,    1744.  Shearman,  Elizabeth  of  Peleg  &  Phebe 

June  16,  1740.  Samuel 

AT         o    -iT^i  Beniiiniin  /twins  of  Elislia  and 

May     8,  17d4.  a  i  •     -i                    n  4^- 

^  Abigail      \             Patience. 

June  13,  1744.  Swan.  Mary  of  John  and  Hannah 

Apr.  26,  1746.  Slarns,   VVillard  of  John  and  Rachel 

Nov.  19,  1747.  John 

Aug.    9,  1749.  Wilhud 

Oct.     7,  1750.  Martha 

Aug.  16,  1752.  Hannah 

Apr.    3,  1754.  Josepli 

Feb.     8,  1756.  Benjamin 

Nov.  21,  1757.  Isaac 

Sep.  14,1759or60.  Simon 

July  — ,  17 — .  Springer,  John  of  Jonatlian  and  Ann 

Aug.    3,  1748.  Slierburne,   Henry  of  Benjamin  &  Lucy 

May    7,  1750.  Abiah 

Mar.  12,  1753.  Hannah 

Jan.     7,  1755.  Elinor 

Feb.  27,  1757.  Benjamin 

Feb.  19,  1759.  David 
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ISfay  2G,  174&or9.  Smith,  Artliiirof  George  and  Sarah 
June    6,  17o0.  Uiith 

July  16, 175[2]  ?  Ruth,  2d, 

Mar.      '50,  .  Sarah 

Feb.    13, 1748-9.  Stooknian.  Sarah  of  Jaec>l)  and  Ann 

Dec.    0,  1751.  Marv 

Jan.  24,  175:).  William 

Aug.    7,  1757.  Anne 

Mar.  21.  1760.  Join. 

Mar.    1,  1763.  Jacoh 

Sept.    9,  1705.  Tryi>lK.'na 

Sept  4,  1708.  tj"  1    /  twins. 

*  Samuel    \ 

Feb.  18,  1749.50.  Stoddard,  Rachel  of  and 

Dec.  23.  1752.  Ruth 

Kov.  15,  1747.  William 

Apr.  7,  1755.  Josiiua,  Jr., 

Sept  16,  1701.  Sargeant,  Mary  of  William  and  Mercy 

Mar.  15,  1753.  Sanford,  Lydia  of  Joseph  and  Esther 

Jan.  22.  1755.  Simon 

June  11,  1753.  Smith,  Sarah  of  Samuel  and  Ann 

Apr.  27,  1763.  Judith 

Apr.    1,  1754.  Simmons.  Nathan  of  Edward  and  Mary 

July  — ,  1755,  Jonathan 

Dec.    4,  1754.  Sanford,  Susanna  of  Benj.  and  [Abiah]? 

Feb.     1,  1750.  Marv 

Jan.  26,  1758.  Daniel 

Apr.  17,   1758.  Styles,  Elizal)eth  of  Ezra  &  Elizabeth 

^lar.  11,  1759.  Ezra 

Sept.  29,  1760.  Kezia  Taylor 

Apr.  21,  1702.  Emilia 

Aug.  10,  1763.  Isaac 

AuiT.—,  1765.  Ruth 

Dec.    1,  1763.  Sisson,  Gideon  of  Gideon  and  Mary 

July     1,  1765.  James 
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Apr.  13,  1767.  Sisson,   William  of  Gideon  and  Mary 
Feb.  27,  176  [4]?  Sayer,  Peter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 

July     8,  1765.  Joshua 

Mav  23,  1764.  St.  Kilaire,  Louis,  born  at  Nantes,  France 

Dee.  10,  1764.  Sheffield,  Martha  of  Nathan    &  Martha 

Sept.  19,  1771.  Benjamin 

,  1760.  Smith,  Isaac  of  Daniel  and  Ann 

Jan.  31,  1770.  Scott,  John  Cookson  of  John  and   Sally 

Mar.  18,  1770.  Stacey,  Thomas  of  Thomas  and  Sarali 

Apr.  21,  1772.  Martha 

Feb.  12,  1774.  Sarah  Jarsey 

Jan.     5,  1776.  Ann 

Apr.  10,  1770.  Southwick,  Elizabeth  of  Solomon  &  Ann 

Mar.  30,  1771.  John  (}. 

July  30,  1772.  Mary 

Dec.  25,  1773,  Solomon 

July  12,  1772.  Shelliekl,  Aaron  of  Aaron  and  Ruth 

Aug.  24,  1783.  Sheffield,  Marv  Nichols  of  Aaron  &  Marv 

Mar.  12,   1773.  Sweet,  Sarah  of  John  and  Hannah 

Sept.  19,  1776.  Stevens,  Sally  of  Thomas  and  Ann 

Jan.     3,  1778.  Ann 

Feb,     8,   1780.  Abigail 

Sept.  14,  1781.  Samuel 

Sept.  10,  1783  William 

June  26,  1786.  John 

Oct.     6,  \1XS,  Thomas 

Nov.  25,  1790.  Fanny 

Dec.     3,  1792,  Eli/j/ 

Dec.     1,  1794.  Joseph  (Jardner 

Mav  25,  1797.  Robert 

Sept.  12,  1790.  Smith,  \Vm.  Grant  of  \Vm.  &  Magdalen 

Nov.  20,  1795.  George  Gibbs 

Apr.  12,  1793.  Seabury,  Thos.  M.,  of  Thos.  &  Elizabeth 

Sept.  22,  1794.  Spear,  Mary  of  James  and  Sarah 

June  26,  1796.  James,  Jr., 
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July    13,  1798.  Spear,  John  of  James  and  Sarah 

May     2,  1800.  William 

Julv     7.  1802.  Eliza  betli 

Mar.  24,  179G.  Shaw,  Thomas  of  Benj.  &  Elizabeth 

Oct.   23,  1800.  Isaac 

Aiig.J8,  1802.  Stilliimn,Maiy  A.  of  Gold  Sellek  &  Hepsa 

Feb.  *  2,  1 804.  Aiinrustus  Ely 

Sept.  14,  180o.  Benjamin 

Apr.  11,  1807.  Augustns  Ely 

Jan.  11,  1809.  Harriet 

May      10,  1811.  V'^''?-     \  twins. 

Amelia  J 

Mar.  12,   1803.  Shaw,  Lucy  of  Wm.  and  Susannah 

Sept.  14,  1804.  Swan,  M.irian 

Dec.  18,  1805.  William  P>. 

Nov.  14,  1807.  Elizabeth 

Sept.  22,  1809.  Richard 

Mar.    6,  1811.  James  C. 

Mav  27,  1812.  Edwin  J. 

June    o,  1814.  Henry 

Dec.  21,  1815.  Sally  Center 

Jan.  21,  1817.  Jane  Wilson 

Feb.     6,  1819.  Caroline  Louisa 

Mar.  27,  1808.  Stevens,  Mary   E.  of  John  and  Susanna 

Aug.  21,  1800.  Elizabeth  Ann 

Feb.  ^5,  1811.  John 

]\Iay     8,  1815.  Sprague,  Abigail  H.  of  Jordan  &  Rebecca 

Oct.     7,  1817.  Mary  B 

Sept.  13,  1835.  Sisson,Abby  O.T.  of  Rob.  C.  &  Mary  Ann 

Feb.  18,  1839.  William  Henry 

Feb.     1,  1841.  Rhoda  Frances 

Mar.  10,  1838.  Spencer.  Thomas  Aldrich  of  Micah  and 

Sarah  Ann 

Apr.  21,  1845.  Sisson,  Jas.  E.  of  Rob't.  C.  &  Mary  Ann 

Oct.  25,  1847.  Cynthia  Ann  P. 
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Fell.     4.   \M0.  Slieimmi.  Bd^v.  T.  of  JonHthaa  &  Eliz'b 

Nov.    i  XS5±  Simpson.  Agnes  Mary  of  Sam.  F.  4;  Cetla 

N(>v.  14.   185;t.  .(cwepli 

Sfi>t.  1;'),  I8;'i6.  Florence 

July  I",  1858.  Edmund  D. 

AniT-  -1>  18.'>;t.  Samuel  Etiijs 

.\yu    !>.  IStil.  Peter  B. 

pi-i'.     <».  I'*.')'-'.  Smith.  Miiry  L.  of  Philip  i  Patience  H, 
(To  be  continued.) 


COMPARATIVE  STATE  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF 

INHABITANTS  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  NEWPORT 

PREVIOUS   TO  THE  REVOLUTION  AND 

AT  THE  PEACE,  TAKEN  BY  ORDER 

OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 


In  June.  1744. 
lt'/r/f.-«— Jliiles  under  Iti.  lo58.     Females  under  16,1635. 
Mules   iibove    16,  2100.     Females  above  16,  2624. 
Indians.  46. 
Ul,„-k»—n&\m   under  16,    204.     Females   under  16.  185, 
Mules  above  16,  4o4.     Females  above  16,    40J, 
Total   9201'. 

In  .lusK.  1782. 
JV/"Vr!(r— Males  undrr  16,  1084.     Females  under  16,  1162. 
Miilea  above    16,  974.     Females  above    16,    1694. 
IndiaiiH,  68. 
///■i.**— Males  under   16.    9J.      Females   under    16,    12. 
Mjihw  above  16.  159.     Females  above  16,  188. 
Total,  ouitl. 


MONUMENTAL  INSCRIPTIONS. 


FROM   TOMBSTONES   IN    NEWPORT   CEMETERIES. 


This  Stone 
is  erected  to  the  memory  of 

Isaac  Senter,  M.  D., 
who  after  nineteen  years   of 

unremitted  and  successful 
practice   of  the  medical    art 
in  this  Town, 
departed  this  life 
on  the  20th  of  December,  171)9. 
aged  45  year. 
Having   earl}'     arrived    to   an    uncom- 
on  degree   of  eminence  in  his  professi- 
on,   he  was   honored  by   the    medical 
Society  of  the  Cit)^  of  London,   and  of 
the   college   of  Physicians  in  Philadel- 
phia, with   an  admittance  as  a  member 
of  tliose  very  respectable  Bodies. 
Sincerely  and  justly   esteemed  by  the 
brethren    of     the    Cincinnati     for    his 
inflexible    patriotism,  he    was    repeat- 
edly  elected    President   of    that    hon- 
orable Institution  in  this  State.    Alike 
beloved   by  all   who  knew  him  for  his 
many  domestic  and  social  virtues, 
[common  ground.] 
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to  l!ic  nurn«iiy  uf 

Kv^iJoiit    ill     Xo\v[K>rt,     Hliode    I.-land, 

who  departed  tlii.s  life 

Jiilv  -t.K  Anno  Oi'mini  IS''-*), 

aired  4<>  vear>. 

[evinnion  ground.] 
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Monumental  Inscriptions.  Si 

arras  ' 

To  the  Memory  of 
The  Hoiible.  John  Gardner,  Esq., 
Late   Lieut.    Governor   of  this  colonv, 
This  tomb  is  dedicated. 
X     He  changed  this  life  for  one  more  glorious 
on  the  29th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1764, 
in  the  69th  year  of  his  age. 
HisTdeath  was  to  the  community,  the  loss  of 
a  useful  and  worthy  member.    To  his  discon- 
solate   wife  and   numerous  offspring,  a  loss 
irreparable.     He  was  a  loving  and  indulgent  Husband, 
as  well  as  a  tender  and  affectionate  parent,  and 
remarkable   for  his  affable  and  courtious 
Deportment  to  all  men. 
While  young  he  devoted  himself  to  the  service 
of  his  country,  in  which  he  was  advanced  to 
many  posts  of  the  greatest  trust,  which  he 
discharged  with  Honour  and  Fidelity. 
He  was  early  received  into  the  Baptist  church, 

in  the  communion  of  which  he  remained  a  worthy 
member  till  his  death.     His  life  was  exemplary 
and  few  men  had  a  more  extensive  charity  for 

christians  of  every  Denomination. 
In  his  last  hours  he  bore  his  sickness  with 

Patience  and  Resignation,  a  glorious of  his 

future  Happiness,  and,  we  trust,  he  is  now  at  rest 
in  the  mansion  of  bliss,  with  his  redeemer 
and  the  spirits  of  men  made  perfect. 

[common,  ground.] 


84  JIoHHMental  hmcription« 

Here  Rest  the  Remiiiiis 

of 

Capt.  Daniel  Gardner, 

who  was  summoned  iu  a  Moment 

of  Time  into  Eternitv, 

by  l)eing  unfortunately  drowned 

on  the  llth  day  of  Julv,  1780, 

in  the  43d  year  of  his  age, 

leaving  a  wife  and  four  children 

to  deplore  the  loss 

of  an  affectionate  husband  and  tender  Parent, 

exhibiting  to  survivors 

a  striking  memento 

of  the   great    uncertainty 

of  human  life. 

[common  ground.] 


In  October,  170<),  the  (jreneral  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  ordered  that  two  fairs  be  held  each  ^ear  in  the 
town  of  Portsmouth.  Tlie  tii-st  tobeijin  on  the  last  Tues- 
day  in  Mav,  and  the  other  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  Novem- 
ber,  each  to  be  kept  open  for  tliree  days.  These  were 
probably  the  fii'st  fairs  held  under  the  sanctiontof  law  in 
the  American  colonies. 


In  1728,  Samuel  Clarke,  of  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  was  al- 
lowed by  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  2d.  per  pound  boun- 
ty on  1227  pounds  of  hemp  mised,  water  rotted  and 
dressed  by  him. 


In  n.'iO  the  town  of  Newport's  proportion  of  the  colo- 
ny tax  of  X  35,000,  was  Je7000,  or  one-fifth  part  thereof. 


WILLOFJAHLEEL  BRENTON  OF  NEWPORT, R.I. 

July  2,  1731. 


JN  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Jahleel  Brenton,  of  New- 
port, in  the  county  of  Newport  and  colony  of  Rhode 
Island,  Esq.,  being  weak  of  body,  but  of  sound  under- 
standing and  disposing  mind  and  memory,  and  considering 
the  uncertainty  of  this  mortal  life,  and  knowing  it  is  ap- 
pointed for  all  men  once  to  die,  do  make  and  ordain 
this  my  last  will  and  testament,  as  followeth  :  and  first  I 
give  and  resign  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God  : 
and  my  body  I  commit  to  the  earth,  to  be  decently  buried 
by  my  Executor  hereinafter  named ;  In  sure  and  certain 
h  opes  of  a  joyful  resurrection  to  life  immortal,  through  Our. 
Loi-d  and  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ;  and  as  touching  my 
worldly  estate  with  which  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless 
me,  I  give  and  dispose  thereof  in  manner  following,  viz : 

Imprimis. — I  will  an<l  order  that  all  my  just  debts  and 
funeral  expenses  be  justly  paid  in  convenient  time  after 
my  decease,  by  my  Executor  hereinafter  named. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  my  mansion  house  wherein 
I  now  dwell,  and  all  my  farm  and  land  thereunto  adjoin. 
ing,  lying  and  being  in  Newport  Neck  to  the  Southward 
and  Westward  of  the  buildings  of  the  said  town,  and  com- 
monly called  Hammersmith  and  Rocky  Farm^  with  the 
lands  thereunto  adjoining,  unto  my  nephew,  Jahleel 
Brenton,  of  Newport,  Esq.,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 


86  Will  of  Jahleel  Brenton. 

Item, — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  m}'  cousin,  Martha 
Churcli,  two  pieces  of  land,  with  a  dwelling  house  stand- 
ing upon  one  of  them,  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Robin- 
son, lying  and  butting  upon  Thames  street,  in  the  Town 
of  Newport  aforesaid,  which  1  formerly  purchased  of  her, 
the  one  lyinor  to  the  eastward  and  the  other  to  the  west- 
ward  of  said  Thames  street  and  bordering  upon  the  har- 
bor of  Newport,  the  bounds  and  contents  whereof  very 
fully  appear  by  her  deed  to  me,  dated  the  eleventh  day 
of  July,  Anno  Domini,  1G98;  To  have  and  enjoy  the  said 
two  pieces  of  land,  with  the  dwelling  house  and  other 
buildings  thereupon,  to  her,  my  said  cousin,  Martha 
Church,  for  i*nd  during  the  full  term  of  her  natural  life, 
and  after  her  decease  I  give  and  bequeath  the  said  two 
jneees  of  land,  with  the  dwelling  house  and  other  build^ 
ings  thereupon  standing  and  being,  unto  my  cousin, 
Benjamin  Church,  and  my  cousin  Abigail  Wanton,  to  them» 
their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween them. 

Item. — I  will  and  devise  that  all  my  hinds  lying  near 
Merrimac  river,  given  to  me  by  father's  last  will  and  tes- 
tament, be  sold  by  my  executor  hereinafter  named,  for 
payment  of  my  debts  and  the  legacies  by  this  my  will 
given. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  all  that  my  farm,  \\\i\\  the 
dwelling  house  and  other  buildings  thereupon  lying  and 
being,  in  South  Kingstown,  with  the  mai*shes  thereunto 
belonging,  and  containing  by  estimation  five  hundred 
acres,  or  thereabouts,  at  present  in  the  tenure  and  occu- 
pation of  William  Robinson,  of  said  South  Kingstown, 
Esq.,  with  the  privilege  of  cutting  and  carrying  away  on 
and  from  oif  my  other  farm  lying  in  Point  Judith,  now 
in  the  occupation  of  the  said  William  Robinson,  fifty 
cords  of  firewood   annually,   unto   ray   nephew,   Jahleel 
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Brentoii,  Esq.,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  he  and  they 
making  no  waste  nor  destruction  in  the  wood  on  the  said 
Point  Judith  farm,  growing  there  as  before  given. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  cousin,  Martha 
Wanton,  daughter  of  my  cousin,  Abigail  Wanton,  her 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  my  six-seventh  part  of  an  ishuid 
commonly  called  Mumford's  Island,  lying  and  being  in 
Point  Judith  pond,  in  the  present  tenure  and  occupation 
of  Stephen  Hazard  of  South  Kingstown,  yeoman. 

Item, — I  give  and  bequeatli  to  my  nephew,  Benjamin 
Brenton,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  my  seventh 
part  of  Little  Point  Juditli  Neck,  containing,  by  estima- 
tion, twenty-six  acres,  or  thereabouts,  in  the  present 
tenure  and  occupation  of  Thomas  Hazard,  yeoman,  and 
also  all  that  my  farm  lying  upon  Chepuxet  river,  in  South 
Kingstown,  and  containing,  by  estimation,  three  liundred 
acres  or  thereabouts,  in  the  present  tenure  and  occupa- 
tion of  John  Sheldon. 

Item, — I  give  and  bequeath  my  farm  lying  near  Yaweoak 
Great  Pond,  lying  part  in  North  Kingstown  and  part  in 
South  Kingstown,  and  containing,  by  estimation,  one 
thousand  acres,  or  thereabouts,  at  present  in  the  tenure 
and  occupation  of  Thomas  Draper,  of  North  Kingstown, 
yeoman,  to  my  cousins,  Martha  Church  and  Benjamin 
Church,  and  my  nephews,  fibenezer  Brenton  and  Benja- 
min Brenton,  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  to 
be  equally  divided  between  them. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  my  farm  lying  in  South 
Kingstowp,  and  containing,  by  estimation,  two  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  or  thereabouts,  in  the  present  tenure  and 
occupation  of  Henry  Knowles,  of  South  Kingstown,  yeo- 
man, unto  my  cousin,  Martha  Church,  her  heirs  and  as- 
signs forever. 


88  Will  of  Jahleel  Brmton. 

Item. — I  give  and  bequeath  my  island,  called  Ram 
Island,  within  the  township  of  South  Kingstown  and  in 
the  occupation  of  George  Hazard,  to  my  cousin,  Benjamin 
Church,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Itenu — I  give  and  bequeatli  to  my  nephew,  Ebenezer 
Brenton,  his  heii-s  and  assigns  forever,  my  piece  of  land, 
containing  about  eighteen  acres,  lying  ui)on  the  west  side 
of  Pettequiimscutt  River  and  in  the  present  tenure  and 
occupation  of  John  Watson. 

Item, — I  give  and  bequeath  my  farm  lying  in  Point  Ju- 
dith Neck,  in  South  Kingstown,  containing,  by  estima- 
tion, six  hundred  acres,  or  thereabouts,  and  in  the  present 
occupation  and  tenure  of  William  lloliinson,  of  South 
Kingstown,  Esq.,  unto  my  cousin,  Martha  Church,  her 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  she  allowing  and  permitting  ray 
nephew,  Jahleel  Brenton.  Esq.,  (unto  whom  I  have  be- 
fore, in  this  my  last  will,  given  my  farm  of  five  hundred 
acres  in  tlie  possession  of  William  Robinson),  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  free  liberty  to  cut  and  carry  away  from  off 
the  said  farm  given  her,  at  all  suitable  times  hereafter,  for 
his  and  their  own  use  or  uses,  fifty  cords  of  firewood 
yearly,  and  every  year,  he  nor  tliey  making  no  waste  or 
destiuetion  in  the  said  wood. 

Item, — As  to  my  farm  of  about  eight  hundred  acres,  or 
thereabouts,  to  the  eastward  of  the  great  pond,  commonly 

called   Worden's  pond,  in Kingstown,  and  in  the 

present  tenure  and  occupation  of  George  iMmnford,  of 
South  Kingstown,  yeoman,  my  will  is  that  the  one  half  of 
the  said  farm  be  sold  by  my  executor,  hereinafter  named, 
and  that  the  money  the  said  half  part  be  sold  for  be  by 
mv  executor  hereinafter  named,  his  executors  or  admin  is- 
trators,  put  out  at  interest  to  the  best  advantage,  for  the 
benefit  and  support  of  my  cousin,  Martha  Smith,  the  wife 
of  John    Smith,   of  Boston,  merchant,   and   the    interest 
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thereof  to  be  paid  to  her  or  her  order,  in  writing,  under 
her  hand,  freel}'  and  annually,  to  be  given  without  any 
fo^ce  or  compulsion  of  her  said  husband,  who  is  not  to 
have  any  meddling  therewith  or  disposal  thereof;  and 
upon  her  decease,  then  all  the  said  money  so  put  out  at 
interest,  to  be  paid  and  distributed  amongst  her  children, 
or  their  legal  representatives,  that  shall  be  surviving  at 
the  time  of  her  death,  in  equal  parts.  And  the  otlier 
half  of  m}'  said  farm  I  give  aiul  bequeath  to  my  nephew, 
Ebenezer  Brenton.  and  uy  cousin,  Benjamin  Church,  their 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  to  be  equally  divided  between 
them. 

Item. — I  give  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Nathaniel  Clapp, 
minister  of  the  church  to  which  I  belong,  the  sum  of 
twenty  pounds,  to  be  paid  him  yearly,  and  every  year,  for 
and  during  the  term  of  twenty  years  next  and  immediate- 
ly after  my  decease,  if  he  shall  so  long  live,  and  in  case  he 
shall  happen  to  die  before  the  end  of  said  term,  then  the 
same  to  be  paid  for  the  remainder  of  said  term  to  the 
minister  that  shall  succeed  him  in  the  congregation  he 
now  preaches  in. 

Item. — I  give  and  be([ueath  to  my  cousin,  Augustus  I^u- 
cas,  Jr.,  one  hundred  pounds,  and  to  his  sister  Barsheba, 
one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  them  by  my  executor 
hereinafter  named. 

Item. — I  give  to  the  poor  of  Newport,  ten  pounds  year- 
ly, for  ten  years  next  immediately  after  my  decease,  to  be 
distributed  to  such  poor  as  Mr.  James  Blackstock,  of  New- 
port, merchant,  and  Mr.  Joshua  Stetson  of  said  Newport, 
shall  direct ;  and  in  case  of  one  of  their  deaths,  then  tlie 
direction  to  be  by  tlie  survivor. 

Item. — I  give  to  Mary  Bun,  negro  Betty,  negro  Dun- 
galo,  Indian  Elizabeth,  servants  now  living  in  my  house, 
each  of  them  twentv  shillino;s. 


*>  Wm  of  Jahhfl  Brenton. 

/*-»«. — I  srive  to  rav  cou^iiK  Martha  Church,  mv  aeero 
w'>.n&<iri  DHDied  Lucv,  and  her  child. 

/r-rtii. — I  jjive  one  dozen  chairs,  one  chest  of  drawers. 
iii'.K  tabi^  /ind  om;  lf>oking-^las9»  nowptaudin-z  iti  the  south- 
#-'anC  c^iamb^r  of  niv  mauMoii  hou.se.  to  niv  cousin.  M;trtha 
Church. 

If*im, — I  give  and  bequr-ath  all  the  rest  and  residue  of 
iW'  (znXSklft.  VkiiIi  real  and  [»ersonaL  of  what  nature  and 
kind  **oever.  and  wherever  the  same  >hall  be  or  mav  be 
forind,  unto  my  nephew,  Jahleel  Brenton.  Es4j..  his  heirs 
4k(A  a-Hwi^H  forever,  and  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint 
my  ?faid  nephew.  Jahleel  Brenton.  to  be  my  full  and  sole 
executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  hereby  re- 
voking all  other  and  former  wills  by  me  at  any  time  here- 
tofore made. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  mv  hand  and 
••eal,  this  rtecond  day  of  July,  Anno  Domini,  1731. 

JAHLEKL  BRENTON,  <(  seal  > 

Signed,  sealed.  ]iubli>hed  and 
dechired  by  the  testator,  to  be 
his  la.<^r  will  and  testament,  in 
the  presence  <if  us  wlmse  names 
are  snbs<;ribed,  and  attested  bv 
UH  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
testator. 

Nath'll  Kav. 
Jonathan  Kiplkv. 
Sa'vw'xa.  Nkwdioatk. 

COD  re  I L. 

Be  it  known  nnlo  all  men  by  these  presents,  that 
where;is  I,  Jahleel  Brenton,  of  Newport,  in  the  county  of 
Newjxjrt,  and  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.,  Esq.,  have 
ni;ide  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  writing,  dated  th^ 
f.econd  day  of  July,  instiint.  Anno  Domini,  1731,  but  have 
therein   omitted,  in  particular,  to  devise  some  part  of  my 
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tstate  ;  now  I,  the  said  Jahleel  Brenton,  do  by  this  pres- 
ent codicil  confirm  and  ratify  all  and  every  part  of  my 
said  last  will,  excepting  only  such  parts  and  devises  there- 
of as  I  shall  otherwise  alter  and  dispose  of  in  this  codicil. 
And  I  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  my  quarter  part  of 
a  right  in  Coheset  purchase,  lying  within  the  township 
of  Warwick,  unto  my  nephew,  Jahleel  Brenton,  Esq., 
and  my  cousin,  Benjamin  Church,  their  heirs  and  assigns 
forever,  to  be  equally  divided  between  tliem. 

Item. — I   will  and  order  that  my   dwelling  house  and 

land  thereunto  adjoining  and  belonging,  in  Boston,  in  the 

present     tenure  and    occupation  of  my   tenant,    Samuel 

Grainger,  schoolmaster,  be  sold  by  my   executor  in  my 

aforesaid  will  named,  and  the  money  the  same  shall  be  sold 
for  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  cousins  hereinafter 
named,  viz. :  Cousin  Martha  Church,  Benjamin  Church, 
Abigail  Wanton,  Jeremiah  Wheeler,  Benjamin  Brenton, 
Martha  Smith,  Ebenezer  Brenton,  Augustus  Lucas,  Jr., 
Barsheba  Lucas  and  Martha  Wanton,  to  whom  I  give  the 
same.  And  my  will  is  that  this  codicil  or  schedule  be, 
and  be  adjudged  to  be,  part  and  parcel  of  my  said  last 
will  and  testament,  and  that  all  things  therein  mentioned 
and  contained,  be  faitlifully  and  truh'  performed,  and  as 
fully  and  amply,  in  every  respect,  as  if  the  same  were  so 
set  down  and  declared  in  my  aforenamed  will. 

In  witness  whereof  I   have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  third  day  of  July,  Anno  Domini,  1731. 

JAHLEEL  BRENTON,  ■[  seal.  } 

Signed,  sealed,  published  and 
declared  bv  tlie  testator,  in  the 
presence  of  us  whose  names 
are  subscribed  as  witnesses,  and 
attested  by  us  in  the  presence 
of  the  testator. 

Nathan  Chapman, 
Jonathan  Ripley, 
Nath'l  Newdigate. 

Proved,  Newport,  R.  L,  Nov.  13,  1732. 


ABSTRACTS  FROM  THE  RECORDS  OF  NEWPORT 
RELATIVE  TO  THE  ADOPTION  OF  THE 
CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  1788-9. 


l;A  ARCH  24, 1788.  '*  At  a  meetingof  the  freemen  of 
^/#1  Newport,  convened  agreeabl}*  to  au  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Aissembly,  piissed  February  session  hist  ptist.  entitled 
••An  act  submitting  to  the  considenition  of  the  freemen  of 
this  State  the  re|K)rt  of  the  convention  of  delegates  for  a 
constitutiim  f«>r  the  United  States,  as  agreed  ou  in  Phihu 
delphia,  the  1 7th  Septeral>er,  1787,  by  poll,  whether  the 
said  constitution  for  the  United  State>  sliall  be  adopted  or 
ne*z;itived,  letrallv  convened  this  dav  :  also  to  consider  the 
petition  and  memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers  in  New  Englmid,  that  the  act  which 
make»  the  pii[»er  currency  of  tiii:>  State  a  tender  at  pjir  in 
payment  of  just  debts,  and  tlie  act  which  makes  void 
notes  and  \*i)ok  accounts  not  settled  in  two  vears*  mav  be 
repeated  i>r  amended. 

The  folhnving  are  tlie  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question — 
"Shall  tlie  Constitution  as  a^rrced  on  liv  the  Convention 
]aZ**  held  at  I'hiladtlphia  and  reporttrd  by  said  Convention 
to  the  Coniivess  of  the  United  States,  and  by  them  tntns- 
mirted  *"o  the  "jeveral  Lei; islatuies.be  ado[»ted  or  negatived.*' 

V  E  A5 — 0  u  e .  N  A  Ys — ten . 

Rti»o/vtid.  That   N.   Goodwin.   I.  Seriter.  ».\:c..  ^eight   of 
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them)^  "they  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be  a  committee  to 
drnft  iiiMtructions  for  the  deputies  of  this  town,  instruct- 
ing and  directing  them  to  use  their  influence  in  General 
Assembly  to  obtiiin  a  resolution  for  calling  a  convention  to 
consult,  deliberate  and  decide  upon  the  proposed  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  as  recommended  by  the  Con- 
vention at  Phihidelphia,  Sept.  17,  1787,  in  manner  and 
ajjreeablv  to  the  recommendation  of  the  said  Convention 
and  Congress.  Also  to  instruct  the  deputies  to  use  their 
influence  for  obtaining  a  repeal  of  tiie  tender  and  limita- 
tion laws." 


Town  Meoting.  March  28,  1788. 

*'The  report  of  the  committee  ap[)ointed  at  last  meeting 
being  read,  b}'  unaaiimous  vote  was  received,  and  the  fol- 
lowing instructions  concerning  the  constitution  as  recom- 
mended by  the  convention  at  IMiiladeli)hia  and  of  this 
State  wjis  voted  : 

'The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  to  draw  instruc- 
tions for  the  deputies  of  the  town  of  Newp(ut  to  use  their 
influence  to  obtain  of  the  Hon.  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  at  tiieir  next  session,  an  act  to  empower  the  several 
towns  within  this  State  to  call  town  meetings  and  ap- 
point delegates  for  the  pur[K)se  of  holding  a  State  conven- 
tion to  take  into  consideration  the  form  of  government 
pi-oposed  for  the  United  States  of  America  by  the  general 
convention  held  at  Philadelphia,  Sept.  17,  1787,  which 
constitution  or  form  of  government  was  sent  to  the  several 
legislatures  of  the  different  Slates  by  the  Honorable  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  on  the  28th  of  September  last, 
recommending  that  State  convenli(ms  should  be  appoint- 
ed to  decide  upon  it  agreeably  to  the  request  of  tlie  Gen- 
eral convention,  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  after  deliberately  and  mutually  considering  the 
ynode   the    legislature  of  this  State    hath  been  pleased  to 
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prescribe  to  their  constituents  for  judging  and  determin- 
ing upon  tlie  propriety  of  adopting  the  above  mentioned 
form  of  government  for  the  United  States,  humbly  con- 
ceive and  are  unanimously  of  opinion — 

1st.  That  it  is  unconstitutional,  unprecedented,  ineffi- 
cacious, and  inconsistent  with  the  act  itself.  Unconstitu- 
tional, because  contrary  to  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the 
General  Convention  of  the  Nation,  as  well  as  that  consti- 
tuted by  the  Honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  r 
unprecedented,  because  every  other  State  in  tlie  Union 
lias  api)ointed  State  conventions  to  decide  upon  it;  In- 
efficacious, because  a  decision  obtained  in  this  way,  either 
for  or  against  the  new  form  of  governmeiit,  prevents  any 
legal  or  prescribed  channel  through  which  it  might  be 
conveyed  to  the  federal  coinicil  of  the'  nation,  and  there- 
fore nugatory,  inconsistent,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  be- 
cause the  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  referring  this 
proposed  government  to  the  people  of  the  respective  towns 
for  their  determination,  confesses  that  in  them  (the  peo- 
ple) resules  all  power  upon  the  subject :  and  then  goes  ou 
to  direct  the  manner  of  voting  by  poll,  in  a  way  novel 
and  unprecfdented,  depriving  the  freemen  of  their  liber- 
tv  contrarv  to  law,  custom  and  usai^fe  of  the  State  ;  for  if 
the  people  alone  have  a  right  to  frame  a  new  constitution^ 
what  right  has  the  legislature  to  restrict  them  to  anv  par- 
ticular mode  or  time  ? 

•2d.  That  this  mode  of  discussing  or  rather  confusing 
this  momentous  subject  deprives  the  citizens  of  this  State 
of  tlie  necessarv  means  of  information  which  the  citizens 
of  our  sister  States  have  bv  the  one  recommended  bv  the 
General  Convention  and  the  Honorable  Congress,  which 
mode  has  been  unanimously  adopted  by  the  other  States 
in  the  Union  without  any  objection  by  those  most  opposed 
to  the  ixovernment  itself. 

:><l.     That  this    way    of  transacting    the  business,  with 
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submission  we  conceive,  is  treating  the  confederated  wis- 
dom of  the  United  States  with  additional  disrespect  and 
indignity  bv  deciding  upon  a  subject  so  solemn  as  a  sys- 
tem of  government  (which  cost  several  months  of  toil- 
some investigation  by  the  first  men  of  character  and  abil- 
ty  the  world  knows)  in  town  meetings,  where  impatience 
and  disorder  more  or  less  prevail,  aud  wliere  it  is  difficult 
to  speak,  more  diflicult  to  be  lieard,  and  almost  impossible 
10  discuss  points  of  far  less  magnitude  as  they  ought;  and 
at  this  critical  and  important  period  of  our  national  aftairs, 
when  a  dissolution  of  I  he  civil  compact  is  threatened, 
when  instead  of  wideninu:  the  difficulties  already  subsist- 
ing  between  this  and  our  Mster  States,  it  ought  to  be  the 
i5onstiUit  prayer  and  unremitted  attention  of  every  indi- 
vidual   and    bo  Iv  of  men  in  this  State    to  harmonize  and 

« 

cement   the    Union,    upon  which  our  existence  as  a  State 
more  especially,  and  that  of  our  nation,  depends. 

4th.  That  it  is  now  generally  agreed  by  all  denomina- 
tions of  men  in  tins  country,  tliat  the  old  confederation  is 
inefficient  in  points  most  essential  to  supi)ort  us  as  a  con- 
federate nation. 

This  being  a  melancholy  truth  of  experienced  demon- 
stration, we  cannot  but  admire  the  wisdom  of  the  Gener- 
al Convention,  as  well  as  of  the  Congress,  hi  recommend- 
ing the  proposed  system  of  government  to  be  canvassed 
in  State  conventions. 

That  as  there  were  unavoidable  concessions  of  State  to 
State  in  the  General  Convention,  so  the  mode  of  State 
conventions  appeared  to  them  most  likely  to  do  ample 
justice  on  the  one  hand  to  the  merits  of  the  new  gov- 
ernment as  a  national  compact,  and  on  the  other,  that  the 
State  delegates  from  the  various  towns  whose  local  inter- 
ests might  appear  at  first  view  to  render  it  necessary, 
that  similar  concessions,  might  be  made  by  the  different 
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niriiilierrt,  iumI  if  tlioii^ht  best  amendments  might  \\e 
reiMtniniiMultHl  to  the  Keileral  Council  of  the  States^  as 
iiath  hron  dont*  hy  a  nrii;;hhoring  State.  Wheresis,  if 
dei^iilfd  upon  hv  town  meetings  it  must  be  either  hastily 
ailopttnl  KW  totally  i-ejoeted,  without  any  proposed  amend- 
ments, whirh  \vi*  fear  the  hitter  will  not  only  entirely 
de>itr%»y  the  sniall  ivmains  of  union  among  the  States,  but 
pivehule  the  possiliiliiy  of  establishing  a  government  in 
auY  other  wav  than  bv  that  ifriiiiVr  rt^ort,  which  includes 
the  eonipliealed  eahimities  of  civil  war,  /fi//*/ii«',  pf9tiU'nc€y 
ryiMK^V*  iV»*'-»'*'"*^'«'  i^**d  jCii  rtiyt;  man  then. 

^N\w\\Un\\  \\w  oommictee  submits  the  followinij  resolii- 

:iv»iis: 

Ko^v^'aonL  :h,.'.  :he  IVputies  »»f  :hi<  town  Ik-  i^isiruoted 
:^a;  ^v  to:ve  ot  ,ix-i»enu  ativl  l»v  an  hvMies:  .ipveal  to  our 
iiiis:'--;iUkMe  .•v*!^:!?*:::-.*!!^!  r:i;:;:s*  eiKiOAvor  :o  convince 
ih-/  victii  /.  AN.Mii:b"\  :!ui:  :ho  :«vKle  o:  ::i|:i::-.  into  the 
•u'^*  vV'Lx;.;,'.:.v«:\  'vvViiviu'iKU'vi   .i>  .t:' 'v-s>i'.i  I'v  :he   Gen- 

c  >.  X*   vis*.*      V  »c  •  ■  .*  ■   .    *  -    '.  :  :f    • :  .*  r^-^a:  I    'j:  .  o.  e    rfijc  ai- 
.   •    •  It  «        ■ 

'_«       ...       H-s-*--«  V         •      ..v«.V.*. «       »,V'  «  "^•' 

t  *  *  < 

:.K'  ■-■.■?•-'--•.     t    ■:.     ■  ■•  ".t  .---it    .i-V>. 

•.»  ::K"  '  v».,:  v'i».  \.\\\    iivi»i»i'a-   .»i   "..it'  "*r:'>i.»^?v.'C:i  }\*t  ^^cit-cv  jt 


Abstracts  from  the  Ret:ords  of  Newport.  97 

this  State  at  their  Bession  held  in   February,  A.D.,  1788. 

All  of  which  is  humbly  submittecl  by 

Henry  Hliss, 
Robert  Tayix)r, 
Christ.  Ellery, 
Thomas  Kumreill, 
Isaac  Senter, 
Wm.  Channing, 
Henry  Goodwin, 
(lEORGK  Sears. 

Newport,  March  27,  1788." 


Town  Mtjeting,  April  15,  1781). 

*'The  committee  appointed  in  the  morning  to  draft  in- 
structions to  the  Deputies  appointed  to  represent  this 
town,  May  session,  presented  a  draft  tliereof  this  after- 
noon, and  the  same  being  read  the  second  time.  It  was 
voted  unanimously,  to  wit  : 

To  George  Hazard.  Henry  Marchant.    G-eorye    t%impUn, 
Peley  Clarke.  William  Tripp  and  Georye  Sears ^  Ust^,: 

Gentlemen: — Impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  necessity 
and  justice  of  an  immediate  compliance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Honorable  the  Congress,  respecting  the 
new  form  of  government  for  the  United  States  of 
America,  we  cannot  forbear  renewing  our  instructions  to 
you  on  this  interesting  subject.  We  are  now  arrived  at 
a  period  when  the  principles  which  have  actuated  an  op- 
position to  the  calling  a  State  Convention  in  this  State 
cannot  operate.  All  the  states  (this  and  North  Carolina 
excepted)  have  acceded  to  the  new  constitution,  and  the 
latter  hath  ordered  a  convention  to  be  called.  The  unan- 
imity which  has  prevailed  in  the  acceding  states  in  the 
election  of  a  Federal  President,  Vice  President,  Senators 
and  Representatives  has  fully  evinced  their  approbation 
of  the  present  system  of  government.     The  new  Congress 


r 
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is  formed,  and  the  new  government  will  soon  be  in  regular 
motion,  and  operate  with  suitable  energy.  The  opposers 
of  it  in  this  state  must  therefore  be  convinced  that  their 
opposition  to  it  has  proved  and  will  prove  incflFiutiial. 
Let  us  now  advert  to  some  of  the  consequi'iictb  wliich 
will  result  from  the  obstinate  continuance  of  an  oiiposition 
to  a  measure  which  has  been  so  generally  adopted  by  the 
United  States,  and  is  now  established.  This  state  cannot 
exist  without  commerce,  agriculture  and  manufactures, 
these  are  naturally  connected  and  must  rise  and  fall  to- 
gether, however  the  bad  policy  of  some  men  may  have 
endeavoied  to  disunite  them.  But  can  we  expect  that  our 
trade  with  the  United  States  will  be  continued  if  we  still 
refuse  to  unite  and  harmonize  with  them,  or  that  it  will 
be  favourably  received  by  foreign  nations.  Have  we  not 
reason  rather  to  conclude  that  we  shall  be  viewed  by  both 
as  an  impotent,refractory  state  which  has  forfeited  all  pre- 
tences to  a  friendly  intercourse  with  them.  We  may 
therefore  be  assured  that  our  foreign  trade  must  cease  for 
want  of  Federal  protection,  and  that  the  ports  of  our 
sister  states  will  be  shut  against  us.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  principle  maritime  towns,  and  of  this  in  particular, 
will  then  suffer  the  severest  distress.  We  receive  the  first 
necessaries  of  life,  bread  and  firewood,  chiefly  from  other 
states,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  entirely 
depend  for  their  subsistence  on  commerce,  and  must  per- 
ish with  its  destruction.  In  this  wretched  situation  neces- 
sity will  oblige  them  as  the  last  alternative  to  apply  to 
the  Federal  Government  for  relief  and  protection,  and  it 
will  be  undoubtedly  afforded  to  them.  Anxious  to  avoid 
the  calamities  which  threaten  us,  and  desirous  to  partici- 
pate in  the  advantages  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  wisest 
and  best  men  in  the  United  States,  will  result  from  an 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution,  and  at  the  same  time 
solicitious  for  the  existence,  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
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this  state,  we,  your  constituents,  renew  our  instructions, 
and  urge  you  by  every  consideration  that  is  dear  and  val- 
uable to  continue  your  strenuous  and  laudable  exertions 
to  obtain  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly  an 
act  for  calling  a  convention  in  this  state  for  the  purpose 
of  adopting  the  Constitution  as  recommended  by  the  late 
General  Convention  at  Philadelphia. 

Isaac  Senter, 
Chris.  Champlin, 
Wm.  Champlin, 
Dan.  Mason, 
Geo.  Gibbs." 


FRENCH  SCHOOL. 

The  subscriber  informs  the  public  that  he  continues  to 
teach  the  French  Language  in  Newport,  in  the  house  (com- 
monly called  the  White  Stone),  nearly  opposite  John  G. 
Wantons,  Esq'rs.,  in  Spring  street,  which  is  opened  five 
days  in  the  week,  for  both  sexes,  and  requests  the  encour- 
agement of  those  who  are  desirous  of  learning  that  polite 
and  beneficial  language.  Terms.  Two  dollars  entrance  and 
one  dollar  per  month  for  each  scholar,  who  is  to  subscribe 
for  no  less  than  three  months.  He  will  also  keep  Board- 
ing and  Lodging  for  young  gentlemen  and  teach  them  the 
Rudiments  of  Latin.  Newport,  Sept.  7. 1789. 

WILLIAM  ANDANCOURT. 


TIIK  FIRST  SPINNET  MADE  IN  AMERICA. 


Boston,  April  30,  1883. 
Mr.  Editor  : — I  send  you  the  following  item,  thinking 
that  it  may  interest  some  of  local  antiquarians: 

SAMUEL  A.  GREENE. 

*'It  is  with  Pleasure  we  iufonn  the  Public,  That  a  few  Days 
sinee  was  >]npM  for  Newport,  a  very  curious  Spinuet,  being  the 
first  ever  niaile  in  America;  the  performance  of  the  ingenious 
Mr.  John  Harris,  of  Boston,  (Son  to  the  late  Mr  Joseph  Harris, 
t»f  Lontlon,  Ilarpsiconl  ami  Spinuet  maker,  ilect»ased,)  and  in 
every  Hespeit  does  Honour  to  that  Artist,  who  noir  carries  on 
n;ui1  Business  at  liis  H<nise  a  few  Doors  Northwanl  of  Dr.  Clarke's 
Xorih-Kml.  Boston." — The  ihston  Gaztttejand  Coitntrtf  Journal y 
Sipteniher  1^\  17t»',». 

Mr.  Editor  : — Allow  me  to  add  a  few  lines  to  the  ad- 
vertisomont  of  a  Spinet,  which  you  brought  to  my  notice 
some  lime  a«jro.  The  insi rumen t  to  which  Dr.  Greene 
alludes,  is  now,  I  think,  at  Mi's.  Breese's,  corner  of  Thames 
and  (lidley  streets,  Newport,  R.  I. 

The  spinet  is  of  some  antiquity,  and  was  the  precursor 
of  the  pianaforle.  I:  was  formerly  much  in  use.  re- 
sembling a  harpsichord,  but  smaller,  and  having  only  one 
set  of  jacks  and  striui^s  and  consequently  only  one  stop. 
The  hammei-s  are  furnishcil  with  crow  quills  which  press 
aiul  catch  on  the  hniss  strings. 

At  the  Bristol,  R.  I.,  Centennary,  Sept.  24.  1SS0»  was 
exhibited  one  of  a  triangular  shape,  about  four  feet  long, 
which  K>iv  on  a  tablet   this  inscription  :  **Johann    Hitch 
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cock,  fecit,  London,  1520.  * 

In  the  Kensington  Museum,  London,  is  to  be  seen  a 
precious  Italian  spinet,  ornamented  with  jewels,  of  the 
year  1577. 

At  the  Old  Hall,  Tabley,  Cheshire,  is  preserved  in  good 
condition  a  '"spinette,"  bearing  the  inscription,  *Thillip 
Jones,  London,  fecit,  1671.' 

Among  the  curiosities  on  exhibition  at  the  New  Hamp- 
shire State  Fair,  September,  1867,  was  an  instrument 
called  a  spinet,  owned  by  Mi*s.  John  A.  Baldwin,  of 
Nashua,  and  imported  from  London  in  1765,  by  her  grand- 
father, the  late  Gov.  Collins,  of  Newport,  R.  L 

In  the  Newport  Mercury  of  May  17,  1773,  is  advertised^ 
"For  s^^le,  a  spinnett  of  a  pioper  size  for  a  little  Miss,  and 
of  a  most  agreeable  tone,  and  plays  extremely  easy  on  the 
keys." 

In  October,  1783,  Sjvmuel  Thui-ston,  of  Newport,  sends 
to  New  York  for  a  set  of  spinet  strings. 

To  conclude,  we  occasionally,  in  this  town,  see  old 
fashioned  pianos,  very  small  in  size,  sold  at  auction  for 
spinets.  .f.  e.  m. 

Newport,  R.  L,  September  6,  1883. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  of  Newport,   held 

April   2,  1787,  it  was  ordered  "That  the  assize  of  bread 

for  this  present  month  shall  be  as  follows,  viz. :  made  of 

merchantable  wheat  flour  at  37s.  per  barrel  the 

16  p«nny  loaf  to  weigh  61b.  14oz. 
8      "         "      "      "        31b.     7oz. 

4      "        "      "      "        lib.  lloz. 

2  copper  biscuit      "        01b.     8oz. 
and  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  next  Newport  New^ 
paper,  and  that  the  several  bakers  be  served  with  a  copy 
hereof/' 

[Advertisement^  Newport  Herald^  Oct.  i.  1789.'\ 
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LOTTERY  FOR  THE  PAVING  OF   KING  STREET 

(NOW  FRANKLIN),  1772, 


*'Whereas,  divers  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newport^ 
preferred  a  petition,  and  represented  unto  this  assembly^ 
that  at  the  session  of  this  assembly,  held  in  Febuary,  A. 
D.  1768,  a  lottery  was  gianted,  to  raise  the  sum  of  $500y 
to  be  applied  towards  the  paving  of  King  Street,  in  New- 
port, aforesaid ;  that  the  directors  have  accordingly  raised 
the  said  sum,  but  find  it  insufficient  for  that  purpose,  ow- 
ing to  the  situation  of  the  street,  which  rendered  the  mak- 
ing of  a  large  common  sewer  necessary  ;  the  charge  where- 
of was  much  greater  than  it  was  estimated  at ;  and  that 
the  finishing  the  said  street,  upon  the  plan  proposed,  will 
not  only  make  it  very  elegant,  but  be  extremely  useful  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  in  general ;  and  thereupon 
pmyed  this  assembly  to  enable  them  to  raise  a  further  sum 
of  money,  sufficient  to  complete  the  paving  and  other  nec- 
essary repairs  of  the  said  street,  by  a  lottery,  to  consist  of 
one  or  more  classes,  as  the  directors  shall  think  most  pra- 
denl ;  that  the  present  directors  may  be  continued,  and 
empowered  to  perform  the  said  business ;  and  that  if  any 
of  them  shall  refuse,  the  town  of  Newport  may  appoint 
one  or  more  directors  in  his  or  their  stead,  refusing  ;  the 
pereon  or  persons  so  to  be  appointed,  giving  bond  in  the 
usual  manner;  on  consideration  whereof:  Be  it  enacted 
by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  authority  thereof, 
it  is  enacted,  that  the  aforesaid  petition  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  granted,  under  the  usual  restriction ;  provided^ 
that  the  colony  incurr  no  expense  in  consequence  thereof.* 
— [ProceedingB  of  the  General  Asaemhly,  Colony  of  Rhode 

Island^  held  Newport j  Auffuatj  1772. 


ABSTRACTS   FROM  THE  NEWPORT   GAZETTE, 

PUBLISHED  AT  NEWPORT,  R.  I.,  DURING 

THE  OCCUPATION  OF  THE  TOWN  BY 

THE  BRITISH. 


^^^HE  Newport  Gazette,  published  by  John  Howe,  "at  the 
F  Printing  House  in  Thames  Street,  near  the  Parade," 
during  the  occupation  of  the  town  by  the  British,  contains 
many  items  of  interest.  The  following  abstracts  are  made 
from  copies  of  the  paper  in  possession  of  the  Redwood 
Library,  Newport,  R.  L 

The  first  number,  issued  Thursday,  Jan.  16,  1777,  con- 
tains Lord  Howe's  proclamation  granting  pardons  to  all 
who  *^hall  promise  to  remain  in  a  peaceable  obedience  to 
His  Majesty,"  dated  New  York,  Nov.  30,  1776.  This 
number  also  contains  the  following  address  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  by  the  Loyalists  of  Newport: 

*^Newport,  Jan.  16,  1777. 

To  His  Excellency^  Henry  Clinton^  IJsq,^  Lieutenant  Gen- 
eral commanding  His  Majetfty^s  Forces  in  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  We  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newport,  pene- 
trated with  a  truly  grateful  sense  of  His  Majesty's  pater- 
nal affection  and  tenderness  for  his  unhappily  deluded 
American  subjects,  exhibited  in  the  proclamation  of  No- 
vember last,  made  by  the  King's  commissioners  for  restor- 
ing peace  to  his  colonies  in   America,  humbly  presume  to 
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addess  Your  Excellency,  most  heartily  coiigratiilatiiig  you 
upon  your  arrival  among  us,  sincerely  praying  that  your 
endeavoi-s  for  the  establishment  of  peace  and  good  govern- 
ment to  this  once  flourishing,  but  now  distressed  town, 
maybe  crowned  with  success.  We  have  long  beheld  with 
the  deepest  concern  and  anxiet}',  the  baleful  influence  of 
factious  and  designing  men,  through  His  Majesty's  Amer- 
ican colonies,  who,  bv  their  evil  counsels  have  eflfect-ed  an 
unnatural  separation  from  the  parent  state,  renounced 
their  allegiance  to  the  best  of  sovereigns,  and  upon  the 
ruins  of  an  unhappy  constitution,  establishd  a  system  to- 
tally subsersive  of  every  idea  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

The  many  instances  of  humanity  and  benignity  dis- 
played by  Your  Excellency  since  your  arrival,  embolden 
us  to  look  up  and  entreat  that  Your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  interpose  in  our  behalf  and  so  use  your  influ- 
ence with  the  king's  commissioners,  that  through  your 
intercession  this  town  may  once  more  enjoy  the  Kiiig^s 
most  gracious  protection,  together  .with  the  blessings  re- 
«ultiug  from  a  constitutiomil  dependence  upon  the  su- 
preme authority  of  (ireat  Hrilaiii. 

We  beg  leave  to  represent  to  Your  Excellence  that  we 
bear  all  loyal  and  dutiful  allegiance  to  His  Majesty,  KING 
GEORGE  the  Third,  his  sacred  person,  crown  and  dignity 
and  humbly  [>niy  to  be  declared  at  his  peace,  and  obedient 
to  his  supremacy  of  Great  Britain,  being  convinced  that 
to  be  ii  subject  of  the  British  empire,  with  all  its  conse- 
quences, is  to  be  the  freest  member  of  any  civil  society  in 
the  known  world." 

The  (lazetie  informs  us  that  the  above  address  was 
signed  by  444  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

Following  the  address  is  the  answer  of  His  Excellency, 
Henry  Clinton,  which  is  brief  and  unimportant. 

Under  the  head  of  Newport  is  the  following  : 

**A  list  of  prizes  taken  by  His  Majesty  s  ships,  under  the 
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command  of  Commodore  Sir  Peter  Parker,  at  Rhode 
Island : 

The  Polly,  brig,  Robert  Nelson,  master,  from  North 
Corolina  to  Lisbon,  laden  with  staves  and  beeswax;  taken 
by  the  Experiment,  Dec.  7,  1776,  the  whole  fleet  in  sight. 
She  was  going  from  Newport  to  Providence. 

The  Success,  schooner,  Giles  Price,,  master,  from 
Charlestown,  S.  C,  bound  to  Providence,  with  rice,  indigo 
and  leather;  taken  by  the  Cerberus  off  Block  Island,  Dec. 

29.  1776. 

The  Bettv,  brig,  retaken,  I.  Brice,  master,  from  Ja- 
maica to  Londonderry,  hiden  with  rum  ;  taken  by  the 
Cerberus  off  Block  Island,  Dec.  29, 177G. 

The  Liberty,  brig,  Solomon  Phips,  master,  from  New 
London  to  the  West  Indies,  laden  with  horses,  flour  and 
lumber:  taken    by  the  Cerberus,   off   Block    Island,  Dec. 

30,  1776. 

The  Bettv,  retaken,  transport,  James  Sutton,  master, 
one  of  the  ships,  which  went  for  coals  to  Louisbourg;  tak- 
en in  coming  to  Rhode  Island. 

The  Duntheath,  ship,  retaken,  James  Creighton, 
master,  from  St.  Augustine  to  Grenada,  with  timber,  tak- 
en by  the  Brune,  Jan.  6.  1777. 

The  Luceetia,  sloop,  Jacob  Suley,  master,  from 

to  any  port  in  America,  with  sulphur,  nitre,  pins  and  need- 
les." 

The  following  local  items  appear  under  the  same  head: 
"Last  Monday  morning,  his  Excellency,  Gen.  Clinton, 
embarked  on  board  his  majesty's  ship,  Asia,  for  England. 
His  Excellency,  in  going  aboard,  was  saluted  by  a  dis- 
charge of  cannon.  The  command,  in  his  Excellency's 
absence  devolves  upon  the  Honorable  Hugh  Earl  Percy." 

"A  Flag  of  truce  arrived  here  last  Sunday  from  Provi- 
dence, with  a  number  of  persons,  whom  the  rebels  have 
held  prisoners,  to  be  exchanged.      By   one  who  arrived, 
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we  are  informed,  that  the  rebels  were  removing  a  number 
of  whaleboats  overland;  and  that  all  their  talk  was  of 
their  intention  to  attack  this  Island  ! — Probably,  by  the 
arrival  of  the  next  account,  we  shall  hear  of  their  inten- 
tion to  attack  the  moon.*' 

"There  is  a  Boston  Paper  in  town,  in  which  they  con- 
fess, that  the  affairs  begin  to  wear  a  meloncholy  aspect." 

The  Gazette  of  Jan.  23,  1777,  contains  an  address  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Jamestown,  R.  I.,  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Hugh  Earl  Pbrcy,  of  date  Jan.  13.  1777,  similar  to  the 
address  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newport  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton. But  little  of  importance  is  found  in  the  Gazette  of  this 
date.  A  few  advertisements,  for  the  first  time  appear. 
Walter  Chaloner  and  Thomas  Wickam  announce  a 
sale  at  public  vendue  ^'at  the  house  of  Thomas  Bannister, 
lately  occupied  by  Josiah  Flag,  on  Monday  the  27th  inst., 
at  XI.  o'clock."  Gilbert  Hogg,  master  of  the  Brigantine 
Albion  '*lying  at  Honeyman's  wharf,  with  a  jack  at  the 
maintopmasthead,"informs  the  public  of  the  sale  of  vari- 
ous articles  '*jiist  imported  from  Whitehaven."  RiCHARD 
Draper  "at  his  store  just  opened  and  formerly  occupied 
by  Mr.  Peter  Wanton,  in  Thames  street,  near  the  Barrack 
office"  advertises-'  tlie  usual  varietv  of  sroods. 

Under  the  head  of  Newport,  in  the  Gazette  of  Jan  80, 
1777,  we  find  the  fullowinix  items. 

"Last  week,  the  drt-yhound  arrived  here  from  New 
York,  with  oO  rel>el  prisoners,  who  were  taken  immediate- 
ly on  boaixl  the  prison-ship,  and  are  to  be  sent  to  Provi- 
denoe."  •'Since  our  last,  the  J/ct/i/i,  sloop  of  war,  arrived 
here  from  New  York,  with  two  ti^nsports  under  her  con- 
voy, in  one  of  which  arrived  a  numi>er  of  Hessians." 
"Yesteixlay  morning  s;\iled  the  Amozotu  on  a  cruise,  and 
the  Cerebus  for  the  Seconnet  passage.'' 

••t>n  Tuesday  last  the  rebels  paraded    in  two  galleys, 
with  an  appearance  to  attack  the  Sphynx,  off  Warwick 
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Point ;  but  they  thought  proper  to  retire  without  effecting 
anything." 

"Two  or  three  persons  have  been  committed  to  the  pro- 
Tost  this  week,  having  gone  without  permission  from  the 
island  to  the  main,  and  returned  again.  Such  culprits 
will  find,  that,  tho'  the  forbearance  of  Britons  is  great,  it 
is  circumscribed."  The  advertisements  in  this  number 
are  interesting.  Mr.  Arnold,  "silversmith  in  Thames 
street,  near  Bell  whaif,"  advertises  a  "neat  tool  chest, 
lately  arrived  from  London,"  and  a  variety  of  other  arti- 
cles. Capt.  D'Avant  and  Capt.  Maltzburg,  **Ma8- 
ters  of  the  ceremonies."  announce  "a  subscription  opened 
for  a  ball,  on  Monday  nights."  John  Barron,  "at  his 
shop,  lately  occupied  by  Nicholas  Tillinghast,  on  Thames 
street,"  and  Messrs.  Hart  and  Co.,  "at  their  shop  former- 
ly occupied  by  Nathaniel  Bird,  next  door  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Bour's,"  each  advevtising  a  variety  of  articles. 

In  the  Gazette  of  Feb.  6,  1777,  is  the  following  order: 
"It  is  hereby  directed  that  all  strangers  coming  into  this 
town  or  neighborhood,  do  immediately  wait  upon  the 
Commandant,  or  his  deputy ;  and  no  inhabitant  is,  for 
the  future,  to  receive  any  person  into  his  house,  without 
immediately  reporting  him  to  the  commandant,  or  Deputy- 
commandant  of  the  town,  on  pain  of  military  execu- 
tion. Signed  Richard  Prescott,  Commandant.  New- 
port^ Jan.  8,  1777."  A  very  interesting  "narrative" 
"of  ensign  Joseph  Moland,  of  the  26th  Regiment  of  foot, 
who  was  detained  a  prisoner  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut 
by  the  rebels,  and  lately  exchanged,"  occupies  four  columns 
of  this  issue.  The  following  notice  of  the  d^ath  of  Dr. 
Hunter,  is  also  found  in  this  issue.  "Last  Friday  night 
departed  from  this  life  Dr.  William  Hunter ;  in  whom 
concentrated  all  those  virtues  which  adorn  the  Patriot, 
form  the  husband  and  compose  the  Parent.  The  town 
has  sustained   a    loss    which    cannot    be    repaired.     His 
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^  y  rvi,c  :  .  til'-*  v.-  -;:;:::  V.  <i!Vr::  ?;:j«lei-  :i;v  ha:iil  and 
:i..4  I  V**  ;  iriv.s  :ii  Ne.v:..::,  th:>  l«.»::i  'liv  of  Feb- 
*  777.  >.^:»f.l  rEKi.'V. —  iJv  i;i>  tx-jt'ltriiLvV  LMmmand 
>  .*i;l;,  >cc:ci;i  y."  T:**^  \k>\\'*\\\\v^  \\r\\\^  are  also 
.:  :  -  :Kt-  i'->UL'  :or  TiiiiiMiity.  Ft-i'.  I-'.  1777:  ••I^ast 
,i.w^  .-.rilvt-d  Ikio  a  luij  wiili  uj-waid.-  uf  Thirty  mas- 
;.-,.>  I*  >Iiii'>  ^^  I»o  liave  uft-n  takv.n  ;ir  liitYtMti'i  linie>  l»v 
A''.e  '.:.'\\  I*i!utf>.  Tiioe  t"rut'iMM»iri>  <ire  titled  out  l»y 
•►V  who  have  made  ihtir  fortunes  fiuni  the  credit  of 
U  iii.^h  merchants,  and  who  have  chosen  this  nielhod 
MN'>t  vjialefully  tt»  repay  them/* 

••We  are  informed  that  the  rebels  have  ordered  every 
!iv»u>eho]der  lo  furnish  a  blanket  ftu*  the  use  of  t  hose  men 
lliev  are  vainly  endeavoring  to  raise." 

Tlie  issue  of  Thui*sday,  April  17,  1777,  has  tlie  following 
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under  the  head  of   Newport:     "The    following    list  was 
brought  by  the  last  flag  from  Providence : 

FOR  THE  SAFETY  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

Hon.  Nicholas  Cook,  Esq.,  Governor. —  Oyster  pickler. 
Hon.  Wm.  Bradford,  Esq.,  Dep.  Gov. 

ASSISTANTS. 

John  Collins,  Esq. — Blacksmith. 

John  Tanner,  Esq. —  Goldsmith. 

Ambrose  Page,  Esq. — Master  of  Ship. 

John  Sayles,  Jr.,  Esq. — Petti foyger. 

Daniel  Cahoon,  Esq. —         ditto. 

James  Arnold,  E8([. —  ditto. 

Josiali  Arnold,  Esq. —  ditto. 

Peter  Phillips.  Escj. —  ditto. 

—  William  Potter,  Esq. —         ditto. 

Pardon  Gray,  Esq. —  ditto. 

Secretary, — Henry  Ward,  Esq. 

Attorney  General. — William  Channing. — Petti-fjijger. 
General  Treasurer. — Joseph  Clarke,  Es(p 


DELEGATES    IN    CONCHIESS. 

Hon.  Stephen  Flopkins,  Esq. — Farmer. 
Hon.  William  EUery,  Esq. — Pettifoyyer. 
Hon.  Henry  Merchant,  Esq. — ditto. 

VERSIFIED   FOR   THE    HELP   OF   THE   MEMORY. 

Believe  me,  goo<l  peuple.  for  your  SHfety  and  ease, 
Tliesn  wiie  men  are  cliose  to  do  just  at  they  please. 
'Tii  judiciously  done;  put  Old  Nick  the  tirst; 
Tho*  th«  rvst  are  full  bad,  he  by  far  is  the  worst: 
William  Bradkoud,  comes  next — how  happy  he'd  been, 
Had  he  minded  his  nosihrum,  nor  Nicholas  e*er  seen. 
John*  Collixs  stands  first  to  advise  and  to  council; 
I  wish  all  tkeir  heads  may  be  thumped  on  his  anvil. 
Not  forgetting  John  Tannku.  tho'  called  an  esquire. 
Who  would  turn  all  to  dross  were  he  tryed  in  the  fire. 
AifBR08K  Page  next  endeavoi-s  to  get  the  command. 


>>  Ainftr^tet*  ^w  "he  Y»**cv*}r*:  'riSt'tte^ 


liin^  lie  .vouici  «ef^^  '.he  ihip  mki^j  '"  uiii. 
Tm  out  »f  my  ^ziea*  ./  jiie''*  nut  iij*)ii  :n  "iis  «aiL 
L  jdrrae  roiiiuir  Sifies  3)  rvmrn  "u  iii«  s^rnmii: 
Juiii  DikJTBL  <JAAno:T  noriiiiu;  tttittisr  laa.  ia. 
B«irli  XB2ft>c^H'.  4ad  Pnrr.r.rp**.  ami  P-ittsh.  aaii  •t-r^T'. 

L  Jiu***  !fn**r  -Ji»  -imff  v*i«i  "Itiffs  ir«»r»  inin'rary: 

Cur  lie  'niiM  -le  i  lImh  irfiti'  t  3«ir.  ram'j  ^^;t^r. 
Wlieu  A  [HI9C  :«  «)  Moi*  •sna^mnefi  v.cii  4  lukCicr. 
Willi Jkw  <.''a.^:f3inFti^,  Em^..  Arriimey  w  La^t. 
WJL  K»rctt  mkf9  a.»  nttcic.  "Jin*  lie  na?  jmt  mc  a  ±L'^. 
Jo:mifh:  Cl^^jucb^  otK:  ji  <>.hiiiien  *»  Mep  Ail  "itif  3iuiuiVy 
Xoc  aWer  nor  inid.  'iti:  iue  lao^r.  •iear  imaev 


•.^t  chiijse  wh*"*  in  -jar  jr^ar  !i:Qw»*n':»2ii  «&&!  «jt. 
Will.  Ellsbt  ^isn^l  in  *4*a  inlrk:  oi  ^e  law. 

Bug  we  jet  :o  zh>i  '.aitz — ai;i  ^icjaj^r  wlL  'attj. 

Th<iij  be5*a  w::u  •:i>i  V^rm.  Aa#{  rii»57^_  «iif  wizA  :'ui  Kjlrrt." 

The  Gazette  for  Jolj  f;4.  1777.  >^:-ci:a:- j»  -Mr.  Wiahiiig- 
touV  answer  to  G-en.  '^Ir  Wd.  H•:'^e':^  Ie:ter.  irL:?«*rte*i  in 
our  Gazette  of  JuIt  7cLi/*  Al^**  letters  tr.ai  LonJoa  and 
Xew    York.     Urulr?    :r.-r    lirrai-  ::   Xcwp4:rt   we  iin<i  tte 

*'On  MoiiJiiv  :A.-t.  irriTr-i  :.e:^  :!•?  .>ri-.  5:0»'p  o:  wat* 
havinij  on  b'\i:i  hii-  ex-nrll-rL.  :v  Mj.;»>r  Gei^eral  P::Co:-  At 
12  o'olook  His  Exi-ellcLcv  I.t:.«i-rd  .;l»  Ti.  tL~-r  Loti^  Wharf, 
where  he  was  receive*!  rtv  trie  triii^ital  '.^^ers  of  the 
ttrniv  and  navv.  A  detii-hraeat  of  He^^iAr.  tr\>3ps  aecom- 
panied  hv  a  band  of  miisii:  e>»:-ortc^i  H;>  ExocIlrRcy  to  the 
hoa5>e  prepaifd  forhis  reception.*"  CL:i>ti  pher  Champiiiu 
next  door  l>elow  the  printing  office-  adve:ti^e^  for  sale  **a 
luindsome  horse  and  chai>e.  likewise  a  likely  Re^rro  boy 
about  14  or  1.^  veai-s  of  aee."  Smith  ji.d  Rol»ertson  at 
their  shop  next  door  to  Wm.  Almy's:  John  M'Kinnon,  "at 
the  house  where  Mr.  Edward  Thurston  lived  in  the  Main 
street  :  *'Mi"s.  Bell  at  her  store  on  Thames  street ;  Charles 
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Dunbar  at  Caleb  Earless  in  Broad  street ;  Myer  Pollock  ; 
Isaac  Hart  *^at  his  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  Parade 
and  at  his  house  on  the  point ;"  John  Halliburton  "agent 
to  the  sick  and  hurt ;  ^^James  Campbell  and  Simon  Pease 
«acH  advertise  in  this  number. 

The  number  issued  Jan.  15,  1777,  contains  General 
Pigot's  order  dividing  the  town  of  Newport  into  five  dis- 
tricts and  appointing  a  ''nightly  watch."  The  same 
number  publishes  the  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
port, signed  by  Joseph  Wanton,  Jr.,  John  Maudsley, 
Stephen  Ayrault,  Augustus  Johnston,  James  Keith,  Wal- 
ter Chaloner,  William  Wanton  and  Francis  Malbone, 
dated  Jan.  12,  1777,  to  Lord  Howe.  Also  an  address 
signed  by  the  same  gentlemen  to  Sir  Peter  Parker.  The 
advertisements  in  this  number  are  interesting,  as  new 
names  and  locations  are  mentioned.  William  Wanton 
advertises  the  sloops  Three  Friends  and  the  Prvdence  for 
sale.  Robert  Templeton,  watch  maker  from  Glasgow,  in- 
forms the  public  *'that  he  has  opened  shop  in  Thames 
street  opposite  to  Gov.  Wanton ;"  Burk  and  Lawton, 
^'next  door  to  Gov.  Wanton's;"  William  Johnson  Rysam, 
^'in  the  Main  street,  opposite  Mr.  Gideon  Sisson's ;"  Mrs. 
Coddington  "in  the  Main  street ;"  Mrs.  Almy  *'next  door 
to  the  Market  House  ;"  Anthony  Lechmere  "at  his  store 
on  Spring  street,  near  Trinity  Church,"  and  Samuel 
Goldsbury  "at  his  store  opposite  the  Main  guard." 

The  above  abstracts  are  but  few  compared  to  what 
might  be  gleaned  from  these  British  papers.  Each  issue 
contains  "extracts  from  Rebel  papers,"  which  are  duly 
criticised  by  the  editor.  The  papera  are  in  good  condi- 
tion and  should  be  carefully  preserved. 

Chapman. 


FINKKAL    CKRKMONIES     FOR    KING    GEORGE 

TIIK  SIXOND,  AT  NEWPORT,  R.  I., 

JANUARY  111,  1761. 


MAIIK  tollowiiiij  account  of  the  funeral  ceremonies  for 
I*  Kinj;  (Jeonje  St»cond,at  Newport.R.I.,  and  the  proclaim- 
ing of  l»oori;o  the  Third.  King  of  Great  Britain,  &c.,  i» 
tttk«»ti  IVoin  the  Xrtcport  Mercury  of  January  20,  1761 : 

**Yo^t^vda^^  l>v  onler  of  authority.  His  Most  Sacred 
MajoHiy  Goor^r  the  Third  was  proclaimed  King  of  Great 
Kiituin.  Ac,  amidst  the  joyful  acclamation  of  several 
Ihousiinds  of  his  most  loyal  subjects  of  the  colony  of 
Ithodo  Nhiud. 

To  oxprr^srt  just  and  hecoming  concern  at  the  death  of 
\\w  l»»'**l  of  kings.  Mis  late  illustrious  ilajesty  George  the 
SiM'ond,  of  hlt'sseil,  gK>rious  memory,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
moiniuir  tho  four  companies  of  militia,  and  troop  of  horse, 
ln'loniMiHt  to  the  town  of  Newport,  met  at  the  Court  House, 
fiom  wheni'o  thev  marched,  military  mournincr,  to  the 
hoUMn  i»f  Pi.  Edward  EUis,  at  the  lower  end  of  Thames 
•ImmH,  whert*  were  assembled  the  magistrate  and  principal 
(•PhtltMiuMi  of  the  town.  Half  after  ten,  minute  guns  be- 
|iiiii  and  »M»ntinueil  tiring  from  Fort  George,  and  between 
i»b»\eti  juhI  twelve,  the  procession  began  in  the  following 
mdiM  ' 

|''oui  Henrcanls  with  their  halbeards  with  black 

and  revei'sed. 
IMvuin  men,  four  abreast,  with  arms  revei'sed. 
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Four  dniminers,  with  their  drums  covered  with 

bhick. 
Four  ensigns,  with  their  coloui-s  wrapped  in  black. 

Four  lieutenants. 
Four  captains,  with  all  their  pikes  covered  with 

black  and   reversed. 

Field  officers. 

The  High  Sheriff  of  the  Colony  as  herald-at-arnis. 

Following  the  above,  marched  (between  two  files  of  the 

troop  of   horse,)   His  Honor  the   Deputy   Governor  and 

tlie    other    civil    officers,  and  a  considerable  number   of 

merchants  and  gentlemen,  many  of  them  in  close  mouru- 

ing,  who  closed  the    procession  ;    and  then  by   the  time 

they  arrived  at  the    Court    House,    the   minute   guns,  in 

number    seventy-four,    ceased    firing ;    immediately    upon 

which,  the  High  Sheriff  pronounced  with  an  audible  voice 

from  the  Court  House,  the  following  proclamation,  viz.: 

'Whereas  it  hath  pleasd  A  mighty  God  to  call  to  his 
mercy,  our  late  Soverign  I^ord,  King  George  the  H,  of 
blessed  and  glorious  memorv  ;  bv  whose  decree  the  im- 
perial  crown  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  also 
the  supreme  dominion  ar*d  sovereign  right  of  the  colony 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  New 
England,  and  all  his  late  Majesty's  dominion  in  America, 
are  solely  and  rightfully  come  to  the  high  and  mighty 
Prince  George,  Prince  of  Wales;  we  therefore,  the  (Jov- 
ernor  and  Company,  associated  with  numbers  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  this  colony  do  now,  hereby,  with  one 
full  voice  and  consent  of  tongue  and  heart,  publish  and 
proclaim  that  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince  George,  Prhice 
of  Wales,  now  by  the  death  of  our  late  sovereign,  of  hap- 
py and  glorious  memony,  become  our  only  lawful  and 
rightful  sovereign,  liege  lord  George  the  Third,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  supreme  lord   of  the  said   colony 
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of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  and  all  other 
his  late  majesty's  territories  and  dominions  in  America, 
to  whom  we  do  acknowledge  all  faith  and  consent  obedi- 
ence with  all  hearty  and  humble  affection  ;  lK*hieeching 
God,  by  wh«m  kings  and  queens  do  reign,  to  bless  the 
royal  King  George  the  Third  with  long  and  happy  years 
to  reign  over  us.  God  save  the  King.'  Upon  finishing 
which,  three  huzzas  were  given,  the  ensigns  displayed, 
three  volleys  fired  from  the  militia ;  and  the  royal  military 
officers  with  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  repaired  to  the 
council  chamber,when  the  ceremonv  concluded  with  drink- 
ing  the  King's  and  all  the  royal  healths.  The  whole  was 
conducted  with  a  decorum  becoming  the  great  and  solemn 
occasion." 


AKSTRACT  FROM  R.  I.  COLONIAL  RECORDS. 


'*Whereas,  the  body  of  a  negro  which  was  a  late  slave 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Mumford,  of  Kingstown,  and  (who  had) 
committed  the  horrid  and  barbarous  murder  upon  the  wife 
of  the  said  Mumford,  about  two  weeks  since,  as  is  Justly 
concluded,  was  found  upon  the  shore  of  Little  Compton, 
in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Ba}',  which  said  negro, 
it  is  beleived  and  judged^  atter  he  had  committed  said 
murder,  then  threw  himself  into  the  sea,  and  drowned 
himself,  by  reason  he  would  not  be  taken  alive  ;  and  the 
said  negro's  body  being  brought  into  the  harbor  of  New- 
port, it  is  ordered  by  this  Assembly,  that  his  head,  legs, 
and  arms,  by  cut  from  his  body,  and  hung  up  in  some 
public  place,  near  the  town,  to  public  view,  and  his  body 
to  be  burnt  to  ashes,  that  it  may,  if  [it]  please  God,  be 
something  a  terror  to  others  from  perpetrating  of  the  like 
barbarity  for  the  future.    [May  28, 1707. 


AN  INDIAN  BRANDED   IN  1727. 


>HE  following  order  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of 
Rhode  Island,  held  in  Newport,  June  13, 1727,  tells  its 
own  story : 

''Whereas  it  has  been  made  to  appear  to  this  assembly 
that  a  certain  Indian  lad  named  Peter,  belonging  to  Jacob 
Mott,  Jr.,  of  Portsmouth,  did  sometime  past,  maliciously 
endeavor  to  murder  his  said  master,  by  discharging  at 
him  a  gun,  loaded  with  a  bullet  and  sundry  shot,  shooting 
him  through  the  hat,  so  that  it  was  an  extraordinary  act 
of  Providence  said  Mott  was  not  killed ;  which  thing, 
inasmuch  as  there  was  only  an  intent  of  mischief,  and 
none  really  done  and  acted,  falls  not  under  the  law,  so 
that  the  said  Indian  may  have  afflicted  on  him  the  punish- 
ment equalizing  the  malignity  of  his  ^crime,  and  this  as- 
sembly having  cause  to  think  said  Indian  may  have  some 
accomplices,  and  that  it  may  be  of  bad  consequences  ever 
to  set  him  at  large  in  this  goverment  again.  For  the  pre- 
venting of  future  danger,  and  for  the  terror  of  evil  doers 
hereafter,  do  order,  enact,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered  and 
enacted  by  this  assembly,  and  by  the  authority  thereof, 
that  the  said  Indian,  named  Peter,  shall  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  this  instant  June,  be  branded  on  the  fore- 
head with  the  letter  R  with  a  hot  iron,  and  be  publicly 
whipped  at  a  cart's  tail  throughout  all  the  most  public 
corners  and  places  of  the  town  of  Newport,  as  the  justi- 
ces of  said  town  shall  think   fit  to  direct,  not  exceeding 


108  Abstracts  from  the  Newport  Gazette, 

worthy  consort  is  deprived  of  tlie  most  engaging  of  hus- 
bands and  the  children  the  best,  the  fondest  of  parents. 
The  patience  witli  which  he  bore  the  many  unprovoked  in- 
sults of  his  countrymen,  in  full  confidence  that  relief  would 
soon  arrive,  deserves  every  encomium  ;  and  perliaps  the 
goodness  of  his  disposition  is  not,  in  any  instance,  more 
consi)icuous,  than  in  forbearing  to  retaliate  tlie  injufies  of 
man}',  whom  the  restoration  of  the  authorit}'  of  Iiis  sover- 
eign, had  placed  in  his  power." 

While  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  was  legalizing  in- 
oculation for  the  Small  Pox,  the  Hiilish  on  the  island,  for- 
bade it,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  order  found  in 
the  issue  of  the  Gazette  for  Thursday,  Feb.  lo,  1777:  ''It 
is  hereby  (udered,  that  no  j>erson  within  this  island  do 
presume  to  inoculate  ft»r  the  Small  pox.  It  is  further  or- 
dered, that  if  the  small  pox  should  Im'ak  out  in  the  nat- 
ural way,  in  any  family,  noticti  shall  be  immediately  eien 
to  me.  or  Brii^adier  GeiuMitl  Smith,  commanding  his  maj- 
esty's Fiuces  in  the  country.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
seal,  at  Head  Quarters  in  Newport,  this  lOtli  day  of  Feb- 
ruar\,  1777.  Sij^ned  Pekcv. —  By  his  excellency's  command 
John  Smith,  secretaiy."  The  following  items  are  also 
found  in  the  issue  lor  Thursday.  Feb.  lo,  1777:  '*Last 
Monday  arrived  here  a  bri;;  with  upwards  of  Tliirtv  mas- 
ters  of  shi[)s  who  have  been  taken  at  different  tinies  by 
American  Pirates.  These  freebooters  are  fitted  out  bv 
men  who  have  made  their  fortunes  from  the  credit  of 
British  merchants,  and  who  have  chosen  this  method 
n)ost  gratefully  to  repay  them." 

*'\Ve  are  ini'ormed  that  the  rebels  have  ordered  every 
householder  to  furnish  a  blanket  for  the  use  of  those  men 
they  are  vainlv  endeavorinnr  to  raise." 

The  issue  of  Thursday,  April  17, 1777,  has  the  following 
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under  the  head  of   Newport:     "The    following    list  was 
brought  by  the  last  flag  from  Providence : 

FOR  THE  SAFETY  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

Hon.  Nicholas  Cook,  Esq.,  Governor. —  Oyster  pickler. 
Hon.  Wm.  Bradford,  Esq.,  Dep.  Gov. 

ASSISTANTS. 

John  Collins,  Esq. — Blacksmith. 

John  Tanner,  Esq. —  Goldsmith. 

Ambrose  Page,  Esq. — Master  of  Ship. 

John  Sayles,  Jr.,  Esq. — Pettifogger. 

Daniel  Cahoon,  Esq. —         ditto. 

James  Arnold,  Esq. —  ditto. 

Josiali  Arnold,  Esq. —  ditto. 

I'eter  Phillips.  Esq. —  ditto. 

-^  William  Potter,  Esq. —         ditto. 

Pardon  Gray,  Esq. —  ditto. 

Secretary. — Henry  Ward,  Esq. 

Attorney  General. — William  Clmnning. — Pettifogger. 
General  Treasurer. — Jo:5epli  Clarke,  Escj. 


DELEGATES    IN    CONG K ESS. 

Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq. — Farmer. 
Hon.  William  Ellery,  Esq. — Pettifogger. 
Hon.  Henry  Merchant,  Esq. — ditto. 

VERSIFIED   FOR   THE    HELP   OF   THE   MEMORY. 

Berieve  me,  good  people,  for  your  safety  and  east;, 
Thes«  wi«f  men  are  cliose  to  do  just  a«  lliey  please. 
'Tit  jiidicioutly  dotie;  pui  Old  Nick  tlie  first; 
Tho*  tilt  rest  are  full  bad,  he  by  far  is  the  worst: 
William  Bbadfoiid,  comes  next — how  happy  he'd  been, 
Had  ht  minded  his  nosthrum,  nor  Nicholas  e'er  seen. 
John  Collixs  stands  first  to  advist  and  to  counril; 
I  wish  all  tkeir  heads  may  be  thuraped  on  his  anvil. 
Not  forgetting  John  Tanner,  tho'  called  an  esquirt, 
Wlio  would  turn  all  to  dross  were  he  trved  in  the  fire. 
AiiBR08K  Page  next  endeavors  to  get  the  command. 
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Pretending  he  would  steer  the  ship  safely  to  land; 

I'm  out  of  my  guess  if  she's  not  soon  in  the  sand. 

I  advise  Johnny  Sayles  to  return  to  his  plomgh; 

And  Daniel  Cahoon  nothing  better  can  do. 

Both  Arnolds,  and  Phillips,  and  Potter,  and  Gray, 

Would  most  wisely  conduct  to  proceed  the  same  way. 

I  once  knew  the  time  when  titles  were  honorary; 

'Twas  pleasant  to  hear,  Henry  Ward,  Secretary. 

But  he  must  be  a  fool  who'd  not  wisely  faulter. 

When  a  post  is  so  close  conjoined  with  a  halter. 

William  Channing,  Esg.,  Attorney  at  Law, 

Will  scarce  sa^e  his  neck,  tho'  he  may  And  out  a  flaw. 

Joseph  Clarke,  last  is  chosen  to  keep  all  the  money. 

Not  silrer  nor  gold,  but  fine  paper,  dear  honey. 

DELEGATES   IN   CONGRESS. 
i>TBPHEN  Hopkins  we're  told  makes  the  first  that's  thought  fit, 
Of  those  who  in  our  great  conyeniion  shall  sit. 
Will.  Ellrry  versed  in  each  quirk  of  the  law, 
Is  the  next  that  starts  up  our  attention  to  draw. 
But  we  get  to  the  last — no  longer  will  tarry, 
They  began  with  old  Nice,  and  they'll  end  with  old  Harry." 


The  Gazette  for  July  24,  1777,  contains  '"Mr.  Washing- 
ton's answer  to  Gen.  Sir  Wni.  Howe's  letter,  inserted  in 
our  Gazette  of  July  7th."  Also  letters  from  London  and 
New  York.  Under  the  heads  of  Newport  we  find  the 
following : 

'*0n  Monday  last,  arrived  here  the  Swan.,  sloop  of  war, 
having  on  board  his  excellency  Major  General  Pigot.  At 
12  o'clock  His  Excellency  landed  upon  the  Long  Wharf, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  i:)rincipal  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy.  A  detachment  of  Hessian  troops  accom- 
panied by  a  band  of  music  escorted  His  Excellency  to  the 
house  prepared  for  his  reception."  Christopher  Champlin, 
next  door  below  the  printing  office,  advertises  for  sale  "a 
handsome  horse  and  chaise,  likewise  a  likely  negro  boy 
about  14  or  15  years  of  age."  Smith  and  Robertson  at 
their  shop  next  door  to  Wm.  Almy's;  John  M'Kinnon,  "at 
the  house  where  Mr.  Edward  Thurston  lived  in  the  Main 
street ;  *'Mrs.  Bell  at  her  store  on  Thames  street ;  Charles 
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Dunbar  at  Caleb  Earle's  in  Broad  street ;  Myer  Pollock  ; 
Isaac  Hart  *^at  his  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  Parade 
and  at  his  house  on  the  point;"  John  Halliburton  ^^agent 
to  the  sick  and  hurt ;  "James  Campbell  and  Simon  Pease 
•eacH  advertise  in  this  number. 

The  number  issued  Jan.  15,  1777,  contains  General 
Pigot's  order  dividing  the  town  of  Newport  into  five  dis- 
tricts and  appointing  a  ''nightly  watch."  The  same 
number  publishes  the  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
port, signed  by  Joseph  Wanton,  Jr.,  John  Maudsley, 
Stephen  Ayrault,  Augustus  Johnston,  James  Keith,  Wal- 
ter Chaloner,  William  Wanton  and  Francis  Malbone, 
dated  Jan.  12,  1777,  to  Lord  Howe.  Also  an  address 
signed  by  the  same  gentlemen  to  Sir  Peter  Parker.  The 
advertisements  in  this  number  are  interesting,  as  new 
names  and  locations  are  mentioned.  William  Wanton 
advertises  the  sloops  Three  Friends  and  the  Prvdence  for 
sale.  Robert  Templeton,  watch  maker  from  Glasgow,  in- 
forms the  public  *'that  he  has  opened  shop  in  Thames 
street  opposite  to  Gov.  Wanton ;"  Burk  and  Lawton, 
"next  door  to  Gov.  Wanton's;"  William  Johnson  Rysam, 
"in  the  Main  street,  opposite  Mr.  Gideon  Sisson's  ;"  Mrs. 
Coddington  "in  the  Main  street ;"  Mrs.  Almy  "next  door 
to  the  Market  House  ;"  Anthony  Lechmere  "at  his  store 
on  Spring  street,  near  Trinity  Church,"  and  Samuel 
Goldsbury  "at  his  store  opposite  the  Main  guard." 

The  above  abstracts  are  but  few  compared  to  what 
might  be  gleaned  from  these  British  papers.  Each  issue 
contains  "extracts  from  Rebel  papers,"  which  are  duly 
x^riticised  by  the  editor.  The  papers  are  in  good  condi- 
tion and  should  be  carefully  preserved. 

Chapman. 


FUNERAL    CEREMONIES     FOR    KING    GEORGE 

THE  SECOND,  AT  NEWPORT,  R.  I., 

JANUARY  19,  1761. 


fHE  following  account  of  the  funeral  ceremonies  for 
King  George  Secon(],at  NewportR.T.,  and  the  proclaim- 
ing of  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain,  Ac,  i» 
taken  from  the  Newport  Mercury  of  January  20,  1761  : 

'^Yesterda}',  by  order  of  authority,  His  Most  Sacred 
Majesty  George  the  Third  was  proclaimed  King  of  Great 
Britain,  &c.,  amidst  the  joyful  acclamation  of  several 
thousands  of  his  most  loyal  subjects  of  the  colony  of 
Rhode  Island. 

To  express  a  just  and  becoming  concern  at  the  death  of 
the  best  of  kings.  His  late  illustrious  Majesty  George  the 
Second,  of  blessed,  glorious  memory,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  four  companies  of  militia,  and  troop  of  horse, 
belonging  to  the  town  of  Newport,  met  at  the  Court  House, 
from  whence  they  marched,  military  mourning,  to  the 
house  of  Dr.  Edward  Ellis,  at  the  lower  end  of  Thames 
street,  where  were  assembled  the  magistrate  and  principal 
gentlemen  of  the  town.  Half  after  ten,  minute  guns  be- 
gan and  continued  firing  from  Fort  George,  and  between 
eleven  and  twelve,  the  procession  began  in  the  following 
order : 

Four  ser^reants  with  their  halbeards  with  black 

and  reversed. 
Private  men,  four  abreast,  with  arms  reversed. 
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Four  driimniers,  with  tlieir  ilrums  covered  with 

bhick. 
Four  ensigns,  wilh  their  colonics  wrapped  in  black. 

Four  lieutenants. 
Four  captains,  with  all  their  pikes  covered  with 

black  and   reversed. 

Field  officers. 

The  High  Sheriff  of  the  Colony  as  herald-at-arms. 

Following  the  above,  marched  (between  two  files  of  the 

troop  of   horse,)    His  Honor  the    Deputy   Governor  and 

the    other    civil    officers,  and  a  considerable  number   of 

merchants  and  gentlemen,  many  of  them  in  close  mouru- 

ing,  who  closed  the    procession  ;    and  then  by   the  time 

they  arrived  at  the    Court    House,    the   minute   guns,  in 

number    seventy-four,    ceased    firing ;    immediately    upon 

which,  the  High  Sheriff  pronounced  with  an  audible  voice 

from  the  Court  House,  the  following  proclamation,  viz.: 

'Whereas  it  hath  pleasd  A  mighty  God  to  call  to  his 
merc3%  our  late  Soverign  Lord,  King  George  the  II,  of 
blessed  and  glorious  memory  ;  by  whose  decree  the  im- 
perial  crown  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  also 
the  supreme  dominion  and  sovereign  right  of  the  colony 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  New 
England,  and  all  his  late  Majesty's  dominion  in  America, 
are  solely  and  rightfully  come  to  the  high  and  mighty 
Prince  George,  Prince  of  Wales;  we  therefore,  the  (xov- 
ernor  and  Company,  associated  with  numbers  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  this  colony  do  now,  hereby,  with  one 
full  voice  and  consent  of  tongue  and  heart,  publish  and 
proclaim  that  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince  George,  Prhice 
of  Wales,  now  by  the  death  of  our  late  sovereign,  of  hap- 
py and  glorious  memony,  become  our  only  lawful  and 
rightful  sovereign,  liege  lord  George  the  Third,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  supreme  lord   of  the  said   colony 
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of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  and  all  other 
his  late  majesty's  territories  and  dominions  in  America, 
to  whom  we  do  acknowledge  all  faith  and  consent  obedi- 
ence with  all  hearty  and  humble  affection  ;  lK*si:eching 
God,  by  wh«m  kings  and  queens  do  reign,  to  bless  the 
royal  King  George  the  Third  with  long  and  happy  years 
to  reign  over  us.  God  save  the  King.'  Upon  finishing 
which,  three  huzzas  were  given,  the  ensigns  displayed, 
three  volleys  fired  from  the  militia ;  and  the  royal  military 
officers  with  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  repaired  to  the 
council  chamber, when  the  ceremony  concluded  with  drink- 
ing the  King's  and  all  the  royal  healths.  The  whole  was 
conducted  with  a  decorum  becoming  the  great  and  solemn 
occasion." 


ABSTRACT  FROM  R.  I.  COLONIAL  RECORDS. 


"Whereas,  the  body  of  a  negro  which  was  a  late  slave 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Mumford,  of  Kingstown,  and  (who  had) 
committed  the  horrid  and  barbarous  murder  upon  the  wife 
of  the  said  Mumford,  about  two  weeks  since,  as  is  Justly 
concluded,  was  found  upon  the  shore  of  Little  Compton, 
in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  which  said  negro, 
it  is  beleived  and  judged»  atter  he  had  committed  said 
murder,  then  threw  himself  into  the  sea,  and  drowned 
himself,  by  reason  he  would  not  be  taken  alive ;  and  the 
said  negro's  body  being  brought  into  the  harbor  of  New- 
port, f^  i«  ordered  by  this  Assembly,  that  his  head,  legs, 
and  arms,  by  cut  from  his  body,  and  hung  up  in  some 
public  place,  near  the  town,  to  public  view,  and  his  body 
to  be  burnt  to  ashes,  that  it  may,  if  [it]  please  God,  be 
something  a  terror  to  others  from  perpetrating  of  the  like 
barbarity  for  the  future.    [May  28, 1707. 


AN  INDIAN  BRANDED   IN  1727. 


|HE  following  order  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of 
Rhode  Island,  held  in  Newport,  June  13, 1727,  tells  its 
own  story : 

"Whereas  it  has  been  made  to  appear  to  this  assembly 
that  a  certain  Indian  lad  named  Peter,  belonging  to  Jacob 
Mott,  Jr.,  of  Portsmouth,  did  sometime  past,  maliciously 
endeavor  to  murder  his  said  master,  by  discharging  at 
him  a  gun,  loaded  with  a  bullet  and  sundry  shot,  shooting 
him  through  the  hat,  so  that  it  was  an  extraordinary  act 
of  Providence  said  Mott  was  not  killed :  which  thing, 
inasmuch  as  there  was  only  an  intent  of  mischief,  and 
none  really  done  and  acted,  falls  not  under  the  law,  so 
that  the  said  Indian  may  have  afflicted  on  him  the  punish- 
ment equalizing  the  malignity  of  his  ^crime,  and  this  as- 
sembly having  cause  to  think  said  Indian  may  have  some 
accomplices,  and  that  it  may  be  of  bad  consequences  ever 
to  set  him  at  large  in  this  goverment  again.  For  the  pre- 
venting of  future  danger,  and  for  the  terror  of  evil  doers 
hereafter,  do  order,  enact,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered  and 
enacted  by  this  assembly,  and  by  the  authority  thereof, 
that  the  said  Indian,  named  Peter,  shall  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  this  instant  June,  be  branded  on  the  fore- 
head with  the  letter  R  with  a  hot  iron,  and  be  publicly 
whipped  at  a  cart's  tail  throughout  all  the  most  public 
corners  and  places  of  the  town  of  Newport,  as  the  justi- 
ces of  said  town  shall  think   fit  to  direct,  not  exceeding 
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ten  lashes  in  one  place;  and  that  the  s>!ud  Jacob  Mott 
shall,  and  hereby  hath  full  power  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
said  Indian,  named  Peter,  s  »  that  he  may  be  banished  into 
some  foreign  part,  never  to  have  liberty  of  returning  into 
this  government  again  ;  which  sale  shall  run  for  the  time 
he  hath  in  said  Indian,  and  for  so  much  longer  as  will 
pay  the  charges  incident  to  the  aforesaid  fact  which  the 
said  Jacob  Mott  shall  be  answerable  for;  any  hiw  usage 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  hereof,  notwithstanding." 


The  amount  of  molasses  imported  into  Newport,  for  the 
quarter  endinc^  Oct.  30,  1769,  was  three  thousand  hogs- 
heads. The  names  of  the  vessels  wliich  brought  the  same, 
were  as  ft)llows : 

VKSSKr^S  NAME.      MASTER.  OWNKrwS. 

Sally.  Simon  Smith.  

Ranger.         Jeremiah  Cranston.     Jos.  &  Wm.  Wanton. 
Recovery.     James  Rathbone.  Peleg  Thurston,  &  Son. 

Aaron  Lopez. 
Silas  Cook. 
Myer  Pollock. 

Chritoi)lier  Champlin. 

Joun  Collins. 

Myer  Pollock. 

Henry  Bowers. 

John  Flwtcher. 

Wm.  Vernon. 

Wm.  Reed. 

E.  &  F.  Malbi)ne. 

George  Gibbs. 
Charles  Wickham. 


Industrv. 

* 

John  Peters. 

Betsv. 

John  Stanton. 

Hope. 

Phineas  Gilbert. 

Adventure. 

William  Ladd. 

Diamond. 

Jerome   Place. 

Nancy. 

Joseph  Littlefield. 

Pinuoch. 

Sabinus  Palmer. 

Abigail. 

(Jeorge  Roland. 

Dolphin. 

James  Thomas. 

Speedwell. 

John  Briggs. 

Polly. 

Joshua  Bliven. 

Pollv. 

Giles  Stanton. 

Dolphin. 

Henry  Weeden. 

RHODE  ISLAND  TOWN  RECORDS. 


E  propose  to  give  our  readers    abstracts    from  the 
Land   Evidence    and    Probate    Court    Records   o^ 
Newport,  Middletown  and  Portsmouth,  and,  if  arrange" 
ments    can  le  made,  to  add  the  records  of  Little  Compton, 
Tiverton  and  Jamestown.     Tlie  records  of  Newport  be- 
gin   Dec.  18.  17^0,  all  jaevious  records  having  been  ren- ^ 
dered    worthless   by   salt  water  during    the    revolution. 
When   the  British  evacuated  Newport  in  1799,  the  tory 
sheriff  (in  whose  custody  the  records  of  Newport  were) 
accompanied  them,  taking  with  him  the  Town  Records. 
The  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  sunk  in  going  through  Hell 
gate,  the  records  going  down  with  her.     After  same  little 
time  the  vessel  was  raised  and  taken  to  New  York  where 
the    re  colds  were  carelesslv  stored.     In   17ft2  the  Town 
Council  of  Newport,  through  the  General  Assembly  and 
Gen.  Washington,  made  application  to  Gen.  Carlton,  then 
in  command  of  New  York,  for  the  return  of  the  records. 
In  December  1782,  they  were  returned  under  a  flag  of 
truce,  with  a  polite  note  from  Gen.  Carlton,  expressing 
his  sorrow  for  the  damage  they  had  sustained  by  the  sink- 
ing of  the  Transport.     The  records  were  in  such  a  dilapi- 
tated  condition  that  there  was  not  enegy  enough  in  our 
people  to  attempt  this  restoration  by  recopying.     It  was 
not  until  Dec.  1857,  that  the  authorities  deemed  it  an  ob- 
ject to  make  a  thorough  recop}'  of  all  that  could  be  siived 
from  the  records  of  the  Town  meetings,  by  which  nearly 
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one  half  has  been  rescued,  and  that  only  in  part,  as  por- 
tions of  almost  eveiy  line,  and  every  page,  are  imperfect. 
The  Land  Evidence  and  probate  matter,  consisting  of  over 
thirty  large  volumns,  were  so  completely  water-soaked, 
and  rotten,  that  when  opened,  they  crumbled  to  pieces. 
They  are  all  still  preserved  in  the  city  clerks  office  in 
this  shape.  In  June  1785  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island  passed  the  following  act : 

'•Whereas,  the  books  of  reconls  of  the  (late  Town  now)  city  of  Xew- 
port|  in  which  were  recorded  the  deeds  and  conveyances  of  real  estate 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  city,  were  during  the  war  greatly  defaced 
80  as  to  be  in  a  great  measure  illegible;  and  whereas,  many  of  the  said 
deeds  have  been  since  recorded,  and  the  giving  force  and  efficacy  to  the 
same  and  the  recording  of  others  will  be  of  public  retility  and  have  a 
tendency  to  prevent  many  suits  and  contentions  in  the  law: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the  autlior- 
ity  thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  the  possessors  of  all  deeds,  instruments, 
and  conveyances  whatsoever,  which  have  been  heretofore  recorded  in 
the  said  bo«)ks,and  have  been  since  defaced  as  aforsaid,be  empowered  to 
have  the  same  recorded  in  the  present  book  for  recording  of  deeds  belong- 
ing to  the  said  city  of  Newport;  and  that  the  record  thereof  so  made,  as 
also  of  such  deeds  as  have  been  already  recorded  in  the  said  book,  shall 
be  as  good  and  valid  in  law  as  the  original  records  thereof,  if  the  same 
had  not  been  defaced.** 

NEWPORT. 


LAND    EVIDENCE. 

1. — Lawton  to  Marshall. — Jeremiah  Lawton,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  (coidwainer,)  and  Mary,  his  wife,  "in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fortv-three 
Spanish  silver  milled  dollars  and  one  quarter  of  a  dollar," 
convey  to  Benjamin  Marshall,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  '*a  cer- 
tain messuage  or  dwelling  house  and  lott  of  land,  situate 
lying  and  being  in  Newport,  containing  in  length  about 
seventy-five  feet,  and  in  width  about  thirty-two  feet, 
bounded  Easterly  on  the  common ;  Southesly  and  Wester* 
ly  on  land  now  belonging  to  Jonathan  Jeffers,  glazier ; 
a-nd  Northerly  on  a  Back  street  yt  leads  out  of  town.'* 


Rhode  Island  Town  Records,  119 

Signed  by  Jeremiah  Law  ton  and  Mary  Lawton,  April  5, 
1780.  Witnesses — William  Read  and  Elisha  Allen.  Re- 
corded Newport^  R.  /,  Dec.  13^  17S0,  book  1.  page  1. 

2. — Malbone  to  Malbone. — Evan  Malbone,  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  formerly  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  consideration 
of  one  thousand  Spanish  milled  dollars,  conveys  to  Evan 
Malbone,  Jr.,  late  of  Newport,  now  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
a  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  with  a  dwell- 
ing house  thereon,  standing  as  followeth,  viz.:  containing 
sixty-eight  feet  in  front,  from  north  to  south,  and  ninety 
feet  in  depth  from  east  to  west,  bounded  Hast  upon  land 
belonging  to  George  Goulding  ;  South  upon  land  formerly 
belonging  to  Thomas  Richardson ;  West  upon  Thames 
8ti*eet ;  and  North  upon  a  street,  it  being  ye  same  land  I 
bought  of  Joseph  Scott  and  Elibabeth  Scott,  as  by  their 
deed  dated  ye  sixteenth  day  of  June,  1742."  Signed  by 
Evan  Malbone*  November  27,  1780.  Witnessed  by  Dud- 
ley Woodbridge  and  Gard.  Carpenter.  Recorded  New- 
port^ December  14^  17S0^  book  i,  pp.  i,  2. 

3. —  Malbone  to  Malbone. — Evan  Malbone  late  of 
Newport,  R.  I.,  now  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  in  consideration 
of  eight  hundred  Spanish  milled  dollars,  conveys  to  Evan 
Malbone,  Jr.,  late  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  but  now  of  Norwich, 
Conn.,  ''a  certain  tract  of  land  consisting  of  eight  acres 
and  sixteen  rods,  situate  in  ye  town  of  Newport,  butted 
and  bounded  as  follows,  viz:  Northerly  on  land  partly  on 
John  Wanton  and  partly  on  a  highway  ;  Easterly  on  a 
highway  ;  Southerly  on  land  late  of  Othniel  Tripp  (dec'd), 
in  posttession  of  Sam  Greene ;  and  Westerly,  partly  on 
Iftud  which  belonged  to  John  Wanton  and  partly  on  land 
which  did  belong  to  Peter  Cogge^hall,  deceased,  it  being 
the  same  tract  of  land  which  I  purchased  of  Ozias  Pitkin 
and  Godsift  Pitkin,  as  by  their  deed  bearing  date  the 
tenth  day  of  Nov.  1769."     Signed  by  Evan  Malbone,  Nov. 
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27,  1780.  Witnesses— Dudley    Woodlmdge  and    Gard. 

Carpenter.  Recorded  Newport^  R.  /.,  Dec.  15^  1780^  hook 
Ip.^ 


A/* 


4.—  Malwone  to  Malbone. — Evan  Malbone  of  Nor- 
wich, Conu.^  in  consideration  of  two  hundred  Spanish 
milled  dollai's,  "'conveys  to  Evan  Malbone,  Jr.,  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  one  certain  lot  of  land  in  Newport,  R.  I., 
bounded  as  follows:  Northerly^  one  hundred  and  sixty 
feet  on  a  twenty-four  feet  highway;  EaBterly^  one  hun- 
dred feet  on  land  of  James  Honeyman,  Esq. ;  Southerly^ 
twenty-two  feet  on  land  of  Mary  Wickham,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  feet  on  land  of  the  said  [James] 
Honey  man  ;  Westerly^  thirty-two  feet  on  land  of  James 
Collins,  and  sixty-eight  feet  on  land  of  the  grantor,  it  be- 
ing the  same  land  I  bought  of  Mary  Wickham."  Signed 
by  Evan  Malbone,  Nov.  27,  1780.  Witnesses— Dudley 
Woodbridge  and  Gard.  Carpenter.  Recorded  Newport^ 
R.  Z,  Dec.  ZT,  1780,  book  1  p.  3 

5. — Malbonk  to  Malbone. — Evan  Malbone,  of  Nor- 
wich, in  consideration  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  Span- 
ish milled  dollars,  "conveys  to  Evan  Malbone,  Jr.,  of 
Norwich,  Conn.,  two  certain  tracts  of  land  in  Newport, 
which  I  purchased  of  Peleg  Chapman  and  Mary,  his  wife, 
as  by  their  deed  of  June  6,  1753,  and  June  19,  1768, 
which  land  in  each  of  said  deeds  is  bounded  as  followeth, 
viz:  Northerly ^  owe  hundred  and  seventy  feet  on  a  lane 
leading  up  by  the  rope-walk  ;  Easterly,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  feet  on  land  of  Jonathan  Thui-ston  ;  Southerly, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  feet  on  land  of  said  Chap- 
man-, WeMerly^  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  on  land  of 
Thomas  Huddy.  The  other  tract,  Northerly ,  owe  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  feet  on  the  grantor's  land  ;  Easterly,  one 
h  undred  and  seventy-three  feet,  on  land  of  the  heirs  of 
Jonathan  Thurston,  deceased ;  Southerly,  two  hundred  and 
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ten  feet  on  land  of  ye  said  Peleg  Chapman  ;  and  West- 
erly^  one  hundred  and  twenty  ft>et  on  land  of  said  Chap- 
man." Signed  by  Evan  Malbone,  Nov.  7,  1780.  Wit- 
nesses— Dudley  Woodbridge  and  Gard.  Carpenter.  Re- 
corded Newport^  R.  /.,  Dec.  lo,  1780^  book  1  p.  3. 


Portsmouth.. 

Will  of  Anthony  Payne. — '^I,  Anthony  Payne,  in 
my  perfect  memoiy,  doe  manifest  ray  mind  and  last  will 
is  to  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Alice,  one 
cow,  shee  or  her  husband  payinge  unto  my  daughter  Mary 
Tripp  so  much  as  ye  cow  is  judged  to  be  more  worth  than 
the  hrfFer,  and  to  be  made  up  equall  out  of  ye  cow.  And 
further  my  mind  and  will  is  to  niak»^  my  wife,  Rose  Paine, 
whole  and  soule  executrix,  to  see  my  ye  former  covenant 
and  my  last  will  performed,  and  my  debts  paide.  And 
Mr.  Porter  and  William  Baulston  to  see  my  estate  equal- 
ly divided."  Signed  May  6th,  l(>4i),  by  the  mark  (X)  of 
Anthony  Paine.  William  Freeborn  and  Thomas  Wait, 
witnesses.     Book  i,  p.  73. 

Will  of  Restcom  S a nford.—** August  ye  12th,  1667. 
The  last  will  and  testament  of  Restcom  Sandford,  of 
Portsmouth,  on  Rhode  Island,  in  the  colony  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  New  England,  be- 
ing of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  is  as  foUoweth :  I  ap- 
point m3'  well  beloved  brother,  Samuel  Sanford,  to  be  my 
whole  executor,  to  see  my  debts  paid  and  my  will  per- 
formed. As  also  ray  will  is  that  my  said  brother,  Samuel, 
shall  have  my  mare  and  my  silver  cup  and  my  bed  and 
boulster.  Secondly — I  doe  bequeath  to  my  brother  Esbon, 
four  ew  sheep ;  also  I  doe  appointe  my  sister  Eliphal 
Stratton  and  her  three  children,  each  of  them,  one  ew 
sheep ;  and  one  silver  spoon  to  my  said  sister  Eliphal. 
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Further,  my  will  is  that  my  sister  Sarah,  wife  of  my  afore- 
said brother  Samuel  Sanford,  shall  have  my  mare  and 
coult  and  a  five  shilling  peece  of  gould,  and  each  of  her 
children  one  ew  lamb.  And  as  concerning  my  brother 
Esbon,  in  case  he  is  not  heard  of  in  the  space  of  one  yeare 
after  my  decease,  then  these  four  sheep  assigned  to  him 
shall  be  equally  divided  between  my  brother  Samuel  and 
sister  Eliphal ;  provided  that,  if  at  any  time  afterwards 
he,  the  said  Esbon,  shall  come  againe,  then  my  brother 
Samuel  and  sister  Eliphal  shall,  both  of  them,  return  to 
him,  the  said  Esbon,  those  sheep,  thus  divided  to  them. 
And  as  for  the  remainder  of  my  estate  now  in  my  hands, 
my  will  is  that  my  brother,  Samuel,  shall  thereout  pay  all 
m}'  debts,  whether  dew  to  himself  or  any  other,  and  in 
case  anything  shall  remaine  after  all  needful  expenses  are 
defrayed,  then  the  remainder  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
twixt the  said  Samuel  and  my  sister  Eliphal.  And  fur- 
ther, whereas,  I  am  informed,  that  there  is  a  legacy  dew 
to  me  by  the  gift  of  my  Uncle  Samuel  Hutchinson,  my 
will  is  that  if  so  it  be,  that  then  that  estate  be  equally 
divided  betwixt  my  five  brothers  and  my  sister,  namely  : 
Samuel,  Peleg,  William,  and  Elisha  Sanford,  and  my  sis- 
ter, Eliphal  Stratton,  to  be  as  the  rest  of  her  legacy,  at 
her  disposinge,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  her  children. 
And  that  this  above  written  is  my  mind  and  will,  to  be 
performed  as  soon  as  may  conveniently  be  after  my  de- 
cease." •  Signed  Restcom  Sanford,  in  the  presence  of  Wil- 
liam Hall  and  William  Wodell,     Book  h  p.  00. 


Memorandlm.  Dyre s  Island. — '*I  do  affirm  that 
we,  the  purchasers  of  Rhode  Island  (myself  being  the 
•hief),  William  Dyre  desiiinge  a  spot  of  land  of  us,  as  we 
passed    by  it,  after  we  had  purchased  the  said  island,  did 
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grant  him   our  right   in  the   said   island,  and   named  it 

Dyke's  Island.      Witness  my  hand,  October  18,  1669. 

[Signed,]  William  Coddington." 

"I,   Richard   Carder,   being   a   purchaser,  doe  own  the 

above  said  writing.     November  2,  1669. 

Richard  Carder." 

'*Capt.  Randall  Houlden,  of  Warwick,  in  the    Province 

of   Rhode   Island  and    Providence    Plantation,   aged    57 

years  or  thereaboutt,  being  ingaged  according  to  law,  trs- 

tifieth   as   follows:    That  the    purchasers  gave  the  little 

island,  called  Dyres  Island,  to  William  Dyre,  Senior,  that 

was  then  one  of  us,  and  further   sayeth   not.     Taken  the 

24th  of  June,   1669,   per  me,  John  SanforJ,  assistant." — 

Book  i,  /?.  104- 

[_To  be  Continued.'] 


Vote  of  the  State  of  Rhode   Island  upon   the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  March,  1788. 

YEAS.      NATB. 


TOWNS. 


YEAH.      NAY8. 


TOWNS. 


Newport,  1  10 

Providence,  0  1 

Warwick,  3  140 

Portsmouth,  12  60 

Westerly,  12  56 

South  Kingstown,  1  125 

New  Shoreham,  0  32 

North  Kingstown,  2  160 

East  Greenwich,  2  91 

Jamestown,  5  11 

Smithfield,  2  158 

Scituate,  0  156 

Glocester,  9  228 

Coventry,  0  180 

West  Greenwich,  2  145 

Charlestown,  6  51 
TotiU  Nays, 
"    Yeas, 


Exeter, 

Bristol, 

Tiverton, 

Little  Compton, 

Warren, 

Cumberland, 

Richmond, 

Hopkinton, 

Johnston, 

(Vanston,    * 

Middletown, 

North  Providence,  0 

Barrington,  9 

Foster,  0 


6 

26 

23 

68 
o 

10 

1 

33 
1 
0 
6 


136 
23 
92 
57 
41 

118 
C8 
95 
79 

101 
40 
48 
34 

177 


2,708 
237 


Majority  against, 


2,471 


DR.  MAYHEW'S  SERMONS. 


Mr.  Editor: — You  may  publish,  if  you  like,  the  fol- 
lowing old  lettei*s  relating  to  certain  Massachusetts  wor- 
thies, which  may  be  better  known  to  your  fellow  Boston 
antiquaries,  than  to  those  of  our  state. 

Newport,  Sept.  22, 1888.  j.  e.  m. 

To  Mi\  Wm,  IWnon  Merchant  in  Newport: 

Boston,  June  17,  1754. 
Sir: — I  herewith  send  you  a  sermon,  the  author  of 
which  you  have  professed  an  esteem  of,  and  is  in  return  for 
the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  the  suliscriptions  you  sent 
for  his  volume  of  sermons,  which  volume  I  am  in  hopes 
to  begin  in  a  day  or  two.  Hoping  it  will  be  acceptable, 
I  am  vour  humble  servant. 

Richard  Draper. 
If  there  is  any  gentleman    subscribed  since,  should    be 
glad  you  would  desire  Mr.  Franklin  to  send  the  subscrip- 
tion papers  to  yours,  Sl'PRA. 
Tu  Mr,   Williain   Vernon^  Jr.^  Xrtcport. 

Boston,  Jcly  1, 1755. 
Sir: — The  Committee  of  the  West  Congregational 
engaged  me  to  undertake  the  publishing  Dr.  Maybe w^s 
sermons,  which  at  last  is  done  ;  and  you  for  noting  the 
publication  by  procuring  subscriptions  at  Newport.  I 
have  made  so  free  as  to  consign  the  book  then  subscribed 
for  to  you  desiring  you  would  deliver  them  to  the  respec- 
tive persons  whose   names  are   on   the   other  side.     The 
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Book  makes  6  sheets  and  one-lmlf  more  than  was  original- 
ly designed,  and  the  price  accordingly,  to  which  the  sub- 
scribers here  make  no  objection.  The  paper  and  type  are 
good.  I  wish  the  binding  was  better  ;  however  it  is  as  well 
as  binding  usually  is  in  New  England.  I  hope  you  will 
excuse  the  trouble  I  give  you.  I  shall  be  ready  to  do  you 
any  service  in  my  power.     Being  Your  Humble  Servant, 

Jebemiah  Condy. 

The  books  that  are  stitched  are  in  two  parts,  the  binder 
telling  me  that  this  was  necessary  to  prevent  breaking 
the  backs  : 

List  of  Subscribers. 
Mr.  Collins,  Jr.,  6  books  in  blew  paper,  Mr.  Engs  4,  Mr. 
Sam.  Ward  2,  Wm.  Ellery,  Esq.,  3,  Mr.  Stevens  1,  Mr. 
Tanner  1,  calf  lettered,  Mr.  B.  Ellery  1,  calf  lettered, 
Mr.  W.  Ellery,  1,  Mr.  Henry  Ward  2,  Mr.  Otis  1,  Mr. 
Sylvester  1,  Mr.  Daniel  Russell  1,  Mr.  Simeon  Rhodes  1, 
Mr.  Benj.  Nichol  2,  Mr.  Flagg  1,  Mr.  Edward  Thurston, 
Jr.  1,  Mr.  Vernon  2,  Mr.  Wm.  Richards  1.  Sent  Mr. 
Condy  per  Mr.  Frairklin,  12  doUai's.  &c. 


# 


NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 


QUERIES.    • 

1. — A  subscriber  wishes  to  know  the  name  of  the  ''Prison 
Hhip,'  and  in  what  part  of  the  harbor  of  Newport  did  she 
lie,  and  who  was  the  unfortunate  ^^Denjamin  Harris"  mentioned 
in  the  following  letter: 

''Newport  Prison  Ship,  Jan  31, 1778. 
Gentlemen: — By  this  you  will  be  infonned  of  my  being  a  pris- 
oner in  this  place,  and  make  no  doubt  but  when  you  are  informed 
of  it  you  will  use  your  influence  to  get  me  exchanged.  If  it  is  not 
possible  to  get  me  exchanged,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  send 
me  some  money,  which  I  am  much  in  want  of,  having  but  few 
clothes  and  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and  the  season  severe. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  with  all  respect. 
Your  humble  serv't, 

BENJAMIN  HARRIS. 
To  Messrs.  Samuel  Brown  &  Co.,  at  Taunton." 

± — The  following  queries,  sent  to  us  by  Mr.  Austin,  are  of  inter- 
est, presenting,  as  Ihey  do,  much  information.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
publish  answer's  relative  to  any  of  them: 

AUSTIN.— Robert    Austin^.   Kings    Town,   R.   I.,  died     before 

1087.     Who  was  his  wife  ?    What  were  his  children-s  names  ? 

Jeremiah  Austin'-^,  Kings  Town ;  Exeter,  R.  I.,  was  bom  1660  to 

1670,  and   married   ItJlK)  to  1095,  Elizabeth  .     Who  were 

parents  of  Elizabeth  ?    What  were  names  of  children  of  Jere- 
miah y 
Robert  Austins,  Kii»gsTowu;  Westerly;  Charlestown;  born  ICOO 
to  101>r>,  and  died    1752,  at  Charlestown,  R.  I     His  wife  was 

Hannah .     Who  were  parents  of  Hannah?    What  wei-e 

names  of  children  of  Robert? 
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ADAMS. — Mary  Adams,  married  K546,  George  Fairbanks  of  Med- 

fleld,  Mass.    Who  were  her  parents? 
ALLEN. — George  Allen,  Sandwich.  Mass.,  born  1619.    Died  after 

1()85.    He  married  Hannah .    Who  were  her  parents? 

Did  he  leave  a  will? 
BOTTS.— Isaac   Botts,  Kittery,  Me.;   died  about  1670,  leaving 

widow  Elizabeth.     Who  were  parents  of  botii? 
BRACKETT.— Anthony  Brackett,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.;  died  1G92. 

He  left  a  will  probated  at  Exeter,  X.  H.,  but  missing  from  the 

files     Is  there  a  copy  of  this  will? 

BUGBEE. — John  Bugbeci,Roxbury,  Mass.;  died  1703.  He  mar- 
ried Joanna .     Who  were  her  parents? 

John  Bugbee*^,  Hoxbury,  Mass  ;  Woodstock,  (-oun  ;  died  1744. 

He  married  Abiah Who  were  her  parents?    Did   he 

leave  a  will? 
BURTON —.lohn  Burton,  Salem,   Mass.,  died   1084.     Who  was 

his  wife? 
BUTLER.— Thoniiu*   Butler,  Sandwich,   Mass..  died  after  1(589. 

He  married  Dorothy Who  were  her  parents?   Did  he 

leave  a  willf 
CARD. — Joseph  Card,  Newport,  R   I  ;  married  about  1070,  Jane 

Who  were  parents  of  both? 

CARPENTER.— Kphraim  Carpenter,  Pawtuxet,  R.  1  ,  Oyster 
Bay,  Loug  Lsland ;  he  died  after  1098,  having  had  two  wives, 

Susannah  England  and  Lydia .     Who  were   parents  of 

his  wives?    Did  he  leave  a  will? 

CHAMBERLAIN.— Edmund  Chamberlain,  Woodstock,  Ct.;  died 
17ol.     Did  he  leave  a  will? 

CIARKE— Rose  Clark,  married  1719,  Seth  Spooncr  of  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.     Who  were  her  parents? 

Joseph  Clarke,  Newport;  Westerly,  R  I.;  born  1018  (brother  of 
Rev.  John)  He  had  two  wives.  What  were  wives'  names, 
and  children  of  each? 

Jeremiah  Clarke,  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.  Made  his  will  1733, 
March  19,  and  it  was  proved  1733,  Sept.  10.  He  mentions 
wife  Deborah;  and  sons  Jeremiah,  Latham  and  Walter  ; 
daughters  Mary  Phillips  and  Sarah  Greenman;  grandsons 
James  and  Latham,  and  grand  daughter  Catherine.  He  al- 
ludes to  the  will  of  his  father  but  does  not  mention  his  father^ 
name  He  bought  land  in  Kings  Town  1698  of  Philip  Weeden 
and  Ann,  wife  of  latter,  (of  Novport).    Was  not  this  Jere- 


128  2^ot*'ii  and  Queries, 

iniah  Clarke  ion  of  Latham^  (Jeremy^ )V    llf.iir}'  Clarke  of 
South   Kings  Town    was  certainly   son   of  Latham,  who   he 
mentioned  in  his  will.     It  would  seem   tkat  Henry  and   Jere-' 
miah  were  probably  brothers,  and  that  the  latter  as  the  former 
was  tlie  son  of  Nathan  Clarke. 

COXODON". — James  Congdon,  Kings  Town;  Providenee;  Charles- 
town.  11  I  ;  born  l<>8<i  and  died  1757.  He  married  (1st)  Mar- 
garet Eldred;  (2d) \Ves<!Ott:  QUI)  Mary  Hoxsie  (widow 

of  Joseph)      Who  were  the  parents  of  the  Wescott  wife?  Her 
first  name? 

COOK— Marv  Cook,  born  1G78;  married   HWl).  James  IJarker  of 

« 

Newport,  K.  1      Who  were  her  pareutsV 

I>l'N(; AX. —Thomas  Dungan,  Newport,  H.  I.;  Cold  Spring;  Buck 
County,  Penn  ,  died  Hi88.  W  hat  was  hi>  wife's  name?  What 
was  date  of  his  birth  and  marriage?  And  what  w;i5  tlate  of 
birth  of  each  of  his  three  sistei*s,  (viz.  IJarbara,  Krauees  and 
Margaiet)?  Are  any  fa(*ts  known  about  the  father  of  Thomas 
.  Dungan,  viz.  William  DunganV  He  died  previous  to  1()37,  iu 
England,  leaving  a  widow  Frances  (daughter  of  Lowis^ 
Latham)  who  subsequently  married  Jeremiah  Clarke  and  came 
with  him  (and  the  four  children  by  previous  husban<l)  to 
Newport,  1{.  1. 

ELDliED. — Samuel  Eldred,  (.'ambridge,  Mu^r^. ;  Stoningtou,  Ct  ; 
AVickford,  R.  I.     He  died  after  1«>87.    Did  he  leave  a  will? 

EWEli. — Anna  Ewer,  married  !()♦><>,  Daniel  Winor  of  Sandwich, 
^lass  ,  for  his  second  wife.  Who  were  parents  of  Anna 
Ewer? 

FOLLETT.— Nicholas   Follett,   Dover,  X.  11. :  died   bi'fore   1(>1»4. 

Me  married  Abigail .      Who  were   her  parents?     When 

and  .where  did  he  dieV     Did  he  leave  a  will? 

HACKER. — Joshua  Hacker,  Salem.  Mass.;  Providence,  li.  I.  He 
was  perhai)s  for  a  time  at  Xewport  before  coming  to  Provi- 
dence.    He  marritid   al)oul    174"J,    Martha ,  born    1725. 

Who  were  her  parents  V 

HALL.  Zurial  Hall,  Portsmouth,  R  L;  dii'd  1(»1»1.  leaving  widow 
Elizabeth.     Who  W(;re  her  parenlsV 

HAXSON.— Thomas  Hanson,  Dover,  X.  II  ;  died  1711,  leaving  a 
widow  Menry .     Who  were  her  parents? 

n  N  YWARD. — Samuel  Hayward  (son  of  William  and  ^largery), 
Rraintree,  Mendon,  Mass.  ;  died  171.'i.  He  married  Mehilable 
.     Who  were  her  panmis? 
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HODGE— Henry  Hodge,  'rest  on,  Ct. ;  born  IihO.     Whom  did  he 

marry,  and  when?     When  and  where  did  he  die?  Did  he  leave 

a  will? 
HOLimOOK.- William   Holbrooke  Weymouth;  Mendon;  Scitu- 

ate,  Mass.     He   mnrried  about  lOoO,' Elizabeth .     Who 

were  her  i)arents  ? 
Samuel   Hoi  brook-,    W'evmouth;  Mendon;  Scituate,  M;i8.s  ,  born 

about  U>i">3.     He  niarrfed  Marv .     VVho  were  her  parents? 

HOWES.— Elizjibeih    Howes,    married    lOGo,    Daniel    Butler    of 

Sandwich  and  Falmouth,  Mas.-*.     Who  were  her  parents? 
KELT. Y.— David    Kelly »,  Yarmouth,  Mass.;  died  Um7,  leaving  a 

widow  Jane ,  who  died  1711.     Who  were  her  parents? 

Jeremiah  Kelly^i,  Yarmouth,  Mass.;  died  17"J8.     His  wife,  Sarah 

,  died  previouslv.     Who  w<Me  her  parents  ? 

I^AMJJEUT.— John   Lambert,   Norwich,   Conn.;  died    1727  (and 

a<hninistration  on  his  (»state  was  given  to  his  .son,  John,  Jr  ). 

VVho  were  the   parents   of    .iohn    Lambert,  and  who  was  his 

wife? 
LAWTOX  —Thomas  J.awton,  Portsmouth.  K.  1.;  died  1C>S1,  leav- 
ing a  will      Hisseroiul  wife  was  Grace  Hailey  (widow  of  John 

Bailey),  but    his   children  were  all   by  an   earlier  wile.     VVho 

was  the  lii-si  wife  of  ThonHis  Lawton  ? 
LO(/KW()()D. — Abraham  Lockwotnl,  Warwick,  H  L;  born  about 

U)7(>.     Who  were  his  parents  ? 
MARBLE. — Samuel  Marble,  Au<lover;  Salem,  Mass.;  bt)rn    ir»4S. 

He    married    Kh"),   Kebecca   Andrews.     VVho  were  parents  of 

both? 
MEADEIl.— John  Meader,  Dover.  X.  H.;  died  aftf-r    171'2.     His 

wife's  name  w:is  .Abigail .     Who  were  her  parents?    Did 

John  Meader  leave  a  will? 
PE('KHAM. — John  Teckhami.  Xewport,  K.  L.  left  a  will  proved 

1081.     Is  there   a  copy  of   this    will?     He  had  two  wivi*s:    (1) 

Mary  Clarke;   ('J)  Kleanor .     Who  were  parents  of  these 

two  wives?     What  children  did  each  wife  have? 
John  Peckbam^.  Newport.  K.L    married  about  UJiJt),  Sarah . 

Who  wi^-e  fiarents  of  his  wife?     Did  he  leave  a  will? 
VV  illiam  Peckbam-,  Xewport.  1{.  L,  was  born    about    1(»47.     He 

married,  tirst, (  larkc;    and  second,   Weedcn.      VV^ho 

were  the  parents  of  these  two  wives?     Did  he  leaver  a  will? 
PHILLIPS.— John  Phillips,  Xewport,  IL  I.,  married    before  I0.S7 

Kebecca .     Who  were  jtsuents  of  both? 

l*OTTEH. — Dorothy  Potter,  widow,  was  born    ltI17,  and   married 

about  1(M7  John  All)ro,  for  her  seeond  husband.     She  had  one 

child  by    her   tirst    husband    (viz.   Xatbaniel    Potter).      Who 

were   her   parents  and  what  wa.s   the    tlr.>t    name   of   her  tii*st 

husband? 
PRE8JUJH  Y.— John  Presbury,  Sandwich.  Ma.ss. ,  died  ICAS.    Who 

wa.s  his  wife  and  what  children  had  he?     Did   he  leave  a  will? 

SMITH.— Edward  Smith,  Uehobeth,  Miuss.;  Xewport,  B.  I.  He 
married  and  bail  children.  VVho  was  his  wife  and  what  were 
the  names  of  his  children  (besides  Sarah,  bornlUiii),  who   mar- 
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ried  Stephen  Arnold  1(>46)?    Did  he  leave  a  will? 

STONE. — Hugh  Stone,  Boston,  Mai's.;  Warwick;  i  rovidruce,  B. 
I.     lie  was  horn  IfiSS.     Who  were  his  parents? 

TAFT.— Robert  Tafti,  Bniintree;  Mendon,  Mass.,  died  17J5.    H« 

married  about  ir>70  Sarah .     Who  were  her  parents? 

Robert  Taft-,  Braintree;  Mendon;  Uxbridjje,   Mass.,  died  1748. 
He  married  1(>1>4,  Elizabeth .     Who  were  her  parents? 

TALLM AN. —Peter  Tallman,  Portsmouth,  R.  1.,  died  17as.     He 

had  three  wives,  viz.:  fii-st,  Ann ;  second,  Joan  Brijj'js; 

third,   Esther  .     Who  were  the  parents  of  each   wife? 

What  were  the  names  of  the  children  of  each  wife? 

TEW. — Henry  Tew,  Newport,  R.  I.,  was  born  10S4.     He  married 

twice,     (i)  Dorcas ,  (2)  Sarah .     Who  were   parents 

of  his  two  wives?    Did  lie  leave  a  will? 

THOMPSON. —William  Thompson,  Woodstock,  Ct.,  married 
174(>,  Maiy  Chamberlain.  He  died  1703,  and  his  widow  mar- 
ried Benjamin  ( 'apron  Is  there  any  will  on  record  of  Wil- 
liam Thompson,  or  <»f  his  wi<low',  or  of  Benjamin  Capron? 
The  only  child  of  William  Thompson  (viz  Hannah,  who  mar- 
ried David  Bugbc(;  1772)  stated  that  her  father  was  an  £uj|;- 
lishman  of  family,  who  left  his  native  country  to  avoid  a  mar- 
rin^'c  thai  was  arranged  forhifii  there.  Who  weivthe  jiarents 
of  William  Thompson?  Did  he  die  in  England  or  at  Wood- 
stock (where  his  death  was  put  on  record)? 

TUTTLE.—John  Tuttle  Dover,  N  il,  married  about  1070, 
Mary Who  were  her  parents? 

UTTER\— Nicholas  Utter.    Kingstown,    R.    1.;   Stonington,  Ct  , 

died  17"J*J.     He  married  about  1070  PZlizabeth .     AVho  were 

I)arents  of  both? 

WEEDEN.— James  Weedeni,  Newport  R.  I ,  died  after  lti82. 
His  second  wife  was  Rose  Paine  (widow  of  Anthony  Paine, 
and  previously  widow  of  Matthew  Grinm^ll,  she  having  Issue 
bv  rirst  husl)and  onlv).  Who  was  fii-st  wife  of  James  Weed- 
on,  and  what  children  had  h(;?  Did  he  leave  a  will? 
William  Weeden-*,  Newport,  1{  1.,  died  UuiS.     Who  was  his  wife 

and  what  children  had  he?     Did  he  leave  a  will? 
William  Weeden,  Newp«)rt:Mi(Ulletown.   R.  I  ,  died  1758.     He 
married  Phebe .     Who  were  parents  nf  both? 

WESTCOTT.— Stukelev  Westcott,  Salem,  Mass.,  Providen  e; 
Warwick  R.  1.,  dicid  1077      What  was  his  wifes  name  ? 

WHITTAKEK  —Abraham  Whittaker,  Hnverhill,  Mass,  (proba- 
bly, for  his  son  of  the  same  name  was  there).  He  was  born 
in  ir)()4,  and  died  after  Wu.  Who  was  his  wife  and  what 
(rhildren  luid  he?     Did  he  leave  a  will?. 

WHITE.— Joseph  White,  Taunton,  Mass.,  died  1724,  leaving 
widow  Mary.  He  was  a  son  of  Nicholas  White.  Who  were 
his  wife's  pan.'Uts? 

Answera  to  any  of  these  (questions  are  earnestly  desired  by 

J.  O.  AUSTIN, 
P.  O.  Box  81.  Providence,  R.  I. 
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THE    DECLARATION    OF    INDEPENDENCE     OF 

RHODE   ISLAND,    . 


{HE  last  Colonial  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  met  May 
1,  1776.  On  the  4th,  two  months  before  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  by  the  "United  Colonies"  at  Phil- 
delphia,  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  solemnly 
renounced  its  allegiance  to  the  British  crown  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

"Whereas,  in  all  states,  existing  by  compact,  protec- 
tion and  allegiance  are  reciprocal ;  the  latter  being  only 
due  in  consequence  of  the  former  : 

And  whereas,  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
forgetting  his  dignity,  regardless  of  the  compact  most 
solemnly  entered  into,  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  colony,  by  his  illustrious  ancestors ;  and 
till  of  late  fully  recognized  by  him ;  and  entirely  depart- 
ing from  the  duties  and  character  of  a  good  king,  instead 
of  protecting  is  endeavoring  to  destroy  the  good  people  of 
this  Colony,  and  of  all  the  United  Colonies,  by  sending 
fleets  and  armies  to  America,  to  confiscate  our  property, 
and  spread  fire,  sword  and  desolation  throughout  our 
country,  in  order  to  compel  us  to  submit  to  the  most  de- 
basing and  detestable  tyranny ;  whereby  we  are  obliged 
by  necessity,  and  it  becomes  our  highest  duty,  to  use 
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every  means,  with  which  God  and  nature  have  furnished 
us,  in  support  of  our  invaluable  rights  and  privileges  to 
oppose  that  power  which  is  exerted  only  for  our  destruc- 
tion : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by 
the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  an  act  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  more  e£fectual  securing  to  his  Majesty  the  alle- 
giance of  his  subjects,  in  this  his  Colony  and  Dominion  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,'  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly, 
and  by  the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  in  all  com- 
missions for  office,  civil  and  military ;  and  in  all  writs 
and  processes  in  law,  whether  original,  judicial  or  execu- 
tory, civil  and  criminal,  wherever  the  name  and  authority 
of  the  said  King  is  made  use  of,  the  same  shall  be  omitted ; 
and  in  the  room  thereof,  the  name  and  authority  of  the 
Governor  and  company  of  this  Colony,  shall  be  substi- 
tuted in  the  following  words,  to  wit :  'The  Governor 
AND  Company  op  the  English  Colony  op  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations:' 

That  all  such  commissions,  writs  and  processes,  shall  be 
otherwise  of  the  same  form  and  tenure  as  they  heretofore 
were : 

That  the  courts  of  law  be  no  longer  entitled,  nor  con- 
sidered, as  the  King's  courts  : 

And  that  no  instrument  in  writing,  of  any  nature  or 
kind,  whether  public  or  private,  shall  in  the  date  thereof 
mention  the  year  of  the  King's  reign. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained, shall  render  void  or  vitiate  any  commission,  writ, 
process  or  instrument  heretofore  made  or  executed,  on 
account  of  the  name  and  authority  of  the  said  Ring  being 
therein  inserted." 

After  the  passage  of  the  above  act  the  sessions  of  the 
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General  Assemblj  were  closed,  not  with  the  old  time 
words  "God  save  the  King,"  but  with  "God  save  thb 
United  Colonies." 

From  this  time  on,  until  the  United  Colonies  had 
gained  their  independence,  Rhode  Island  was  constantly 
subject  to  invasion  by  land  and  water.  For  several  years  a 
British  army  had  possession  of  her  principal  island,  but 
still  the  plucky  little  colony  kept  its  courage  and  faith- 
fully maintained  its  Declaration  of  Independence. 


♦  ♦« 


»♦-♦■ 


Among  the  many  tombstones  in  the  common  cemetery 
at  Newport,  R.  I.,  none  attracts  more  attention  than  the 
little  stone  erected  to  the  memory  of  two  children  of  Wil- 
liam and  Desire  Tripp.  In  addition  to  the  record  of  the 
deaths  of  the  daughter  and  son,  the  stone  gives  the  date 
of  the  amputation  of  an  arm  of  the  mother.  Mrs.  Desire 
Tripp  died  seven  years  later  and  was  buried  near  by. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Harper  &  brothers  we  are 
enabled  to  reproduce  an  illustration  of  this  stone,  which 
first  appeared  in  Harper's  Magazine  for  Nov.  1869 : 


Wait      daujht^  ^ 
I  WilUam      ana"" 

DefiTc   Tripp 

died  Apnl  24* 

1780,    -A^ecC  lo 
Mo  'lo  day« 

Arm  Amp»^tated 


pAlJo    William 

their  Son 

died  Marcli 
7^^  1784  Aged 
22  Mo. 

'aljb  his  wif^% 


Feb^    2o'^   178^. 


GENEALOGICAL  NOTES. 


^E  would  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  this  de- 
partment of  our  magazine,  and  respectfully  request 
those  interested  to  contribute  such  genealogical  notes  as 
they  may  feel  disposed.  Abstracts  from  early  wills, 
deeds,  church  and  town  records,  tombstone  inscriptions, 
Ac,  &c.,  from  any  part  of  Rhode  Island,  will  be  gladly 
received  and  due  credit  given. 


Bull. — Mr.  Editor:  The  following  abstracts  from  the 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  records  are  already,  perhaps,  familiar 
to  your  readers ;  but  they  will  bear  repetition,  as  they 
have  an  important  bearing   on  an  entry  found  in   the 

Sandwich,  Mass.,  records : 

From  Portsmouth,  R.  /.,  Becorcfa.— "Elizabeth  Bull,  the  wife  of 
Henry  Bull,  of  Newport,  she  dyed  the  first  day  of  the  eighth  month,  in 
the  year  1665,  and  was  buried  in  said  town  of  Newport." 
*lke8ter  Bull  dyed  the  26th  day  of  ye  Ist  Mo.,  1676." 
'*Henry  Bull  aged  about  84  years,  he  departed  this  life  at  his  own 
y house  in  Newport  (he  being  the  last  man  of  the  first  settlers  of  this 
;Khode  Island)  ye  22d,  11  Mo.,  1693-4." 

'^*Ann  Bull,*  aged  about  80  years,  she  departed  this  life  at  Matthew 

Borden's  in  Portsmouth,  on  Rhode  Island,  ye  30th  day  of  ye  11th  Mo., 

r  1707-8.    Her  maiden  name  was  Clayton,  then  married  Nicholas  Eastou, 

then  to  Henry  Bull.    Ann  Bull  was  buried  in  the  Coddington  burying 

r  ground  in  Newport." 

From  Sandwich,  Mass.,   Records. — "Henry  Bull,  of  Khode  Island, 
I  marrie4KstUer  Allen  the  fourteenth  day  of  12th  Mo.,  1664." 

T-bere  would  seem  to  be  no  question,  in  view  of  the 
'above  entries,  that  Governor  Bull   not  only  had  a  wife 

*The  entry  as  to  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Bull  is  in  a  different  hand, 
and  that  relative  to  her  burial  is  in  still  another  hand.    Her  marriage 

with  Henry  Bull  i«  stated  to  have  been  March  28,  1677.— J.  O.  A. 
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Elizabeth,  who  died  1666  (or  1663  ?)  and  a  wife  Ann,  ta 
whoiY)  he  was  marned  in  1677,  but  that  he  alno  had  (be- 
tween the  death  of  Ehzabeth  and  his  marriage  to  Ann,^ 
another  wife,  viz.,  Esther,  with  whom  he  lived  some  ten 
or  twelve  years.  Hitherto  the  record  of  the  death  of 
Hester  Bull  entered  in  Portsmouth  records,  has  been  re- 
garded as  applying  to  a  child  of  Henry  Bull;  but  this 
was  evidently  a  forced  conclusion,  not  warranted  by  cus- 
tom ;  for  while  the  entry  of  the  death  of  an  adult  is  often 
found  without  explanation  of  relationship,  it  is  almost 
invariably  found  that  the  entry  of  a  child's  death  does 
state  the  names  of  the  parents.  Hence  the  entry 
of  the  death  of  "Hester  Bull"  should  never  have  been 
considered  as  referring  to  a  child,  even  when  the 
key  to  the  whole  matter  (the  recorded  marriage  of 
Henry  Bull  to  Esther  Allen)  was  undiscovered.  The 
question  also  occurs  as  to  whether  Henry  Bull,  Jr., 
was  not  more  likely  a  child  of  Esther  than  of  Eliza- 
beth as  has  generally  been  supposed,  for  to  make 
him  the  son  of  Elizabeth  it  is  necessary  to  make  an 
interval  of  twenty  years  or  more  between  the  birth  of 
Henr)',  Jr.,  and  his  elder  brother  Jireh  ;  and  a  more  nat- 
ural conclusion  would  seem  to  be  that  Henry,  Jr.,  was  a 
sou  of  Esther.  It  remains  now  to  state  the  parentage  of 
Governor  Bull's  second  wife,  Esther.  Esther  Allen  was 
born  Dec.  8,  1G48,  and  was  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Esther 
(Swift)  Allen.  Her  father  was  son  of  George  Allen,  Sr.> 
of  Sandwich  Mass.  Her  mother  was  daugliter  of  William 
and  Joan  Swift,  of  Sandwich.  In  giving  the  abstracts 
from  Sandwich  and  Portsmouth  Friends'  records,  I  have 
not  lost  sight  of  the  discrepancy  in  dates,  which  would 
make  Henry  Bull  married  to  his  second  wife  some  eight 
months  before  his  first  wife  died.  It  is  evident,  however, 
that  there  was  an  error  in  recording  the  date  of  the  mar- 
riage or  death,  and  it  may  be  that  Elizabeth  died  1663  in- 
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stead  of  1665  Errors  of  more  consequence  than  this 
are  sometimes  (though  perhaps  rarely)  discovered  by 
searchers  for  genealogical  data. 

John  O-  Austin. 


MoTT. — The  following  item  ma)'  be  of  interest  to  the 

readers  of  the  Newport  Historical  Magazine. 

H-  H.  Swinburne. 

Mary  Mott,  of  Newport,  widow,  and  administratrix  on  the 
estate  of  Samuel  Mott,  late  of  Newport,  butcher,  brings 
suit  in  the  March  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  1729» 
against  Giles  Slocum,  of  Portsmouth,  surviving  executor 
of  the  will  of  Jacob  Mott,  late  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  to 
recover  £40,  a  legacy  due  by  the  will  of  said  Jacob  to 
Samuel ;  for  said  Jacob  by  his  will  dated  Jan.  81,  1710-11^ 
did  devise  as  follows:  '*Item. — As  I  have  given  by  deed 
to  my  son,  Jacob  Mott,  one  half  of  my  farm,  I  give  my 
beloved  wife,  Joanna  Mott,  the  other  half  during  her  life, 
and  after  her  to  said  son,  Jacob  Mott,  he  pa3'ing  the  sev- 
eral legacies  to  my  children  hereinafter  named.  If  Jacob 
should  die,  then  the  wife's  share  to  go  to  my  son, 
Samuel.  I  give  to  my  son  Samuel  £40,  daughter 
Hannah  Tucker  £20,  daughter  Elizabeth  Gould,  £10, 
daughter  Sarah  Wardell,  £5 ;  all  of  which  to  be 
paid  within  one  year  of  my  wife's  decease."  Ap- 
points ^'wife  Joanna,  and  kinsman  Giles  Slocum,  Jr.,  and 
John  Coggeshall,  of  Portsmouth,  executors.'*  The  plain- 
ti£f  in  the  above  case,  saith  that  Joanna  Mott  died  Jan. 
6,  1727,  and  that  the  said  Samuel  Mott  died  Jan.  25, 
1727,  when  the  above  legacy  became  due  from  the  afore- 
said Jacob  Mott,  son  of  said  Jacob,  testator,  deceased,  he 
coming  into  possession  of  said  land  at  the  death  of  said 
Joanna. 
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CoDDiNGTON-SANFOBD-WiLLBrrT. — The  following  cer- 
tificates of  marriage  were  recently  found  among  some  old 
papers.  The  paper,  as  a  whole,  seemed  to  be  an  abstract 
from  the  Town  Records  of  Newport,  certified  to  by  Wm, 
Coddington,  Town  Clerk,  but  without  date. 

'*Mr.  Peleg  Saiiford  was  married  unto  Mrs.  Mary  Coddixigton,  the 
daughter  of  William  Coddington  and  Ann,  his  wife,  first  day  of  De- 
cember, ie74." 

''Mr.   Andrew  Willett  was  married  unto  Mrs.  Ann  Coddington,  the 

daughter  of  William  Coddington  and  Ann,  his  wife,  dOth  day  of  May, 

1682.*" 

William  Coddington,  Town  Clerk. 


Briggs.— -Ifr.   Editor : — On  page  217,  Vol.  1,  of  your 

magazine,  you  publish  the  following  from  Tiverton  Town 

Records : 

''Briggs,  Deloy,  (possible  Pel3g)of  Ed.  &  Sarah,  b.  Mar.  11,  1603. 
Briggs,  Hannah,  **    "    **      "        b.  Dec.  19,  169a 

Briggs,  Walter,  "    **    "     "        b.  Feb.  19,  1701. 

Briggs,  Ellas.  *»    '*    ♦*    •*        b.  Mar,    4,  1703. 

Briggs,  Charles,  **    "    "    ♦*        b.  Feb.  20,  1711," 

A  transcript  of  the  Tiverton   records  sent  me  by  Mr, 

George  N.  Durfee,  clerk  a  few  yeara  ago,  reads  as  follows  : 

''Briggs,  Edward,  of  John  and  Hannah,  b.  19.  Feb.  1718. 
Briggs,  Deborah,  of  Edward  and  Sarah,  b.  11.  Mar.  1093. 
Briggs,  Hannah,  of  "        "        *'         b.  19.  Dec.  1698. 

Briggs,  Walter,    of  "        *'        *•         b.  19.  Feb.  1701. 

Briggs,  Josiah,     of         "        *•        '  b.    4.  Mar.  1703. 

Briggs,  Charies,  of  *•        "        '*         b.  28.  Feb.  1711." 

Deborah,  Hannah,  Walter,  Josiah  and  Charles,  with 
Sarah,  their  mother,  are  mentioned  in  the  will  of  their 
father,  Edward,  proved  June  2,  1718,  which  is  recorded  in 
books,  fol.  429,  Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  records.  The  children 
are  further  mentioned  in  the  will  of  their  mother,  Sarah, 
proved  May  6, 1751 ;  book  1,  page  272,  Tiveiton,  R.  I., 
records.  I  write  this  as  you  may  have  unwittingly  pub- 
lished an  error.  Samuel  Brigqs, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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Paine- Grinnell. — In  the  laat  number  of  your  maga- 
zine you  give  the  will  of  Anthony  Paine.  I  think  it 
would  interest  your  readers  to  have  the  facts  about  the 
"former  covenant'*  alluded  to  by  Anthony  Paine.  In 
brief,  it  was  this : — Nov.  10,  1643,  Anthony  Paine  and 
Rose  Grinnell,  widow  of  Matthew  Grinnell,  made  pre- 
nuptial  agreement.  She  deeded  to  her  three  sons,  Mat- 
thew, Thomas  and  Daniel  Grinnell,  "two  sheeder  goata 
apiece,"  and  to  her  son  Matthew,  a  cow  also.  The  goata 
were  to  abide  in  the  hands  of  Anthony  Paine  for  three 
years,  and  the  milk  to  be  his,  but  the  increase  was  to  be- 
long to  her  three  sons.  It  was  also  agreed  between  An- 
thony Paine  and  Rose,  that  after  their  marriage,  upon  the 
death  of  either  of  them,  the  property  of  the  one  deceased 
should  go  to  the  children  of  that  person.  Rose  having  four 
children  and  Anthony  Paine  three.  It  may  be  further 
said  that  Rose  Grinnell's  son  Daniel  (born  1641)  married 
Maiy  Wodell,  daughter  of  William  Wodell,  and  had, 
with  others,  Richard,  born  1675,  who  married  Patience 
Amory,  whose  son  Daniel,  born  1721,  married  Grace 
Palmer,  and  had  Cornelius,  born  1758,  who  has  a  son 
still  living,  viz. :  the  venerable  Joseph  Grinnell,  of  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  In  a  former  number  of  your  magazine 
you  inadvertently  gave  children  of  Richard  GhrinnelU  by 
wife  Grace  Palmer,  when  you  should  have  said  that  Grace 
Palmer  was  wife  of  Daniel  Grinnell.  Richard's  wife  was- 
Patience  Amory.  J.  O.  Austin. 


The  Descendants  of  Capt.  John  Boutin. — Capt. 
John  Boutin,  of  Newport,  was,  in  1751,  in  command  of 
the  sloop  Jupiter,  owned  by  Gideon  Cornell,  of  Newport,. 
R.  I.  In  1742  or  1743,  Capt.  Boutin  was  naturalized  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  having  been  "a  subject  of  the  French 
King."  The  tradition  amoi  g  his  descendants  is,  that  he 
was  a  son  of  Dea.  Stephen  Boutineau,  of  Boston.     Per- 
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haps  some  of  the  Boston  readei-s  of  this  magazine  can 
confirm  the  tradition.  Capt.  Boutin  married  Margaret, 
dau.  of  John  and  Ann  (Laney)  Hastings  of  Newport. 
The  date  of  his  death  is  unknown  ;  his  widow  died  Sept.. 
80,  1800,  aged  82  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  common 
ground,  Newport,  R.  I.     Their  children  were  : 

I.  Mary,  born  Newport,  R.  L,  1747,  died  Dec.  10, 1799^ 

married  James  Atkinson,  Sept.  26,  1776. 

II.  John,  died  May  22,  1835.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
sea  captain  in  the  employ  of  Gov.  Joseph  Wanton.. 
Later  in  life  he  settled  in  Jefferson  Co.,  Ga.,  where 
he  died  and  was  buried.  His  wife  was  Frances  Barc- 
lay ;  she  died  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  March  6, 1846.  A 
few  years  ago,  a  former  slave  of  Capt.  Boutin  was 
living  in  Baltimore,  from  whom  was  obtained  much 
information  relative  to  Capt.  Boutin,  Jr, 

III.  Susannah,  born  1755,  died  Baltimore,  Md.,  1815, 
married  Warren  Lisle,  son  of  John  and  Penelope 
(Lisle)  NicoU,  of  Newport,  R.  I. 

IV.  Sarah,  born  1766,  died  New  York  city,  Sept.  5, 
1822,  married  John,  son  of  John  and  Penelope  (Lisle)^ 
Nicoll  of  Newport,  July  14,  1774.  John  NicoU,  Sr. 
and  his  sons  Warren  and  John,  Jr.,  were  prominent 
Loyalists,  and  left  Newport  with  the  British  in  1779; 
John,  Jr.,  was  lost  at  sea  soon  affer,  while  on  a  voy- 
age to  England.  Sarah  married  2d,  Judge  Sylvester 
Robinson  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I. 

V.  Ann,  born  1758,  died,  unmarried,  Newport,  R.  I.» 
Sept.  26.  1819. 

It  would   be  interestyig  to  know  something   more  of 
Capt.  John  Boutin,  Sr.  R.  H.  Tillby. 


Some  Interesting  Depositions. — Among  my  notes  I 
have  a  number  of  interesting  depositions,  which  many 
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liimes  have  been  of  great  service  in  establishing  facts  not 
otherwise  obtainable.     I  give  a  few  : 

Elizabkth  Chasr,  of  Prudence,  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  of 
Jawful  age,  on  oath  deposeth  and  »aith,  that  in  the  year  1754,  she  moved 
into  the  house  at  Portsmouth  where  Mr.  John  Lawton,  then  of  Ports- 
mouth, moved  out  of,  and  at  the  time  this  deponent  moved  into  the 
said  house  there  was  left  in  it  by  Mrs.  Mary  Langworthy,  widow,  now 
-deceased,  one  small  trunlc  with  ribbons,  one  low  case  of  drawers,  and 
other  articles.  This  deponent  further  saith,  that  either  the  lat- 
ter end  of  December,  1757,  or  else  in  the  beginning  of  January,  1758, 
'before  the  decease  of  the  aforesaid  Mary  Langworthy,  Hannah,  the  wife 
•of  John  Slocum,  of  Middletown,  came  to  the  deponent's  house  and 
took  away  the  above  named  articles.''  Signed  ''Elizabeth  Chase,"  and 
sworn  to  **befoie  Walter  Cornell,  at  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  July  25,  1758." 

The  above  deposition  and  the  one  following,  are  taken 
from  the  suit  at  law  *'John  Lawton  of  Portsmouth  vs. 
Lawrence  Langworthy,  of  Newport,  and  Mary,  his  wife," 
in  1759.  Evidence  i^  introduced  showing  that  Mary  Lang- 
worthy was  mother  of  John  Lawton  and  mother-in-law  of 
•Samuel  Rogers  of  Purtsmouth. 

**Middletown,  Jan.  20,  1759.  I,  the  subscriber  Mary  Roobrs,  do 
acknowledge  that  I  have  received  my  full  part  or  proportion  of  the 
clothing  given  me  by  my  aunt,  Mary  Lawton,  and  left  in  the  care  of  my 
-grandmother,  Mary  Langworthy;  and  I  do  hereby  quitclaim  and  forever 
debar  myself  or  any  other  person,  claiming  from,  by  or  under  me,  or 
mine,  from  any  further  right  in  the  same,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal 
■aforesaid."    Signed  in  the  presence  of  William  Bailey  and  John  Barker. 

The  following  will,  perhaps,  be  of  value  to  those  inter- 
ested in  the  Sanford  and  Willit  families 


((• 


'The  deposition  of  Ann  Willit,  of  North  Kingstown,  in  Kings  county, 
in  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  <&c.,  aged  about  seventy-eight  years,  and 
4}eing  engaged  according  to  law,  testifieth  and  vaith,  that  she  well  re- 
members that  Mary  Sanford,  the  first  wife  of  Col,  Peleg  Sanford,  and 
daughter  of  Mr.  William  Brenton,  departed  this  life  sometime  before  the 
said  William  Brenton,  without  issue,  fof  that  her  last  child  dying  some 
few  days  before  her  and  was  buried  with  her,  and  after  the  death  of 
said  Mary,  the  said  Col.  Sanford  married  this  deponent's  sister,  Mary 
Coddlngton,  by  whom  he  had  four  daughters  and  three  sons,  William 
•Sanford,  late  of  Newport,  gent.,  being  the  youngest,  who  married  Mrs. 
<3^rissel  Siilvester,  by  whom  the  said  William  Sanf*  rd  had  three  daugh- 
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"ten,  viz. :  Mary,  Margaret  and  Grissell.    Taken  upon  oath  In  North 
JUngstown  the  17th  day  of  March,  1740.'' 

The   following  deposition  of  Francis  Brinley  presents 
^ome  facts  relative  to  himself  and  Mr.  Coddington : 

''Francis  Brinley,  aged  eiglity  years  and  upwards,  testifleth  and  saith, 

that  he  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  Road  Island  for  upwards  of  sixty- 

'.three  years,  and  he  never  knew  or  heard  of  any  privaledge  or  liberty  for 

one  neighbour  to  goe  over  another  man's  land  at  his  will  and  pleasure 

to  hunt  Dear,  kill  fowls,  Ac,  but  on  the  contrary,  Mr.  William  Cod- 

Kington,  d^'ceased,   would  not  permit    or  suffer  any  persons  to  hunt 

Dear  in  the  neck  where  lie  dwelt  at  New  Lodge,  without  leave  from 

•himself.    Signed  Newport,  R.  I.,  Sept  9,  1714." 

Among   my  notes  I  find  many  other  depositions  which 

^re  of  interest,  and  which  I  will  contribute  for  tlie  next 

aiumber  of  the  magazine.  R.  H.  Tilley. 


Will  of  George  Hazzard,  South  Kingstown,  R.  I., 
1746. — George  Hazzard,  of  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  in  his 
will  made  Oct.  27,  1746,  gives  to  his  wife  Mary  '*the  lib- 
•erty  of  two  rooms,  which  she  may  chuse  in  any  of  my 
-dwelling  houses,  during  her  widowhood,  and  also  two 
"beds  and  furniture  during  her  natural  life,  and  to  be  at 
lier  disposal  any  time  which  she  shall  chuse ;  also  the  least 
Tound  table  and  a  dozen  of  chains;  also  three  laige  pew- 
ter platters  and  a  dozen  of  pewter  plates,  and  four  pewter 
basins,  which  she  may  chuse  :  and  half  a  dozen  of  silver 
:8poons  during  her  widowhood,  one  large  pair  of  hand- 
irons  and  fire-shovel,  and  tongs,  three  iion  pots  which  she 
may  chuse,  four  milch  cows  to  be  kept  for  her  winter  and 
^summer  by  my  executor  at  his  own  cost  ami  charge ;  also 
-a  negro  woman  named  Peg,  free  and  clear;  and  firewood 
430  much  as  she  ma}'  have  occasion  of,  to  be  cut  and  carted 
for  her  to  her  door  where  she  may  dwell,  yearly,  and  every 
year,  by  my  executor,  during  her  widowhood ;  also  a  fat 
tieat  beast  and  three  hogs  to  be  fatted,  killed  and  dressed 
for   her  yearly  and  every  year  during  her  widowhood,  by 
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my  executor;  and  a  good  gentle  riding  beast,  saddle  and 
bridle,  and  kept  for  her ;  and  also  the  use  of  a  silver 
tankard  during  her  widowhood,  and  then  to  be  given  ta 
my  daughter,  Mary  Hazzard  ;  also  four  silver  porringera 
during  her  widowhood,  and  then  to  be  given  to  my 
daughters  Mary  Hazzard  and  Susannah  Hazzard,  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them ;  also  twenty  bushels  of 
Indian  corn,  and  a  barrel  of  flour,  yearly,  during  her  wid- 
owhood ;  also  a  high  case  of  drawers ;  also  one  acre  of 
ground,  where  she  may  chuse  it,  to  be  kept  fenced  and 
plowed  for  her;  and  an  hundred  weight  of  sugar  j'early  ; 
and  sixty  pounds  of  sheeps  wool  yearly  ;  and  her  choice 
of  two  chests.  All  the  above  bequests  and  gifts  to  be  ta 
her  and  her  assigns  forever,  except  the  silver  and  those 
that  are  to  be  performed  yearly,  these  only  during  her 
widowhood,  and  are  to  be  in  lieu  of  her  thirds." 

To  his  son,  Benjamin  Hazzard,  he  gives  "all  my  right 
of  land  situate,  lying  and  being  in  North  Kingstown,  con- 
taining four  hundred  acres,  bounded  Uasterly  partly  on 
the  country  road  and  partly  on  land  of  Jeremiah  Haz- 
zard ;  Southerly  on  land  of  Samuel  Watson  and  partly  on 
land  ot  Ezekiel  Gardner  and  othei*s  of  ye  Gardners; 
Westerly  on  land  of  the  Gardnei-s ;  and  Northerly  partly 
on  a  lot  of  land  that  formerly  belonged  to  my  mother-in- 
law,  Mary  Wickcom,  deceased,  and  partly  on  land  of  Jer- 
emiah Hazzard ;  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever." 

To  his  son,  Simeon  Hazzard,  he  gives  *'a  lot  of  land  ly- 
ing in  Boston  Neck,  in  South  Kingstown,  at  the  pier,  with 
half  the  pier,  half  the  warehouse  and  half  the  boat  and 
landing,  according  as  it  is  set  forth  and  described  in  a  deed 
of  sale  from  my  l)rother  Jonathan  Hazzard,  deceased,  ta 
myself,  bearing  date,  reference  thereunto  being  had ;  and 
my  negro  man  Olford.  I  also  give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
son   Simeon,   the   sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  current 
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money  of  N.  E.»  with  all  my  silver  except  what  was  given 
to  Enoch  Hazzard  and  Thomas  Hazzard  by  their  grand- 
mother, Mary  Wickcom,  deceased." 

To  his  son,  George  Hazzard,  he  gives  "all  my  land  in 
Little  Point  Judith  Neck,  so-called,  bounded  as  followeth, 
viz :  Easterly  on  the  naiTOw  river,  so-called ;  Southerly  on 
land  of  William  Robinson  ;  WtiSterly,  partly  on  land  of 
William  Robinson  and  partly  on  the  cove;  Northerly^ 
partly  on  the  cove  and  partly  on  the  naiTow  river,  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  thirty  acres;  also  a  negro  boy 
named  Jonney,  and  my  desk  in  the  bedroom  below  stairs." 

To  his  son,  Enoch  Hazzard,  he  gives  '*a  lot  or  parcell 
of  land  lying  in  Boston  Neck,  in  South  Kingstown, 
bounded  Easterly  on  the  sea ;  Southerly^  partly  on  the  sea 
and  partly  on  the  narrow  river ;  Westerly  on  said  narrow 
river;  Northerly  on  land  given  to  Thomas  Hazzard  by  his 
father's  will,  containing  two  hundred  and  nine  acres;  and 
a  negro  boy  named  Guddy,  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever,  when  he  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years." 

To  his  son,  Thomas  Hazzakd,  he  gives  "the  remaining 
part  of  my  homestead  farm  in  Boston  Neck,  in  South 
Kingstown,  containing  two  hundred  acres,  bounded  East^ 
erly  on  the  sea;  Southerly  on  the  two  hundred  and  nine 
acre  lot  given  to  Enoch  Hazzard  by  his  father's  last  will ; 
Westerly  on  Pettyquamscutt  river ;  and  Northerly  on  land 
of  Robert  Hazzard.  I  also  give  my  said  son  Thomas  all 
my  deer,  the  clock  in  the  great  room,  and  a  round  table, 
and  a  great  glass  in  the  great  room,  to  him,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  when  he  shall  arrive  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years." 

To  his  daughter,  Mary  Hazzard,  he  gives  "the  sum  of 
iour  hundred  pounds,  also  a  bed  and  furniture  ;  a  negro 
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girl  named  Jenny,  and  a  riding  beast,  a  saddle  and  bridler 
and  the  guilded  glass  in  the  westward  chamber.*' 

"To  my  daughter,  Susannah  HazzArd,  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  pounds;  also  a  bed  and  furniture;  a  negro  girl 
named  Hester ;  a  riding  beast  and  bridle,  to  her  heirs  and 
assigns  forever  when  she  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years,  or  day  of  marriage,  which  shall  happen  first." 
He  further  provides  that  "all  other  of  my  household  stuff 
not.  already  given  away  by  this  will,  my  will  is  that  it 
shall  be  equally  divided  among  my  seven  children.  I  also- 
give  unto  my  beloved  son,  Benjamin  Hazzard,  all  my 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  and  all  other  things  of 
what  kind  or  quality  soever,  not  before  given  away  by 
this  will,  and  to  have  the  profits  of  all  my  lands  that  is 
given  to  my  sons  that  are  under  age,  until  they  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  And  my  will  is  and  I  da 
hereby  order  and  appoint  mj'  farm  situate  in  South  Kings- 
town, containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  bounded 
Easterly  on  the  country  road ;  Southerly^  partly  on  the 
meeting  house  lot  and  partly  on  the  country  road  ;  West- 
erly on  land  of  Jeremiah  Niles ;  and  Northerly  on  land  of 
Robert  Hazzard  of  Boston  Neck,  to  be  sold  by  my  execu- 
tor, to  make,  seal  and  execute  unto  any  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers, good  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance  in  fee  simple,. 
And  my  will  is  that  my  executor  bring  up  the  children 
until  they  shall  come  of  age,  out  of  the  profits  of  my  es- 
tate, and  the  children  to  be  brought  to  good  common 
learning,  that  is,  to  read,  write  and  cypher  well.  And 
my  will  is,  and  I  would  have  it  understood  as  my  mind, 
that  the  gifts  and  bequests  given  unto  my  son  Benjamin 
Hazzard,  viz :  the  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  and  the 
hundred  and  fifty  acre  farm  ordered  to  be  sold,  as  above, 
are  to  pay  m)'  just  debts  and  legacies."  Appoints  his  son 
Benjamin  Hazzard,  Executor.     Witnesses — Robert  Haz- 
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zard,   Thomas  Hazzard  (son  of  Robert),  and  John  Han- 
son.    Proved,  South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  Jan.  12,  1747. 


Ward. — At  the  March  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Newport  County,  R.  I.,  March,  1719,  Richard  Ward,  son 
of  Thomas  and  Amy,  brings  suit  of  trespass  to  recover 
land  belonging,  in  which  testimony  is  introduced  showing 
that  the  will  of  Thomas  Ward  was  made  June,  1683;. 
that  he  died  in  the  year  A.  D.,  1689 ;  that  Richard  Ward, 
son  of  Thomas  and  Amy  his  wife,  was  born  April  1&, 
1689 ;  that  Mary  Ward,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Amy, 
was  born  Nov.  8, 1679  ;  that  Thomas  Ward,  son  of  Thom- 
as and  Amy,  was  born  May  20,  1683 ;  that  Sion  Arnold, 
son  of  Benedict,  married  Mary  Ward,  daughter  of  Thomas, 
Feb.  7, 1700. 


WiLii  OF  Eunice  Petell,  Newport,  R.  I.,  1753.— 
In  looking  over  the  papers  of  the  Newport  Historical 
Society  I  found  a  copy  of  the  will  of  Eunice  Petell,. 
widow  of  John,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  made  May  14,  1763». 
and  proved  August  6,  1753.  She  mentions  land  ^^at  the 
North  End"  in  the  town  of  Boston,  which  she  sold  to 
Thomas  Newman  of  Boston  on  the  9th  day  of  April,  1750,. 
but  which  had  not  been  paid  for  at  the  making  of  the 
will.  She  provides  that  the  sum  received  for  the  land 
above  named,  shall  be  divided  among  ^^my  late  husband*^ 
relations,  Susanna  Stevens,  Martha  Petell,  and  all  the 
children  of  Andrew  Nichols  of  South  Kingstown,  in  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island  as  they  shall  come  of  age,"  on 
condition  that  they  quitclaim  a  certain  lot  of  land  in  New- 
port to  her  sisters  children,  Benjamin  Chamberlin  Bunker, 
Martha  ^^"g  »"d  Jonathan  Bunker.  The  lot  in  Newport 
above  mentioned  had  been  purchased  by  her  husband^ 
John  Petell,  of  George  Bliss.  To  her  aunt,  Mary  An- 
thony, she  gives  the  sum  of  ten  pounds.    To  her  cousin^ 
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Sarah  Anthony,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  and  a  like  sum  to 
her  aunt,  Preserved  Monday.  To  her  cousin,  Martha 
King  she  bequeathed  all  her  ^'wearing  apparrell.'*  To 
John  Nichols,  son  of  Andrew,  "all  my  husband's  wearing 
apparrell,  to  be  put  in  some  safe  hands  for  him  till  he  is 
of  age."  She  appoints  James  Sheffield  of  Newport  execu- 
tor. In  a  codicil  datfed  June  27,  1763,  she  appoints  "my 
^ood  friend  Thomas  Moflfatt  of  Newport,  physician,  to  be 
one  of  my  executors,"  and  bequeaths  to  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Newman  of  Boston,  her  "cabinet."  The  will  is 
witnessed  by  Josiah  Sydney,  Katharine  Gardner  and 
Mary  Aylesworth.  The  codicil  by  George  Wright  and 
Dorothy  Lyon. 

R.  H.  TiLLBY. 


Will  op  Jonathan  Barney,  Newport,  1706. — The 
will  of  Jonathan  Barney  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  made  Sept.  19, 
1706,  proved  Dec.  2,  1706,  provides  that  four  lots  of  his 
land  in  Newport  be  sold  and  "ye  money  laid  out  by  my 
wife  for  and  towards  ye  bringing  up  of  my  children,"  and 
his  land  in  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  if  need  be,  may  be  sold  for 
the  same  purpose.  The  balance  of  his  property  he  divides 
between  his  wife  Sarah  Barney,  whom  he  appoints  execu- 
trix, and  his  children,  Benjamin,  Jonathan,  Jacob  and 
Sarah  Barney,  the  last  three  under  age.  Witnesses, 
Nathaniel  Coddington,  Israel  Barney  and  Sarah  Clark. 


Bailey. — The  interesting  will  of  John  Bailey,  given  in 
full  in  the  April  (1883)  number  of  the  Newport  His- 
torical Magazine,  has  suggested  the  idea  that  a  few 
more  items  concerning  John  Bailey's  family  may  be  of  in- 
terest. 

William  Bailey,!  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  bought,  June  14, 
1655,  land  of  Gabriel   Hicks,  which  was  bounded  partly 
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by  the  sea,  &c.  March  5,  1656,  he  and  Gabriel  Hicks  sold 
Joshua  Coggeshall,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  21  acres  of  land 
in  Newport.  In  the  last  deed  he  is  called  "William  Bai- 
ley, Sr." 

William  Bailey^  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  (William^).  All 
that  is  found  of  this  ancestor  is  the  fact  that  he  had  died 
previous  to  1676,  leaving  a  widow  Grace,  who  married  for 
her  2d  husband,  Thomas  Lawton  of  Portsmouth,  she  being 
his  2d  wife.  The  only  child  who  is  mentioned  by  name 
is  John,  though  there  were  others  living  in  1677,  as  will 
be  seen. 

John  Bailby^  of  Portsmouth  and  Newport,  R.  I.  (^Wil- 
iiam},  William^  ).  April  20,  1677  he  leased  dwelling 
house,  land  and  orchard  of  Thomas  Lawton  at  Portsmouth, 
and  agreed  to  pay  therefor  £10  per  year  to  his  mother, 
Grace  Lawton,  and  £S  to  Elizabeth  Sherman,  a  married 
daughter  of  Thomas  Lawton.  The  agreement  to  hold 
until  the  death  of  Grace  Lawton,  or  until  she  changed  her 
name  from  Lawton.  On  the  same  date  John  Bailey  gave 
a  bond  to  Thomas  Lawton  for  £80,  the  obligation  being 
that  he,  the  said  John  Bailey,  should  pay  X-14  in  such 
specie  as  is  mentioned  in  a  will  or  bond  made  by  the  Town 
Council  of  Portsmouth  for  and  in  behalf  of  Grace  Bailey, 
widow,  and  relict  unto  William  Bailey,  and  their  children, 
and  John  Bailey  agrees  to  fulfill  t1ie  terms  of  the  instru- 
ment after  the  death  of  his  mother,  Grace.  His  will  is 
dated  May  8, 1734,  and  proved  Feb.  2,  1736.  This  will  of 
John  Bailey  has  already  appeared  in  this  magazine.  The 
children  of  John  Bailey  were  : 

I.  William*,  b.  1684,  mar.  Jan.  30,  1707,  Dorothy  Graves. 

II.  John*,  b. ,  mar.  1st,  Jan.  4,  1710,  Lydia  Coe ; 

2d,  Feb.  16, 1727,*Hannah  King. 

III.  Thomas*,  b.  1690,  mar.  July  10, 1712,  Mary  Wood. 
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IV.  Abigail*,  b.  1693,   mar.  Wm.  Weeden,  son  of  Jere- 

miah and  Mary  (Clarke)  Weeden.    She  died  Mar. 
6, 1774. 

V.  SamuelS  b. ,  mar.  March  18,  1727,  Alice  Bur- 

rington. 

VI.  Mary*, ,  mar.  Jabez  Reynolds. 

VII.  Ruth*,  b. ,  mar. Walsworth. 

VIII.  A  dau.  b.  ,  married  Daniel  Sabear. 

William  Bailey*,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  (  Williafn^ 
William\   John?    He   was  born   1684,   married  Jan.  80, 
1707,  Dorothy  Graves,  of  John  and   Martha    (Mitton) 
Graves.     He   died    February  17,   1780.     His   v^rife,  bom 
1684,  died  Nov.  26,  1771.     Children  : 

I.  William^  born  December  6, 1707. 

II.  Lydia^  born  1709. 

III.  Sarah\  born  June  80,'  1710. 

IV.  Priscilla^  born  January  19,  1712. 

V.  Samuel^  born  September  12,  1718. 

VI.  Abigail,  born  Nov.  20,  1717. 

VII.  John^  born  March  27, 1720. 

VIII.  Elizabeth^  born  May  8,  1722. 

IX.  George^  born  Jane  22, 1725. 

X.  Ruth^  born  August  8,  1727. 

John  Bailey*,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  {William^^  WiU 
liam^,  John^)^  was  twice  married.  1st,  Jan.  4,  1710,  to 
Lydia  Coe,  of  John  and  Sarah  (Pabodie)  Coe.  2d,  Feb. 
16,  1727,  to  Hannah  King.     Children  by  first  wife  : 

I.  Joseph^  born  October  29,  1710. 

II.  John^  born  April  18,  1712. 

III.  Jo8eph^  born  September  22,  1714. 

IV.  Gideon^  born  1716. 
By  2d  wife : 

V.  Benjamin'*,  born . 

Thomas  Bailey^,  of   Little  Compton,  R.  I.      (TTf^ 
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l%am\  William?^  Johv?).  He  was  born  1690 ;  married 
July  10,  1712,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Wood.    He  died  Feb.  4, 1741.    Children  : 

L    John^  born  June  16,  1713. 

II.  Thoma8^  born  March  1,  1715. 

III.  Constant^  born  April  10,  1717. 

IV.  Jo8eph^  born  November  2,  1719. 

V.  Oliver",  born  September  25,  1721. 

VI.  Barzilla^  bom  October  20,  1724. 

VII.  James",  born  Ajpril  12,  1728. 

VIII.  William",  bom  March  12,  1730. 

IX.  Lemuel*  born  June  22,  1732. 

X.  Mary*,  born  October  14,  1733. 

Samuel  BAILEY^  of  Newport  and  Middletown,  R.  I. 
(^WiUtam}^  Williani^^  John^^.  He  married,  March  13, 
1727,  Alice  Burrington,  of  William,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I. 
He  died  Nov.  23,  1759.     She  died  1790.     Children  : 

I.  Sarah",  born  February  14,  1728. 

II.  William^  born  January  14,  1730. 

III.  John»,  born  June  7,  1733. 

IV.  Samuer,  born  Feb.  20, 1734. 
V-      Ruth^  born  May  24,  1789. 

Besides  the  line  of  Baileys  given  above,  there  were 
other  Baileys,  early  of  Newport,  whose  relation  to  the 
foregoing  has  not  been  ascertained,  viz : 

Joseph  Bailey  had  a  daughter  Sarah,  whose  marriage 
to  Samuel  Dunn,  of  Richard,  was  recorded  at  Newport, 
Oct.  16,  1702. 

Stephen  Bailey  died  at  Newport,  Oct.  17, 1724,  in 
his  60th  year.  His  wife  Susannah  died  April  25, 1723, 
in  her  Slst  .year.  Both  were  buried  in  the  Newport 
Cemetery. 

Thomas  Bailey  married  January  20,  1719,  Margaret 
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Wrightington  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Ward)  Widght- 
ington.    The  children  of  this  marriage  were 

I.  Elizabeth^  born  January  17,  1721. 

II.  Susanna^  born  July  26,  1727. 

III.  Richard^  born  June  25,  1732. 

IV.  Rebecca^  born  August  26,  1740. 

Richard  Bailey  of  Newport  was  prominent  in  early 
Colonial  times,  but  whether  he  had  a  family  or  not  has 
not  come  to  the  writer's  knowledge. 

J.  O.  Austin. 


The  following  communication  appeared  in  the  Newport 
Mercury  of  June  25,  1786: 

"Messieurs  Printers  : — As  it  has  been  propagated,  that 
there  was  no  spinning  done  in  this  city,  I  beg  through  the 
channel  of  your  useful  paper,  to  inform  the  public  that 
there  was  spun  the  last  year,  in  one  family,  Two  Hun- 
dred Yards  of  Cloth  ;  and  that  said  family  still  keep 
three  wheels  going,  an  example  worth)'  tlie  imitation  of 
every  lady  of  sensibility  and  industry.  I  am  a  well-wisher 
to  all  matters  of  the  above  kind,  and  a  friend  to  industry, 
&c. 

Newport,  24th  June,  1786.  A.   B." 


In  1757  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  passed 
an  act  providing  that  a  fine  of  XIO,  old  tenor,  should  be 
imposed  upon  every  member  of  the  Assembly  who  should 
absent  himself  on  the  first  day  appointed  for  the  opening 
of  the  General  Assembly,  unless  he  should  be  able  to  make 
a  satisfactory  excuse  for  his  absence. 


An  account  taken  of  the  number  of  houses  in  Newport, 
in  1761,  shows  that  there  were  838  dwellings  and  439 
warehouses  and  other  buildings. 


•  NEWPORT  TOWN  RECORDS. 


MARRIAGES. 

Sawdey  Mary  to  Jonathan  Rogers,  of  Tho's, 

June  18,  1701 

Slocumb  Giles  to  Mary ,  Nov.  23,    1704 

Sanford    Elizabeth    to    James  Noyce,   of 

Stonington,  recorded  Septem'r,  1705 

Stanton  Henry  of  John  &  Mery,  to  Mary 

Hull  of  Joshua,  May   22,  1707 

Spencer ,  East  Green wicli  to  Eliza- 
beth Coggeshall,  July   — ,    1708 

Sherman  Issac,  Portsmouth,  to  Mary  God- 
frey, of  John  and  Sarah,  Nov.  — ,  1709 

Sands  Sarah  N.,  Sh[oreham]  ?  to  Tedeman  [10  or  11 

Hull,  Jamestown,  Mch    — ,   1709 

Smith  Peleg  —  ,  to   Mrs.  Jemima 

Lord,  Nov'r  8,   1711 

Screech ,  Jamestown,  to  Mra.  Sarah 

,  Dec'r    4,   1712 

Smith  Edward  to  Elizabeth  Tew,  of  Maj. 

Henry,  Sept'r  17,  1712 

Sanford    William  | M'ch    1     1714 

Sylvester  Grizzel  J  '  •' 

Sheffield  James ,  to  Catherine  Chap- 
man, May     1,    1714 

Swan  William  to  Ann  GiflFord, r ,  June   26,  1716 

Sanford  William  to  Experience  Bull,  July   28,   1717 

Sabin  Jonathan  to  Elizabeth  Millard,  M'ch  25,  1718 

Sanford  Joseph  to  Lydia  Odlin,  Feb.  8,  1721-2 
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Sauford   Capt.   Francis    to   Mrs.    Abigail 

Odlin,  Aug.   20,   1724 

Slocum  of  Joseph,  of  Giles,  late  of  New-  J 

port,  to  Patience  Carr,  of  Caleb,  of   J  Sept.27,1724 
James,  at  Samuel  Dyer's,  ) 

Smith   Elizabeth   to  George  Hall,   Ports- 
mouth, M'ch  25,  1725 
Sanford  Sarah  to  Joshua  Paul,  M'ch  31,  1726 

Smith  Sarah  to  William  Read,  Freetown, 26,  1727 

Shrieve,  William,  Portsmouth,  to  Elizabeth 

,  Nov.  — ,  1728 

Sherman  Robert  to  Katherine  Taylor,  Dec'r  4,  1729 
Smith  Mary  to  [William  Turner]  ?  Nov'r  — ,  1780 
Smith  Edward  to  Elizabeth  Rogers,  Nov'r  9,  1782 
Slocum  Ann  to  Isaac  Gould,  Feb.  26, 1732-8 
Sherman  Grizzel  to  Benjamin  Clarke,  Nov'r  3,  1734 
Sherman  Isaac  to  Martha  Hookey,  Sept'r  2,  1736 
Snell  Job  to  Martha  Hewatson,  — ,  1786 

Smith  Daniel! i  Jan.  6,  1737-8 

btacy  Mary     \  ( 

Sanford  Elizabeth  to  James  Gardner,  Jan.  19, 1737-8 

Sanford  Mary  to  Isaac  Brayton,  Feb.  12,1737-8 

Sweet  Sarah  to  Joseph  Harris,  June  15,   1738 

Stevens  Robert  to  AustisEIizab*hWignall,  Sept.  21,  1738 

Springer  Ann  to  Peter  Vroom  Martinier,  Oct.    12,  1738 

Sylvester  Joseph  to  Mary  Whipple,  Oct'r  15,  1738 

Shelley  Ann  to  Jonathan  Chace,  Jr.,  June  — ,  1739 

SmithWilliam  to  Ruth  Borden,  Nov'r  1,   1789 

Southwick  Hannah  to  William  Jeffries,        22,   1739 

Soutnwick  Mary  to  William  West,  8,    1739 

Seabury  Hannah  to  Elisha  Johnston,  16,  1739 

Salsbury  William,  Swanzey,    to    Hannah 

Maxwell,  29,  1789 

Smith  William  to  Ann  Borden,  1,   1739 

Smith  Hannah  to  James  Rogers,  — ,  1739 
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Spooner  Elizabeth  to , ,   1740 

Sullivan  Michael  to  Elizabeth  High,  March  19, 1740 

Stanton  Elizabeth  to  Robert  Taylor,  May  27,  1740 

Scott  John  to  Ann  Chase,  July  20,  1740 

Savin  Elizabeth  to  Samuel  Maryott,  Feb.  21, 1740-1 

Sheffield  Sarah  to  James  Tucker,  April    5,  1741 

Smith  Henry  to  Rachel  Peabody,  April  26,  1741 

Sherman  William  to  Mary  Wilbor,  Sept'r  6,  1741 

Sisson  James  to  Freelove  Fish,  Nov'r  12,  17 

Stevens  William  to  Ann ,  — ,  1741 

Sherman  Peleg  to  Phebe  Thurston,  Jan'y   6,   1742* 

Spencer  James  to ,  March  10, 1742 

Spooner  Thomas  to  Rebecca  Paddock,  June  10,  1742 
Sweet  Jonathan  to  Phebe  Phillips,  Aug.  12,  1742 

Swan  Richard  to  Rachel  Allen  Phillips,  Aug  21,  1742 
Sanford  Elizabeth  to  William  Buirouirhs,  Sept.  16,  1742 
Sherburn  Benjamin  to  Elizabeth  Gardner.  Sept.5,  [1742?] 
Swan  Alexander  to  Elizabeth  Piiraan,  Nov.24,[1742?] 
Slocuni   Alice  of  Holder,   Durtraouth,   to 

Job  Almy,  Jr., 
Sowle  Henry  to  Barbara  Cottrell, 

Sanford ,  to  Joseph  Bailey, 

Savery  William  to  Elizabeth  Ashbrook, 
Simpson  Mary  to  Elisha  Luther, 
Smith  Abiofail  to  Joseph  Turner, 
Stoddard  William  to  Mary  Wanton, 
Stevenson  Henry  to  Mary  Kirby, 
Stevens  John  to  Elizabeth  Smith, 
Simpson  Elizabeth  to  Thomas  Jones, 
Spenney,  Zebulon  to  Mary  Eddy, 
Sheffield  Ruth  to  Seth  Harvey, 
Smith  George  to  Sarah  Talley, 
Stockman  Jacob  to  Ann  Wilbor, 
Sanford  Elizabeth  to  Barzillai  Bailey, 
Scales  Mary  to  Joseph  Rider, 
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Samuels  Thomas  to  Martha  Davis,  M'ch  22,1748-9 

Stainer  George  to  Elizabeth  Davis,  April  20,  174ft 

Stanley  Thomas  to  Mary  Cooper,  June  23,  1749 

Stevens  Mercy  to Price,  ,  1760 

Stanton,  Elizabeth  to  Job  Greenman,  May  24,   1760 

Smith  George  to  Elizabeth  Miller,  July    6,    1760 

Sabin  Lydia  to  John  Mullenox,  Dec.  23,  1750 

Sabin  Catherine  to  John  Nichols,  Dec.   23,  1760 

Smith-  Hannah  to  Ebenezer  Davenport, ,  1751 

Sisson  Sarah  to  John  Davis,*  May   16,    1761 

Stewart  Gilbert  to  Elizabeth  Anthony,  May   23,    1751 

Sanford  Joseph  to  Esther  Fleet,  Sept.  18,  1751 
Simmons  Remembrance  to  Sarah  Anthony,  Sept.  20,  1751 

Southwick  Ruth  to  Henry  Brightman,  [Dec]?  26,1751 

Stan Elizabeth  to  Samuel  Greene,  M'ch  19,  1752 

Spencer  Amy  to  Peter  Bosworth  Mar.31,[1752]? 

Smith  Abij]fail  to  Nathaniel ,  June   7,    1752 

Simpson  Frances  to  John  Hyer,  — ,  1763 

Simmons  Edwaid  to  Mary  Robinson, ,  1758 

Steward  James  to  Mary  Brattle,  — ,  1753- 

Stoneman,  John  to  Judith  Langford,  Sept.  17,  1753 

Sanford  Bathsheba  to  Arthur  Davis,  Oct'r    4,    1753 

Sheffield  Ruth  to  Thomas ,  Oct'r  11,  1758 

Shephard  Wing  to  Lydia  Yates,  Nov.  15,   1753 
Smith    Lucretia,    Middletown,    to    Daniel 

Wightnmn   Hookey,  Dec.   16,   1758 

Scott  Mary  to  John  Arnold  Hammond,  June    6,    1754 

Sylvester  Joseph  to  Mercy  Davenport,  June   10,  1754 

Strange  Jacob  to  Elizabeth  Winslow,  July     9,    1754 

Sheen  Elinor  to  Richard  Partelow,  Oct.   20,    1754 

Stacey  Eunice  to  Isaac  Cowdrey,  Oct.  30,    1764 

Sim John  to  Susanna  Clarke,  Nov.  13,   1754 

Sweet  Bridget  to  George  Tew,  Nov.   17,  1754 

Sweet  Sarah  to  John  Gill,  Dec.   12,  1764 

Sears  Martha  to  Israel  Chapman,  Dec.   23,   1764 
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Sweeting  Nathaniel  j ^^^  20, 1755 

Sanford  Lydia  (  ' 

Swan  Ann  to  John  Johnson,  May  15,   1755 

Souder  Nathaniel  to  Mary  Jackson,  Oct'r   9,   1765 

Sherman  Charles  to  Sarah  Gibbs,  Nov.  21,   1755 

Scranton    Mehitable  to  Edward  Chapman,  Nov.   25,  1755 

Sherman  Levi  to  Zilpah  Cole,  Dec.  24,   1755 

Seabnry  Aaron  toAbigail  Westgate,  Mar.  18,  1756 

Stoddard  Robert  to  Mary  Pease,  Oct.   18,   175& 

Sisson  Gideon  to  Mary  Read,  Feb.   10,   1757 

Styles  Ezra  to  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  Feb.   10,    1757 

Scott  Nathaniel  to  Sarah  Wiles,  April  3,    1757 

Smith  John  to  Eliphal  Arnold,                 •  June   30,  1767 

Scott  Francis  to  Elizabeth ,  Sept.    &,   1757 

Simpson  Richard  to  Mary  Topham,  Oct.   14,   

Seabury  John  to  Elizabeth  Henshaw, ,  [1758  or  9  ? 

Simpson  Martha  to  Benjamin  Baker,  Jan.    28,    175^ 

Shearman  Rebecca  to  Thomas  Rogers,  June    9,   1759 

Shearman  John  to  Ann  Lyon,  June  17,  1759 

Sheffield  Joseph  to  Elizabeth  Claggett,  June   21,  175& 

Sanford  Hannah  to  Joseph  Phillips,  June  28,  1759 

Stacey  Martha  to  Jacob  Young,  Aug.   5,    1759 

Sabin  Ann  to  John  Jepp,  Aug.    9,    1751> 

Sims  Joseph  to  Mary  Ann  Curts.  Dec.  19,    1759 

Stanhope  Abigail  to  Edw'd  Irwin,  Boston,  Dtc.  80,    1759 

Spooner  Sarah  to  James  Pitman,  — ,  

Sabin  Jane  to  Paul  Braidson,  Jan'y  17,  1760 

Sabin  Ann  to  Alexander  Gillis,  Jan'y  27,  1760 

Stonal ,  to  Robert  Leonard,  Feb.   21,    1760 

Spooner  Benjamin  to  Sarah  Hunt,  M'ch  26,  1760 

Sanford  Martha  to  Rev.  Gardner  Thurston,  May   25,   175& 

Spencer  William  to  Sarah  Case,  Sept.   11,  1760 

Shrieve  Daniel  to  Mary  Green,  Oct'r  1,   1760. 

Smith  Hannah,  Bristol,  to  George  Guy,  Oct'r  23.  1760 

Sims  William  to  Mary  Way,  Jan'y   1,  1761 


Jirmpart  Tjmm  Bt  9rds, 


'^.p*  <,in  j>  LiikK  Hosrell. 

JanV   9.   i;«l 

•?it.fc-i  Z;Mh«di  CO  Joseph  AiLtbjnr. 

Mth   IL  IT«1 

SiS-fei^  AJW*^  >tu7  Hr,:;;_r^    -. 

Mch  15.  1T61 

>^wiiw  -tftam  a  Jtfras&it  Birk.rr. 

Nch  *i,  1I«1 

^au,.-ua  MiMTpxj  ij  J*Ti«9  Ttliiij. 

AftC  19.  IT«1 

>H-;'^  Z-'an  aj  J'juich  Hjli  e-^. 

M4T   — .  1T«1 

>ii,ai  Siunaer  53  M,ir.btth  Hats,,*. 

>I»   1<.  I7S1 

^itwiioti  Joiio  ( 

Jin.    7.   17«1 

SuJin  JIurv      , 

SiOitt  Marr  3J  Dttalcl  Ma»;k::i  :■:*- j_ 

Ak.   «.    1761 

:^<U(v:i  Jaoiufr  u  K^ibiTts,;  Edaioads. 

XiTr  li.  17S1 

Suitti  A:iii  w  Sii,ii,t,el  Yo;ia,£. 

^.  ri76ij? 

Suitii  -JoNsta  5J  Al'i^piil  Ct.in;!i. 

J»n  V  f  1.  I7«» 

<4yC!,^  Btcjaru  s.'  Elijawca  Cizr. 

±«.[1T«]» 

St'v,vii-;r  Oharlft-  :o  Matt  G*n:-er, 

.[1762]? 

Skw;^  Joiia  :i>  A>;^:ii;  . 

.tl7«]? 

S.viS  M.t-v  :,'  Jvari  O'.diiai. 

April  27.  1762 

:ikuuti  H.tiiitaii  ri.'  J^sit^  R^^iri. 

Mvi«Lri762]? 

S^-*'H  K-J>h  :o  Jcaa  Toaia:,. 

Jilv   21.  1762 

:S^vv'iK';'  fc;;:jalv;h  w  K^vv.-t  rv-.".m 

\,t.-.   26.  1762 

Sp:.7.[1762]? 

S.,>v,  tvi,;i.,  •,  :■  Ai:».:  J .-^a^ 

•>::.    IT.    1762 

Si.->-.,.-  v..  >  •..•  tV>_-  Riri,-. 

•>;;.21.ri762]? 

v,,i.,i,.:,  V .  >  :.■  W;  ;-aa  K-i,r. 

.>::»>.[1762]? 

N»,.;.  ^;;>l,-.,:   :o  M^ry  K.irt. 

X.I.  14.   1762 

Sjo.;  ,  M..i:,..  :o  Joiv  Claris. 

.   

S{,v*vf>o;  SAiua,,-;  :v>  Mi.-v  A^^J-'I-i.     

— .  C17«  to  iJ  ? 

!i...:i;i    l'li;:iv,  M.iiV-owi.  1 

S,„i;!i    !v*;«!i.  N?*jv.-t.        I 

— .  1763 

Sh,i>iv;.<  iNj.i!.^,;':o  U«ti»  FUibia. 

MiT    1.    176S 

Simvh  JoSu  (V  S*n»K  Hox'>, 

MiT  2S.  1763 

SMntv>i\l  Jv,«*E'l>  :o  M.trv  Olirse, 

Jane  IS.  1763 

S^K'mvi  VVjis  to  Jo6u  > 

June  2l.>.  17S3 

SihAU  iy.'iio  W  KIU»lv£h  AUtfU. 

Juo«  21.  17a 
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Smith  Elizabeth  to  John ,  July   12,  1763 

Stanton  Katharine  to  John  Kilburn,  July   — ,  1763 

Sturgis  Mercy  to  Samuel  McAlpine,  Sept.  19,  1763 

Sawdey  Mary  to  Lemuel  Wetherell,  Sept.  29,  1763 

Slocum  Mary  to  Oliver  Greenbarge,  Oct'r  13,  1763 

Sayer  Abigail  to  William  Potter,  Feb  y   7,  1764 

Stockford  John  to  Elizabeth  Pang,  April  29,  1764 

Sisson  Bathsheba  to  William  Ross,  June    3,    1764 

Stevens  Martha  to  Job  Bissell,  June  26,  1764 

•Senter  Ruth  to  Benoni  Tripp,  July    26,    1764 

Sowle  Gideon  to  Abigail  White,  Aug.    6,    1764 

Scott  Thomas  to  Elizabeth ,  Aug.    6,    1764 

Spencer  Daniel  to  Ann  Easton,  Sept.  18,  17G4 

Shrieve  Elizabeth  to  Thomas  Loudon,  Sept.  30,  1764 

"Simpkins  Mary  to  William  Chandler,  Nov.    8,    1764 

Sears  George  to  Abigail  Hall,  Jan'y    2,   1765 

Sheldon  Mary  to  Benjamin  Phillips,  M'ch  24,  1765 

Sherman  Mary  to  Oliver  Read,  April  -8,  1765 

Sherman  Rebecca  to  Joshua  Hunt,  June   7,    1765 

Saundei*s  Freelove  to  Abraham  Renisen,  July    2,     1765 

Searing  Abigail,  of  Ja's,  to  Rob't  Elliott,  July    21,  1765 

Shaw  Anthony  to  Remembrance  Goddard,  July  25,    1765 

Southwick  M'tha  to  Jos.  Davaljuo,  D'rtm'th,  Aug.  16, 1765 

Simkins  George  to  Mary  A  Id  ridge,  Aug.  25,  1765 

Southwick  Mary  to  John  Tripp  Giero,  Oct'r    3,    1765 

Stacey  Joshua  to  Mary  Grey,  Oct'r  27,  1765 

Scranton  Mercy  to  William  Hammond,        Nov'r  19, 

Steward  Mary  to  Penis  Luther,  Jan'y  9,    1766 

Shrieve  John,  /  t  i      qa    -i^cta 

^,    .          A       '  > ,  July    80,  li66 

Shrieve  Ann,  J                            '  j        ' 

Southwick  Jeremiah,  to  )  t  i     on    -inact 

Sheffield  Elizabeth,         \  -^"'^  ^0,  1766 

Shrieve  Hannah  to  Richard  Baley,  Sept'r  7,  1776 

Sanford  Honoria  to  Wilkins  Treby,  OctV  15,  1766 

Sylvester  Christopher  to  Abigail  Holt,  Nov'r   6,  1766 
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Stanton  Lydia  to  Daniel  Beebe^  April  26,  1767 

Sims  Robert  to  Ruth  Phillips,  June    4,    1767 

Stanton  John  to  Mary  Weathers,  June    4,    176T 

Shoul  Robert  to  Mary  Goulder,  July    5,    1767 

Southwick  Elizabeth  to  Peter  Wilkey,        Oct'r  — ,  1767 
Stacey  Thomas,  of  Thomas,  to  Sarah  Jar- 

sey,  of  John,  Oct'r  22, 1768 

Smith  Daniel  to  Ann  Davis,  widow  of  May 

Davis,  dau.  of  Preserved  Fish,  Jan'y   5,  1769 

Sinkins  Elizabeth  to  John  Langley,  April    6,  1769 

Sheffield  Aaron  to  Miss  Ruth  Nichols,  June    4,  1769 

Southwick   Solomon    to   Ann    Carpenter, 

widow,  June  20,  1769 

Stevens  to  Jacob  Harman,  Phila.,     Nov.     9,  1772 

Sheffield  Capt.  Aaron  to  Miss  Mary  Nichols,  June  26,  1774 
Stoddard  Rachel  to  Walter  Nichols,  Oct.  5,    1775 

Shrieves  Sarah,  of  Daniel,  to  John  Maxon, 

of  Elder  John,  July  19,  1783- 

Slocum  Benjamin,  to  Elizabeth  Coggeshall,  Aug.  24,  178H- 
Slocum  Peleg  to  Hannah  Stoddard,  Aug.  28,  1788^ 

Sheldon  Daniel  to  Deborah  Bailey,  Nov.  28,  1784 

Shaw  Rebecca  to  Robert  Potter,  Jr„  May     8,  1785- 

Snow,    Joseph,    Providence,    to    Rebecca 

Downing.  July  17,  1785 

Sprague  Judith  to  James  Helmes,  Dec.  30,  1787 

Sinkins  Mary  to  Thomas  Tilley,  Sept.    7,  1788 

Spooner  Abigail  to  Clark  Bliss,  Dec.  13,  1789 

San  ford  Mary  Ann  of  Joseph  to  John  Til- 

linghast  of  Pardon,  May  27,  1791 

Spear  James  to  Sarah  Peterson,  Jnly     8,  1792. 

Shaw  Benjamin  to  Elizabeth  Forester,  Feb.     2,  1798 

Seymour  Emanuel  to  Rebecca  Hudson,         July  26,  1796 
Sanford    Elizabeth,  Dighton   to  Jeremiah 

Hunt,  Sept.  22,  1799 

Sharpe  Elizabeth  to  Valentine  Vaughan, 
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Shaw  Anthony  to  Wait  Perry,  Portsmouth, , 

Stanhope  Ralph  to Moss,  Nov.  19,  


Spencer    Nicholas  to  |  n        17      

Savin   Elizabeth,         }  ^^^'  ^'' 

Simpson  Richard  to  Mary  Topham,  Oct.   14,  

Squire  Nathaniel,  Conn.,  to  Ann  ,      Oct.     3,  

Sabin  Joseph to  Mary  Chapman, ,  

Sylvester    Mary,    Sheter   I.,    to    Thomas 

Deering,  Boston,  Sept.    9,  17 — 

Shaw  Mary  to  Charles  Davenport,  Jan.    21,  

Silliman  Gold  Seliek  to  Hepsa  Ely,  at  Hun- 
tington, Ct.,  Sept.  17,  1801 

Shaw    William,   of  Anthony,   to    Susanna 

White,  of  Noah,  Dec.  27,  1801 

Swan  Richard  to  Elizabeth  Brown,  N.  K.,   Oct.   29,  1803 

Stevens  John,  of  John,   to  Susanna  Bright- 
man,  of  John,  Portsmouth,  Apr,    29,  1807 

Sprague   Sally  to  Rev.  Bela  Jacobs,  Som- 
erset, Feb.     7,  1810 

Sherman  Patience  to  David  Melville,  4th,    March  4,  1812 

Spencer  Samuel,  Exeter,  to  Martha  Burdick,  Nov.  5,  1813 

Sprague  Jordan  to  Rebecca  Durl'ee,  Aug.  14,  1814 

Sweet    Marcy,     of  Thomas,   Warwick,    to 

Thomas  R.  Tilley,  of  Thomas,  Nov.     3,  1817 

Sullivan  Thomas  to  Jane  Lovett,  at  Dromid 

Parish,  Waterville,  Co.,  Kerry,  Ireland, ,  1820 

Sherman  Mary  to  Samuel  Burroughs,  Sept.  15,  1822 

Sherman  Sarah  L.,  of  William,  to  Daniel  C. 

Denham,  of  Daniel,  May     2,  1824 

Stanhope  Ruth,  of  Wm.,  to  Jos.  C.  Lawton,  May  17,  1829 

Swan  Elizabeth,  of  Richard,  to  Job  A.  Peck- 
ham,  of  Daniel,  July  18,  1830 

Sisson  Robert  C.  to  Mary  Ann  Anthony,  of 

Peckham,  Oct.   31,  1830 

Smith  Ann  to  James  Clarke,  Jan.     9,  1881 
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Sherman  Isaac  W.  to  Emily  D.  Irish, 
Stiicey  John  J.  to  Jane  Friend, 
Stacey  Eliza  to  John  Whitehouse, 
Spencer  Micah  W.  to  Sarah  Ann  Eddy, 
Sarjeant  Fanny  of  Thomas,  Phila.,  to  Chris- 
topher Grant  Perry,  of  Oliver  H. 
and  Elizabeth, 

Sherman  Jonathan  to  Elizabeth  Anthony, 
Simmons  Philip  to  Abby  B.  Richardson, 
Solasger  Mi-s.  Abby  to  Ebenezer  Partelow, 
Smyley,  Capt.  Wm.  S.,  N.  Y.,  to  Eveline  J. 
ChaflFee, 

Spencer  Lydia,  of  Abiel,  to  Alexander  Wil- 
liams of  Robert, 
V  -Sherman  Robert,  2d,  to  Susan  B.  Rowland, 
Shaw  Elizabeth  A.  to  Nat'l  Fales,  Taunton, 
Stowei*s  Harriet  S.  to  Steven  P.  Dodge, 
Smith  George  to  Sarah  Chappell, 
Smith  George,  Prov.,  to  Betsey  M.  Locke, 
Sweet  Pel  eg  G.  to  Catharine  E.  Briggs, 
Sisson  Elenore  R.  to  Samuel  A.  Parker, 
Stewart  Sumner  M.,  to  Harriet  Knowles, 
S[)Ooner  Caroline  to  Benjamin  Brown. 
Shortbridge  Jane  to  Henry  Ferguson, Prov., 
Stedman  William  M.,  Boston,  to  Elizabeth 
Bowen  Brown, 

Sherman  Albert  to  Sarah  C.  Marble, 
Shaw  Hannah  to  John  Pearson, 
Sherman  Eliza  B.  to  Arnold  L.  Young, 
Stanton,  William  R.  to  Mary  M.  Bell, 
Sherman  Thomas  to  Ruth  Rider  Norman, 
Short   Mary   A.,  Wickford,  to  Joseph  B. 
Freeborn, 

Simmons  Phebe  R.,  to  William  Barber, 


Mar. 

4. 

1832 

Feb. 

3, 

183S 

Feb. 

3, 

1833 

Sept. 

5, 

183ft 

May 

31, 

183a 

Nov. 

7, 

1838 

Jan. 

17, 

1839 

Jan. 

81. 

1839 

Mar.  29 


April 

183» 

July 

1. 

18.S9 

July 

6, 

1839 

Aug. 

1, 

1839 

Aug. 

1, 

1839 

Sept. 

29, 

1839 

Jan. 

5, 

1840 

Mar. 

16, 

1840 

May 

14, 

1840 

Mitr. 

4, 

1841 

Mar. 

16, 

1841 

April  14, 

1841 

Sept. 

2, 

1841 

Sept. 

6, 

1841 

Nov. 

1. 

1841 

Nov. 

25, 

1841 

Mar. 

8, 

1842 

April 

14, 

1842 

April 

24, 

1842 
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Slocum  Laura  A.  to  David  Walker,  New 

London,  May  15,  1842 

Spencer  Mary,  of  Abiel,  to  Joshua  A.  Wil- 
liams, July  28,  1842 

Sherman  Jerome,  Providence,  to  Eliza  D. 

Gatewood,  Oct.   12,  1842 

Smith  John,  Penn.,  to Banks,  Feb.  — ,  184S 

Sisson  William  to  Phebe  A.  Esleek,  Aug.  14,  1843 

SeixasMary  R.  to  Thomas  Church,  Nov.  — ,  184S 

Simpson  Susan  to  William  Young,  Jr.,         Nov.  19,  1843 

Smith  Pardon  to Holt,  of  J.  Easton,  Dec.   26,  1843 

Sharpe  Sarah  C.  to  Henry  H.  Young,  Jan.      8,  1844 

Salisbury  Mary  Ann  W.  to  Isaac  T.  WiU 

cox.  Fall  River,  Jan.   21,  1844 

Swazey  Jerothmel  to  )  j^^    28,  1844 

Sterne   Louiza,  {  ^ 

Stevens  Caroline  to  James  Riley,  April  17,  1844 

Shaw  Georgiana,  of  George  C,  to  James 

A.  Darling,  Smithfield,  April  30,  1844 

Saundei*s  William  to  Mary  Jane  Bones,        July     1,  1844 

Stevens  Anna  E.,  of  Joseph  G.,  to  Henry 

E.  Turner,  of  James  V.,  July  18,  1844 

Scott  John  to  Jane   Pattison,  Sept.    2,  1844 

Stevens  Susan  to  George  Burroughs,  Oct.   24,  1844 

Stevens  Benjamin  H.  to  Frances  C.  Weaver,  Oct.  2,  1845 
Stevens  Hannah  D.  to  Samuel  A.  Parker,  Oct.  16,  1845 
Silvey  Francis  to  Elizabeth  Dell,  Nov.  20,  1845 

Sitterly  Eliza  to  George  W.  Gibson,  May  24,  1846 

Sowin  Calvin  H.  to  Margaret  T.  B.  Conner,*Aug.  9.  1846 
Simmons  Edward  to  Eliza  Weeden,  Aug.    9,  1846 

Spooner  Julia  E.,  of  Truman,  to  Jeffrey 

Gardner,  Dec.  18,  1846 

Sherman  Mary  E.  to  Benjamin  Marsh,  8d,  Dec.  13,  184& 
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Sweet  Almira,  of  Oliver  and  Saraji  Ann,  to 

George  M.  Hazard  of  Mumford  and 

Sarah,  Feb.     1,  1847 

Stoddard  Mary  to  John  Hargreaves,  June  14,  1847 

Stoddard  Mercy  B.  to  j  g  5    ^^^ 

Saunders  George  r.  b.    )  r         -> 

Slocum  Catharine  R.  to  Cyrus  H.  Peckham,  March  6,  1848 

Sherman  Elijah,  3d,  to  Phebe  B.  Freeborn 

of  George,  May     7,  1848 

Slocum  Mary  J.,  of  Gardner,  to  Anthony 

J.  Carpenter,  Aug.  18,  1848 

Stacey  Sarah  E.,  to  William  J.  Norman,  Aug.  23,  1848 
Stoddard  Thomas  to  Deborah  Ann  Potter, 

of  T.  J.,  Sept.  21,  1848 

Stevens  William,  3d,  to  Jane  F.  Hudson,  Feb.  11,  1849 
Simmons  Harriet  to  William  Bailey  Bates,  April  1,  1849 
Sharpe  Jane  R.  to  Wm.  Allen,  of  John  J.,  June  14,  1849 
Simpson  Ellen  G.,  to  Henry  P.  Williams, 

Taunton,  Sept.    9,  1849 

Shaw  Ebenezer  H.  to  Susan  D.  Coombs, 

Middleboro,  Feb.  15,  1850 

Smith  Philip  B.  to  Patience  H.  Barker,  Mar.  15,  1851 
Sullivan  John  to  Joanna  Dunn,  June  16,  1851 


»  I  ^  ■>  » 


"At  the  late  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  John 
Jencks,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the  town  of 
Providence,  and  whose  fortune  is  among  the  first  in  New 
England,  appears  in  an  elegant  suit  of  homespun  clothes — 
an  example  highly  worthy  of  imitation." — Abstract  Nevh 
port  Herald^  Jianuary  15^  1789. 


<  I  ^»  ■ »  » 


The  Jewish  Synagogue,  on  Touro  street,  Newport,  was 
dedicated  December  2,  1763.  There  were  at  this  time 
over  sixty  families  of  Jews  in  Newport,  among  them  many 
merchants  of  great  wealth  and  enterprise. 


RULES    AND   ORDERS    OF    THE    FELLOWSHIP 

CLUB. 


ORGANIZED,  NEWPORT,  R.  I.,  DEC.  5,  1762. 


|HE  Fellowship  Club,  now  known  as  the  ''Marine  So- 
ciety," of  Newport,  is  one  of  the  oldest  chartered  As- 
sociations of  Rhode  Island,  it  having  been  organized  Dec. 
5,  1752,  and  chartered  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island,  June  15,  1754.  In  June,  1785,  the  name  of  the 
society  was  changed  to  the  Murine  Society. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Fellowship  Club,  held  at 
the  Black  Horse  Inn  (near  what  is  now  Bowen's  wharf), 
on  the  12th  of  December,  1752,  Benjamin  Wickham  was 
elected  Moderator  and  Treasurer,  and  Charles  Bardine, 
Secretary. 

We  are  indebted  to  Walter  Nichols,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  for  a  copy  of  the  Rules  and  orders  of  the  Fellow- 
ship Club,  adopted  at  its  organization  in  1752. 

RULES   AND   ORDERS. 

Whereas  the  intent  and  design  of  this  club  or  society, 
and  of  the  several  members  belonging  to  it,  is  to  promote 
the  interest  of  each  other  in  all  things  in  their  power,  and 
to  consult  and  resolve  upon  such  matters  and  things  from 
time  to  time,  as  may  be  serviceable  to  the  society,  and  to 
encourage  suitable  persons  to  become  members  thereof, 
as  well  as  to  relieve  such  members  of  this  society,  who  by 
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misfortunes  and  losses  shall  become  proper  objects,  accord- 
ing to  the  ability  of  the  box, 

W  heiefore, 

I.  That  the  members  of  this  society  shall  consist  of 
such  persons  only,  who  now  are,  or  have  been,  commanders 
of  vessels ;  and  that  no  pei*sons  shall  be  admitted  as 
membere,  but  such  as  shall  be  appi*oved  of  by  the  majority 
of  the  company. 

II.  That  the  membera  of  this  society,  or  so  many  of 
them  as  shall  be  at  home,  and  not  hindered  by  sickness, 
shall  meet  at  the  sign  of  the  Black  Horse^  or  such  other 
Public  House  in  Newport  as  the  societj'  shall  agree  on, 
the  fii'st  Tuesday  in  every  month,  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon. 

III.  That  each  member  shall  pay  into  the  box  for  the 
use  of  the  club,  five  shillings  sterling,  at  the  time  of  his 
entry,  and  six  pence  ^tevVmg^  monthl}',  during  such  time  as 
he  shall  belong  to  the  society  ;  which  monthly  payments 
are  not  to  be  expended  at  any  time  by  the  society,  but  re- 
main as  a  stock  in  the  box  for  the  intents  and  purposes 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

IV.  That  each  and  every  member  of  this  society  (in 
case  of  the  decease  of  any  member  or  members  thereof  at 
Newport)  shall,  on  timely  notice  being  given  to  each  of 
them  from  the  Secretary,  by  a  porter  to  be  employed  by 
said  Secretary  for  that  purpose,  attend  the  funeral  of  such 
deceased  member  or  members ;  and  that  each  and  every 
member  neglecting  to  attend,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  the 
succeeding  night's  meeting,  one  shilling  sterling,  for  the 
use  of  the  box;  and  the  charge  of  such  porter  be  paid  by 
the  society. 

V.  That  any  member  of  this  society  who  shall  swear 
by,  or  blasptieme  the  name  of  Almighty  God,  shall  for 
such  his  offence,  pay  to  the  box  six  pence  sterling. 
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VI.  That  any  member  who  shall  absent  himself  from 
meeting  the  club,  once  every  month  as  aforesaid,  and  it 
be  known  to  the  company  that  he  was  in  town,  he  shall 
pay  six  pence  sterling. 

VII.  That  no  member  or  members  of  this  society  shall 
be  entitled  to  any  relief  out  of  the  box,  until  he  has  be- 
longed to  the  society  for  the  space  of  six  months,  and 
paid  six  pence  sterling  into  the  box  monthly  as  aforesaid. 

VIII.  That  the  Moderator  and  all  other  officers  of 
this  society  shall  be  chosen  the  first  Tuesday  in  January ; 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  Moderator,  at  the  lists  being 
called  over,  the  eldest  member  of  the  society  that  shall 
then  be  present,  shall  be  Moderator  for  that  night ;  and 
all  motions  and  complaints  shall  be  made  to  him  accord- 
ingly- 

IX.  That  no   member:*  of  this  society  shall    at  their 

monthly  meetings  play,  or  promote  the  playing,  of  any 
cards,  dice,  or  other  gaming  whatsoever,  as  *tis  probable 
the  same  may  be  of  damage  to  themselves,  or  some  other 
of  the  society,  who  may  be  engaged  in  play. 

X.  That  the  said  society  shall  and  will  avoid  all  quar- 
rels, fighting,  challenging  each  other  to  fight,  and  all 
needless  contentious  and  debates  that  may  tend  to  create 
any  fighting  or  quarreling,  or  to  disturb  the  good  order, 
peace,  friendship,  and  love  that  each  member  shall  and 
ought  to  bear  to  the  other ;  and  in  case  any  two  or  more 
of  the  society  shall  happen  to  quarrel,  or  begin  a  quarrel 
or  dispute,  they  shall  immediately  be  put  out  of  the  com- 
pany for  that  meeting,  in  order  to  avoid  making  the  rest 
of  the  company  uneasy,  or  encouraging  them  to  enter  into 
a  general  quarrel. 

XT.  If  any  member  of  this  society  shall  commit  any 
notorious  cume,  either  by  being  a  common  drunkard,  a 
quarrelsome  or  troublesome  person,  disturbing  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  the   society,  or  any  other  vice,  he  shall 
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be  discharged  from  the  society,  by  vote  of  the  major  part 
of  the  company,  and  he  shall  be  excluded  from  any  bene- 
fit in  the  box,  unless  he  shall  be  reclaimed ;  and  in  such 
case,  he  may  be  admitted  into  the  society  again. 

XII.  That  every  member  who  shall  become  a  proper 
object  to  be  relieved  out  of  the  box,  shall  apply  himself  to 
the  society,  at  their  monthly  meeting,  in  writing,  and  set 
forth  the  nature  of  his  case,  and  the  company  shall  have 
time  till  the  next  meeting  to  consider  of  it ;  and  then,  if 
the  company  are  agreed  that  he  ought  to  be  relieved  out 
of  the  box,  he  shall  immediately  be  paid  so  much  as  the 
company  shall  vote  him. 

XIII.  That  such  member  or  members  as  shall  go  a 
voyage  to  sea,  and  shall  return  successful,  without  being 
cast  away,  taken  by  the  enemy,  or  meeting  with  any  mis- 
fortune, shall  pay  six  pence  sterling  into  the  box  for  the 
use  of  the  society,  for  each  and  6 very  month  that  he  shall 
have  been  absent ;  but  in  case  .any  member  of  this  society 
shall  happen  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  castawa}',  or  by 
any  other  misfortune  impoverished  and  reduced,  then 
such  member  or  members  shall,  on  his  or  their  arrival  and 
return,  be  excused  from  paying  the  said  six  pence,  month- 
ly, for  the  time  he  has  been  absent,  and  shall  be  relieved 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  misfortune  and  ability  of 
the  box. 

XIV.  That  in  case  any  member  or  membei-s  of  this 
society,  being  a  married  man,  shall  be  taken  by  the  ene- 
my, casftiway,  and  thereby  totally  lost,  or  die  on  shore, 
then  the  said  society  shall  pay  such  money  as  such  mem- 
ber or  membera  shall  have  put  into  the  box,  unto  the 
widow,  child,  or  children  of  such  member  or  members,  if 
the  society  shall  think  them  proper  objects,  and  shall  fur- 
ther relieve  them  according  as  the  box  can  afford. 

XV.  If  any  member  of  this  society   meet   with  any 
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misfortune,  so  as  to  be  reduced  on  shore  by  old  age  or 
sickness,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  such  annual  relief  as  the 
society  shall  think  fit,  after  having  been  a  member  seven 
years,  and  paying  his  dues  to  the  said  society. 

XVI  and  lastly.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  society 
shall  from  time  to  time  keep  a  fair  and  just  account  of  all 
moneys  paid  into  the  box,  and  delivered  out,  and  to  whom 
and  when  ;  and  shall  read  over  these  rules^ud  orders  dis- 
tinctly to  every  new  member  or  membei*s  that  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  society  at  their  fii*st  entering  in,  and  as 
often  at  other  times  as  the  company  shall  think  proper. 
And  as  the  present  number  of  members  do  unanimously 
agree  to  these  rules  and  orders  in  every  respect,  so  tliey 
do  also  agree,  that  they  shall  not  be  altered  or  changed, 
80  as  to  render  them  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  same. 


List  of  Members,  with  Date  of  Admission, 

•     From  1762  to  1850: 

Aborn,  Joseph,  December  4,  1753. 
All,  Abraham,  Jr.,  October  7,  1766. 
Allen,  Joseph,  September  1,  1795. 
Almy,  John  C,  October  8,  1801. 
Allston,  William  M.,  April  5,  1808. 
Arnold,  Joseph,  June  1,  1756. 
Ambrose,  Robert  M.,  January  1,  1793. 
Almy,  Samuel,  April  7,  1801. 
Appleby,  Joshua,  October  4,  1806. 
Almy,  Gideon,  July  2,  1850. 
Bardine,  Charles,  December  12,  1752. 
Bull,  Joseph,  December  12,  1752. 
Borden,  Matthew,  August  7,  1753. 
Braddick,  David  C,  October  2,  1753. 
Burroughs,  James,  September  2,  1760. 
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Bull,  Nathan,  April  2,  1765. 

Brown,  John  (mm  of  Peleg),  November  6,  1771. 

Barker,  Abraham  (honomry),  December  6,  1785. 

Bailey,  Benjamin,  January  4,  1791. 

Bowers,  John  (honorary),  February  4,  1794. 

Burlingimm,  John,  July  7,  1795. 

Brown,  Arthur,  January  3,  1797. 

Burdick,  Isaac,  September  5,  1797. 

Baker,  William,  July  2, 1799. 

Baker,  Joseph,  January  3,  1804. 

Burroughs,  John,  January  3,  1808. 

Brayton,  Israel,  December  12,  1752. 

Bennett,  Christopher,  January  2,  1753. 

Beard,  John,  Septcuber  4,  1753. 

Bissell,  Edward,  August  6,  1754. 

Burdick,  Jonathan,  November  4,  1760. 

Bardine,  William,  Nov.  5,  1766. 

Burrjouglis,  Ezekiel,  January  7,  1784. 

Brownell,  Thomas,  January  5,  1790. 

Bliss,  Thomas,  January  7,  1794. 

Burrill,  Ebenezer,  September  2,  1794, 

Brown,  Samuel,  December  6,  1796. 

Burdick,  James,  August  1,  1797. 

Brownell,  Paull,  Jiilv  3,  179S 

Bowen,  Jonathan,  July  1,  1800. 

Breese,  John  M.,  January  3,  1808. 

Brownell,  Benjamin,  October  4,  1808. 

Barker,  Ricluud,  April  3,  1810. 

Barker,  James,  April  3,  1810. 

Babcock,  Marlborough,  January  4,  1814. 

Brownell,  Thomas,  April  6.  1819. 

Bigley,  John,  January  1,  1822. 

Bigley,  Joshua,  April  4,  1826. 

Bailey,  Samuel  C,  July  7,  1835. 

Boss,  Thomas  L.,  April  5,  1836. 
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Briggs,  Ethan  C,  July  4, 1837. 
Burdick,  James,  July  5, 1842. 
Burdick,  Daniel,  April  4,  1848. 
Burdick,  Geoi-ge,  May  28, 1849. 
Cooper,  Samuel,  December  12, 1752. 
CrosBwell,  George,       "        *'        ** 
Coddington,  John,        "         "         « 
Cahoone,  James,  "        "        " 

Clark,  Benjamin,  "         **         •*" 

Culbei-ston,  John,        "         "         ** 
Collins,  James,  "        '*         " 

Clark,  John,  January  2,  1753. 
<3hapman,  Walter,  August  7,  1753. 
Cozzens,  Matthew,  September  4, 1753. 
Carr,  James,  September  4,  1753. 
Cozzens,  Joseph,  January  1,  1754. 
Chapman,  Edward,  June  4,  1754. 
Cozzens.  Gregor}^  July  2,  1754. 
Carpenter,  Thomas,  December  3, 1754. 
Clark,  Sherman,  Jan.  6,  1756. 
Carr,  Benjamin,  Dec.  5, 1758. 
Coddington,  Francis,  Nov.  6,  1759. 
Clarke,  Peleg,  February  5,  1760. 
Carr,  Robert,  April  1,  1760. 
Clarke,  Audley,  July  7.  1761. 
Clarke,  Jerennah,  November  1,  1763. 
Champlin,  George,  December  4,  1764.    L^ 
Chase,  Burden,  December  1,  1784. 
Cozzens,  Benjamin,  January  4.  1785. 
Chilcott,  Richard,  May  3,  1785. 
Clarke,  Peleg,  Jr.,  June  7, 1785. 
Channing,  John,  August  2,  1785. 
Cahoone,  John,  Jr.,  September  2,  1788. 
Cahoone,  Stephen,  October  5,  1790. 
Champlin,  Uriah  Oliver,  March  4,  1794. 
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Chace,  Samuel,  August  5,  1794. 

Crandall,  Joshua,  Jr.,  October  7,  1794. 

Child.  John  T.,  April  7,  1795. 

Coggeshall,  David  M.,  July  3, 1799. 

Clarke,  Phineas,  April  7,  1801. 

Cozzeiis,  William,  January  6,  1802. 

Carter,  Robert,  April  5,  1802. 

Carpenter,  James,  January  3, 1804. 

Clarke,  Audley,  October  3, 1804. 

Cahoone,  William  H.,  October  4,  1806. 

Clarke,  John,  January  6,  1807. 

Channing,  Walter  (honorary),  April  7,  1807. 

Champlin,  Christopher  (honorary),  April  7,  1807. 

Chase,  James,  January  .7,  1812. 

Cranston,  Henry  Y.  (honorary),  April  4,  1815. 

Callahan,  William,  April  1,  1817. 

Collins,  Cfharles,  October  1,  1822. 

Crooker,  Isaiah,  Jr.,  May  24,  1826. . 

Cook,  Chirles  C,  October  2,  1827. 

Cornell,  Stephen,  April  7,  1829. 

Chapman,  Thomas,  January  3,  1832. 

Cozzens,  Charles,  July  7,  1835. 

Coe,  Enistus  P.,  April  3,  1838. 

Duncan,  James,  December  12,  1752. 

Dyer,  Samuel,  Jr., 

Dennis,  John, 

Dorden,  Peter,  December  12,  1752. 

Drew,  James,  January  7,  1757. 

Duncan,  Daniel,  November  4,  1760. 

Durfee,  Joseph,  November  4,  1766. 

Dunn,  David,  January  3,  1770. 

Dillingham,  Edward,  April  5, 1784. 

Dennis,  Thomas,  December  6,  1785. 

Dockray,  James  R.,  January  1,  1793. 

Dennis,  John,  July  7,  1795. 
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Dennis,  William,  January  1, 1805.  . 

Dean,  Silas  (honorary),  April  7,  1807. 

Dayton,  Benedict,  July  2,  1810. 

Davis,  William,  January  1,  1811. 

Devens,  Charles,  January  7,  1812. 

Dun  well,  John,  January  4,  1820. 

Dennis,  Ayrault  Wanton,  October  3,  1837. 

Draper,  AU>ert,  April  3,  1850. 

Easton,  John,  December  19,  1752. 

Easton,  Peleg,  August  6,  1754. 

Elliott,  Robert,  December  1,  1767. 

Engs,  William,  Jr.,  January  3,  1775. 

EUery,  Christopher,  Jan.  4,  1785. 

Eldred,  John,  January  4,  1785. 

Easton,  Edward,  September  4,  1794. 

Earl,  John,  Jr.,  December  2, 1794. 

Earl,  Jacob  Barney,  January  3,  1804. 

Elam,  Samuel  (hcmorary),  April  7,  1807. 

Easton,  James,  January  1,  1811. 

Eldred,  Peleg,  October  7,  1817. 

Freeborn,  William,  December  12,  1752. 

Fones,  Daniel,  October  2,  1753. 

Farrent,  John,  January  7,  1772. 

Finch,  James,  October  6,  1795. 

Fowler,  Christopher  (honorary),  April  7,  1807. 

Godfrey,  Caleb,  January  2,  1753. 

Godfrey,  William,  July  7, 1761. 

Giinnell,  William,  August  7, 1764. 

Gardner,  William,  Januaiy  1, 1765. 

Gurdner,  Caleb,  January  6,  1767. 

Grinnell,  Zebedee,  August  1,  1769. 

Gardner,  Daniel,  January  5,  1773. 

Giles,  Samuel,  November  1,  1785. 

.Green,  John,  December,  6,  1785. 

Gibbs,  George  (honorary),  February  7,  1786. 
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Grimes,  John,  January  1,  1788. 

Gardner,  William,  April  7,  1789. 

Geoffroy,  Andrew,  January  4,  1792. 

Gardner,  Thoman  Rodman,  January  2,  1798. 

Gorton,  Charles,  January  6,  1807. 

Green,  William  C,  October  4, 1808. 

Gardner,  Edward  C,  December  6,  1810. 

Gardner,  William  C.  (honorary).  April  4, 1815. 

Green,  Pardon  C,  January  4,  1816. 

Gibbs,  William  C.  (honorary),  April  6,  1818. 

Gale,  Levi  H.,  October  4,  1818. 

Gibbs,  George  (honorary),  Jannaiy  6,  1819. 

Greene,  Nathaniel,  January  6,  1824. 

Giiford,  Esek,  October  6,  i840. 

Gardner,  Stephen  A.,  October  4,  1842. 

Gardner,  Robinson  P.,  January  3,  1843. 

Havens,  Peter,  December  12,  1752. 

Hunt,  George,  January  2,  1763. 

Harvey,  Seth,  July  4,  1753. 

Hicks,  Benjamin,  October  2,  1753. 

Hamilton,  Frederick,  April  2,  1760. 

Heiferman,  John,  June  5,  1764. 

Hull,  John,  March  2,  1784. 

Handy,  Charles,  Jr.,  December  7,  1784. 

Howland,  William,  February  2,  1785. 

Helme,  Rowse  J.  (hononM'y),  July  o,  1785. 

Huntington,  Joseph,  October  2,  1792. 

Hull,  Peleg,  February  3,  1795. 

Hudson,  Thomas,  December  6,  1796. 

Hudson,  Henry  J.,  July  2,  1799. 

Howland,  Peregrine,  July  2,  1799. 

Hudson,  Thomas,  Jr.,  July  5,  1803. 

Hudson,  Samuel  G.,  October  8,  1801. 

Hazard,  William,  January  2,  1803. 

Hyatt,  Charles  L.,  January  2,  1803. 
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Holmes,  Silas,  July  7,  1807. 

Hazard,  Benjamin  (honorary),  April  5,  1808. 

Hammond,  Stephen,  November  18,  1811. 

Hadwen,  Benjamin,  November  18,  1811. 

Hammett,  Charles  E.,  January  4,  1825. 

Hammond,  John,  January  5,  1847. 

Jeiferson,  Benjamin,  December  12,  1762. 

Jones,  William,  July  3,  1753. 

James,  John,  June  4,  1754. 

James,  Peter,  June  4,  1754. 

Johnson,  Augustus,  July  2,  1754. 

Jepson,  John,  August  6,  1754. 

Jones,  John,  Au<^ust  6,  1754. 

Johnson,  John,  January  4,  1804. 

Jones,  Thomas,  October  7,  1817. 

James,  Benjamin,  May  24,  1826. 

King,  Mathias,  March  6,  175{5. 

Kinnicut,  Daniel,  January  1,  1754. 

Langworthy,  Andrew,  March  6,  1753. 

Lund,  Jacob,  July  2,  1754. 

Lavigne,  Jolin,  August  6,  1754. 

Ladd,  William,  February  5,  1760. 

Lawton,  Samuel,  January  3,  1775. 

Lawton,  John,  January  7,  1784. 

Langley,  John,  October  4,  1785. 

Lancell,  Charles,  February  7, 1786. 

Landei*s,  Edward,  January  1,  1793. 

Lawton,  Robert,  July  5, 1796. 

Littlefield,  Cornell.  January  1,  1805. 

Lyon,  William,  January  6,  1807. 

Lee,  Rowland,  January  7,  1817. 

Lawton,  Josiah,  April  6,  1819. 

Littlefield,  Augustus  N.,  April  1,  1828. 

Lawton,  James  E.,  October  7, 1834.  ' 

Lawton,  Benjamin  H.,  April  3,  1838. 
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Maudsley,  John,  December  12,  1752. 

Marshall,  Peter,  "  ''      ** 

Molton,  Michael,         "  "       " 

Mitchener,  Abel,  February  6,  1753. 

Millet,  John,  July  4,  1753. 

Mumford,  Richard,  September  4,  1753, 

Malbone,  Solomon,  November  4,  1755, 

M'Cloud,  Rhoderiok,  August  4, 1766. 

Minturn,  William,  July  3,  1774. 

Malbone,  Evan,  Jr..  August  1,  1759. 

Moore,  Charles,  February  4,  1760. 

Munroe,  Daniel,  January  4,  1774. 

Martin,  Lynn,  January  2,  1776. 

Mowat,  George,  October  1,  1776. 

Malbone,  John,  August  2,  1785. 

Masoii,  Daniel,  August  2,  1785. 

Malbone,  Francis,  Auprust  2,  1785. 

Mayberry,  Freeman,  November  4,  1795. 

Murphy,  John,  October  5,  1803. 

Martin,  Simeon,  Jr.,  October  2,  1804. 

Malbone,  William  Tweedy,  January  1,  1805. 

Martin,  Edward,  April  3,  1810. 

Mayberry,  Freeman,  A[>ril  3,  1827. 

Messer,  William,  July  3,  1838. 

Mellville,  Benjamin  S.,  January  1,  1850. 

Northop,  George,  December  12,  1752. 

Nichols,  George,  February  6,  1753. 

Nichols,  William,  June  2,  1754. 

Nichols,  William  (son  of  Jonathan),  August  6, 1754. 

Nixon,  James,  Jr.,  July  4,  1762. 

Norris,  John,  May  3,  1785. 

Northam,  Stephen  T.,  October  6,  1795. 

Newton,  Simon,  April  5,  1803. 

Norris,  William,  April  6,  1819. 

Newton,  Si'uon,  Jr.,  October  2,  1827. 
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Osborn,  Thomas,  January  1,  1754. 

Potter,  Zabdiel,  June  4,  1754. 

Peck,  John,  October  5,  1762. 

Peck,  William  A.,  March  5,  1765. 

Peirce,  Benjamin,  January  6,  1784. 

Peterson,  Edward,  December  1,  1790. 

Perry,  Christopher  Raymond,  September  2,  1794. 

Price,  John,  July  2,  1799. 

Perry,  Jamt^s,  July  1,  1800. 

Phillips,  James  B.,  August  7,  1804. 

Phillips,  Samuel,  January  1,  1805. 

Pearse,  Walter,  January  6, 1808. 

Potter,  Robbinson,  January  3,  1810. 

Perry,  Oliver  Hazzard,  January  4,  1814. 

Perry,  Raymond  H.  J.,  April  5,  1814. 

Perry,  Matthew  C,  April  6,  1814. 

Phillips,  Joseph,  April  6,  1819. 

Potter,  Oliver,  October  3,  1887. 

Price,  William,  January  8,  1848. 

Rodman,  Robert,  December  12,  1752. 

Rodman.  Tln»nnis,  December  12,  1752. 

Rogers,  James,  December  12,  1752, 

Rodman,  Joseph,  September  4,  1753. 

Rogers,  Jonathan,  June  4,  1754. 

Richardson,  Tliomas,  June  4,  1754. 

Rider,  John,  September  3,  1754. 

Rodman,  William,  December  8,  1754. 

Remington,  Thomas,  November  6,  1759. 

Rhodes,  Nehemiah,  January  6,  1761. 

Rogers,  Thomas,  October  7,  1766. 

Rodman,  James,  August  4, 1767. 

Rathbone,  Joshua,  February  3,  1784. 

Read,  Oliver,  March  1,  1785. 

Robinson,  William  C,  January  4,  1791. 

Russel,  Thomas,  December  3, 1793. 
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Read,  William,  February  4,  1794. 
Robinson,  Robert,  December  1,  1795. 
Robins,  Asher  (honorary),  February  5,  1799. 
Rathbone,  Benjainin  H.,  January  S,  1804. 
Rider,  William,  July  6,  1818. 
Rogers,  George  Washington,  October  6,  1818. 
Sargent,  William,  December  12,  1752. 
Stoddard,  Robert,  December  12,  1752. 
Scott,  Joshua  (honorary),  August  7, 1753. 
Steele,  Isaac,  August  7,  1758. 
Sandey,  John,  February  4,  1753. 
Stoddard,  Joshua,  February  5,  1754. 
Stephenson,  Henry,  October  1,  1754. 
Stanton,  Giles,  October  7,  1765. 
Simon,  Peter,  August  6,  1771. 
Shaw,  William,  January  Ji,  1775. 
Sayer,  Benjamin,  January  4,  1785. 
Stanton,  John,  February  7, 1786. 
Slocum,  Pardon  T.,  January  3,  1792. 
Smith,  Jacob,  September  3,  1793. 
Smith,  Benedict,  September  3,  1793. 
Shearman,  George,  January  7,  1794. 
Sheffield,  Aaron,  Jr.,  July  1,  1794. 
Stanton,  John  (son  of  Giles),  November  3,  1795. 
Shearman,  Ebenezer  (son  of  Peleg),  July  1,  1796. 
Slocum,  Samuel,  August  1,  1797. 
Shearman,  George  L.,  July  2,  1799. 
Sayer,  Benjamin,  January  6,  1801. 
Shearman,  AVilliam,  July  6,  1802. 
Shearman,  Benjamin,  July  5,  1808. 
Southard,  Charles,  January  4,  1810. 
Slocum,  John,  July  3,  1810. 
Shove,  Joseph,  December  6,  1810. 
'  Seabury,  William,  January  7,  1817. 
Stanhope,  John  R.,  April  1,  1817. 
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Swinburne,  Thomas,  July  7,  1818. 
Swaiue,  James  C,  October  5,  1824. 
Swasey,  Alexander  G.,  May  24,  18:^6. 
Shove,  Anthony,  April  7,  1829. 
Swasey,  Alexander  G.,  Jr.,  October  2,  1838. 
Shearman,  Joseph,  April  6,  1841. 
Swasey,  William  P.,  December  19,  1860. 
Topham,  Hieophilus,  December,  12,  1762. 
Taggart,  Henry,  December  12,  1762. 
Thurston,  John,  January  12,  1766. 
Taylor,  Jolin,  November  6,  1766. 
Townsend,  John,  September  6,  1758. 
Thurston,  Thomas,  February  8,  1761. 
Tillinghast,  Thomas,  October  6,  1762. 
Taylor,  George,  January  6,  1767. 
Thurston,  John,  Jr.,  December  6, 1767. 
Tew,  Henry,  June  2,  1796. 
Thurston,  John  B.,  July  6,  1796. 
Taylor,  James,  August  1,  1797. 
Topham,  Phillip,  July  2, 1799. 
Topham,  George,  April  1,  1800. 
Tayer,  Edward,  January  6,  1801. 
Tripp,  Joseph  T.,  October  5,  1802. 
Tobey,  Enoch,  October  6,  1803. 
Taggivrt,  Samuel  C,  January  3,  1804. 
Tew,  Henry,  Jr.,  January  6, 1808. 
Tew,  William,  April  5,  1808. 
Taylor,  William  V.,  April  6,  1814. 
Turner,  Daniel.  April  7,  1818. 
Taylor,  Edward  Easton,  January  1,'1828. 
Taylor,  William  Rogei-s,  October  5,  1847. 
Townsend,  Andrew  V.  A.,  October  6,  1847. 
Vilett,  John,  April  7,  1789. 
Vinson,  Samuel  H.,  July  6,  1826. 
Vaughan,  George,  October  4,  1825. 
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Wickham,  Benjamin,  December  12,  1762. 

Wyatt,  William,  "  *'         *' 

Wanton,  Joseph  (son  of  Gideon),  June  5,  1753. 

Wilson,  Joseph,  August  7, 1763. 

Wilcox,  Thomas,  September  4,  1763. 

Wanton,  Edward,  June  4,  1754. 

Wallen,  John,  August  6,  1764. 

Warren,  John,  August  6,  1764. 

Wanton,  William  G.,  December  3, 1754. 

Wanton,  Benjamin,  December  3,  1754. 

Wheatley,  Robert,  October  7,  1755. 

Warner,  Oliver  Ring,  December  5,  1768. 

Wanton,  Peter,  August  7,  1759. 

Wheaton,  John,  October  7,  1700. 

Wilcox,  Daniel,  November  4,  1760. 

Wickham,  Thomas,  October  5,  1762. 

Wickham,  Samuel,  September  3,  1765. 

Watson,  John,  August  6,  1771. 

Wood,  Peleg,  January  4,  1785. 

Webster,  Nicholas,  August  2,  1785. 

Wright,  Benjamin,  August  5, 1788. 

Wall,  Thomas,  January  4,  1791. 

Wood,  William,  January  4,  1792. 

Wood,  Peleg,  Jr.,  September  4,  1792. 

Wood,  John,  June  3,  1794. 

Walker,  Charles,  January  6,  1795. 

Wanton,  John  (son  of  James),  October  6,  1795. 

Woodward,  Ebenezer,  February  2,  1796. 

White,  Thomas,  January  6,  1800. 

Wood,  Elnathan,  July  7,  1807. 

Waite,  Beriah,  July  7,  1807. 

Winslow,  Frederick,  January  7,  1812. 

Williams,  Robert,  January  6,  1813. 

White,  Ebenezer,  July  7,  1818. 

Williams,  William  E.,  April  1,  1823. 

Wood,  Borden,  January  1,  1828. 

Weeden,  David  B.,  July  7,  1846. 


FACILITIES  FOR  TRAVELING   BETWEEN  BOS- 
TON AND  NEWPORT  IN  1720. 


Mr. Editor:  The  following  advertisement  in  ^^TheBos- 
ton  NewB  Leiter^^'  of  April  4, 1720,  shows  the  facilities  for 
traveling  between  Boston  and  Newport  in  the  early  days 
of  the  last  century.  Samuel  A.  Grbbn. 

Boston,  December  1, 1883. 

'These  are  to  give  Kotice  that  the  Stage  Coach  between  Boston  and 
Bristol  Ferry,  for  once  a  Fortnight,  the  Six  ensuing  Months,  Intends  to 
set  out  the  first  turn  from  Boston,  at  Five  o'clock  on  Tuesday  Morning 
the  12th  Currapt,  and  be  at  the  said  Ferry  on  Wednesday  Noon,  where 
those  from  New-Port  may  then  there  arrive,  and  be  brought  hither  on 
Friday  Night.  Such  as  have  a  mind  to  go  for  Bristol  or  Rhode-Island, 
may  agree  with  John  Blake  at  his  house  on  Sudbury-Street,  Boston, 
for  their  passage  to  the  said  Ferry,  at  25s.  each  Person,  with  14  Pounds 
weight  of  carriage,  and  3  d.  for  every  pound  over." 


In  1669  Ralph  Earl,  of  Portsmouth,  kept  the  ferry  at 
Bristol  Ferry,  R.  I.  In  1720  Ralph  Earl,  Jr.,  was  granted 
a  license  to  "retail  strong  liquors"  at  his  "ferry  house  in 
Portsmouth,  over  from  Bristol  Ferry."  At  this  time 
(1720)  the  several  towns  were  allowed  to  grant  licenses 
to  ferrymen  "who  only  sell  small  quantities  to  such  as 
travel  across  the  ferries,  and  have  not  such  custom  as 
other  houses,"  for  any  sum  the  Town  Councils  thought  fit. 
Ferrymen  were  exempt  from  militia  duty.  The  charge 
for  transportation  from  Biistol  Ferry  to  Rhode  Island,  in 
1669,  was,  for  a  single  man,  sixpence.  The  charge 
in  1715  was  for  a  man  and  horse,  eightpence ;  for  a  single 
man,  eightpence ;  if  more  than  one  man,  fourpence  ;  for 
every  neat  beast,  one  shilling.  Chapman. 
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ANCESTORS    OF     HON.     WILLIAM    ELLERY, 
SIGNER    OF    THE    DECLARATION    OF 

INDEPENDENCE. 


CONTRIBUTED  BY  HARRISON   ELLERY,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


(The  figures  before  the  jirincipaU  In  the  following  article,  refer  to  tbe 

diagram  on  page  180.] 


1.  HON.  WILLIAM  ELLERY,  born  Newport,  R.  L, 
December  22,  1727,  died  Newport,  R.  I.,  February  15, 
1820;  married  first,  October  11,  1750,  Ann,  daughter  of 
Hon  Jonathan  Remington  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  She  was. 
born  February  19,  1724,  died  September  7, 1764.  His 
second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  June  28,  1767,  was 
Abigail,  daughter  of  CoL  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  (Wan- 
ton) Carey.  She  was  his  second  cousin,  born  November 
10,  1742,  died  July  27,  1793.  Mr.  Ellery  was  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1747.  Fii-st  entered  mercantile  life 
then  practiced  law.  In  1757  was  naval  oflBcer  of  Rhode 
Island ;  in  1768-9  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas; 
in  1775  was  on  a  committee  to  prepare  instructions  to 
delegates  to  Congress  ;  in  1776  one  of  those  to  draft  an 
address  to  Congress  on  the  inability  of  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island  to  defend  itself.  In  May  1776  he  was 
elected  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  on 
the  following  4th  of  July  affixed  his  name  to  the  im- 
mortal Declaration  of  Independence.  Of  this  body  he 
was  a  valuable  and  influential  member  whose  judgment 
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was  relied  upon,  and  served  on  important  committees. 
In  1785  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  Rhode  Island. 
In  1786  be  was  appointed  by  Congress  Commissioner  of 
the  Continental  Loan  Office  for  Rhode  Island,  and  in  1790 
^General  Washington  made  him  Collector  of  Newport, 
which  office  he  held  till  his  death.  He  was  buried  in  the 
common  ground  at  Newport,  R.  I.  Children  by  first 
wife  : 

I.  Elizabeth,  b.  August  18,  1751 ;  d.  August  30,  1807. 

Married  Hon.  Francis  Dana. 

II.  Lucy,   b.   September   21,   1752;    d.   May   26,   1834. 

Married  Hon.  William  Channing. 

III.  Ann,  b.  April  17,  1765;    d.  September  20,  1834. 

Unmarried. 

IV.  William,  b.  March  2,  1757  ;  d.  September  3, 1769. 

V.  Almy,  b.  February  14, 1759  ;  d.  December  25,  1839. 

Married  Hon.  William  Stedman. 

VI.  William,   b.   October   9,   1761;     d.   May   9,   1836. 

Married  Abigail  Shaw. 

VII.  Edmund   Trowbridge,   b.  November   2,  1763;    d. 
March  13,  1847.     Married  Catharine  Almy. 

Children  by  second  wife : 

VIII.  Abigail,  b.  March  28, 1768 ;  d.  October  14, 1768. 

IX.  John  Wilkins,  b.  May  18,  1770 ;  d.  October  4,  1778. 

X.  Abigail,  b.  February  2,  1772;  d.  September  20,  1772. 

XI.  Ruth  Champlin,  b.  September  4,  1773;  d.  March  31, 

1777. 

XII.  Susan  Kent,  b.  July  11,  1775 ;  d.  April  14, 1828,  unm. 

XIII.  Philadelphia,  b.  November  5,  1776  ;  d.  December 
30,  1856.     Unmarried. 

XIV.  Nathaniel  Carey,  b.  May  13,  1778  ;  d.  October  18, 
1839. 

XV.  Ruth  Champlin,  b.  May  23,  1779;  d.  December  80, 
1779. 
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XVI.  Mehitable  Redwood,  b.  January  4, 1784. 

XVII.  George  Wanton,  b.  December  24,  1789 ;   d.  Jaa- 
uary  26, 1867.     Married  Mary  Goddard. 


2.  HON.  WILLIAM  ELLERY,  born  Bristol,  R.  L^ 
October  31,  1701 ;  died  Newport,  R.  I.,  March  15, 1764. 
Married  January  8, 1722,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Col.  Job 
and  Ann  (Lawton)  Almy.  She  was  born  Portsmouth,. 
R.  I.,  August  1,  1708 ;  died  Newport,  R.  L,  July  13, 
1783.  Mr.  Ellery  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1722,  and  succeeded  to  the  larger  part  of  his  father's  es- 
tates and  business,  being  many  years  an  eminent  merchant 
and  citizen  of  Newport,  R.  I.  He  was  a  Deputy  and  As- 
sistant in  tlie  Colonial  Assembly,  a  Judge  of  the  County 
Court,  and  Deputy  Governor  of  Rhode  Kland.  Mr. 
EUery's  portrait  was  painted  when  a  young  man,  and  was 
long  in  possession  of  the  late  Mrs.  Anderson,  of  Redwoodt 
Portsmouth,  R.  I.  The  Newport  Mercury  of  March,  1764, 
in  an  obituary  notice,  gives  Mr.  Ellery  a  high  character. 
He  w^s  buried  in  the  common  ground,  Newport.  Children  : 
I.     Abigail,  b.  December  14, 1723  ;  d.  November  15, 1726. 

IL  Benjamin,  b.  February  7,  1725;  d.  Newport,  R.  I., 
December  12,  1797.  Married :  1st,  Lucy  Vassal; 
2d,  Mehitable  Redwood. 

IIL  William,  b.  December  22,  1727 ;  d.  Newport,  R.  L, 
February  15, 1820. 

IV.  Abigail,  b.  May  27, 1729;  d.  Newport,   R.  I.,  July 

8, 1729. 

V.  Ann,  b.  May  6,  1732  ;  d.  Bristol,  R.  I.,  May  27, 1806. 

Married  Rev.  John  Burt,  of  Bristol,  R.  L 

VI.  Christopher,  b,  April  22,  1736  ;  d.  Newport,  R.  I., 

February  24, 1789.     Married :  1st,  Mary  Vernon ; 
2d,  Rachel  King. 
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\.  HON.  BENJAMIN  ELLERY,  bora 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  September  6, 1669,  died 
I  Newport,  R,  1.,  July  26,  1746;  married 
July  SO,  1696,  Abigail,  daughter,  of  John 
and  Anstia  WUkins  of  Biistol,  R.  I.  She 
was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1677,  died 
Newpoi-t,  R.  I.,  December  15,  1742.  Benjamin  Ellery  in 
-early  life  embarked  upon  the  sea  and  was  soon  in  com- 
mand of  a  ship.  He  was  bold  and  entei'piising,  and  has 
been  called  in  the  family,  "the  Admiral."  He  had  a  letter 
of  marque  from  King  George  of  Denmark  consort  of 
Queen  Ann,  but  nothing  has  come  down  to  us  of  hia  ser- 
"vicea  at  sea.  This  document,  which  described  hia  ship  as 
the  Thomat  and  Suaan,  is  still  in  the  family. 

About  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  settled  at  Bristol, 
but  in  a  few  years  removed  to  Newport,  where  he  became 
one  of  the  largest  merchants  of  the  town.  His  house  was 
aX  the  Point,  and  he  owned  the  ferry  and  appears  to  have 
lived  in  the  best  style  of  the  period.  He  had  a  number  of 
negro  servants  and  much  silver  phite,  considerable  of 
which  has  been  handed  down  tu  the  present  time.  His 
own,  his  wire's  and  his  sons'  portraits  were  painted,  prob- 
-ably  by  Smybert.  He  was  a  man  of  much  weight  and  in- 
fluence in  Rhode  Island,  and  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Dtputies,  an  Assistant  and  h  Judge  of  the  County  Court. 
His  will  is  long  and  disposes  of  a  large  landed  property, 
among  which  are  lands  in  Gloucester,  Massachusetts  Bay, 
that  came  to  him  by  the  settlement  of  his  father's  estate. 
He  was  one  of  tlie  most  influential  members  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Society  of  Newport,  and  December 
16,  1733,  headed  a  sul>sciiption  to  the  building  of  a  new 
church,  with  £200,  being  the  largest  subscril>er,  Hia 
pew  wa-*  No.  40,  and  he  was  rated  at  ilOO-  Samuel 
Vernon   being  the  only  other  person  so  liigiily  rated.     In 
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1739,h8  was  moderator  of  the  Society.    This  same  year 
he  was  of  the  Newport  Town  Council. 


Book  PlaU  of  Benjamin  EElerjr. 
Children  of  Benjamin  Ellery  : 

I.  AnstiBS,  b.  Bristol,  R.  I.,  February  19, 1697  .  d.  May 

81,  1769.     Married :  Ist,  John  Almy  ;  2d,  Thomas 
Coggeshall.' 

II.  Abigail,  b.  Bristol,  R.  I.,  February  24,  1698  ;  d.  May 

12,  1726.      Married    December    15,    1715,    Hon. 
George  Wanton. 

III.  William,  b.  Bristol,  R.  I.,  October  31, 1701. 

IV.  Benjamin,  b.  March  23,  1705;   died  of  small  pox 

May  1722.     A  portrait  of  him  is  still  preserved. 

V.  John,  b.  November  25,  1708  ;  d.  Newport,  R.  I.,  De- 

cember 12,  1708. 

VI.  Hannah,  b.  June  31,  1710  ;   d.  Newport,  R.  I.,  De- 

cember 16, 1711. 
*  Qdxrt. — Who  were  tbe  pareiii*  of  John  Aim;  and  Thomaa  CosgM- 
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VII.  John,  b.  June  2, 1712  ;  d.  Newport,   R.  L,   May  1, 
1718. 

VIII.  Samuel,  b.  1713  ;  d.  Newport,  R.  L,  January  20, 
1714. 

IX.  Mary,  b.  August  15,  1715 ;  d.  December  29,  1787. 

Married  Rev.  James  Searing,   pastor  of  the  Con- 
gational  Church,  Newport,  R.  I. 

4.  SERGEANT  WILLIAM  ELLERY,  the  founder  of 
the  American  family,  was  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  on  Oct.  8, 
1663,  when  he  was  married  to  Hannah  Vinson,  daughter  of 
Wm.  Vinson  of  Gloucester.  In  a  deposition  he  made  Nov. 
21, 1673,  still  among  the  court  files  at  Salem,  Mass.,  he  calls 
himself  about  30  years  old,  therefore  he  must  have  been 
about  20  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  Unless 
he  came  over  as  a  lad  with  relatives  he  could  not  have 
been  long  in  the  Colonies  at  this  date.  Whether  Isaac 
Illary,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Narragansett  Fort, 
and  who  was  called  of  Gloucester,  was  his  relative  I  find 
no  proof,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  he  was.  Sergeant 
EUery's  name  is  found  on  the  records  frequently  written 
Illary,  but  his  signature  is  Ellerey,  a  form  of  the  name 
which  prevails  in  the  northwestern  counties  of  England. 
The  correct  orthography  of  the  name  is  Hillaiy,  the  old 
English  pronunciation  being  as  if  written  Illary.  The 
aspiration  of  the  letter  H  is  modern  English.  Both  in 
wills  and  parish  registers  in  England  it  is  variously  writ- 
ten Hillary,  Illary  and  EUery,  though  the  latter  form  I 
have  not  found  before  A.  D.,  1600.  A  family  of  knightly 
rank  existed  in  Northamptonshire,  time  of  Henry  II  (1154- 
1189)  whose  name  was  written  St.  Hilary  and  Seynteler. 
Peter  de  St.  Hilary,  who  held  the  manor  of  Horpol,  was 
sometimes  called  Peter  de  Horpol,  as  were  other  members 
of  the  name.  Therefore  it  would  seem  that  persons  who 
bore  surnames  were  sometimes  called   after  their  estates* 
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7h6se  St.  Hilarys  were  probably  ancestors  of  the  Hillarys 
who  flourished  in  Staffordshire,  time  Edward  III  (1827- 
1877).  Sir  Roger  and  Sir  Henry  Hillary,  knights  of  great 
importance,  held  large  possessions  in  this  and  other 
counties.  In  the  visitations  of  Staffordshire  and  Shrop- 
shire the  name  is  written  Illary,  which  is  probably  the 
reason  why  these  pedigrees  have  never  been  referred  to 
when  the  Hillarys  have  been  mentioned.  But  little  of 
this  family  has  been  printed,  though  anciently  one  of  high 
importance,  aa  their  alliances  and  possessions  show. 
Sergeant  Ellery  seems  to  have  held  a  very  respectable 
position  in  Gloucester,  representing  the  town  in  the 
General  Court  and  being  a  selectman  several  years.  He 
followed  mercantile  pursuits  and  died  December  9, 1696. 
His  wife  Hannah  died  December  24, 1675,  and  he  married 
his  second  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Coit,  June  13, 
1676.     Children : 

I.  William,  b.  September  15, 1664  ;  d.  young. 

II.  Hannah,  b.  January  25,  1666 ;  m.  Job  Coit  and  Capt. 

William  Card. 

III.  Benjamin,  b.  September  6,  1669;  m.  Abigail  Wil- 

kins. 

IV.  Susanna,  b.  February  2,  1673  ;  m.  John  Harris. 

V.  Mary,  b.  February  24, 1677  ;  m.  Samuel  Stevens  and 

Elder  Grover. 

yi.  Abigail,  b.  March  20, 1679 ;  m.  Capt.  John  Prince. 
YII.    John,  b.  June  25, 1681 ;  m.  Jane  Bonner. 

VIII.  Nathaniel,  b.  March  31, 1683 ;  m.  Ann  Sargent. 

IX.  Jemima,  b.  April  17, 1686  ;  probably  died  young. 
^.    Elinor,  b.  November  22, 1688;  probably  died  young. 
XL    Elinor,  b.  January  30, 1691 ;  m.  Thomas  Sawyer  and 

James  Edgerly. 
XII.     William,  b.  March  17, 1698 ;  m.  Dorcas  Elwell  and 
Abigail  Allen. 


188  Ancestors  of  Son*   William  Ellery. 

XIII.     Dependence,    b.   January   24,   1697 ;    m.    Sarah 
Warner. 


6.  HANNAH  VINSON,  probably  born  in  Salem,  died 
Peo.  24,  1675.  Her  father,  William  Vinson,  was  bom 
about  1610,  and  was  of  Salem,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1635, 
where  he  was  a  potter.  He  removed  to  Gloucester  on  the 
first  settlement  of  the  town.  He  was  a  freeman  in  1648 
and  in  1646,  and  several  times  after  was  a  selectman.  His 
wife,  Sarah,  died  Feb.  4, 1660,  He  next  married  Rachel 
Cooke,  a  widow,  June  10, 1661,  who  died  Feb.  15, 1707. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Bridget  Varney.  He  died  Sept. 
17,  1690.     Children : 

I.  Sarah,  born  probably  in  Salem,  m.  Je£Frey   Parsons 

Nov.  11, 1657,  ancestor  of  Chief  Justice  Parsons. 

II.  Hannah,  born  probably  in  Salem,  m.  October  8, 1668, 

William  Ellery. 

III.  Elizabeth,  born   May  16,  1644,  m.  James  Gardner, 

June  19, 1661. 

IV.  Richard, , ,  died  July  24, 1652. 

V.  John,  born  May  15,  1648,  died  before  1683. 

VI.  William,  born  September  9,  1651,  died  Dec.  9,  1675. 

VII.  Richard,  born  Sept.  1,  1658,  died  Dec.  26,  lt)T5. 

VIII.  Thomas,  born  April  1,  1662,  died  Dec.  31,  1685. 

IX.  Abigail,  b.  May  8, 1668,  m.  Jacob  Elwell,July  5,1686. 

6.     ABIGAIL  WILKINS,  born 1677,  died  New- 

port,  Dec.  15,  1742,  aged  65  ;  married  Hon.  Benjamin  El- 
lery. Her  obituary  was  printed  in  the  Boston  Evening 
Post,  Dec.  20,  1742 : 

"Newport,  Dec.  17,  Wednesday  night  last,  died  very  suddenly,  tho' 
after  a  long  and  tedious  confinement,  Madam  A.  Ellery,  Consort  of  B . 
Ellery,  Esq.  She  was  a  Gentlewoman  who  adorned  the  Character  of  a 
Christian  in  every  Branch  of  Female  Life,  so  that  she  was  cordially  re- 
spected hy  all  sorts  of  People,  and  the  Poor  do  in  a  particular  Manner 
regret  a  Loss  they  must  sensibly  feel.'' 

Her  portrait  was  painted  and  is  still  preserved.     It  rep- 
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resents  a  very  pleasant  looking  person,  richly  dressed  ia 
brocade  and  lace. 


7.  JOHN  WILKINS  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  Eng.,  and 
was  a  glassmaker  by  trade,  at  which  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship in  London,  and  was  a  very  skillful  artificer.  He 
moved  over  to  Boston  in  New  England,  where  he  sat  up 
and  worked  for  some  time  at  this  trade ;  after'  that  he 
turned  shopkeeper  there,  and  finally  moved  to  Bristol, 
R.  I.,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors. 
There  he  led  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  there  he  died.  Not 
long  after  his  arrival  at  Boston  he  married  his  only  wife, 
Anstis  Bissett,  who  was  then  a  widow  whose  maiden 
name  was  Gold.  John  VVilkins,  of  Boston,  potter,  June 
6, 1670,  bought  of  Nehemiah  Webb,  of  Boston  for  X170, 
a  dwelling  at  the  town  dock.  Feb.  20, 1685,  then  of  Bris- 
tol, he  sells  this  estate  to  Richard  Brooks. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  John  Wilkins  will  :  *'8d 
Jan.,  1703-4.     I,  John  Wilkins,  of  Mount-hope,  formerly  in 

the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth,  yeoman.  Being  between 
Sixty  and  Seventy  years  in  age,  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
her  Most  Excellent  Majestic  Queen  Ann,  over  England, 
&c.,  one  eighth  part  of  all  my  Lands  citluate  and  being  on 
Mount-hope  neck  and  Papaquash  neck,  my  whole  interest 
in  the  said  Necks  of  land,  being  one  Sixteenth  part,  and 
one  two-and-Thirtyeth  part  as  by  articles  made  and  con- 
cluded by  the  several  proprietors  of  the  above  said  lands 
(bearing  Date  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty)  may 
fully  appear. 

To  my  wife,  Anstes,  one-third  of  the  profits  of  all  my 
lands  during  her  natural  life,  and  all  household  goods. 

To  my  son,  Samuel  Wilkins,  i  of  all  my  lands  with 
homestead  at  Mount-hope  and  all  buildings. 

To  my    three  daughters  (viz.),  Mary  Ginkins,  Abigail 
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Ellery,  Mehitable  Wilkias,  to  each  \  of  all  my  lands  at 
Mount-hope  neck  and  Papaquash  neck. 

To  grandson,  William  Ellery,  \  part  of  my  stock  that 
remains  after  my  wife*s  decease.  All  the  remaining  part 
of  my  estate  to  my  four  children.  I  do  constitute  her 
Most  Excellent  Majestic,  Queen  Ann,  with  my  son  Sam- 
uel Wilkins  and  my  son-in-law,  Benjamin  EUery,  sole 
executors.  John  Wilkins,    [seal.] 

Witnesses : 

Richard  Bushnell, 

Benariah  Bushnell. 

Elizabeth  Bushnell." 

Inventory  £660.19.6.    Debts  <£61.8.6— Net  X582.ll. 

The  signer  records  in  his  Bible — "My  Aunt  Searing  in- 
formed me  that  her  grandfather,  John  Wilkins,  was  born 
in  Wiltshire,  and  that  Henry  Benning  married  a  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Wilkins  by  her  first  husband,  Bissett  or  Bisset, 
and  that  from  him  Benning  Wentworth  of  Piscataway,  in 
New  Hampshire,  derived  his  name,  and  that  her  brother 
Gold,  of  Nantasket  received  his  estate  there  from  his 
uncle  Stone." 

Children  of  John  Wilkins : 

I.  John,  born  April  30,  1674,  in  Boston,  died  young. 

II.  Anstis,  born  August  17,  1676  in  Boston,  died  youngs 

III.  Abigail,  born — ,  1677,  in  Boston. 

IV.  John,  born  May  1,  1681  in  Boston ;  d.  at  sea  unm. 

V.  Samuel   died  in  London  unm.  before  Mar.  20,  1721^ 

when  his  sisters  make  an  agreement  as  his  heira. 

VI.  Mary  probably  had  three  husbands,  for  in  a  deed  she 

is  called  Mary  Pepper,  in  her  father's  will  Mary 
Ginkins,  and  in  an  agreement,  wife  of  Capt.  Ste- 
phen Mumford. 

VII.  Mehitable,  b.  May  2,  1685,  m.  Mr.  Peter  Treby. 
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8.  ANSTISS  BISSET,  whose  maiden  name  was  Gold, 
VTBLA  born  in  England  and  lost  her  husband  and  all  her 
family  by  the  plague  in  London.     Her  bold,  entei*prising 
spirit  encouraged  her  to  quit  her  solitary  condition  and 
•come  over  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  which,  at  Nan« 
tasket,  her  brother  had  been  well  settled  for  years.     After 
marriage  she  crossed  the  Atlantic  a  second  time  to  procure 
some   materials  for  her  husbantTs  business.     She  was  not 
only  a  woman  of  a  bold,  enterprising  spirit,  as  her  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic  witnesses,  but  she  was  also  a  very  indus- 
trious, notable  woman,  and  could,  with  the  utmost  ease, 
turn  herself  to  almost  any  kind  of  business.     She  was  so 
happy  in  this  respect  that  soon  after  her  husband  entered 
upon  the  farming  business  in  Bristol,  notwithstanding  her 
-education  had  been  in  a  way  entirely  different,  she  was 
able  to  act  with  propriety  in  this  new  scene  and  was  es- 
teemed one  of  the  best  farmers  wives  in  Bristol.     She  sur- 
vived her  husband  a  few  years  and  died  October  31st, 
1711,  aged  73,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  at  the  house  of  her  eldest 
daughter. 

The  account  of  John  Wilkins  and  Anstis  his  wife,  was 
given  to  William  Eilery,  the  signer,  July  14,  1770,  by 
Mehitable  Treby,  the  younger  of  the  three  daughtei*s  of 
John  Wilkins,  who,  the  2d  of  May  in  the  same  year,  was 
85  yeai-s  old.  It  is  recorded  in  his  Bible,  and  he  adds: 
^'She  walked  to  my  house  on  that  day  on  purpose  to  see 
and  make  a  present  to  my  son  John  Wilkins,  on  account 
of  his  being  named  after  her  father."  The  gravestone  of 
Anstis  is  still  standing  near  the  graves  of  the  EUerys  in 
the  common  ground,  Newport. 


9.  ELIZABETH  ALMY,  born  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L, 
Aug.  1,1703;  diedNewport,R.I.,  July  13, 1783.  She  gave 
an  account  of  her  ancestors  to  her  son  William  Eilery,  the 
signer,  Sept.  27,  1780,  she  being  77  years  old  the  first  day 
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of  the  preceeding  August.     The  minutes  then  made  were 
copied  into  his  family  Bible,  June  ye  26,  1788. 


10.  COL.  JOB.  ALMY,  born  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Octo- 
ber 10, 1675 ;  died  December  2,  1743.     Had  two  wives, 
Ann  Lawton  of  Portsmouth  and  Abigail  Gardner  of  Soath 
Kingston.     By  his  firet  wife  he  had  four  children  : 
I. lived  an  hour. 

II.  Christopher. 

III.  Elizabeth,  b.  August  1,  1703  ;  m.  William  Ellery. 

IV.  Ann,  lived  five  months. 

The  second  wife  had  passed  child  bearing  when 
married.  She  was  a  pleasant  tempered  woman,  and  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Job  Almy  was  a 
wealthy  reputable  merchant,  and  a  man  of  remarkable 
generosity  of  spirit.     He  and  his  first  wife  were  Quakers. 


11.  CHRISTOPHER  ALMY,  born  in  England  about 
1632,  admitted  freeman  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  1658;  died 
January  30,  1712-13.  Will  dated  September  4,  1708; 
proved  2, 12mo.  1712-13.  He  lived  some  time  in  Shrews- 
bury, N.  J.,  some  time  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  some  time 
in  Newport,  R.  I.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  prop- 
erty, and  was  sent  by  the  government  an  agent  to 
Great  Britain.  He  was  skilled  in  physics  and  sometimes 
prescribed  for  his  poor  neighboi-s  and  friends,  but  did  not 
practice  for  a  livelihood.  The  substance  of  the  following 
record  concerning  him,  is  from  the  Bible  of  William 
EUeiy,  the  signer  :  Christopher  Almy's  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth Cornell.  Both  died  in  a  good  old  age  at  Job  Almy's 
house,  their  son.  His  memorandum  book,  which  con- 
tained a  great  number  of  medical  receipts,  shows  that 
they  were  married  July  9,  1661,  and  records  the  follow- 
ing children  : 
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I.  Sarah,  born  Thursday,  Apiil  17, 1662, 4  o'olock  a.  m. ; 

married :  1st,  Christopher  Cadman  of  Dartmouth, 
and  had  Christopher,  William,  Elizabeth  and  Re- 
beccah  ;  2d,  Jonathan  Merryhew,  and  had  Thomas 
and  John. 

II.  Elizabeth,  born    Tuesday,   September   29,   1663,   6 

o^clock  a.  ra. ;  maiTied  :  1st,  John  Morris,  a  West 

Indian;    2d, Leonard.      Both   lived   in 

Shrewsbury,  N.  J.,  and  by  both  she  had  sons  and 
daughters. 

III.  William,  born  Friday,  October  27,  1665,  "at  the 

sun's  going  down."  Married :  Ist,  Deborah  Cook 
of  Portsmouth,  R.  I. ;  2d,  Hope  Borden  of  Ports- 
mouth. Mr.  Almy  lived  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.  Soon 
after  the  close  of  the  Indian  War  he  settled  in 
Puukteest,  on  land  which  he  had  cultivated  several 
years  previous  to  that  event.  He  owned  the  pea 
field  and  built  the  wall  spoken  of  by  Capt.  Benj. 
Church  in  his  history  of  the  Indian  War.  This 
place  is  still  in  possession  of  one  of  William  Almy's 
descendants,  who  bears  the  name  of  William.  By 
his  first  wife  only  he  had  issue  as  follows  : 

1.  Mary,  b.  August  7,  1689. 

2.  John,  b.  October  10,  1692. 

3.  Job,  b,  April  28,  1696. 

4.  Elizabeth,  b.  November  14,  1697. 
6.  Samuel,  b.  April  15,  1701. 

6.  Deborah,  b.  July  27, 1703. 

7.  Rebecca,  b.  October  14, 1704. 

8.  Joseph,  b.  October  3,  1707.  )  .    . 

9.  William,  b.  October  3,  3707.  \  ^^^^^' 

IV.  Ann,  born  November  29,  1667,  "at  break  of  day." 

Married :  1st,  Richard  Durfy,  and  had  Richardi 
Thomas,  Ann,  Hope  and  Almy;  her  second  hus- 
band was  Benjamin  Jefferson. 
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V.  Christofylier,  born  Sunday,  December  26, 1669, 6  p.m. 

Married  :  1st,  Joanna  Slocum  of  Portsmouth,  and 
had  William  and  Ann ;  his  second  wife  was  Mary 
Briar  of  Newport,  by  whom  he  had  Sarah  and 
Christopher. 

VI.  Rebecca,    born  January   26,    1671,   12  o'clock  m. 

Married  Thomas  Townsend  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
and  had  Thomas  and  Philena. 

VII.  John,  born  April,  1673,  died  6  weeks  old. 

VIII.  Job,  born  October  10, 1675,  "at  break  of  day." 

IX.  A  child  born  1676. 

WILLIAM  ALMY,  the  first  of  his  name  in  New 
England,  and  father  of  Christopher  (marked  11  in  the 
diagram),  probably  first  came  over  with  Winthrop.  He 
was  of  Lynn  perhaps  as  early  as  1631,  but  appeara  \o  have 
soon  gone  home  and  returned  with  his  family  iu  the 
"Abigail"  of  London,  Capt.  Robert  Hackwell,  master, 
1635.  Mr.  Almy  located  with  his  family  at  Lynn,  but 
soon  removed  to  Sandwich,  Mass.,  where  he  had  a  grant  of 
land  April  3,  1637,  and  a  grant  of  8i  acres  of  meadow  in 
1641. 

lie  lived  here  a  few  years  and  sold  his  place  June  22, 
1642,  to  Edmund  Freeman,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  L,  where  he  had  a  grant  ol  land  in  1644.  He 
was  a  freeman  of  Portsmouth  in  1655,  and  appears  to  have 
been  a  man  of  considerable  influence.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Friends'  Society.  He  was  born 
about  1601,  died  1676.  His  will  was  dated  Feb.  1676, 
proved  April  23,  1677.  The  following  children  are  named 
in  his  will : 

I.  Ann,   born  about  1627,*  died  May  17,  1709,  married 

Deputy  Governor  John  Greene. 

II.  Christopher,  born  about  1632. 

III.  John,  born ,  married    daughter  of  James 

Cole  of  Plymouth. 
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IV.  Job,  born ,  iniiiried    Mary,    daughter   of 

Christopher  Unihank  of  Warwick,  R.  I. 

V.  Catharine,  born  ,  mar.  West. 

12.-ELIZABETH  CORNELL.  She  is  supposed  to 
have  been  born  in  Portsmouth,  R.  L  She  died  in  New- 
port al>ont  one  year  after  her  husband.  Query — Was 
Mr.  Thomas  (^ornell,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ports- 
mouth, her  father? 

13.-ANN  LA  W TON,  born  Portsmouth,  R.  L,  April  25, 
1678.    She    was   the    first   wife  of  Col.  Job  Almy.    "She 
was    neat,   notable  and    an    excellent  economist,    and   a 
woman  of  a    meek,  peaceable,  benevolent  disposition."— 
Win.  Ellery'9  Bible: 

14.-ISAAC  LAWTON,  of  Portsmouth,  born  Dec.  11, 
1650.  He  was  a  deputy  in  1696,  '98,  '99,  1704-6.  He 
was  an  honest  farmer  and  had  three  wives.     The  first  was 

Sisson,  who  died  in  cliihlbed  of  her  only  child.     He 

married  2d,  M  irch  1, 1674,  Elizabeth  Tallman,  by  whom  he 
had  all  his  chihlren.  His  3d  wife,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Oct.  11, 1701,  was  Naomi,  widow  of  George  Lawton 
and  daujxhter  of  Bartholomew  Hunt.  She  died  Jan.  3, 
1720.     The  children  of  Isaac  Lawton  were 

I.    Elizabeth,  born  February  16,  1675. 
IL    Sarah,  born  October  25,  1676. 
HL     Ann,  born  April  2o,  1678. 
ly.     Isaac,  born  May  25,  1681. 
V.     Mary,  born  April  3,  1683. 
VL   Isabel,  born  March  12, 1685. 
VI L     Thomas,  born  April  25, 1687. 

VIII.  Susanna,  born  April  3,  1689. 

IX.  Job,  born  April  28,  1691. 

X.  Ruth,  born  Ai)ril  9,  1694. 

XI.  John,  born  Sept.  2,  1696. 
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15.-ELIZABETH  TALLMAN,  daujrhter  of  Peter  and 
Ann,  died  May  20,  1701.  Peter  Talhnan  was  freeman  at 
Newport,  1655,  wns  General  Solicitor  in  1661.  In  1661-2 
was  a  commissioner  for  Portsmouth,  and  in  the  latter 
year  was  of  a  coni'i.ittee  to  reply  to  a  letter  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Rhode  Island.  In  1664  he  was  a  Deputy  in 
the  Colonial  Assembly.  He  is  doubtless  the  same  person 
who  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Guilford,  Ct.,  in  1685. 


The  following  act  was  ptissed  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  Rhode  Island,  June  1729,  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the*  money  raised  on  importing  negro  slaves  into  this  col- 
ony :  ^'Foreasmueh  as  there  is  an  act  of  Assembly  made 
in  this  colony  the  27th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1711,  lay- 
ing a  duty  of  £3  per  head  on  all  slaves  imported  into  this 
colony,  as  is  in  said  act  expressed ;  and  several  things 
of  a  public  nature  requiring  a  fund  to  be  set  apart  for  car- 
rying them  on  ; — Be  it  therefore  enacted  that  hencefor- 
ward all  monies  that  shall  be  raised  in  this  colony  by  the 
aforesaid  account,  on  any  slaves  ini[)orted  into  this  colony', 
shall  be  employed,  the  one  moit^ty  thereof  for  the  use  of 
the  town  of  Ne\v[)()rt,  towards  paving  and  amending  the 
streets  theieof;  and  the  other  moiety,  for,  and  towards 
the  suppoit,  repairing  and  mending  the  great  bridges  On 
the  main,  in  the  country  roads,  and  for  no  other  use  what- 


soever.'' 


#  •  ♦  >  ♦ 


In  1732,  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  George  Goulding,  remitted  the  duties  on  a  negro  wo- 
man he  had  imp(U'ted,  but  who  he  was  obliged  to  trans- 
port   to  North  Carolina,    '*she    being  lame  and  not  fit  for 


service." 


ABSTRACTS  FROM  AN  OLD  COPY  OF  THE  NEW- 

PORT  MERCURY. 


Tuesday,  January  23,  1759. 

[HE  Mercury  of  above  date  gives  the  following  list  of 
vessels,  burnt, drove  on  shore  and  carried  ofif  at  Mon- 
tichristo  by  a  French  frigate,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1758  : 

*'The  America^  Jackson,  from  Rhode  Island,  one-third 
laden  ;  burnt. 

The  Betsy^  Thurston,  from  Rhode  Island,  100  hogsheads 
of  molasses ;  burnt. 

The  Hazard^  Drew,  from  Rhode  Island,  75  hogsheads  of 
sugar ;  burnt. 

The  Charming  Molly^  Davis,  from  Ipswich,  with  90 
hogsheads  of  molasses  and  60  of  sugar;  burnt. 

The  Anna  Maria^  Amiel,  from  Halifax,  130  hogsheads 
ofsugm-;  burnt. 

Tiie  America,  Kip,  from  New  York,  30  hogsheads  of 
molasses,  9  of  sugar  ;  burnt. 

The  Three  Friends^  Gorham,  from  Boston,  130  hogs- 
heads of  mohisses ;  burnt. 

The  Sally^  Gibbs,  from  New  York.  50  hogsheads  of  mo- 
lasses :  carried  off. 

Tiie  Rnbeccah,  Pruden,  from  New  York,  80  hogsheads 
of  sugar;  carried  off. 

The ,  Ellis,  from  Rhode  Island ;  saved. 

The  Two  Sinters,  Diser.  from  Charlestown ;  not  un- 
loaded. 

The ,  Lov^t,  from  Salem  not  unloaded." 

The  advertisements  in  this  number  are  interestini; : 

"The  Printer"    has    four,  what  would  in  these  days,  be 
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termed  office  ads,"  in  which  he  informs  the  pnhlic  that  he 
has  'Ho  be  disposed  of,  A  Backgammon  Table,  with  all 
the  necessary  furniture."  Also  *'A  LuSTY  Nejjfro  fellow, 
between  40  and  50  years  of  ai^e,  a  liatter  by  trade,"  gives 
notice  of  the  ''publication  of  the  Proceedin<js  of  ihe  Gen- 
eral Assembly,"  and  informs  **the  peison  who  sent  apiece 
call'd  'The  Newport  Id  lei's  an<l  Female  Gaddei-s\  may 
receive  it  again  on  demand  ;  as  we  do  not  incline  (by  in- 
serting it)  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  either." 

While  we  do  not  know  the  nature  of  the  communica- 
tion referred  to,  we  regret  that  its  publication  was  sup- 
pressed, as  it  must  have  contained  little  bits  of  colonial 
history. 

Solomon  Southwick,  of  Newport,  advertises  for  sale 
"between  17  and  18  aicres  of  choice  land,  lying  in  Porb*- 
mouth,  about  five  miles  from  Newjjort,  joining  upon  the 
east  side  of  the  West  road  that  leads  to  Bristol  Ferr^', 
with  a  very  convenient  house  thereon,  and  a  pleasant 
stream  of  water  running  thnnigh  it,  a  little  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  house,  which  might  be  improved  to  great  ad- 
vantage by  any  person  inclined  to  carry  on  the  tanner's 
business,  &c.  The  condititnis  of  siile  may  be  known  by 
enquiring  of  Solomon  Southwick  of  Newport,  or  Henry 
Biiijhtnian,  living  on  the  said  land."  This  was  the  hr)use 
where  Col.  Barton,  eighteen  years  later,  improved  to 
great  advantage,  the  situation  in  which  he  found  Genei'al 
Prt'scott. 

**Janies  Brooks,  from  England,"  proposes  to  open  a  Tav- 
ern, in  Newport,  *'at  the  .sign  of  the  Right  Hononible 
William  Pitt,  Esquire,  head  (the  house  lately  improved 
by  Dr.  Ellis),  to  entertain  Gentlemen  Travellers." 

Dr.  Ellis,  whose  house  had  been  taken  by  James  Brooks, 
offers  for  sale  at  "Public  Vendue,  on  Thursda\',  Jan.  25,  a 
complete  and  very  fine  set  of  surgeon's  instruments,  lately 
Dr.  Hooper's,  of  this  town,  deceased." 
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Berij.  Greene  advertises  "choice  good  TeneriflF  wine,  by 
the  pipe  or  smaller  quantity." 

Rev.  Nicholiis  Eyres,  inserts  the  following  :  "Whoever 
will  give  the  subscriber  information  of  the  person  who 
rode  swiftly  up  Tiianies  street,  by  the  ui)per  Watcli-House 
in  Newport,  on  New  Year's  day  hist,  at  night,  between 
nine  and  ten  o'clock,  so  as  that  the  offender  may  be  con- 
victed, shall  receive  Ten  pounds,  Old-Tenor,  Reward. 
And  it  is  earnesllv  desired  of  the  magistrates  and  Rulers 
of  said  town,  that  they  will  be  pleased  effectually  to 
check  and  restrain  such  bad  conduct,  not  only  by  night, 
but  also  by  day,  for  the  public  benefit  hereafter."  The 
good  old  gentleman  lived  but  a  few  days  after  the  issue  of 
the  paper  containing  the  above  notice,  having  died  Feb. 
13,  1769,  aged  G8.  In  June  of  the  same  year,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  passed  "An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  its  May 
session,  1666,  entitled  'an  act  to  prevent  excessive  riding 
in  any  of  the  streets  or  highways  in  the  towns  of  New- 
port and  Providence.'  " 

The  following  conspicuously  displayed  advertisement 
no  doubt  called  forth  many  volunteers  : 

"Now  lying  at  Taylor's  wharf,  and  readj'  to  sail  on  a 
cruise  against  His  Majesty's  Enemies,  the 

PRIVATEER      BRIG     DEFIANCE, 

Benjamin  Wanton,  Commander ; 

Mounted  with  16  carriage  and  24  swivel  guns. 

ALL  Gentlemen,  Sailors  and  others,  have  now  a  fine 
opportunity  to  distinguish  themselves  and  make 
their  fortunes." 

The  paper  from  which  the  above  items  are  taken,  is  on 
file  at  the  Redwood  Library,  Newport.  Chapman. 
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An  Ancient  Insurance  Policy.— The  writer  has  in  his  po«- 
mmHion,  a  policy  of  insurance,  dated  Newport,  May  10, 1748,  in- 
hurini;  Messrs  Samuel  and  William  Vernon,  twenty-four  hundred 
pounds  on  the  ship  *'Ann  &  .lane,"  Captain  Fortesque  Vernon, 
htMUid  from  New  Providence  to  Newport  or  Boston.  The  under- 
wrllors  promise  to  return  3  per  cent,  ''in  case  the  ship  sail  under 
roiivoy  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Carr,  in  the  Marlborough  Privateer, 
Hud  arrive  safe  "  The  underwriters  are  Robert  Stevens,  Robert 
(>n)oke,  Simon  Pease,  Abraham  Ilart,  Joseph  N\  hippie,  Robert 
(Jll»l)H,  William  Mumford  and  John  Bannister,  who  each  sign  for 
two  hundred  pounds,  and  J.  Ilonyman,  Jr.,  Philip  Tillinghast,  S. 
(*ooko,  Lodowick  Updike,  Charles  Wickham,  John  Tillinghast, 
Simon  Rhodes  and  Peter  Bowers,  who  each  sign  for  one  hundred 
pound''.  All  sign  in  person  except  John  Bannister,  for  whom 
William  Paul  signs  The  policy  is  endorsed:  '*No.  117,  Re- 
corded for  William  Paul  "  T.  V. 


Dviik's  Island. — In  the  last  number  of  the  Newport  His- 
TomcAL  Magazine,  among  the  abstracts  from  the  Portsmouth, 
U.  I.  Records,  there  is  a  memorandum  relative  to  Dyre  s  Island.  I 
llnd  among  my  notes  the  following  testimony  of  Roger  Williams, 
nlHd  taken  from  the  Portsmouth  records:  J.  P.  R. 

"Niwport  on  Hhodc  Island,  10th  November,  1G9U.  This  is  to 
Irrtlilv  tlial  I,  Roger  \>  illianis,  being  acquainted  (by  the  good 
pmvidencc  of  (Jod)  with  the  first  conception,  birth  and  growth  of 
UIhmI  Island  (ulijw  Aqucdick)  doe  attest  and  atiirme,  as  in  the  holy 
pii'Menet'  of  (Jod,  that  by  the  consent  of  the  first  purchasers  of 
\1\hh\  Inland  (dead  and  liveing)  the  little  island,  conunonly  called 
DyreV  iMlniid,  was  from  the  tirst  and  alwaies  (sometimes  in  merri- 
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ment)  but  alwaies  in  earnist,  granted  to  be,  not  only  in  name,  but 
also  in  truth  and  reality  the  proper  right  and  inheritance  of  vv  il- 
liam  Dyre  of  Newport  on  Bhod  Island. 

Roger  Williams,  Assistant.'* 
The  island  above  mentioned  is  thus  described:  ''The  little  island 
lying  in  the  Bay  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wading  river.'' 


A  Bristol,  R.  I  ,  Spinning  Match,  1766.— The  following 
from  the  Newport  Mercury  of  April  14, 1766,  shows  the  patriotic 
spirit  of  the  female  sex  during  the  Stamp  Act  excitement  in  1766 

•'Bristol,  R.  I.,  April  10,  1766. 
Mr.  Hall* — It  is  with  singular  pleasure  that  I  inform  you,  that 
yesterday,  Twenty  of  the  daughters  of  Liberty  met  at  the  invita- 
tion of  some  young  gentlemen,  Sons  of  Liberty,  and  exhibited  a 
most  noble  pattern  of  industry,  from  a  quarter  after  sunrise  till 
sunset,  spinning  74  2-3  skeins  of  good  linen  yarn,  each  skein  16 
knots.  They  adjoined  half  an  hour  for  dinner;  tea  was  omitted, 
instead  of  which  they  were  served,  by  the  gentlemen,  with  every- 
thing decent  and  proper  for  their  refreshment.  A  more  agreeable 
sight,  perhaps,  was  never  seen  in  this  town,  and  the  whole  con- 
ducted with  the  greatest  decency.  Several  of  the  young  ladies, 
who  distinguished  themselves,  have  received  valuable  presents  from 
the  gentlemen  of  this  town.  The  toast  was — '  Wheels  a^id  Flax, 
and  a  fitf'>r  the  Stamp  Act  arid  its  abettors  '  A  resolve  was  pro- 
posed among  the  ladies — That  none  would  admit  the  addresses  of 
any  person  that  favoured  the  Stamp  Act,  but  dismissed,  supposing 
there  is  no  such  person*  among  us.  I  flatter  myself  that  there  is 
such  a  spirit  of  generosity  prevailing  among  the  true  Sons  of  Lib- 
erty, that  none  of  the  twenty  ladies  will  ever  have  occasion  to  la- 
ment with  Japthali's  daughter.  Thilo  Patriae." 

The  Newport  Mercury  of  May  12,  1766,  contains  another  com- 
munication from  Bristol  relative  to  the  spinning  match  mentioned 
above,  and  gives  the  names  of  the  participants  in  that  and  one  held 
on  the  16th  of  the  same  month.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
communication,  reproducing  the  form  used  in  the  paper: 

''Bristol  R.  I..  April  23, 1766. 
Mr.  Printer: — By  publishing  the  following  exact,  particular 
account  of  two  spinning  matches,  held  at  Bristol  the  10th  and  15th 
of  this  month,  you  may  do  some  honour  to  the  Misses  concerned, 

«The  Nevvport  Mercury  was  then  pubUdbed  by  Mr.  Samuel  Hall,  near  the 
middle  of  the  Parade.— [Ed. 
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and   l>e  instrumeutal  in  difTiming  a  spirit  of  industry  through  the 
Government: 


Of  Good  Linen  Thread. 


On   the    10th  of  April,  were 

spun  by: 

Misses.  Sk.  Kn   Tii. 

Polly  Easlick, 
Polly  Taylor, 
Kulii  A(iy, 
I  arnell  Taylor, 
Sally  Kead, 
Hopey  Potter, 
Polly  Wilnon, 
Malibey  May, 
Sally  Munro, 
Salfy  Diman, 
Knncy  Jtussell, 
Lydia  l-iind.sey, 
Sal  V  Ki  'Innond, 
Polly  Munro, 
Sally  Swan, 
Sally  Cox, 
Heekey  Lindscy, 
Betsey  Salsljury, 
Pallv*  Lindsey, 
Polly  Gibb8, 


On  the  loth  of  April, 
spun  by: 


were 


5. 
4. 
4. 
4. 
4. 
4. 
3. 

:3. 
a. 
:r 
:{. 

H. 
3. 
3. 
3. 
3. 
3. 
3. 
2. 


i> 

M  . 

1. 

11. 

2. 

2. 

0. 

0. 
10. 
12. 

8 

7 

7. 

r» 
t. 

i. 

5. 
4. 
4. 
0. 
0. 
i. 


5 

16 

0 

0 

0 

30 

0 

20 

0 

0 

20 

20 

"20 

0 

11 

20 

0 

0 

0 

20 


Total, 


74     10.    12 


Misses. 
Dolly  Fales, 
IJetsey  Martindale,  5. 
Susey  Wardwell. 
IJetsey  Hosworlh, 
IJetsey  Throop, 
Polly  Uosworih, 
Sarah  Tbioop, 
>ianey  Pease, 
Polly  Reynolds, 
Mabby  I'eck, 
Polly 'Kales, 
Esther  Throop, 
Sally  Prsitt, 


Sk.  Kn.  Tii. 


5. 

7. 

16 

5. 

5. 

0 

5. 

0 

0 

5. 

0. 

0 

4. 

7. 

20 

4. 

5. 

15 

4, 

0. 

10 

4. 

0. 

5 

4. 

0. 

6 

3. 

10 

10 

3. 

«. 

0 

3. 

5. 

0 

3. 

2. 

10 

Total, 


55.      4    11 


^JT*  '^'/"'«  ^^  ^''c  character  of  a 
rit''it'nis  tconmu: — Hhe  neeketh 
Wool  and  Flax,  &c :  she  layeih 
her  handi*  to  the  ttpindle,  and  her 
fiandtt  hnld  the  DiHtaff:—  Her  price 
in  Jar  above  iftiWe«." 


AsKiN'a  Peiimission  to  Mauuv. — The  loUowinj^  letter  of 
Cudjo  Vernon  was  found  among  some  old  papers  recently  brought 
to  lii^lit: 

"Xe>vp(>ut,  11th  Xovember,  1782  (Mtmday  evening). 

Honored  Sir:  Tbis  is  to  ask  your  consent,  and  all  con- 
ccrn(;d,  whether  your  humble  servant  may  be  married  to  a  black 
woman  called  and  known  by  the  jiiime  of  Sylvia,  as  soon  as  conve- 
niently may  be;  if  you  sbould  judge  needful,  pray  acquaint  my 
old  master,  Mr.  ^n  illiam  A'ernon,  with  my  intention,  in  order  to 
obtain  his  consent.  1  doubt  not  but  you  will  do  everything  neces- 
sary, and  beg  leave  to  sub.scril)c  myself, 

Your  obedient  serv't, 

The  mark  X  of  Cudjo  Vernon. 
To  Mr.  Samuel  Vernon,  3d. 
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NEWPORT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE, 

Vol.  4.  April,  1884  No.  4 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLMASTERS  OF  NEWPORT. 


AN  ADDRESS  DBLIVBRED  BY  H.  E.  TURNER,  M.  D.,  BEFORE 
THE   ALUMNI  OF  THE  ROGERS  HIGH   SCHOOL, 

NEWPORT,  R.  I.,  Dec.  31,  1883. 


^N  accepting  your  polite  invitation  to  read  a  paper  of 
ft  twenty-five  or  thirty  minutes  before  you,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  I  have  been  influenced  rather  by  a  disposition 
to  show  my  appreciation  of  your  kindly  feeling  than  by  a 
consciousness  of  any  special  aptitude  for  the  performance 
of  the  duty. 

I  was  asked  to  give  an  account  of  some  particular  per- 
son connected  with  the  schools  of  Newport,  and,  as  far  as 
might  be,  I  have  endeavored  to  fulfil  that  object  by  giving 
especial  prominence  to  that  teacher  with  whom  I  was 
most  flEuniliar,  from  having  .enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his  in- 
structions, but  I  beg  you  will  pardon  me,  if  I  have  made 
my  discourse,  partly  from  paucity  of  material,  and  partly 
from  want  of  time,  more  discursive  than  you  probably  in- 
tended or  desired. 

I  propose,  with  your  permission,  to  dwell  more  particu- 
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larly  on  the  teacher  to  whom  I  have  referred,  although  to 
me  it  does  not  seem  so  very  remote  as  to  be  historically 
interesting,  yet  to  you  and  to  those  who  will  succeed  yoa 
it  will  appear  quite  otherwise,  just  fifty  years  having 
elapsed  since  I  left  school ;  I  therefore  may  be  regarded 
as  thus  celebrating  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  my 
graduation  from  school. 

I  propose  further  to  give  some  reminiscences  of  other 
schools  and  teachers  in  this  town,  within  this  century,  not 
by  any  means  intending  to  make  an  exhaustive  catalogue 
even,  but  merely  to  revive  such  memories  as  I  judge  may 
be  entertaining  and  possibly  worthy  of  preservation. 

The  settlers  of  Rhode  Island,  although  as  a  rule,  men 
of  modest  pretentions  and  limited  acquirements,  had 
worked  out,  either  by  aid  of  their  own  force  of  intellect, 
or  through  influences  now  impossible  to  be  elucidated,  a 
higher  ideal  of  human  nature  and  a  clearer  conception  of 
Divine  intentions  than  was  exhibited  by  any  community 
of  their  or  any  previous  era. 

Immediately  on  their  arrival  they  established  a  govern- 
ment based  upon  the  idea  of  the  independence  of  all  men 
in  all  matters  of  belief,  and  from  that  time  acted  in  all 
cases  consistently  with  that  sentiment. 

In  1647,  nine  years  after  their  arrival,  after  making  a 
code  of  laws  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the  charter  just  obtained  under  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment, in  the  enacting  clause,  they  thus  confirm  the  high 
principle,  now  accepted  of  all  civilized  nations,  of  liberty 
of  belief,  previously  promulgated  in  their  first  voluntary 
settlement  of  government,  as  follows : 

^^These  are  the  lawes  that  concern  all  men,  and  these 
are  the  penalties  for  the  transgression  thereof;  which  by 
common  consent  are  ratified  and  established  threwout  this 
whole  Colony;  and  otherwise  than  thus  what  is  herein 
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forbidden,  all  men  may  walk  as  their  conscience  may  per 
swade  them,  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  God.    And  lett 
the  Saints  of  the  Most  High  walk  in  this  colony  without 
molestation,  in  the  name  of  Jehovah,  their  God,  for  ever 
and  ever,  etc.*' 

Entertaining  these  views,  recognizing  no  authority  on 
the  part  of  Pope  or  Poteiitate,  Council  or  Hierarchy  to 
dominate  the  consciences  ot  men,  the  importance  of  pro- 
viding methods  by  which  their  youth  should  be  enlight- 
ened and  enabled  to  profit  by  the  knowledge  and  wisdom 
of  past  generations,  would  naturally  commend  itself  to 
their  early  and  earnest  consideration  ;  we  find  accordingly 
that  efforts  were  immediately  made  to  establish  schools, 
and  assignments  of  land  were  made  to  aid  in  their  support. 

Two  school  houses  in  Middletown,  until  1743  an  inte- 
gral part  of  Newport,  are  still  occupyin;^  ground  origi- 
nally reserved  for  that  purpose  by  the  settlers,  and 
the  plot  of  ground  in  the  city  known  as  the  Newton  lots 
was  given  by  Mr.  John  Clarke  to  the  town  for  that  pur- 
pose, and,  until  its  survey  and  division  into  house  lots,  was 
known  as  the  school  land. 

The  matter  of  education  at  that  time  and  until  the 
present  century,  was  considered  a  town  affair,  and  the 
Colony  records  »fford  no  data  to  aid  historical  investiga- 
tion in  that  direction,  and  the  imperfect  remains  of  the 
early  town  records  of  Newport  give  no  practical  details  of 
the  legislation  of  the  local  authorities  thereon,  but  enough 
fragmentary  matter  is  attainable  to  establish  the  convic- 
tion that  the  hard  good  sense  of  our  fathers  did  not  fail 
to  prompt  them  to  take  every  step  then  within  their  reach 
to  secure  to  their  youth  the  best  education  possible,  and 
the  measure  of  their  success  was  fair,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  tenacity  of  purpose  with  which  the  irrepressible  conflict 
was  maintained  on  the  part  of  the  colonists  against  the 
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able  and  accomplished  scions  of  the  nobility  and  aristoc* 
racy  of  Great  Britain  to  its  culmination  in  the  act  of  May, 
1776,  when  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  two 
months  before  the  declaration  by  Congress  on  the  4th  of 
July  following,  repudiated  their  allegiance  to  the  British 
crown,  and  enacted : 

"That,  in  all  commissions  for  offices,  civil  or  military, 
and  in  all  writs  and  processes  in  law,  whether  original, 
judiciary  or  executory,  civil  or  criminal,  wherever  the 
name  and  authority  of  the  said  king  (in  the  preamble  the 
name  of  King  George,  Third,  had  appeared)  is  made 
use  of,  the  same  shall  be  omitted;  and  in  the  room 
thereof,  the  name  and  authority  of  the  Governor  and  com- 
pany of  this  Colony  shall  be  substituted,  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit :  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  English 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations." 

''That  all  such  commissions,  writs  and  processes,  shall 
be  otherwise  of  the  same  form  and  tenure  as  they  hereto- 
fore were." 

"That  the  courts  of  law  be  no  longer  entitled  or  consid- 
ered as  the  King's  courts,"  and 

"That  no  instrument  in  writing,  of  any  nature  or  kind, 
whether  public  or  private,  shall  in  the  date  thereof,  men- 
tion the  year  of  the  said  King's  reign." 

This  was  the  law  in  Rhode  Island  two  months  before 
the  glorious  declaration  by  Congress  made  it  the  general 
law  of  the  colonies  and  constituted  them  states,  and  two 
months  before  it  was  the  law  in  any  of  the  individual 
colonies  excepting  North  Carolina. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in  the  17th  century  any 
high  scholastic  facilities  were  afforded,  but  every  effort 
was  made  to  secure  the  elements  of  respectable  culture. 
Of  the  first  comers  several  were  university  graduates,  as 
John  Clarke  and  Roger  Williams,  the  diplomacy  of  John 
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Greene,  of  Holden,  of  Walter  Clarke  or  of  Samuel  Crans- 
ton show  no  traces  of  profound  erudition  or  of  elegant 
polish,  but  they  exhibit  a  knowledge  of  men  and  of  affairs 
which  proves  that  the  essentials  of  education  had  been 
afforded  them,  and  they  so  far  overmatched  the  wily  and 
unscrupulous  agents  of  their  enemies  that  their  chartered 
rights  and  the  personal  liberties  of  the  citizens  of  Rhode 
Island  were  never  infringed,  unless  during  the  three  years 
usurpation  of  King  James,  Second,  by  Sir  Edmund  An- 
dros,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  sustained  in 
their  patriotic  efforts,  and  their  repeated  re-elections 
against  all  the  power  of  crown  patronage  and  aristocratic 
prestige,  is  evidence  of  an  enlightened  public  opinion  on 
the  part  of  their  constituency. 

I  copy  from  Goveri  or  Cozzens'  address  at  the  dedica- 
tion of  tlie  brick  school  house  in  Willow  street,  1862,  his 
very  excellent  resumd  of  the  doings  of  the  town  of  New- 
port, relative  to  schools,  up  to  1723 : 

"Almost  immediately  after  the  settlement  of  the  Island 
Robert  Lenthal  was  admitted  a  freeman  by  the  General 
Court  and  by  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Newport,  August  6, 
1640.  He  was  called  to  keep  a  public  school  for  the 
learning  of  youth,  and  for  his  encouragement  there  was 
granted  him  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  four  more 
acres  for  a  house  lot ;  and  it  was  also  voted  that  one 
hundred  acres  more  should  be  laid  forth  and  appropri- 
ated for  a  school,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  poorer  sort 
to  train  up  in  learning  ;  and  Mr.  Robert  Lenthal,  while 
he  continues  to  teach  school  is  to  have  the  benefit  of  said 
land." 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Lenthal's  term  of  service  was  brief, 
as  he  returned  to  England  after  two  or  three  years  and 
does  not  again  appear  of  record,  but  doubtless  some  one 
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was  found  to  fill  his  place  without  delay.    I  quote  fui*ther 
from  Governor  Cozzens : 

"In  1697,  April  28,  Newport  voted  other  schools  lands 
for  the  benefit  of  a  schoolmaster.  In  1704  the  town  built 
another  schoolhouse  at  the  public  charge.  The  vote  de- 
scribes place,  size,  etc.  The  town  voted  six  acres  of  Jand 
to  be  sold,  proceeds  to  be  used  towards  building  the 
schoolhouse ;  also  a  tax  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
for  same  object.  Another  vote,  that  the  inhabitants  liv- 
ing to  the  north  (and  near  Middletown)  shall  not  be  liable 
to  said  tax,  because  they  lived  too  far  off  to  send  their 
children.  Some  delays  were  occasioned  by  the  difficulty 
of  selling  the  lands  and  deciding  upon  the  location  ;  but  a 
large  and  commodious  schoolhouse  was  finally  built,  and 
finished  August  18,  1709.  Mr.  William  Gilbert  was 
chosen  schoolmaster,  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  school 
lands  for  one  year.  Here  again  is  evidence  of  the  progress 
of  knowledge.  At  a  town  meeting,  October  4,  1710, 
a  very  respectable  petition  from  a  Mr.  Galloway,  for  the 
liberty  of  teaching  a  Latin  school  in  the  two  little  rooms 
in  the  schoolhouse,  is  hereby  granted.'' 

"October  7,  1713,  the  town  voted  to  establish  another 
school,  and  Benjamin  Nicholson  (was)  chosen  school- 
master, a  committee  was  also  appointed  to  repair  the  town 
school-house.  July  28,  1714,  John  Hammett  was  chosen 
a  schoolmaster,  to  officiate  in  tliis  office  for  nine  years  on 
the  same  terms  as  others  have  been  paid.  January  29, 
1723,  a  further  petition  for  a  school-house  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  town  was  voted,  and  106  acres  of  land  for 
that  purpose.  Janutiry  25,  1726,  it  was  voted  to  make  a 
general  repair  of  the  school-houses,  'particularly  the  great 
school-liouse.' " 

The  great  school-house  was  no  doubt  the  one  always 
referred  to  as  the  town  school-house,  which  stood  on  the 
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Mall,  then,  and  until  since  the  revolution,  covered  with 
buildings. 

It  has  been  said  that  Mr.  Lenthal's  was  the  fii*st  public 
school  in  America,  but  the  vote  establishing  it  does  not 
seem  to  bear  out  the  conclusion  that  it  was  intended  to 
fulfill  the  modern  idea  of  public  free  school,  inasmuch  as 
the  grant  of  104  acres  to  Mr.  Lenthal  was  not  to  support 
but  to  encourage  him,  and  the  use  of  the  second  100  acres 
was  expressly  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  sort.  It  is  to 
be  borne  in  mind  that  a  hundred  acres  of  land  then  meant 
a  very  different  thing  from  what  it  would  now,  the  com- 
inon  land  being  chiefly  woodland,  and  the  income  to  be 
derived  from  it  infinitesimally  small,  unless  through  the 
application  of  great  and  severe  labor.  Some  approxima- 
tion to  a  just  estimate  of  the  value  of  these  grants  may 
be  made,  considering  the  fact,  that  the  original  division  was 
made  on  the  basis  of  two  shillings  per  acre.  The  con- 
clusion however  is  amplj'^  sustained,  that  very  earnest 
and  anxious  and  unusual  attention  was  early  given  to  the 
subject  of  education,  and  the  inference  that  individuals  of 
sufficient  means  were  expected  to  contribute  to  the  support 
of  the  schools  seems  to  me  obvious. 

I  apprehend  that  in  the  early  times  nothing  approxi- 
mating to  modern  public  schools  had  been  dreamed  of, 
that  such  aid  as  the  local  governments  gave  to  schools  was 
intended  to  benefit  those  children  chiefly  whose  parents 
were  unable  to  pay  for  tuition,  always  a  large  class.  The 
existence  of  charity  schools,  and  schools  where  some  pro- 
vision was  made  for  poor  children  is  not  a  new  idea,  but 
the  broader  idea  of  the  duty  of  the  state  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  all  its  children  on  an  equal  basis  at  public 
cost,  owes,  if  not  its  inception,  almost  its  entire  develop- 
ment to  the  19th  century.  My  recollection  goes  back  to 
about  1820,  in  East  Greenwich.     There  was  then  no  pro- 
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vision  for  children  of  poor  people,  except  the  forbearance 
or  charitable  impulses  of  the  teachers  of  private  schools, 
nor  for  many  years  after.  In  Newport,  the  Long  Wharf 
free  school,*  as  it  was  called,  had  been  in  existence  for 
many  years,  but  it  was  understood  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
poor  persons  only  ;  the  teacher  of  this  school  within  my 
recollection  was  Capt.  Joseph  Finch,  a  retired  sea  captain, 
and  its  location  was  in  the  old  building  corner  Washing- 
ton and  Marsh  streets,  this  was  supported  principally  out 
of  the  income  of  the  Long  Wharf,  and  having  been  dis- 
continued after  the  city  had  made,  with  state  aid,  ample 
provision  for  its  beneficiaries.  Since  which,  with  praise- 
worthy liberality,  the  Long  Wharf  trustees  have  erected 
out  of  their  funds  two  very  commodious  and  ornamental 
brick  houses  for  the  occupation  of  city  schools. 

It  is  a  matter  in  which  we  should  take  great  pride  that 
Newport  in  the  time  of  her  greatest  depression  took  early 
and  efficient  action  in  the  two  prime  essentials  of  the  ed- 
ucation of  her  people  and  care  of  her  poor. 

In  1821  the  town's  poor  were  removed  to  Coasters' 
Harbor  Island,  and  from  that  time  it  has  been  our  boast 
that  our  poor  have  been  as  well  (if  not  better)  cared  for 
as  at  any  pauper  establishment  in  the  world,  and  for 
many  years  after,  a  large  proportion  of  the  Rhode  Island 
treated  their  paupers  worse  than  the  state  its  criminals, 
and  it  is  matter  for  profound  regret  that  various  articles 
have  lately  found  their  way  into  print  advocating  a  nig- 
gardly policy  towards  our  unfortunate  dependents.  We 
can  better  afford  an  expenditure  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  than  the  Newport  of  1820  could  the  erection  of 
that  time. 

Soon  after  the  first  public  school  building  was  erected 
about  1825,  in  Mill  street,  and  was  a  most  creditable  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  the  town.     It  was  a  large  building  of 
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brick,  and  was  conducted  for  a  number  of  years  by  Rev. 
William  Guild.  But  it  is  not  my  pui-pose  to  dwell  on 
the  public  schools,  and  I  will  proceed  to  my  proper  sub- 
ject. 

Joseph  Joslin,  Esq.,  had  been  a  tutor  in  Brown  Univer- 
sity after  his  graduation  in  1814 ;  he  came  to  Newport  in 
1818,  and  became  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  Hazard  & 
Randolph,  and  established  a  school  in  the  Cabellique 
house,  where  he  now  resides.  After  two  or  three  years 
he  left  Newport  for  a  time,  but  after  a  short  interval  re- 
turned and  resumed  teaching  in  the  Fraser  Academy  in 
Church  street,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Augustus 
G.  Greene's  residence,  etc. 

This  school,  during  Mr.  Joslin's  conduct  of  it,  was,  as 
under  Mr.  Fraser,  the  leading  classical  school  of  the 
.  county.  No  young  man  thought  of  becoming  a  candidate 
for  admission  to  college  privileges  except  after  a  prepara- 
tory tutelage  by  Mr.  Joslin,  and  it  is  due  him,  from  one 
who  had  the  benefit  of  his  instruction,  to  say  that  if  any 
young  person  left  his  school  without  deriving  great  benefit 
from  it,  it  must  have  been  due  to  great  inaptitude  or 
want  of  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  pupil.  I  had  been 
under  many  teachers  when  at  the  age  of  fifteen  I  entered 
his  school,  and  his  amiable  manner,  his  excellent  methods 
and  his  anxious  and  diligent  care  for  the  improvement  of 
his  pupils,  impressed  me,  as  well  as  all  those  disposed  to 
profit  by  them,  with  the  highest  respect  and  regard  for 
himself. 

Mr.  Joslin  had  more  of  the  "Suaviter  in  Modo"  than 
of  the  **fortiter  in  re,"  which  generally  distinguished  the 
typical  pedagogue  of  former  times,  and,  sooth  to  say,  of 
his  own  time,  for  severe  and  frequent  flogging  was  not  yet 
out  of  vogue,  and  several  devotees  of  the  "old  regime" 
were  his  competitors,  and  I  have  heard   of  boys  taken 
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:as-  iBfiLMii  loii  t-Iaced  at  another  where  ink-staods 
msL  JuojB-  JiPr  imand  and  cowskins  were  at  a  preiniam, 
jiMUUiw^  St.  Xu&iiiL  did  not  whip  them  enough.  Strange 
ttt  '*  jok^r  ippt^or  zow  these  method:^  at  that  time,  now  a 
ajuLi&r  Jt  i±j  j-airs  past,  were  with  a  large  part  of  the 
«f»miTn:iy  i:i  2ii:ich  a  part  of  the  orthodox  belief  as  the 
4?ufeCie^'  jr»«!ii  or  :he  tbirtv-nine  articles. 

5  is^  aoc  r..  be  understood  that  Mr.  Joslin  ignored  the 
.txjuucnua  :f  Salomon  and  repudiated  the  use  of  the  rod, 
'>y  IV  xiiiLa:?.  That  would  have  seemed  at  that  day  to 
icrtk-i  ic  ^e  root  of  all  authority  and  influence.  On  the 
^jucr^irj*  Mr.  Joslin  kept  lying  on  his  desk  a  pretty  for- 
3iLixaoLr?  r.und  ruler,  and  on  occasions  when  the  bovs 
w^re  'x:i usually  refractory  or  mischievous  (the  girls,  of 
o^^ar^se*  never  were)  he  would  open  his  desk,  and,  taking 
hHic  jl  whip-lash,  would,  after  an  ingenious  device  of  his 
v^wtt.  :?on?w  it  into  the  end  of  the  aforesaid  round  ruler, 
bu:  the  lightning  seldom  struck,  the  thunders  of  Jove 
were  generally  innoxious,  and  if  the  minatory  exhibition 
did  iK^t  have  full  effect  still  the  bolt  was  generally  with- 
helvl  and  temporizing  measures  substituted. 

In  those  days  each  of  the  counties  in  this  state  had  a 
Ivnoh  of  five  judges,  constituting  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleajs  of  which  court  for  jnany  years  Mr.  Joslin  was  a 
member,  and  was  therefore  always  known  as  the  Judge, 
although  the  boys  irreverently  called  him  Josey.  This  is 
no  reflection  on  his  manner  or  appearance  or  character, 
which  were  unexceptionable.  In  fact  the  sobriquets  ap- 
plied by  boys  and  even  mature  men  are  seldom  relevant. 
Mr.  Rogei-s,  who  had  been  an  officer  in  the  Revolution 
and  principal  of  a  classical  school  of  high  grade,  dressed 
in  small  clothes  and  buckled  shoes,  and  was  of  a  dignified 
and  austere  manner,  yet  was  seldom  spoken  of  except  as 
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**Bobbie  Rogers."     More  liberties  of  that  kind  wtre  taken 
formerly  than  now. 

But  to  return,  Mr.  Joslin,  as  I  have  said,  was  a  Judge, 
and  hereafter  we  will  speak  of  him  by  his  title.  During 
the  year,  in  May  and  November  I  think,  there  were  two 
feessions  of  the  County  Court  of  two  weeks  each,  these 
were  our  vacations.  Of  course  we  had  Election  Day,  the 
Fourth  of  July,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christmas.  To 
you  young  gentlemen  and  ladies  accustomed  to  a  week 
quarterly,  besides  the  two  months  in  summer,  these  two 
weeks  may  seem  a  rather  meagre  allowance  of  relaxation, 
but,  if  I  may  be  excused  for  going  so  far  afield  for  illustra- 
tion, what  would  you  think  of  the  school  I  attended  at 
Portsmouth  where  there  were  no  vacations  but  Sundays, 
not  even  Saturday  afternoons  or  the  Fourth  of  July. 
This  was  one  of  the  greatest  trials  I  ever  endured,  to  sit 
in  school  in  full  view  of  the  town  of  Bristol,  2i  miles  dis- 
tant, in  all  the  gaiety  of  music  and  bunting  and  military 
parade  and  fire-crackers  and  the  rest,  all  probably  mag- 
nified ten  fold  in  my  childish  imagination.  Oh,  how  my 
patriotism  boiled,  and  how  I  hated  the  niggardly  soul  of 
the  master,  who  was  paid  by  the  day  and  counted  his 
days  accordingly. 

But,  again  excuse  me,  on  one  occasion  we  got  up  a  pe- 
tition to  the  Judge  (the  election  used  to  come  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  May)  to  give  us  the  rest  of.  the  week  as  a 
vacation,  this  request  he,  no  doubt  for  wise  and  just  rea- 
sons, declined  to  accede  to.  When  this  decision  was 
announced  to  us,  the  whole  school,  as  one  boy,  we  say 
nothing  about  the  girls,  was  instantly  seized  with  a  tre- 
mendous cold.  Such  coughing  and  sneezing  and  blowing 
of  noses  had  never  probably  been  known.  The  Judge 
marched  to  and  fro  (the  school-room  was  long  and  partial- 
ly divided  into  two)  and  fidgeted,  but  finally  good  natured- 
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ly  surrendered  and  we  had  our  outing.  If  you  were 
undergraduates  instead  of  alumni  I  should  hesitate  about 
disclosing  this  little  episode,  on  account  of  its  bad  ex- 
ample, but  as  some  of  you  are  teachers,  and  more  may  be, 
you  may  apply  the  Judge's  wise  conclusion,  that  under 
some  circumstances  ^^discretion  is  the  better  part  of 
yalor.'* 

The  Judge's  familiarity  with  the  dead  languages  must 
have  been  very  great.  Being  one  of  the  older  boys  I  was 
often  in  the  school-house  out  of  school  hours,  and  I  have 
often  heard  him,  in  an  undertone,  read  Greek  and  Latin 
in  the  original,  without  translation,  by  the  hour  together, 
and  1  never  knew  him  hesitate  an  instant  in  explain- 
ing any  question  of  construction  or  translation  oflFered  to 
him. 

The  Judge  was  theoretically  a  great  admirer  of  Demo- 
orutio  doctrines,  and  frequently  gave  us  little  conversa- 
tionul  lectures  exhibiting  his  political  bent,  and  although 
I  am  not  aware  of  his  being  very  active  in  politics  pre- 
viounly,  on  the  starting  of  the  suffrage  movement,  which 
ouhninatQd  in  1842  in  what  has  since  been  known  as  the 
Dorr  campaign,  he  became  a  prominent  figure  in  that 
movement,  and  was  outspoken,  and  so  far  as  was  con- 
ulstent  with  his  general  character,  aggressive.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  Newport  were,  to 
UHo  the  name-  they  gave  themselves,  *4aw  and  order 
mon."  The  gentle  epithet  applied  by  their  adversaries 
waH  "Algerines."  They,  on  the  other  hand,  dubbed  their 
opponents  "Dorrites"  and  "Rebels."  The  heat  which 
grow  out  of  this  contest,  which  threatened  for  a  time  to 
Inaugurate  a  civil  war  which  might,  and  probably  would, 
have  involved  the  whole  country,  was  intense,  and  the 
fooling  against  the  Judge,  on  the  part  of  that  class  of  citi- 
roUM  who  had  been  for  many  years  the  chief  patrons  of  his 
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school,  was  very  bitter.     In  fact  so  great  was  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  public  that  in  the  height  of  the  excitement  he 
found  it  expedient  to  take  refuge  in  a  neighboring  state/ 
As  a   consequence  of    this  state   of  feeling   the   school 
languished  and  was  soon  discontinued. 

After  this  time,  if  not  before,  Judge  Joslin  was  always 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1845,  under 
Mr.  Polk's  administration,  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
of  Newport,  which  oflBce  he  administered  satisfactorily  for 
the  next  four  years.  Since  which  time  he  has  lived  very 
quietly,  never  having  revived  his  school. 

For  tlie  few  last  years  Judge  Joslin's  long  familiar 
figure  has  been  seldom  seen  in  the  streets.  The  asso- 
ciates of  his  active  life  have  left  him  behind  them,  but  he 
still  enjoys  the  communion  of  his  still  more  familiar 
friends,  his  books,  although  his  frequent  visits  to  Red- 
wood are  necessarily  suspended. 

However  we  may  regard  the  Judge's  politics,  he  has 
been  a  worthy  member  of  this  community  ;  he  has  lived 
the  life  of  a  reputable  and  exemplary  citizen ;  he  has 
been  instrumental  in  forming,  in  a  large  degree,  the  minds 
and  habits  of  the  generation  now  rapidly  passing  away, 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted  l)y  any  one  having  the  means  to 
judge,  that  he  performed  the  honorable  duties  of  an  in- 
structor of  youth,  in  an  honest,  faithful  and  conscientious 
manner. 

Some  of  the  Judge's  methods  were  peculiar  to  himself, 
80  far  as  I  know.  If  there  were  two  or  more  boys  of  the 
same  name  in  the  school,  he  always  addressed  them  as  Pri- 
mus, Secundus,  Tertius,  &c.  For  instance,  I  was  Turner 
Secundus,  my  cousin,  although  younger  than  I,  having 
been  longer  in  the  school.  Dr.  David  King  had  been  King 
Primus,  his  brother  Edward,  King  Secundus,  William  H., 
Bang  Tertius.     The  two   elder  had  left  the  school,  but 
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the  youngest  retained  his  title  and  was  never  known 
while  his  school  days  lasted  by  any  other  name  than 
Tertius  King.  It  is  very  creditable  to  the  Judge,  as  well 
as  to  themselves,  that  the  two  members  of  this  family  who 
entered  a  collegiate  course,  George  P.  and  David  took 
the  highest  honors  at  their  graduation  at  Brown  Uuniver- 
sity. 

Another  peculiar  habit  of  liis  was  in  calling  his  classes 
to  recitation,  instead  of  saying  class  in  Sallust,  Cicero, 
Virgil  or  Caesar,  it  was  class  in  Caius  Crispus,  Marcus 
Tullius,  Publius  or  Caius  Julius. 

The  predecesor  of  Mr.  Josliu  in  the  same  building  was 
John  Fraser,  so  pronounced,  although  the  spelling  (Fraser) 
does  not  seem  to  justify  it.  Mr.  Fraser  was  a  Scotchman, 
for  many  years  his  academy  took  very  high  rank  as  a 
classical  school,  and  very  few  of  the  elderly  people  of 
Newport  in  my  recollection  had  not  been  his  pupils  at 
sometime,  and  the  superior  claims  of  his  school  were  gen- 
erally recognized.  I  know  of  no  records  calculated  to 
furnish  any  details  connected  with  it,  and  only  very  few 
of  the  last  and  youngest  of  his  pupils  remain  among  us» 
these  within  a  few  years  have  erected  a  plain  monument 
over  his  grave  in  Trinity  Church  yard,  showing  their  ap- 
preciation for  his  services  and  their  respect  for  his  memory* 
Agaong  those  who  had  attended  liis  school  it  was  evidently 
regarded  as  one  of  the  institutions  of  Newport. 

Mr.  Fraser  died  on  the  third  of  October,  1821,  aged 
fifty-five  years.  You  are  aware  that  the  newspaper  of 
that  period  was  very  different  from  the  newspaper  of  to- 
day, only  two  weekly  papers  were  published  in  Newport, 
and  one  in  Providence,  and  probably  no  other  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  daily  papers  were  unknown  ;  no  army  of  re- 
porters was  employed,  as  Judge  Tourgee  told  us  the  other 
night,  *'to  pursue  us  to  the  grave'',  and  to  make  the  most 
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of  us  between  death  and  burial,  as  now,  consequently  no 
yerj  extended  obituary  notice  of  Mr.  Fraser  is  extant ; 
such  as  appeai-s  in  the  Newport  Mercury  of  Oct.  6,  1821. 
I  take  leave  to  quote  in  full. 

DIED 

**In  this  town,  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  John  Fraser, 
"in  the  56th year  of  his  age.  He  was,  for  nearly  thirty 
*' years,  an  eminent  teacher  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  lan- 
*'guages,  and  the  mathematics.  His  qualifications  were 
**  highly  respectable,  founded  on  a  finished  education  at 
•'  the  High  School  and  University  of  Edinburgh.  Many 
"  of  his  scholars  have  been  celebrated  for  the  extent  and 
^^  accuracy  of  their  classical  and  mathematical  attainments. 
"  Mr.  Fmser  was  an  honest  man,  never  ashamed  of,  and 
*' reflecting  honor  upon  that  highly  literary  nation,  Scot- 
ch land  which  gave  him  birth.  His  loss  will  be  deeply 
*'  felt,  and  his  memory,  as  a  man  of  science  and  integrity, 
"  will  be  held  in  high  respect  by  his  fellow  citizens." 

This  notice  furnishes  most  of  the  record  evidence,  upon 
which  a  biographical  sketch  can  be  founded,  and  even 
this  is  more  extended  than  was  awarded  many  prominent 
men  of  that  day,  and  it  thoroughly  justifies  the  tradition- 
al impression  that  pervaded  the  atmosphere  surrounding 
Mr.  Fraser's  name  in  the  eailier  half  of  this  century. 

I  think  that  when  a  name  is  to  be  assigned  to  any  cred- 
itable building  to  be  hereafter  erected  in  this  city  for  ed- 
ucational uses,  no  qame  could  be  applied  to  it  more  appro- 
paiate  than  that  of  John  Fraser,  since  he  gave  to  New- 
port higher  relative  accademical  rank  than  she  has  ever 
attained  at  any  other  period. 

LEVI  TOWER. 

Among  the  educatora  of  the  earlier  part  of  this  century  in 
Newport,  Mr.  Levi  Tower  occupied  a  conspicuous  place. 
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He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1800,  and  shortly  af- 
ter became  an  assistantin  Mr.  Robert  Rogers'  School, where 
the  Clarke  street  Public  School  now  is,  in  the  rear  of  the 
Artillery  Armory.  After  Mr.  Rogers'  retirement  Mr. 
Tower  established  himself  in  the  same  building,  and  con- 
tinued to  occupy  it  during  most  of  his  life.  No  building 
was  more  familiar  to  everybody  than  Towers'  School 
House,  and  probably  more  people  were  pupils  of  Mr. 
Tower  during  his  career  than  any  of  his  co temporaries. 
His  methods  were  very  positive,  and  adapted  to  ancient 
predjudices,  and  his  friends  and  supporters  were  very 
warm  in  their  adhesion,  and  on  the  whole  his  school  was 
very  popular ;   he  died  in  1854,  aged. 

Mr.  Tower's  school  was  discontinued  somewhere  about 
1840,  partly  because  he  began  to  give  way  to  the  infirmi- 
ties of  age,  partly  because  of  the  competition  of  younger 
and  more  active  men,  but  especially  because  the  growth  of 
the  public  school  system  was  fast  driving  out  of  the  field 
all  private  schools  except  those  of  the  very  highest  grade, 
and  as  these  were  partially  dependent  upon  pupils  who 
studied  only  the  more  elementary  branches  at  lower  rates 
of  tuition.  All  alike  were  smitten  with  Cachexia,  and 
eventually  succumbed  to  the  inevitable. 

RODMAN. 

The  family  of  Rodman  having  supplied  Newport 
with  three  generations  of  physicians,  afterwards  provid- 
ed her  also  with  three  generations  of  school-masters. 

Doctor  Thomas  Rodman  with  his  brother  John,  also  a 
Physician  came  to  Newport  from  the  island  of  Barbadoes 
at  an  early  period  ;  John  remained  in  Newport  for  a  short 
time,  when  he  removed  to  Block  Island ;  eventually  he 
settled  on  the  western  part  of  Long  Island,  and  became  the 
ancestor  of  a  numerous  progeny,  some  of  whom  have  been 
and  now  are  prominent  people  in  that  region. 
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Thomas  Rodman  married  a  daughter  of  Peter  Easton, 
and  had  a  son  and  daughter.  The  son  Thomas  was  a 
Physician  and  settled  in  South  Kingstown,  where  many  of 
his  descendants  now  live.  The  first  Dr.  Thomas  married 
second,  a  daughter  of  Governor  Walter  Clarke,  and  had 
five  children,  of  whom  one,  Clarke,  became  a  Physician, 
and  practiced  medicine  in  Newport  from  1720  to  1752. 
He  married  Ann  Coggeshall,  daughter  of  Daniel,  of  Ports- 
mouth, and  had  nine  children,  of  whom  two,  Walter  and 
Thomas  were  physicians  and  practiced  in  Newport. 

Dr.  Clarke  Rodman  lived  in  the  house  formerly  stand 
ing  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Parade  and  Thames 
street,  where  Mr.  Henry  Young's  brick  building  now  is, 
and  which  was  removed  to  the  west  end  of  Bridge  street 
by  Mr.  Young.  The  lot  was  given  to  Dr.  Rodman  by  the 
will  of  his  grandfather.  Governor  Clarke,  and  it  was  oc- 
cupied as  a  residence  by  himself  during  his  life,  subse- 
quently by  his  son.  Dr.  Thomas  Rodman,  then  by  Dr. 
Isaac  Senter  during  his  brilliant  career  in  Newport,  then 
by  Dr.  Benjamin  Waite  Case,  for  many  years,  and   finally 

from  1838  to by  Dr.   Daniel  Watson,  so  that  it  was 

identified  with  the  medical  profession  for  about  one  hun- 
dred  and  fifty  years,  which  is  rather  a  remarkable  circum- 
stance.  Another  son  of  Dr.  Clarke  Rodman  was  Joseph  ; 
he  married  Mary  Miller,  of  Boston.  Their  son  Clarke  was 
80  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  first  school  teacher  ;  he  was 
bom  June  10, 1750,  and  died  Sept.  14, 1838,  aged  88  years. 
His  residence  was  the  ancient  edifice,  southwest  corner 
of  Mary  and  Spring  streets,  now  occupied  by  Benjamin 
W.  Pearce,  Esq.  He  must  have  kept  a  school  for  fifty 
years  or  more,  and  must  have  been  a  popular  teacher, 
since  he  raised  a  large  and  very  respectable  family.  He 
will  be  remembered  by  many  people  now  living,  in  his 
extreme  old  age,  as  the  typical  representative  of  the  old 
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time  Quaker  in  drab  habiliments  and  broad  brimmed  hat. 
Within  my  recollection  he  kept  no  school. 

His  son  John  Rodman  was  born  March  18,  1785;  he 
married  Rebecca  Peckham  and  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  four  daughters  still  survive,  two  of  them  occupying 
their  father's  homestead,  corner  of  Touro  and  Division 
streets.  John  Rodman  died  in  1827,  aged  42  years  ;  he, 
like  his  father,  had  given  all  his  active  life  to  tlie  instruc- 
tion of  the  children  of  Newport,  in  which  he  was  like- 
wise successful  in  acquiring  a  large  degree  of  confidence 
among  his  fellow  townsmen.  His  school  was  originally 
in  School  street,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death  it  occupied 
a  building  in  Division  street,  on  the  same  premises  as  his 
residence.  This  building  was  afterward  removed  across 
the  street  and  converted,  with  some  additions,  into  the 
Nicolai  cottage,  now  ocii^npied  by  H.  E.  Turner,  Jr. 

Rev.  Thomas  P.  Rodman,  son  of  John  Rodman,  also 
taught  a  school  in  the  same  building  for  a  few  years,  but 
not  until  some  years  after  the  decease  of  his  father,  at 
which  time  he  was  only  a  boy.  He  was  a  fellow  pupil  of 
mine  at  Mr.  Joslin's  school  in  1831-2,  and  a  most  dilligent 
and  intelligent  student  he  was  then  and  after.  My  young- 
er brothers  attended  his  school  in  Division  street,  and  he 
was  esteemed  a  capable  and  faithful  teacher.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  literary  tendencies  and  very  fond  of  classi- 
cal studies.  His  talents  were  very  versatile  ;  he  wrote 
poetry  of  a  high  onler  of  merit  with  the  utmost  facility, 
and  his  prose  productions  were  equally  meritorious.  I 
don't  know  that  he  appeared  in  print  except  in  periodi- 
cals, but  his  effusions  were  eminently  worthy  to  be  per- 
petuated. At  school  he  was  regarded  as  a  prodigy.  His 
mind  always  had  a  turn  towards  theological  enquiry,  and 
eventually  he  became  a  Swedenborgian  divine,  and  died 
some   years   since  in  the  incumbency  of  a  church  of  that 


Schools  and  Schoolmaaters  of  Newport.  221 

denomination  in  Philadelphia.  Doubtless  there  are  in 
this  city  many  men  in  active  life,  who  were  pupils  of 
Thomas  Rodman. 

Cotemporary  with  him,  a  school  was  taught  by  Thomas 
P.  Nichols  in  the  building  in  Marlboro  street,  afterwards 
the  jeweller's  shop  of  his  father,  William  S.  Nichols,  and 
originally  the  cabinet  maker's  shop  of  his  grandfather, 
Walter  Nichols,  now  occupied  as  a  jeweller's  shop  by 
William  Bliss,  Esq.  Some  of  my  brothers  also  attended 
this  school.  Here  some  quite  prominent  men  derived 
part  of  their  training.  For  example  :  Ex-Governor  Van 
Zandt,  Postmaster  Coggeshall  and  Col.  Thomas  L.  Casey, 
U.  S.  Army,  engineer  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the 
Washington  monument,  (ue  of  the  stupendous  engineer- 
ing triumphs  of  this  age  of  wonderful  erections.  Mr. 
Nichols  was  an  efficient  and  conscientious. instructor.  Mr. 
Nichols'  mind  had,  as  well  as  Mr.  Rodman's,  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  theological  theorizations,  which  eventujited  in 
his  uniting  himself  to  the  Society  of  Friends. 

In  the  early  times  most  of  the  schools  were  in  charge  of 
men  who  made  it  a  profession,  and  the  title  Master  was 
prefixed  to  their  names,  as  Dr.  to  medical  men,  Squire 
to  lawyer  and  Elder  to  ministers.  For  exara])le,  elderly 
men  used  to  speak  of  Master  Coit  who  kept,  as  we  used 
to  say,  a  school  here  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  years 
ago.  And  Master  Freebody  is  well  remembered  by  many 
people  now  living,  and  whose  field  of  labor  included  New- 
port and  Middletown  at  different  times,  to  this  class  most 
of  whom  I  have  spoken  belonged.  At  a  later  time  schools 
were  generally  taught  by  young  gentlemen  in  preparation 
for  other  avocations.  After  the  suspension  or  decline  of 
the  older  schools  a  school  was  established  in  J.  W.  Sher- 
man's building  in  Thames  street,  second  story,  over  what 
18  now  Mr.  Freeborn's  auction  store,  and  taught  by  Mr. 
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Hai-per,  which  was  afterwurds  removed  to  Mr.  Sayer'8 
building  in  litill  street,  and  was  called,  I  think,  the  New- 
port Academy.  This  was  a  very  respectable  classical 
school,  and  was  taught  successively  by  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Noble,  Mr.  Wells  and  Mr.  Tyler.  All  these  were  excel- 
lent teachers  and  men  of  scholarly  attainments,  but  all 
were  prepared  for  professional  life  and  taught  for  limited 
periods.  Messrs.  Noble  and  Wells  became  lawyers,  and 
Messrs.  Harper  and  Tyler  physicians.  The  latter  became 
eminent,  and  was  for  many  years  superintendent  of  the 
Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Somerville,  near  Boston. 

In  saying,  as  I  did  when  speaking  of  Mr.  Fraser,  that 
Newport  took  higher  academic  rank  then  than  at  any 
other  period,  I  did  not  mean  to  disparage  the  excellent 
schools  that  have  more  recently  existed  under  charge  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Choules,  Mr.  Leverett,  Mr.  Fay,  Mr.  Spencer 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Child,  but  a  great  number  of  first  class 
academies  with  large  endowments  have  come  into  exis- 
tence in  various  parts  of  New  England  which  did  not 
exist  in  Mr.  Fraser's  time. 

Another  teacher  of  the  old  time  sort  was  Eleazer 
Trevett.  His  school,  in  which  classical  studits  had  no 
part,  was  in  Barney  street,  on  the  spot  occupied  by  Col. 
William  B.  Swan's  house.  It  was  a  building  of  one  story 
with  an  ornamental  belfry,  which  gave  it  the  air  which 
generally  distinguished  the  school  houses  of  the  period. 
About  1830  Mr.  Trevett's  school  was  discontinued,  and 
the  building  became  the  first  church  in  Newport  where 
Roman  Catholic  service  was  held.  It  was  used  by  the 
Catholics  for  several  years,  and  until  they  erected  a  larger 
building  on  the  corner  of  High  street  just  above,  which 
eventually  they  outgrew  and  removed  to  their  present 
elegant  church  edifice  on  Spring  street. 

Mr.  Trevett  never  resumed  school  teaching  but  lived 
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many  years  after,  and  to  extreme  old  age.  One  of  the 
notable  things  about  Mr.  Trevett's  school  was  that  he 
emploj^ed  as  an  assistant  at  one  time  a  young  man  who 
was  afterward  Governor  William  L.  Marcy  of  New  York, 
and  a  distinguished  member  of  President  Polk's  cabinet. 

Mr.  Trevett's  school  was  always  esteemed  a  good  one. 
It  subsisted  many  years,  and  he  was  a  man  of  a  substan- 
tial estate.  He  was  for  many  years  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  after  the  establishment  of  our  municipal  court 
he  sat  upon  its  bench,  and  thus  attained  the  dignity  and 
title  of  Judge,  by  which  title  he  will  be  familiarly  remem- 
bered by  many  of  our  citizens  who  had  no  associations* 
with  him  as  a  school-master. 

There  was  a  school  also  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
building  now  occupied  as  a  work-shop  by  William  Broth- 
erson  below,  and  Mr.  Wood  above  stairs,  in  Spring  street, 
between  Mary  and  Church  streets,  kept,  in  ni}^  earliest 
recollection,  by  Milton  Hall.  It  was  afterwards  conducted 
by  a  Mr.  Erhardt,  at  the  time  1  was  at  Mr.  Joslin's.  This 
was  a  very  respectable  school.  Mr.  Erhardt  left  Newport 
and  I  never  heard  anything  of  his  subsequent  career. 

What  was  known  as  the  Church  School  was  at  the 
corner  of  Mary  and  School  streets,  in  the  building  now 
occupied  by  Shiloh  Baptist  Church.  This  building  was 
erected  and  the  school  conducted  originally  by  Trinity 
Church,  by  means  of  a  bequest  by  Samuel  Kay,  Esq., 
early  in  tiie  18th  century,  and  was  under  the  mastership 
of  the  Rectors  of  that  Church  in  its  earlier  days.  In  my 
recollection  it  was  taught  first  by  Mr.  Metcalf  Brown,  an 
Englishman,  who  introduced  the  Lancasterian  method  of 
instruction,  then  a  noveltj-,  (which,  I  believe,  was  also 
practiced  by  Mr.  Guild,  in  the  Mill  street  public  school). 
Mr.  Brown  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Keith,  a  Scotch 
Presbyterian  in  advanced  years,  and  1  do  not  recollect 
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any  week  day  school  in  the  building  after  Mr.  Keith. 
Afterwards  it  was  used  as  a  lecture  room  and  for  their 
Sunday  school,  by  Trinity  Church,  for  many  years,  and 
until  the  erection  of  Kay  Chapel  in  Church  street,  which 
superseded  the  necessity  for  it,  when  it  was  disposed  of 
to  the  Church  which  now  worships  in  it. 

An  excellent  school  was  kept  for  several  years,  be- 
tween 1830  and  1840,  in  Gidley  street,  by  Mr.  John 
Paine,  who  had  previously  established  a  hi*^h  reputation 
in  a  school  at  Portsmouth.  He  gave  promise  of  being  a 
valuable  accession  to  the  community,  but  died  in  the 
prime  of  his  usefulness. 

I  have  thus  hurriedly  glanced  at  the  schools  of  which 
the  principals  were  males,  so  far  as  I  remember  them, 
and  not  improbably  I  may  have  overlooked  some  which  I 
should  have  mentioned,  and  I  should  not  fail  to  remind 
you  that  in  most,  and  probably  all,  of  these  schools  girls 
as  well  as  boys  were  taught,  and  I  don't  remember  hear- 
ing the  question  of  the  co-education  of  the  sexes  treated 
as  a  problem  until  long  after. 

Coeval  with  those  schools,  there  were  quite  a  large 
number  of  schools  taught  by  females,  both  for  boys 
and  girls,  the  preparatory  or,  as  we  say  now,  the  primary 
schools,  of  these  were  Miss  Godfrey's,  corner  of  Long 
Wharf  and  Thames  street,  Mrs.  Tew's,  Coddington  street, 
Mi>s  Tew's,  Marlboro'  and  Meeting  streets,  Miss  Strat- 
ton's,  foot  of  Mary  street,  Miss  Handy 's,  Miss  Billings', 
Mrs.  Hunter's,  Miss  Ci«rr's,  and  others  which  I  cannot  re- 
call. All  of  these  wi^re  respectable  and  extremely  useful; 
they  were  not  necessarily  preparatory,  except  as  regards 
the  boys,  who  required  a  ma.ster'.^  control ;  they  taught 
the  girls  most  of  what  they  required  to  learn,  and  especi- 
ally, the  girls  were  in- triicted  in  the  useful  aits  of  sew- 
ing and  knitting. 
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I  have  given  such  reminiscences  as  I  hoped  might  inter- 
est you,  of  the  period  immediately  preceding  and  merging 
into  that  when  public  education  became  fully  established 
as  a  system.  I  was  an  early  and  ardent  friend  of  the 
principle,  and  my  faith  is  not  shaken  in  its  beneficence, 
but  the  question  is  yet  on  trial,  and  nothing  but  time  can 
determine  it,  whether  an  education  furnished  to  every 
person  with  no  effort  on  the  part  of  parents  or  children, 
but  the  application  necessary  to,  avail  of  it  will  produce 
as  stalwart  and  robust  an  intelligence  as  education  dug 
out  of  the  earth,  or  knocked  out  of  the  anvil,  or  otherwise 
wrought  out  by  the  parents  of  our  forbears^  or  by  their 
own  youthful  hands?  This  problem  is  now  on  trial;  I 
shall  not  see  its  solution,  you  pos5^ibly  may. 


The  following  inscription  is  copied  from  a  stone  in  the 

little  cemetery  near  Barrington,  R.  I. : 

In  memory  of 

Benjamin, 

fcon  of  Mr.  John  Medbery 

&  Anna  his  wife, 

who  fell  in  ye  battle 

on  Rhode  Island, 

August  29th,  1778,  Bravely 

Fighting  for  ye  Liberty 

of  his  country,  aged 

19  years,  1  month  &  27  days. 


T.  Allen's  Marine  List^  published  at  New  London, 
Conn.,  June  3,  1790,  thus  announces  the  adoption  of  the 
U.  S.  Constitution  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  :  "Ar- 
rived at  New  York,  The  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
there  moored  in  the  Union,  two  fathoms  only.  A  Nar- 
Bow  By,  Faith,  Jack." 
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ANCESTORS  OF  JEREMIAH  AUSTIN. 


CONTRIBUTED  BY  J.  O.  AUSTIN,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 


[The  figure!  before  the  principals  in  the  following  article,  refer  to  the 

diagram  on  page  226.] 


1.  Jeremiah  Austin  was  born  1758,  at  Charlestown, 
R.  I.  Married  1783,  Feb.  26,  Patience  Fish,  daughter  of 
David  and  Jemima  (Tallman)  Fish.  She  was  born  1753, 
April  13. 

He  died  1822,  Dec.  11.    She  died  1831,  Dec.  29. 

He  moved'  from  Rhode  Island  with  his  father  in  early 
life,  and  was  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  tanning  busi- 
ness in  town  of  Rochester,  Mass.  He  moved  from  there 
to  Little  Compton,  R.  L,  about  1796. 

•  1804,  Aug.  2,  he  bought  the  estate  located  at  166 
Thames  street  (on  the  west  side)  consisting  of  two  tene- 
ments and  a  store  used  for  a  grocery,  and  cellar  used  for  a 
bakery.  He  lived  in  one  of  the  tenements  for  a  time. 
(He  sold  the  property  1812,  March  3,  for  $2000). 

1808.  In  this  year  he  bought  a  place  in  Ferrisburg, 
Vt.,  where  his  brother  James  was  living,  but  did  not  stay 
there  long,  removing  finally  to  Nantucket,  where  his  son 
Joseph  was  located. 

1818.  He  published  (by  Benjamin  Lindsey,  New  Bed- 
ford) a  pamphlet  entitled  "Gospel  Doctrine  Vindicated, 
and  freed  from  the  mist  in  which  it  is  involved  by  Oliver 
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Bartlett's  book,  which  he  calls  'A  Vindication  of  the  Two 
Gospel  Ordinances,  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper.'  " 

Like  his  father  he  placed  a  high  value  on  education, 
and  he  kept  the  same  religious  faith,  remaining  a  Quaker 
through  life. 

His  children  were  as  follows : 

I.  David,  b.  1784,  March  21 ;  d.  1818,  May  15 ; 

m.  Anna  Dexter. 

II.  Isaac,  b.  1785,  Aug.  19 ;  d.  1864,  Dec.  — ;  m. 

Anna  Easton  1816,  Nov.  20. 

in.     Joseph,  b.  1786,  Nov.  13  ;  d.  1817,  Aug.  24;  m. 
Rachael  Hussey,  1808,  Dec.  7. 

IV.  Jemima,  b.  1788,  April  29;   d.  1867,  July  S; 

unmarried. 

V.  Daniel,  b.  1789,  March  20  ;  d. ;  m.  Rachel 

Gardner  1812,  May  6. 


2.  Jeremiah  Austin  was  born  1730,  March  24,  at 
Westerly,  R.  I.  He  married  1748,  August  8,  Margaret 
Congdon.  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Eldred) 
Congdon.  She  was  born  1725,  Oct.  1.  He  died  1815, 
Dec.  20.  wShe  died  1812,  Jan.  29.  He  lived  in  that  part 
of  Westerly  which  wa»  set  off  (1738)  as  Charlestown. 
1759,  Feb.  26,  he  joined  the  Friends  (Quakers)  at  a 
monthly  meeting  at  South  Kingstown.  1761,  Jan.  25,  he 
was  representative  to  monthly  meeting,  and  is  shown  by 
records  of  the  meeting  to  have  been  a  very  useful  mem- 
ber, becoming  in  later  years  an  Elder.  In  the  book  en- 
titled ''Memorials  of  Deceased  Friends,"  (Providence, 
1841)  there  is  quite  a  sketch  of  his  life.  His  wife's 
father,  James  Congdon,  died  in  1757,  and  by  his  will  he 
left  her  a  slave  described  as  a  Spanish  Indian  girl  called 
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*'Flora,"  but,  believing  it  unjust  to  keep  slaves,  Jeremiah 
freed  her.  Soon  after  this  he  was  appointed  manager  of 
Thomas  Hazard's  farm,  who  was  also  a  Quaker,  and 
preacher  for  tliat  sect  for  forty  years.  His  grandson, 
Isaac  P.  Hazard,  alluding  (see  Updike's  History  of  Narra- 
gansett  Church)  to  Jeremiah  Austin's  act  in  freeing  the 
slave  when  himself  a  poor  man,  says  that  Thomas  Hazard 
placed  Jeremiah  Austin  "highest  on  the  list  of  dis- 
tinguished philanthropists."  1765,  Dec.  30,  he  requested 
a  removal  certificate  from  Friends  to  Rochester,  Mass., 
and  this  was  signed  next  month,  and  he  soon  removed  to 
his  new  home,  where  he  lived  twenty  years.  1785,  hi 
went  to  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  where  he  took  charge  of 
the  Seaconuet  Point  Farm  for  Wm.  Rotch  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  some  time.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  visited 
his  children  at  their  different  homes,  his  son  James  being 
located  at  Ferrisburgh,  Vt.,  at  that  time,  and  his  son 
Joshua  at  Easton,  N.  Y.  His  grandson,  Joshua,  Jr.,  came 
to  live  with  him  at  Little  Compton,  and  at  this  grandson's 
in  Little  Compton  he  died,  expressing  himself  shortly  be- 
fore death  as  grateful  that  he  owed  nothing  and  had  been 
able  to  give  a  good  education  to  his  children.  He  and 
his  wife  were  buried  at  Little  Compton,  as  also  hit 
daughter  Elizabeth,  his  grandson  Joshua,  and  the  latter's 
wife  Diana.     His  children  were  as  follows : 

I.            Joseph,  b.  1749 ;  d.  1827,   Sept.  11 ;  m.  Pa. 
tience  Grinnell. 

IL  Hannah,  b.         ;  d.         ;  m. Cross. 

in.        Joshua,  b.         ;  d.         ;  m. . 

IV.  Jeremiah,  b.  1758  ;  d.  1822,  Dec.  11;  m.  Pa- 

tience Fish,  1783,  Feb.  26. 

V.  Margaret,  b.         ;  d.         ;   m.  Mobcs  Bower- 

man. 
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VI.  Dorcas,  b.        ;   d.        ;  m.   Jonathan   West- 

gate. 

VII.  Phebe,  b.         ;  d.        ;  m.  Paul  Bowerman. 

VIII.  James,  b.        ;  d.         ;  m.  Ruth  Fish. 

IX.  Elizabeth,  b.        ;  d.  1822,  Feb.  28 ;  m.  Pre- 

served Fish,  1813,  Jan.  27. 


3.    Robert  Austin  was  born  about  1690  at  Kingstown, 

R.  I.     He  married  Hannah .     (Query  :  Who  were 

her  parents  ?)  He  died  1752  ;  she  died  before  that  date. 
1716,  June  4,  he  had  moved  to  Westerly  previous  to  this 
date,  as  the  records  of  that  town  show  a  vote  of  Town 
Council  that  Robert  Austin  and  two  others  '*be  allowed 
three  shillings  a  piece  for  conveying  of  a  distracted  to  the 
authority  of  Stonington."  This  constables  service  must 
have  been  performed  soon  after  his  removal  from  his  birth 
phice.  1721,  Sept.  29,  (acknowledged  1722,  Aug.  22)  he 
l)()nj.jht  of  William  and  Ellen  Davel  three  acres,  more  or 
luMH,  at  Westerly,  bounded  easterly  by  a  fresh  pond,  "and 
a  Hiniill  JHljiiid  which  is  part  of  said  three  acres."  He  paid 
£\C)  for  this  juircel  of  land,  and  the  deed  calls  him  "Cord- 
waiuiir."  1727,  his  name  is  in  a  ''list  of  all  the  freemen 
of  W(^s(t;rly  town  from  the  first  settlement  thereof.'* 
Wifit  •'an.  16,  he  bought  of  George  Ninigret,  "Chief 
Ha<th<Mii  of  the  Narragansett  County  in  New  England, 
Indian,"  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  in  Charlestown  for 
Xy70.  (11ns  Sachem  was  crowned  1735  and  died  1746, 
and  vviiH  grandson  to  Ninigret  who  succeeded  to  the 
III  Minn  on  (ho  death  of  Canonicus.)  1745,  March  12, 
Itolii'il  Austin  sold  Joseph  Dodge  three  acres  more  or 
liiftti  in  ('harloslown,  with  all  the  buildings  and  improve- 
innnhi  thornon,  for  X278.  He  thus  lived  for  twenty- 
Ihtnn  y«^'it'H  on  his  three  acre  piece  of  ground,  pursuing 
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his  occupation  of  a  shoemaker,  and  then  purchased  the 
larger  tract,  when  doubtless  he  added  farming  to  his 
other  vocation.  1752,  April  13,  administration  on  his 
estate  was  given  to  his  son  Robtit,  wlio  brought  in  an 
inventory  the  next  month  showing  £258  17s.  Among 
the  items  were:  Wearing  clothes,  X5;  cash,  £7, 12s;  one 
pair  of  steers,  one  cow,  one  heifer,  nine  goats,  two  hogs, 
three  sheep,  six  chair  frames,  one  table,  one  chest  and 
box,  two  spinning  wheels,  one  warming  pan,  ironware, 
shoemakers  tools,  etc.,  etc. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

I.  Robert,  b. ;d.  before  1793  ;  m. 

II.  Jeremiah,  b.  1730.  Mch.  24;  d.  1815,  Dec.  m.  Mar- 
garet Coiigdon,  1748,  Aug.  8. 


4.  Jeremiah  Austin  was   born  about  1665  at   Kings 

Town,  R.    I.     He    married    Elizabeth   .     (Query: 

Who  were  her  parents?)     He  died  1754;  she   died   after 
1752. 

1687,  Sept.  6,  he  was  taxed  at  Rochester,  (alias  Kings 
Town),  1  s.  under  the  levy  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  United  Cv)lonies.  Tlie  heaviest  taxpayer  in 
the  list  of  138  persons  was  M  ijor  Richard  Smith,  XI.  19s. 
lOd.  1720.  At  about  this  date  he  and  his  son  Jeremiah 
had  ear  marks  granted  for  their  sheep,  and  two  years 
later  he  and  Jeremiah,  Jr.  were  present  at  town  meeting 
at  Kings  Town.  The  town  of  South  Kingstown  was  set 
off  this  year  (1722),  the  remaining  part  being  called 
North  Kingstown,  and  the  records  of  the  original  town 
remaining  there.  Twenty  years  later  Exeter  was  set  off 
from  North  Kingstown,  and  thus  Jeremiah  Austin  is  found 
living  successively  in  three  towns,  yet  perhaps  always  on 
same  piece   of  land.     1752,   M|ir.   6,  will ;  proved,  1754; 
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Ex.,  wife  Elizabeth;  witnesses,  Jeffrey  Champlin,  Wm. 
Sweet,  Wm.  Davis.  He  calls  himself  "weak  in  body  and 
well  stricken  in  years.*'  To  his  wife  Elizabeth  he  gives 
all  his  pewter,  two  iron  kettles  and  iron  pot,  two  feather 
beds  and  all  movable  estate.  He'  had  doubtless  already 
deeded  his  real  estate  to  his  children.  At  the  time  of  his 
(Jeath  there  were  seven  Jeremiah  Austins  living,  viz: 
Jeremiah,  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  and  Jeremiah,  3d,  also  three 
grandsons  (sons  respectively  of  Robert,  Pasko  and  Eze- 
kiel),  and  a  grand  nephew  (son  of  his  brother  Joseph's 
son  Robert).     His  children  were  as  follows : 

I.         Robert,  b. ;d.  1762  ;  m.  Hannah  . 

H.        Pasko,  b.         ;  d.  1774 ;  m.  Margaret  Sunder- 
land, 1725,  Oct.  25.  • 
in.      Jeremiah,  b.         ;  d;  1778  ,  m.  Sarah . 

IV.  David,  b.         ;  d.         ;  m.  Dinah  . 

V.  Stephen,  b.         ;  d.  1752  ;  m.  Mary  Fish,  1729, 

Apr.  25. 

VI.  Mercy,  b.  ;    d.  ;  m.    Benoni   Austin, 

1729,  Aug.  — . 

VII.  Daniel,  b.         ;  d.  1737  ;  m.  Ann  Baker,  1732, 

Apr.  9. 

VIII.  Ezekiel,  b.         ;  d.         ;  in. . 


Robert  Austin  was  undoubtedly  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  Rhode  Island,  but  of  him  little  can  be  found  on 
the  records,  though  his  name  has  been  perpetuated.  Two 
of  his  sons,  (Jeremiah  and  Joseph)  having  named  sons 
for  him.  He  must  have  died  early,  as  in  the  tax  list  al- 
ready referred  to  (1687)  his  name  does  not  appear,  though 
his  sons  Jeremiah  and  Edward  are  in  the  list,  and  a  few 
years  later  the  names  of  two  other  sons,  Joseph  and  John 
appear  on  the  public  records.    1661,   Sept.  15,  his   name 
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appears  in  a  list  of  65  persons,  (residents  of  Newport, 
Portsmouth  and  Kings  Town  mostly),  who  were  to  have 
lots  at  the  new  settlement  of  Misquaraicut  (Westerly). 
Lots  measured  80  rods  by  12,  and  every  man  was  to  pay 
jB7  or  forfeit  his  right.  Lot  No.  12  fell  to  Robert  Austin, 
but  neither  he  nor  many  of  the  others  ever  settled  there. 
His  home  was  Kings  Town,  doubtless. 

His  children  were  as  follows : 

I.      Jeremiah,  b. ;  d.  1754  ;  m.  Elizabeth . 

IL     Edward,  b.         ;  d.         ;  m. . 

IIL  Joseph,  b.         ;  d.  ;  m.  Mary . 


IV.  John,  b.         ;  d.  1752,  Apr.  17  ;  ni.  Mary 


10.  James  Conqdon  was  born  1686,  April  19,  at  Kings- 
town, R.  I.  He  married,  first,  Margaret  Eldred,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Martha  (Knowles)  Eldred.     He  married, 

second, Westcott.     He  married,  third,  1789,  Nov. 

15,  Mary  Hoxie,  widow  of  Joseph  Hoxie,  and  daughter 

of  Robert  and  Deborah  ( )  Taylor.     He  died  1757, 

Sept.  27.  His  first  wife  died  about  1728.  His  second 
wife  died  about  1734.  His  third  wife  died  after  1755. 
1706.  In  this  year  an  ear-mark  for  sheep  was  granted  him 
at  Kingstown,  and  three  years  later  he  and  Samuel 
Eldred,  Capt.  John  Eldred  and  John  Grownut  bought 
430  acres  of  "vacant  lands"  ordered  sold  by  legislature. 
1718,  Feb.  11,  he  bought  of  his  brother  Benjamin,  for 
JS308,  mansion  house  and  sixty  acres  at  "Mashantatask,*' 
on  the  north  side  of  Pawtuxet  river,  within  the  then 
bounds  of  Providence,  and  he  continued  a  resident  of 
Providence  twenty-six  years.  1731-32-33-34,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Providence.  1739.  He 
married  his  third  wife  this  year,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed at  the  residence  of  the  bride,  that  "being  the  usual 
meeting  place  in  Charlestown."     He  had  probably  joined 
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the  Friends  Society  by  request  shortly  before  this  mar. 
riage.  Henceforward  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  became  his 
home.  1745.  He  was  Moderator  of  town  meeting  this 
year,  and  again  in  1756.  1745-47-48-49-50,  Deputy  to 
represent  Charlestown  in  Legislature.  1747,  48,  Town 
Council,  and  Ratemaker  in  the  latter  year.  1765,  Sept. 
11,  will ;  proved  1757 ;  executors,  sons  Benjamin  and 
John;  witnesses,  Joseph  Hoxie,  Mary  Hoxie,  Benjamin 
Peckham,  Jr.  He  gives  wife  Mary  the  negro  woman  named 
Sail  and  negro  girl  Phillis,  and  use  and  improvement  of 
five  cows  and  fifty  sheep,  and  three  beds  while  his  widow. 
Also  for  support  of  herself  and  three  youngest  children, 
she  to  have  use  of  negro  man  Caesar,  and  Spanish  Indian 
girl  Satira,  during  her  widowhood.  His  wife  was  given 
her  choice  of  a  riding  horse,  saddle,  etc.  To  son  James 
one  hundred  acres  in  South  Kingstown  and  a  dwelling 
house  in  Charlestown,  where  he  was  living,  with  twenty 
acres  of  land,  and  a  mulatto  woman  named  Cuff.  To  son 
Samuel  a  bond  for  JB150,  held  against  him,  with  accrued 
interest.  To  son  Benjamin  all  lands  and  houses  in  Crans- 
ton in  place  called  "Shantacott."  To  son  William  land 
in  South  Kingstown,  and  south  half  of  a  dwelling  house 
in  the  town  which  son  Josej)h  lives  in.  To  son  John, 
forty  acres  in  Charlestown  and  land  in  South  Kingstown. 
To  son  Joseph  north  half  of  house  where  he  lived,  and 
30  acres.  Son  Robert  (under  21)  land  in  Charlestown 
under  certain  conditions.  He  gives  other  lands  to  sons, 
and  gives  X50  to  his  son  Ephraim,  and  to  his  daughter 
Martha  he  gives  Spanish  Indian  girl  Hannah  for  life  and 
then  to  her  children,  also  two  beds,  riding  beast,  saddle 
and  bridle  and  XlOO,  and  two  cows.  To  daughter  Mar- 
garet Spanish  Indian  girl  Flora  for  life  and  then  to  her 
children,  two  beds  and  household  goods  in  house  where 
she  lives,  and  two  cows.     To  daughter  Dorcas  Spanish 
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Indian  girl  Grace  for  life,  and  then  to  children,  house- 
hold goods,  horse,  dec,  and  2  cows.  To  daughter  Susan- 
nah, a  negro  girl  Lettice,  1  bed  and  XlOO,  &c.  To  daugh- 
ter Phebe  X500  when  18.  To  daughter  Elizabeth,  Span- 
ish Indian  woman  Dinah,  and  £100,  &c.  To  daughter 
Penelope  X50.  His  daughters  Elizabeth,  Martha  and  Su- 
sannah were  to  have  use  of  a  room  in  house  given  Joseph 
and  WiUam  while  said  daughters  remained  single,  with 
privilege  of  dressing  victuals  in  the  kitchen,  and  keep  of 
2  cows.  All  rest  of  estate  to  sons  Benjamin  and  John 
equally.     His  children  were  as  follows : 

1st  Wife. 

I.  James,  b. ;  d. ;    m.  (1st)  Silence  Hol- 

way,  1732,  May  2 ;  (2d)  Elizabeth  Pike, 
1746,  Jan.  80. 

II.  Penelope,  b.      ;  d.  ;  m.  Nicholas  Sheldon. 

III.  Benjamin,  bom  1711 ;  d.  1799 ;    m.  Barbara 

Williams. 

IV.  Samuel,  b.        ;  d.        ;  m.  Mary  Eldred,  1732, 

Feb.  15. 

V.  William,  b.        ;  d.        ;  m.  Rebecca  Taylor. 

•     VI.      John,  b.  ;  d.  ;  m.   (Ist^    Sarah ; 

(2d)  Sarah  Hoxie,  1745,  Oct.  6. 
VII.     Eliza,  b.        ;  d.        ;  m.  Samuel  Burlingame, 

1742,  June  13. 
VIIL  Martha,  b.  ;  d.         ;   m.  Jonathan 

Hoag,  1768,  Apr.  25. 

IX.  Margaret,  b.   1726,   Oct.  1 ;    d.  1812,  Jan.  29 ; 

m.  Jeremiah  Austin,  1748,  Aug.  8. 

2d  Wife. 

X.  Ephraim,  b.        ;  d.        ;  m. Sheldon. 

XI.  Dorcas,  b.  1729,  Dec.  14 ;  d.     ;  m.  Gideon  Hoxie. 
Xn.  Joseph,  b.  1788,  April  20 ;  d.  1805,  June  16 ; 

m.  Susannah  Cross  about  1751. 
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3d  Wifb. 

XIII.  Robert,  b.         ;  d.  1805 ;  m.  Abigail  Brownell. 
XJV.  Susannah,  b.     ;  d.     ;      m.  Timothy  Peckham, 

1769,  March  11. 
XV.    Phebe,  b.         ;  d.  young ;  unmarried. 


11.  Bbnjamin  Congdon  was  born  about  1650  in  Eng- 
land, and  early  came  to  R.  I.  He  married  Elizabeth  Al- 
bro,  daughter  of  John  and  Dorothy  (  )  Albro.  He 
died  W18,  June  19.     She  died  1720,  Nov.  15. 

1671,  Sept.  20,  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  he  received  a  deed 
from  Wm.  Brenton,  &c.,  of  230  acres  in  Narragansett, 
near  Pettacorascott,  but  lived  some  years  at  Portsmouth 
before  moving  to  the  other  side  of  the  bay,  where  ulti- 
mately he  made  his  home. 

1679,  his  shop  at  Newport  was  ordered  moved  to  another 
lot,  or  else  it  would  be  pulled  down ;  the  same  year  he 
received  a  grant  of  200  acres  at  Narragansett. 

1688,  Oct.  20,  Kings  Town  had  now  become  his  home, 
as  is  seen  by  deed  of  this  date,  wherein  "Benjamin  Cong- 
don,  late  of  Portsmouth,  planter,"  sells  John  Sheldon  230 
acres  in  Narragansett  for  £7.  Henceforword  he  lived ^t 
Kings  Town*. 

1687,  Sept.  6,  taxed  at  Kings  Town  under  Sir  Ed- 
mund Andros.    Estate  2s,  id.  Poll  Is. 

1714,  June  15,  his  wife  Elizabeth  signed  receipt  with 
him  for  legacy  from  her  father,  John  Albro's  estate  (viz. 
50s,  1  bolster  case,  2  pewter  platters,  1  pair  sheets). 

1718.  Will  proved  in  this  year.  Ex.,  wife  Elizabeth. 
Witnesses — Theophilus  Whaley,  David  Northup,  Christo- 
pher Fowler.  To  sons  William,  John,  Benjamin  and 
James,  he  gave  5s.  each,  they  having  had  their  portion  be- 
fore. To  daughters  Elizabeth  Wells  and  Susannah  Nor- 
thup, and  granddaughter  Elizabeth  Wells  he  gives  cows, 
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to  be  theirs  at  decease  of  wife.  To  his  wife  he  gives 
household  goods,  &c.  Inventory,  X88.  Items  included 
cows,  sheep,  4  silver  spoons,  wine  glasses,  earthen,  pew* 
ter  and  ironware,  warming-pan,  napkins,  towels,  wearing 
apparel,  &c.  The  old  Congdon  burying-ground  at  Cong- 
don  Hill,  near  Wiekford,  containi!<  the  grave  of  this  an- 
cestor of  the  race  in  America,  and  the  graves  of  his  wife 
and  many  descendants.  There  is  a  tradition  with  some 
of  Benjamin  Congdon's  descendants,  that  he  came  to  this 
country  with  a  brother  John  who  settled  in  New  Jersey ; 
and  that  their  father's  name  was  John,  and  that  he  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.  In  suppoil;  of 
this,  it  is  claimed  that  Benjamin's  birthplace  was  in  Pem- 
brokeshire, Wales,  near  St.  David's.  There  seems,  how- 
ever, nothing  clear  nor  definite  in  this  tradition;  and  the 
coat  of  arms  claimed  for  the  family  bears  the  following  in- 
scription :  *'The  ancient  family  of  Congdon  of  Willerby 
in  Yorkshire,  descended  out  of  Wales,  now  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, Anno  Domini  1811,"  thus  implying  a  departure  from 
Wales  into  Yorkshire  of  a  branch  of  the  family.  His  chli- 
dren  were  as  follows: 

I.  William,  b.  ;•  d.  1761 ;   m.   1st,  Mary ; 

2d,  Margaret . 

Children  by  1st  wife  : 

1.  Joseph,  b. 

2.  William,  b.  1698,  Jan.  26. 
8.  Elizabeth,  b 

4.  Abigail,  b. 

II.  Benjamin,  b.       ;  d.       ;  m.  Frances  Stafford  1701, 

Dec.  1,  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Holden)  Staf- 
ford. 
Children : 

1.  Benjamin,  b. 

2.  William,  b. 
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3.  Stokeler,  b. 
•L  Jmmes,  b. 

nL    Jobs,  b.  ;  d         ;  m.  Mary . 

Cbfldren: 
L  Jeremiab. 
S.  Marr. 
S.  Jobn. 

4.  James. 

IT.    James,  b.  H86,  April  19  ;  d.  1757,  Sept.  27 ;  m. 

(^Ist)   Margaret  Eldred ;  (2d) West- 

cott ;  (8d)  Mary  Hoxie  (widow),  1739,  Nov. 
15. 

V.     Elizabeth,  b.          ;  d.  ;  m.  John  Wells,  of 

Jobn  and  Mary  (  )  Wells. 

VL  Susannah,  b.  ;  d.  ;  m.  David  Northup, 
of  Stephen  Northup. 


Jv>ll^  Albbo  was  bom  in  England,  1617.  He  married 
l\>n>chy  Potter,  widow  of  Nathaniel  Potter,  Portsmouth, 
K.  t  She  was  l>orn  1617.  He  died  1712,  Dec.  14.  She 
ai^vt  lt>^^  Feb.  19.  1634.  He  came  in  ship  "Fi-ancis" 
W  Massachusetts  in  care  of  William  Freeborne,  (who 
^uv  vears  later  was  among  those  who  first  settled  Ports- 
uK'Ulh,  K.  h^  1689.  John  Albro's  name  first  appears  on 
i^\u\ls  of  Portsmouth,  he  being  granted  a  lot  if  he  would 
buiUl  within  one  year.  1644,  Corporal ;  1660-61^4-66-68- 
TO^Ti*  Lieutenant ;  1675-77-80,  Captain ;  1680,  &c..  Major. 
tt^:t9.  Ue  was  chosen  to  view  cattle,  and  also  clerk  of 
wvi^jhts  ami  measures.  He  was  often  member  of  Town 
iVuMoiU  *^^>^l  wrved  frequently  as  moderator  of  town 
meetiu^  during  his  long  life,  officiating  even  in  old  age. 
U^  wasH  s\HU\  calle^i  to  larger  duties,  but  seemed  alw&ys 
W  Ke$>|^  u|^  his  intereat  in  local  affairs  of  his  town.    1660- 
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61.  Commissioner  from  Portsmouth  in  these  years,  and 
in  the  latter  years  was  a  committee  to  receive  contribu- 
tions for  agents  in  England.  1666.  He  was  appointed 
with  two  others  to  take  area  of  highways  and  driftways. 
1670.  He  and  three  others  loaned  X7  in  aggregate  to 
the  colony  on  account  of  Portsmouth.  1671-72-77-78-79- 
80-81-82-83-84-85-86,  assistant.  1676,  April  4.  He  and 
three  others  had  care  and  disposal  of  1  barrel  of  powder 
for  supply  of  Portsmouth,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the 
two  great  guns  now  in  yard  of  late  deceased  Wm.  Bren- 
ton  be  pressed  for  country's  service,  and  carried  to  Ports- 
mouth and  one  placed  on  P^erry  Neck,  and  one  near  John 
Borden's.  1676.  Appointed  commissioner  with  others 
to  order  watch  and  ward  of  the  Island.  In  the  same  year 
it  was  voted  :  ^^that  in  these  troublous  times  and  straits 
in  this  colony  the  Assembly  desiring  to  have  the  advice 
and  concurrence  of  the  most  judicious  inhabitants,  if  it 
may  be  had  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  do  desire  at  their 
next  setting,  the  company  and  counsel"  of  certain  lead- 
ing inhabitants  (sixteen  in  all),  including  John  Albro. 
1677.  On  important  committee  this  year  concerning  the 
collection  of  money  for  the  agent  in  England,  and  also 
about  intrusions  of  Connecticut.  1679.  On  a  committee 
to  draw  up  letter  to  his  Majesty,  the  King,  giving  true 
account  of  territory  of  Mt.  Hope,  and  of  late  war  with 
Indians.  Same  year  he  and  another  were  appointed  to 
run  westerly  line  of  colony.  1683.  He  with  others  pro- 
hibited Gov.  Cranfield  of  N.  H.  from  exercising  authority 
in  Narragansett. 

1685,  Jan.  14.  Major  John  Albro,  ass>istant,  and  coro- 
ner summoned  a  jury  in  case  of  an  Indian  found  dead 
upon  Clay  Pit  lands.  Verdict :  ''that  the  said  Indian 
being  much  distembered  with  drink  was  bewildered  and 
by  the  extremity  of  the  cold  lost  his  life  the  said  I2th  day 
of  this  instant  in  the  night."     It  fell  to  him  in  his  oflSce 
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as  assistant  to  perform  many  marriages.  1686,  Dec 
80.  The  first  meeting  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros'  Council 
was  held  at  Boston,  and  eight  days  before  the  notice  to 
the  members  (who  were  commissioned  by  King  James  II 
to  represent  R.  I.)  was  sent  them.  There  were  present 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  and  eighteen  of  his  council,  includ- 
ing five  R.  I.  members,  viz :  John  Coggeshall,  Richard. 
Arnold,  Walter  Clarke,  Walter  Newbury  and  John 
Albro.  The  members  were  sworn  not  only  to  alleigance, 
but  for  due  administration  of  justice.  The  enforced  ab- 
dication of  Andros  (upon  the  accession  of  William  and 
Mary)  occurred  three  years  later.  1697.  Though  now 
80  years  of  age  he  journeyed  to  Boston  on  business  of  the 
colony,  and  was  allowed  20s  for  the  service.  1710,  Deo. 
28,  Will — proved  1713.  Executors,  son-in-law  John  An 
thony  and  Susannah,  wife  of  John  Anthony;  overseer8» 
William  Sanford  and  Giles  Slocum. 

To  son  John  Albro  he  gives  lands  south-easterly  of  a 
line,  "beginning  at  a  white  thorn  bush",  &c.;  to  grand- 
sons John  and  Albro  Anthony,  lands  north-west  of  said 
line,  30  acres  in  extent,  with  housing,  orchards,  &c.,  they 
paying  legacies.  To  granddaughter  Sarah  Anthony,  X80. 
If  daughter  Susannah  outlived  her  husband  she  was  to 
have  equal  privileges  with  her  sons  in  house  and  lands, 
and  not  to  he  turned  out  of  same.  Grandson  John  An- 
thony to  have  a  bed  and  chest,  five  sheep  and  great  bible, 
and  grandson  Albro  Anthony,  bed,  chest,  &c.  To  grand- 
daughter Sarah  Anthony,  looking  glass,  chest,  two  pew- 
ter platters  and  five  sheep.  To  son  John  Albro  one  cow 
and  two  na[)kins,  and  to  children  of  John  -iOs,  equally. 
*To  children  of  son  Samuel  508  equally.  (Silver  to  be 
reckoned  in  both  cases  at  17  pwt.)  To  daughter  Mary 
Hicks  one  cow  and  two  napkins.  To  daughter  Elizabeth 
Congdon  60s  in  silver  money,  one  bolster  case,  one  pair 
sheets,  two  pewter  platters.     To  daughter  Susannah  An- 
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thonj,  five  cows,  one  heifer  one  feather  bed,  upon  which 
she  lieth,  and  warming  pan,  steelyards,  spice  mortar, 
brass  kettle,  lantern,  &c.  To  granddaughter  Dorothy 
Bentley,  of  son  Samuel  16s.  All  rights  in  M isquamicut 
purchase  (Westerley)  he  gave  equally  to  two  sons.  All 
rest  of  moveable  estate  to  daughter  Susannah.  The 
friends  records  state  that  he  ^^was  buried  in  his  own  or- 
chard." From  him  descends  all  of  the  name  in  the 
country  jj  (unless  of  recent  emigration).  John  Albro's  son 
John  has  quite  numerous  descendants  at  Portsmouth, 
(where  he  died)  and  Kings  Town,  &c.  Samuel  Albro, 
the  other  son  went  to  Kings  Town  as  early  as  1671.  He 
was  treasurer  of  Kings  Town  1683,  overseer  of  poor  1687, 
and  taxed  in  that  year  under  Gov.  Andros,  9s.  7  l-2d. 
He  was  selectman  also,  and  in  1718  was  warden  of  Epis- 
copal church  at  Narragansett,  his  son  John  being  vestry- 
man. He  was  buried  1739,  April  17,  in  his  95th  year,  as 
the  records  of  the  Narragansett  church  tell  us.  His  des- 
cendants are  quite  numerous  in  Rhode  Island  and  else- 
where. 

John  Albro  (firet  ancestor  of  the  race  in  America),  had 
children  as  follows : 

I.     Samuel,  b.  1644 ;  d.  1739,  April  — ;  m.  Isabella . 

Children : 

1.  Samuel,  b. 

2.  John,  b. 

3.  Dorothy. 

II.     Elizabeth,  b.         ;  d.  1720,  Nov.  16  i  m.  Benjamin 
Congdon. 
Children : 

1.  William,  b. 

2.  Benjamin,  b. 

3.  John,  b. 

4.  James,  b.  1686,  April  19. 
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6.  Elizabeth,  b. 
6.  Susannah,  b. 

III.     Mary,   b.         ;  d.  ;  m.    Thomas  Hicks,  of 

Samuel  and  Lydia  (Doane)  Hicks. 
Children : 

1.  Thomas,  b. 

2.  Samuel,  b. 

3.  Ephraim,  b. 

4.  Susannah,  b. 

5.  Abigail,  b. 

6.  Elizabeth,  b. 

IV.    John,  b.        ;  d.  1724,  Dec.  4;  m.  Mary  Stokes, 
1693,  April  27. 
Children  : 

1.  John,  b,  1694,  March  23. 

2.  Samuel,  b.  1701,  June  16. 

3.  Sarah,  b. 

4.  Mary,  b. 

V.     Susannah,  b.  ;  d.  ;  m.  John  Anthony, 

Jr.,  1694,  January  3. 
Children  : 

1.  Albro,*  b.  1694,  September  25. 

2.  Sarah,  b.  1697,  August  1. 

3.  John,  b.  1699,  February  16. 


14.  Sam'l  Eldred  was  born  1644,Oct.  26,at  Cambridge, 
Mass.  He  married  Martha  Knowles,  daughter  of  Henry 
Knowles,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.  He  died  about  1720.  She 
died  1728.    His  father  moved  first  to  Stonington,  Ct.,  and 

♦Gilbert  Stuarts  (John  Albroi,  Susannah^,  Albro  Anthonys,  Eliza- 
beth4).  The  celebrated  portrait  painter  had  his  descent  as  indicated, 
his  father,  Gilbert.  Sr.,  (a  Scotchman)  having  come  to  this  country  a 
young  man,  and  married  Elizabeth  Anthony,  daughter  of  Albro  An- 
thony. 
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later  to  Wickford,  R.  I.,  and  Samuel,  Jr.,  was  for  most  of 
his  life  therefore,  a  resident  of  Kings  Town.  1670,  April 
16,  he  was  on  a  jury  summoned  by  his  father  in  a  murder 
case.  1687,  Sept.  6,  he  was  taxed  at  Kingstown  Ss.  id. 
under  Gov.  Andros'  levy.  1709,  he  and  his  brother  John, 
with  James  Congdon  and  John  Grownut,  bought  430  acres 
of  the  "vacant  lands"  ordered  sold  by  legislature.  1717, 
Oct.,  he  deeded  above  tract  of  land  to  daughters  Penelope 
and  Mary,  giving  each  one-half  of  same,  and  calling  them 
wives  respectively  of  Ephraim  Gardner  and  Robert  Brow- 
nell.  1721,  Aug.  3,  Martha  Eldred,  relict  of  Samuel, 
lately  deceased,  quitclaimed  all  her  interest  in  above  lands 
to  sons-in-law  of  Robert  •Brownell  and  Eph.  Gardiner. 
1727,  Jan.  24,  Will;  proved  1728,  Oct.  14.  Martha  El- 
dred, widow  of  Samuel,  of  North  Kingstown.  Exrs., 
sons-in-law  Ephraim  Gardner  and  James  Congdon.  To 
well  beloved  daughters  Penelope  Gardiner  and  Margaret 
Congdon,  JB37  in  Bills  of  Public  Credit  of  New  England, 
with  interest  thereon  at  8  per  cent,  this  sum  to  be  divided 
equally,  To  daughter  Mary  Browning,  all  apparel  what- 
soever. To  much  esteemed  and  beloved  sons-in-law, 
Ephraim  Gardiner  and  James  Congdon,  a  tract  of  land  of 
about  9  acres,  that  was  formerly  part  of  son-in-law  Rob- 
ert Browning's  land.  This  land  to  be  divided  equally  be- 
tween James  Congdon  and  Ephraim  Gardner,  and  they 
also  to  have  £12  to  divide  equally.  (Robert  Bix>wning 
as  given  in  will  should  be  Robert  Brownell,  as  plainly 
given  in  deeds.) 

His  children  were  as  follows : 

I.  Penelope,  b.        ;  d         ;  m.   Ephraim  Gardiner, 

1713,  April  28. 

II.  Margaret,   b.         ;  d.   1728  about;    m.    James 

Congdon. 

III.  Mary,  b        ;  d.         ;  m.  Robert  Brownell. 


*f  Tjjii  ■iiii  JLvftin. 

^■■iHHin  ^- ^wiE  incn  im  England.    He  mar- 

^^  1687.    1646.  In 

Mjaa.    1659,  Oct. 

-4      rm««M     -?T»i-   -i^.Pi— iiiv  ~iiDM  fihiiHiId  paj  Edward 

:«K  if  &zm  and  stock  at 


^asaxas^    .Iiess.      riifi&aiia..      I!?^'^..   MbaT  4.  He   was  at 
VTcjkirrit.  .^  ms^^JiBEv  j&mi^^joiuiLT  latelr  arriTed  from 
?-mm;:e?ju»  .  ^^  vzntF?-  ytt  jwl  Ireti  mr  a  time,  and  whose 
-M(  we  ^«f>Ti?e«ar.M  ui-  .tioKCible  later.     In  a  letter  of 
aur*    s^?n:44.    rr  xm^  md  I^  Others  of  Wickford,  to 
:£o   Vtz«ie*^sL  /jurr  ic^  SurcfionL  they  desire  the  protection 
1    /  uinKtruusi    -A-  TtaiDisklHi  fqor  years  before,  for  if  not, 
''!ifti.>u  vv  nttv   oui^  i»r  ;£QTemment  and  protection  else- 
^sitr^cr.    c:iuic  ^i*  i^A^*^  ^  >i^^  either  in  our  civil  and  ecde- 
>4aaUT:Jki    saktvr:*^    vttiiouc  government,   which  both  the 
xix«.'i   .  L   ivu  tiiu  'SM  ;|!Ooti  of  the  coontry  now  calls  upon 
:&^  'c  :^««K.  .u!£«r.  ^     ttfPX  June  22,  he  took  constable's  oath 
j^     V:-!iiOru   :uxa«r  ;ippQincment  of  Connecticut,  which 
.t<uat««i    tirtMUctiuQ  over  all  the  country  west  of  Narra- 
^nii&cit  '3ii^'.  A  .'iaint  iispuced  by  Rhode  Island,  and  a  con- 
es*  »:!i^.ii  trts^  iual!y.  ^rter  years  of  strife,  decided  in  fa- 
\  M*    -x.    AUvKit^  I>iiuui-     He   wa:j  imprisoned  this  year  by 
Ivn^vL-e  Is^i.-iiu  .iaLixoride!>  for  assuming  to  call  a  jury  on  be- 
luii  .1  CvjiUKJCCicuc  Ji  case  of  the  murder  of  Walter  Howes 
k.  vV  v<:iiu»  «>y  Uliomas  Flounders.     1670,  July  13.   Un- 
ivi    .:i»5^  it*'-^  w  wrice:>  from  Wickford  to  Thos.  Stanton, 
>%iK»   :vt?u  -ic  N.v«iri^tx>ii :  *'Sir,  this  is  to  inform  you  how 
.hvi    .H^c-   >i;A;ivia'  wvtli  :ae  town  of  Wickford  in  respect  of 
l<:K\iti  i<H:tvi.      I1]LU>  very  Jay  there  came  down  Mr.  Sam- 
,i%u  \\  ;M.ut -i:td   Mr.  Georj^  BulU  and  Thomas  Mumford 

H  iih   i.rv  >4;4ci  >cadfL  Au^i upon  this  sad  accident ;  and 

>«v-vtivi  >a^v  ^K^-'fvt  5h«  jury,  whereupon  I  told  them 
;  :u.  .  K?  >^fc^  ^cc:>r^  :o  vlo  here  to  panel  a  jury  ;  but  if 
•  :wv  %.^a.^  >.vi  v^x^  5h^  cv>ri^  they  might,  which  sev- 
v^tW  .^i  4^^"  ^ >i      r^^^  ^*^^y  commiinded  in  his  Majesty's 
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name  some  to  serve,  and  commanded  myself  to  serve  as  a 
juryman  upon  the  inquest,  and  commanded  John  Cole  and 
several  others  who  did  refuse.  I  also  warned  them  to 
serve  in  a  jury  for  us,  as  we  were  under  Connecticut, 
but  they  would  not,  but  commanded  us  not  to  bury  the 
man  till  a  jury  had  passed  on  it  by  virtue  of  their  power. 
So  there  was  mighty  commanding  in  his  Majesty's  name 
on  both  sides,  and  mighty  threatening  of  carry  to  jail,  in- 
somuch that  neither  party  could  get  twelve  on  a  side. 
But  at  last  they  commanded  all  that  were  on  their  side  to 
•come  out  and  they  would  panel  a  jury  if  there  were  but 
six.  Upon  Ihat  account  the  doors  were  shut  where  the 
corpse  was,  so  they  called  the  people  to  bear  witness  that 
they  weVe  obstructed  in  their  power,  and  commanded  us 
in  his  Majesty's  name  not  to  bury  the  man,  and  told  us 
that  they  would  return  our  answer  to  their  masters.  We 
told  them  we  would  return  their  actions  and  words  to  our 
magistrates.  So  tliey  commanded  all  their  party  to  go 
with  them.  And  so  we  proceeded  and  buried  the  man, 
and  have  searched  for  the  murderer,  but  cannot  find  him, 
and  therefore  would  entreat  you  to  send  out  after  him, 
and  send  some  this  way,  for  we  have  never  an  officer  here 
to  grant   me   one.    Sir,    I    would   entreat,  be  strong  and 

send  away   word  to  Connecticut  by  the  firet ,  for  we 

are  in  greater  trouble  than  ever  we  were,  and  like  to  be 
in  worse,  therefore  mind  your  promises  and  stand  by  us. 
John  Cole  stood  to  it  and  assisted  as  much  as  could  be, 
not  having  taken  the  oath.  Captain  Hudson  has  not  been 
here  since.  Sir,  the  people  will  fain  be  doing,  and  beg  to 
find  that  if  it  be  not  mended  suddenly,  it  will  be  bad  times 
here.     Not  more  at  present,  but  remain  yours  to  serve, 

Samuill  Eldridgb." 

1670,  July  21.  A  letter  from  Hartford  from  the  Con- 
necticut authorities  to  Rhode  Island,  complains  of  the 
seizure  of  Mr.  Samuel  Eldred  and  John  Cole,  the  former 
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of  whom  was  carried  from  Wickford  to  the  island  of 
Rhode  Island.  1674,  Oct.  8,  the  General  Court  setting 
at  Hartford  "grants  Samuel  Eldred  the  sum  of  twenty 
robles  for  his  good  service  in  doing  and  suffering  for  this 
colony."  1676,  March  7,  the  Council  at  Hartford  granted 
permission  as  follows :  "John  Sweet  and  Samuel  Eldred 
have  liberty  to  transport  10  bushels  of  Indian  corn  apiece 
for  their  distressed  families."  (At  this  time  all  of  Sam- 
uel Eldred's  family  appear  to  have  been  in  R.  L,  but  after 
1687  his  son  Daniel  returned  to  Stonington  for  a  time, 
and  though  Daniel  died  at  Kings  Town,  yet  his  sons  Dan- 
iel, Jr.,  and  James  both  lived  at  Stonington  and  there  died, 
leaving  families.)  1687,  Sept.  6,  Samuel  Eldred  was 
taxed  at  Kings  Town  under  Sir  Edmund  Andros'  levy, 
2s.  4id.  His  sons  were  taxed  as  follows:  Samuel,  Jr., 
3s.  id  ;  Thomas,  9s.  id ;  Daniel,  Is.  8d. ;  John,  2s.  5id. 
Another  son,  James,  who  was  alive  1671,  had  perhaps  died. 
Samuel  Eldred's  son,  Capt.  John  Eldred,  was  a  prominent 
man  in  the  colony.  He  was  licensed  at  Kings  Town,  1688. 
Ensign  in  1692;  Town  Treasurer  in  1697;  Assistant, 
1699,  1700-1-3  4-5.6-7.9.IO.II-I2-I3.I6.I6.  He  was  cap- 
tain  1703,  and  subsequently  alwaj's  so  called.  He.  was 
Moderator  of  Town  Meeting  1703,  and  member  of  com- 
mittee to  audit  colony's  debt.  He  was  member  of  Town 
Council  1707  and  1708,  and  in  latter  years  his  house  was 
meeting  place  of  Commissioners  on  Narragansett  Vacant 
Lands.  He  was  on  committee  same  year  to  confer  with 
Ninigi'et,  Indian  Sachem,  about  setting  off  lands  to  him  in 
Narragansett.  He  was  Deputy  1708-9-19.  In  1716  Ga- 
briel Bernon  signed  an  acknowledgement  and  asked  for- 
giveness of  Capt.  John  Eldred  and  several  of  the  Assem- 
bly for  causeless  slanders  uttered  against  John  Eldred. 
His  inventory  showed  £177. 8s.  Adrax.,  widow  Marga- 
ret. Samuel  Eldred,  Jr's  children  were  as  follows: 
I.        Elizabeth,  b.  1642,  Oct.  26. 
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II.  Samuel,  b.  1644,  Oct.  26  ;  d.  1720  (about);   m. 

Martha  Knowles. 
Children : 

1.  Penelope,  b. 

2.  Margaret,  b. 

3.  Mary,  b. 

III.  Mary,  b.  1646,  June  16 ;  d. 

IV.  Thomas,  b.  1648,  Sept.  8  ;  d.  1726  ;  m.   Susan- 

nah  Cole,  of  John  and  Susannah  (Hutchin- 
son) Cole. 
Cliildren  : 

1.  John,  b. 

2.  Thomas,  b. 

3.  Daugliter,  b. 

4.  Elisha,  b. 

5.  Bridget,  b. 

6.  Elizabeth,  b. 

7.  Daughter,  b. 

8.  Daugliter,  b. 

9.  VVilliHin,  b. 
10.  Daughter,  b. 

V.  James,  b.         ;  d. 

VI.  Daniel,  b.         ;  d.  1726,  Aug.  13;  m.  Mary 

Children : 

1.  Daniel,  b. 

2.  James,  b. 

3.  Thomas,  b.* 

4.  Abigail,  b. 
6.  Mary,  b. 

6.  Freelove,  b. 

7.  Hannah,  b. 

8.  Sarah,  b. 
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VII.     John,  b.         ;  <J.  1724  ;  m.  Margaret   Holdeiu 
of  Randall  and  Frances  (Duogan)  Holden. 
Children : 

1.  James,  b. 

2.  Thomas,  b. 

3.  Samuel,  b. 

4.  Robert,  b. 

5.  Anthony,  b. 

6.  William,  b. 

7.  Margaret,  b. 

8.  Abigail,  b. 

9.  Barbara,  b. 


Henry  Knowles  was  born  in  England.     He  married 
He  died  1670,  Jan.  — .     She   died  after  1670. 


1644,  May  27.  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  He  was  ordered  to 
cut  his  lot  shorter  at  discretion  of  Lieutant  Sanford  and 
Goodman  Borden,  and  Goodman  Mott.  1664,  Jan.  21. 
He  sold  to  Thomas  Lawton  for  valuable  considerations 
"my  now  dwelling"  in  Portsmouth,  with  9  acres,  fruit 
trees,  privileges,  &c.  1655.  Warwick,  R.  I.,  in  list  of 
Freeman  (38  in  all).  1657,  Jan.  4.  Action  of  trespass 
brought  against  him  by  Randall  Holden.  1660.  He  had 
a  six  acre  lot  laid  out  to  him  adjoining  his  in  Warwick. 
1663,  Feb.  20.  Chosen  on  Grand  Jury.  1664,  March  23. 
He  and  three  others  authorized  by  town  to  keep  ordina- 
ries for  entertainment  of  strangers  during  time  the  King's 
commissioner  kept  court  in  Warwick.  1666,  March  8. 
He  was  on  a  jury  which  found  the  following  verdict : 
"We  who  are  engaged  to  see  this  dead  Indian  do  find  by 
diligent  search  that  he  was  beaten,  which  was  the  cause 
of  his  death."  1670,  Jan.  2,  Will  ;  proved  1670,  Jan. 
20.  Executor,  son  William.  To  wife,  (without  mention- 
ing her  name)  he  gives  northeast  half  of  house  in  War- 
wick, well  fitted  for  her  use,  and  his  son  John   is   to  con- 
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yeniently  fit  said  house  for  his  mother.  The  meadow  ia 
front  of  house  she  is  also  to  have,  and  John  is  to  mow  and 
make  the  grass  annually,  and  put  it  in  convenient  place 
for  foddering.  He  gives  some  other  land  to  wife  for  life. 
To  daughter  Mary,  X15,  and  to  daughter  Martha, £20;  both 
legacies  to  be  paid  by  son  John  at  certain  intervals.  To  son 
John  one  half  the  house  and  all  the  rest  of  lands  and  mead- 
ows at  Warwick  and  Pootomacut,  and  at  decease  of  mother. 
John  is  to  have  her  part  of  the  house,  meadows,  &c.  To 
son  Henry  house  and  half  the  lands  '^of  my  now  dwell- 
ing" and  to  son  William  the  other  half,  and  rest  of  lands 
equally  to  brothers  William  and  Henry  "as  Robert  Haz- 
ard and  John  Albro  shall  divide  it  for  their  convenience." 
(Probably  this  house  and  land  were  located  at  Ports- 
mouth.) The  stock  he  divided  as  follows:  To  wife,  two 
cows  and  a  hog,  and  to  son  Henry  a  cow  and  calf,  and  the 
rest  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  a  mare  to  remain  to  the  farm,  but 
eventually  to  be  divided  equally  between  William  and 
Henry,  a  sum  of  40s.  per  annum  being  paid  wife  for  life. 
The  household  goods  to  be  divided  as  the  wife  shall  see 
cause,  the  best  bed  at  Warwick  to  be  for  wife,  and  the 
other  bed  for  John  "and  those  which  are  here'*,  the  best 
to  Henry  and  the  other  to  Martha.  He  charges  William 
to  be  careful  over  Henry  till  he  be  of  age,  and  to  them 
give  him  full  and  quiet  possession  of  the  house  and 
half  the  land,  with  liberty  to  William  however  of 
the  house  and  half  the  appurtenances  till  two  years  after 
Henry  come  of  age,  and  William  to  have  one  half  the 
nursery  to  plant  if  he  see  fit.  It  was  testified  by  witness- 
es that  they  heard  deceased  say  after  signing  will,  that  if 
his  son  John  did  not  take  what  he  gave  him,  he  was  to 
have  his  brother  William's  right,  and  William  to  have 
John's  right,  except  the  executorship,  and  whoever  should 
enjoy  the  Warwick  estate  was  to  provide  sufficient  wood 
for  their  mother  during  her  life.    The  40s.  was   to  be 
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paid  by  son  William  to  his  mother  till  Henry  was  of  age, 
and  then  he  was  to  pay  208.  of  it.  Henry  Enowles  left 
one  son  who  had  issue ;  (both  John  and  Henry,  Jr.,  as 
their  wills  show  leaving  no  children). 

Henry  Knowles,  Jr.  had  children  as  follows : 

I.  John,  b. ;  d.  1716,  Sept.  16. 

II.  William,  b.  ;  d.  1727 ;   m.  Alice  Fish,  of 

Thomas  and  Mary  Fish. 

Children : 

1.  Henry,  b. 

2.  William,  b. 
8.  Daniel,  b. 

4.  Robert,  b. 

5.  John,  b. 

6.  Alice,  b. 

7.  Rose,  b. 

8.  Martha,  b. 

9.  Mary,  b. 
10.  Margaret,  b. 

in.  Henry,  b.        ;  d.  1726. 

IV.  Mary,  b.        ;  d.  1719,  Dec.  28 ;  m.    Moses  Lip- 
pitt,  1688,  Nov.  19,  of  John  Lippitt. 

Children : 

1.  Mary,  b. 

2.  Martha,  b. 
8.  Rebecca,  b. 
4.  Moses,  b. 

,      V.    Martha,  b.        ;  d.  1728 ;    m.  Samuel  Eldred,  of 

Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Eldred. 

Children : 

1.  Penelope,  b. 

2.  Margaret,  b. 
8.  Mary,  b. 
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June  14,  1679. 
Feb.  18,  1687-8. 
Sept.  26,  1687. 
Jan.  19,  1689. 
March  9,  1690. 
June  10,  1692. 
Sept.  1,  1698. 
Jan.  18, 1694-5. 
Mar.  25,  1697. 
July  15,  1698. 
July  8,  1704. 
Jan.  18,  1701-2. 
Nov.  — ,  1708. 
May  24,  [1705]? 
Feb.l7, 170[7]? 
Feb.  — ,  1709-10. 
Oct.  — ,  1711. 
Dec.  7,  1708-9. 
Jan.  28,  1704-5. 
May  18,  1707. 
Nov.  2,  1709. 
May  18,  1711. 
Aug.  8,  1712. 
June     1,  1714. 


BIBTHS. 

Treby,  Elizabeth  of  Peter  and  Ruth 

,  son 

Thurston,  Daniel  of  Daniel  and  Mary 

dau. 

— — — ^  dau. 


John 
Edward 


dau. 


Benjamin 
James 
Peter 
Tew,  Edward  of  Henry  &  Dorcas 
Henry  &  Sarah 


— ,  son 
— i  dau. 
— ,  son 
-,  son 


Tomson,  Benjamin  of  Benj.  &  Elizabeth 
Tew,  Henry  of  Henry  Jr.  and  Ann 

Ammy 

Ann 

Elizabeth 

Edward 

Ammy 


S^*Fp*frt  T'jvn  Reaordi. 


•J?tJL* 


5.  -k 


!.»  L«. 


T-^w.  James  of  Henrv,  Jr.  and  Ann 


liar. 

Ts-l 

or.  KiitLiiine  of  Rob't  &  Patience 

^H"^ 

I».    I.  In. 

Jime^ 

ALI5. 

Elizafketh 

Sot. 

I4w   172t>. 

Piitir^n^e 

D«. 

-^1*       i.«  '**■- 

Ro'cert 

•Jl^V 

J.  17-tT. 

Marv 

Jillv- 

Roh-rrt 

i  ^*»ff' 

.5    1 74;^ 

*    174^1 

Sfoc 

i7.  IT-to*. 

Benjamin 

l?ei:. 

-^  IT-fci 

John 

Xov. 

— V  ITo*}. 

Rebecca 

—V  1753- 

Nicholas 

[Joseph  W.] 

Feb.  :JS.  1714-15. 

Tew, 

Elisha  of  Henry  and  Dorcas 

F«b.  27. 1714-15. 

Dorcas 

Mar. 

iT.  1715. 

Paul 

A^rLl 

2^^  171>. 

Henrv 

M.ty 

2:.  1715. 

Tower,  Marv  ot  William  aud  Mary 

Nov. 

i4.  1716. 

Treb 

y,  Mehitable  of  Peter  &  Mehitable 

Mju-. 

l!?.  lTii-3. 

Talfair,  Ann  of  Archibald  &  Mehitable 

— .  17i4. 

Thurston,  Edward  of  Edw.  &  Elizabeth 

JjOi. 

■k  1T25-6. 

Abigail 

Jdtt. 

li  IT*!?-?. 

Edward 

Not. 

il\  1732. 

Benjamin 

Nov. 

SO,  1726. 

Trowbridore,  Mercy  of  John  and  Ruth 

M^y 

i5,  17Si 

George 

Jau^ 

iO,  172J5. 

Townsend,  Hannah  of  Job  and  Rebecca 

March  ^  1T29. 

Sarah 

Soy. 

29,  1731. 

Susanna 

Nov. 

ivK  17S3. 

Mary 

^ 
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ObL    ^y,  1177391. 
Sqstt  SIUIGISBS. 

Iiar3  S;;  172SQD. 


IRaviaHBaiiilylP- 


affJfaB)wraftBhfligaQa 


Aug.     Ti;  ITTSBTT.. 

Apiiii  m,  iTrm. 

IZ  MMili. 

Bee.      .i^  UTTM. 

Jnue  Wi,  177^. 
Dte.  1l$,lL7;[m. 
Ji%    11%,  inTaffiu 

OfsL   m.  i7is;r.. 

SIdvl      lU  ITTM 

]>i«L    Sn^lGTM. 

Ajpil  ISEulHTM. 
S9r.  SiT^  1774SL 
Sb^.  —V,  HTM. 
Jdy  Si,  174ISu 
^UTM. 


HSAmmifl 

[IDmewBuUlxKl] 

'mfarnmHB 
miimffli;,  WiHIiom  (cff  miIIram«i£D9^reih 

ILtiDhiim 

IBwyilor,  WiUIiitm  off  'ffihin.  [|lIkitikI].Rnd 
IRsdiifiiKEe 

IRuttiieiiQe 
MH^gWQett 
T\^n^£»%i,  Slftflhaiiyi  (Kff  .Ildim  saiiflMary 
Won.  (iff  Jhlhn  &  Mrasihxve  SSqjihia 

Jkibu 
JIttiie 
SJamnril 

imuiitiltxn^,  jnyUitdUk  off  Jfanalk  A;  ILcyaia 
ffiflnoaonadl 
Hjpfiia 

T[kgflgDn;,ffiIKwihfftffli(iff  Jfaflom  anoAflfaDDclh 
Hkg^ac,  Jfoffln^,  dff  IBoaiganiiiianKB  Jfane 
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39.n. 

17,  1760. 

Tayer,  Rebekah  of  Benjamin  and  Jane 

Nov. 

24,  1761. 

Lydia 

July 

81,  1764. 

Benjamin 

Feb. 

28,  1766. 

Phebe 

Deo. 

9,  1768. 

Joseph 

July 

13,  1770. 

Mary 

Jan. 

81.  1772. 

William 

April 

4,  1773. 

Oct. 

7, 1774. 

George 

April 

7,  1780. 

Paul 

Oct. 

— ,  1768. 

Townsend,  Job  of  Job  and  Deborah 

May 

4,  1760. 

Tilley,   Mary  of  William  and  Elizabeth 

June 

19,  1764. 

Sarah 

Sept. 

6,  1765. 

James 

Mar. 

16,  1767. 

Thomas 

Dec. 

26,  1769. 

William 

Feb. 

27,  1711. 

Elizabeth 

Juae 

25,  1772. 

Dorcas 

May 

29,  1776. 

Abraham  D. 

Aug. 

6,  1776. 

Tilley,  Patience  of  Wm.  and  Elizabeth. 

April 

6,  1778. 

John  T 

Nov. 

8,  1780. 

George 

Sept. 

7,  1782. 

Benjamin 

Meh. 

21,  1784. 

Ann 

May 

17,  1765. 

Thurston,  Edw.  of  Edw.  Jr.  and  Mary. 

12,  1768. 

Elizabeth  Newton 

April 

12,  1768. 

TiUinghast,  Eliz'h  of  Nich.  P.  &  Cath*e. 

Aug. 

25,  1769. 

Deborah 

Mar. 

10,  1771. 

Patience 

Jan. 

18,  1774. 

Patience 

May 

2,  1776. 

Catharine 

Aug. 

30,  1776. 

William  Taylor 

Feb. 

14,  1780. 

William  Edward 

Mar. 

22,  1783. 

Catharine  of  Nich.  P.  &  Sarah 

Mar. 

8,  1734. 

Sarah  Coggeshall 

April 

6,  1787. 

Thomas  Coggeshall 
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Dec. 

20,  1769. 

Toman,  Rounds  of  Thomas  and  Euth 

April 

9,  1772. 

Turner,  James  of  James  and  Hannah 

Mch. 

13,  1773. 

Sarah 

July 

28,  1791. 

Tilley,  Mary  Ann  of  Thomas  &  Mary 

Sept. 

14,  1793. 

Thomas  Rogers 

Feb. 

12,  1797. 

Elizabeth 

Oct. 

27,  1800, 

James 

May 

8,  1802. 

Rebecca  T. 

April 

7,  1805. 

George  S.                                       • 

May 

30,  1806. 

Catharine  M. 

Aug. 

25,  1808. 

William 

Sept. 

4,  1792. 

Tillinghast,  Abby  G.  of  J.  &  Mary  Ann 

Oct. 

20,  1797. 

William 

Dec. 

28,  1799. 

Clarke  Sanford 

Sept. 

5,  1802 

Joseph  Sanford 

Oct. 

24,  1806. 

Martha  Russell 

May 

22,  1809. 

Lydia  Gardner 

April 

28,  1811. 

Mary  Sanford 

Feb. 

26,  1815. 

Ann  Elizabeth 

May 

24,  1792. 

Taylor,  Edw.  Easton  of  Jos.  W.  &  Ruth 

July 

— .  1716. 

Tillinghast,  Eliz'th  of  John  &  Patience 

Sept. 

23.  1796. 

Torpand,  Olimpe  of  Francois  &  Louise 

Jan. 

12,  1801. 

Tilley,  Sally  R.  of  John  T.  &  Margaret 

Feb. 

22,  1803. 

John  Taber 

Mcb. 

11,  1804. 

Aim  Boutin 

July 

4,  1801. 

Taylor,    Barton   of  Humphrey  &  Sarah 

June 

13, 1803. 

Taylor,  Peter  of  Rouse  and  Mary 

Mch. 

24,  1805. 

James 

June 

26,  1838. 

Thorndyke,  Geo.  K.  of  Israeland  Ann  T. 

July 

7,  1842. 

Tilley,  Wm.    Lovie  of  T.  S.  &  Anna  T- 

July 

14,  1855. 

Abby  Rider 

May 

6,  1845. 

Turner,Sarah  C.  of  Henry  E.  &  Anna  E. 

Sept. 

80,  1846. 

Anna  Stevens 

Oct. 

1,  1848. 

Joseph  Tiincoln 

1 

Henry  Edward 

Mmfimt  Tmum  Jtamiia. 


Swat,  31^  IMft. 
Sep<L  tX^SM3. 
July  13;  ITSSu 
Apg^  11,  1727. 
filajr  li,  lT3i. 
«JaIj  31,  1T3L 
Julj  ai^  ITU. 
Jam,  S,  lTi7-& 

Ang^  4,  inmp 

S«p«.  i^  [ITU]? 
Aa^—,  [1713]? 
Aug;.— 417iaf)? 
Sfa.j  n,  [1717]* 
JaoiL  17,  17Uf]|. 
Dte.    93;,172L 
Not.    Ml  ITlit. 
ApKl'  »^  113ft. 
Aiig;.     3^  1739L 
Sept,   1^  171L 
Feb;.     — ,  17-li 
Febi-    17,  17-H. 
July    —r,  17M. 
Nov.    19,  1747. 
JuJy    21,  174a. 

^.[17471? 

,  ILI748J* 

.([1751  J.» 

Jane  3St  17'»4. 
Juxua;     8;  175i£. 

Oict.  fSR,  175«L 
Not.  7,  1759. 
Jwv.     Sfll  17«2L 


T.  af  Buy  EL  &  Anna  E. 

P.  StBVCBC 

WHLJ.off  Fcicr 


HcAteFiHlcr 
Updike;.  LodiMidk  off  Dlund 


GSSbot 
UadcsmMd,  Jdbi  off  Dtuud  and  Maiy 


Am  of  SuBOcl  t  EEbnbelh 
Eliabcftk 


Vannglhanw^  Kclhecga  €if  I>uutl  &  Rebecca 

ToTHflttr  ESKEkb^&aff  Stfflal  and  Ammy 
WiXcini 
Amunj 


Ania»j 
YEnuiIv  EIosttbetE  of  Wot.  &  Elizabeth 


Ibsj  Ana 

Tiielbiiiij^  Dt&mel  of  Jcxiepfi  and  Mitij 


JiQIMpil: 
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July      8,  1764, 

Esther 

Nov.      8,  1766. 

Mary 

June    18,  1769. 

Hannah 

June    17,  1771. 

John 

Sept.    10, 1773. 

Hugh 

Mar.    24,  1776. 

Martha 

Jan.     19,  1780. 

Jeremiah 

Nov.    16,  1842. 

Vinton,  Francis  of  Rev.  F.  &  Eliz'th  M. 

Mar.    29,  1844. 

Henry  Gilliatt 

Dec.    23,  1684. 

Westgarth,  Kath'ne  of  Robert  &  Sarah 

April  24,  1688. 

George 

Feb     19,  1689. 

,  son 

Feb.    25,  1692. 

,  dau'r 

April  16,  1689. 

Ward,  Richard  of  Thomas  and  Ammy 

Aug.      6,  1694. 

Weaver,  John  of  Thomas  and 

July      7,  1697. 

Mary 

— ,  1700. 

Hannah 

-,  1702. 

Benjamin 

,  1704. 

Martha 

,  1706. 

Peleg 

,  1708. 

Joseph 

,  1711. 

Jonathan 

Apr.    14,  1716. 

Weaver,   Patience  of  Thomas  &  Maiy 

Feb.     23,  1721. 

Mary 

July      6,  1723. 

Thomas 

Feb.  2,  1701-2. 

Walker,  John  of  Richard  &  Hannah 

Jan.  20   1.1703-4] 

?             Anna 

Mch.      4,  1706. 

David 

July      6,  1708. 

Alarv 

Sept.   19,  1704. 

Williams,  Palsgrave  of  Palsgrave  &  Eliz^ 

Sept.   29,  1707. 

John 

Sept.    17,  1708. 

Weeks,  Elizabeth  of  Josh,  and  Abigail 

April   29,  1712. 

Samuel 

May    13,  1709. 

Wright,  Elizabeth  of  John  and  Abigail 

Jan.  17, 1712-18. 

Abigail 

IGNORANCE  OF  SEAL-ENGRAVERS. 


"RT  is  lamentable  to  observe  what  sad  havoc  has  been 
c  made  with  heraldic  designs  by  ignorant  painters  and  en- 
gravers, not  only  in  by-gone  days,  but  continued  up  to  the 
present  time.  I  know  of  a  case  where  a  family,  originally 
from  Savoy,  bears  a  shield  of  an  oval  form,  parted  per  fess, 
which  in  Italy  is  a  very  common  way  of  dividing  arms. 
I  have  seen  three  seal-rings,  engraved  in  England,  sup- 
posed to  represent  these  same  arms,  on  which  the  shields 
are  not  oval,  and  the  division  line  moved  from  the  centre 
to  the  top,  making  it  a  ^'cliief,"  as  that  part  is  termed. 
Such  carelessness  creates  great  confusion  and  despair  to 
those  tracing  family  pedigrees  by  armorial  bearings. 

The  above  was  suggested  by  the  sight  of  an  "ex  libris" 
pasted  on  the  cover  of  a  very  valuable  book  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Misses  EUery,  in  Thames  street,  Newport. 
As  engraved  on  a  seal,  the  arms  are  quite  simple  and  to 
me  have  the  appearance  of  French  origin ;  the  shield  is 
parted  per  chevron  within  a  bordure  engrailed,  but  the 
tints  are  not  delineated. 

I  do  not  know  if  Benjamin  EUery,  whose  name  it  bears, 
could  have  originated  such  a  showy,  but  odd  attempt  at 
''book-plate'*  making.  In  heraldic  details  it  is  wrong  in 
all  its  parts.  The  grand  rule  of  emblazonry,  of  not  plac- 
ing metal  upon  metal,  is  here  violated.  The  upper  field 
is  Argent  within  a  bordure  Or,  then  comes  the  chevron 
of  the  first  Argent;  these  should  be  of  different   colors. 
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Again,  I  know  of  no  case  where  the  bordure  is  thus 
broken.  The  crest,  a  deer  courant,  should  stand  higher 
on  a  wreath  of  six  folds. 

The  design  is  of  the  Chippendale  stj'le,  prevalent  in 
England  about  1750,  answering  to  that  of  the  "rococo"  in 
France.  A  copy  before  me,  engraved  by  Kilburn,  makes 
the  matter  still  worse.  The  lower  part  of  the  shield  is 
crossed  by  quite  deep  lines,  giving  it  the  appearance  of 
Sable,  instead  of  Azure,  which  color  probably  was  intend- 
ed. Moreover,  the  delicate  tracery  of  the  pendant  flow- 
ers is  omitted,  the  whole  making  a  meagre  show. 

Nathaniel  Hurd,  styled  the  best  of  the  colonial  engrav- 
ers in  Boston,  was  born  in  1730,  and  engraved  from  1750 
till  his  death  in  1777.  Although  his  name  does  not  ap- 
pear, the  Ellery  plate  is  said  to  be  of  his  work.  However 
Hurd  has  not  blundered  more  than  other  American  ar- 
tists of  his  day. 

Before  me  lies  a  singular  composition.  Inside  of  an 
emblematic  frame  Is  the  following  inscription  :  "Boston, 
Oct.  4,  5764.  Brother  Jenkins,  Friday  evening  ye  5th 
instant,  being  Masters  Lodge  Night,  2d  in  the  quarter, 
the  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Rich'd  Gridley,  Esq.,  Mas- 
ter, you  are  desired  to  give  your  attendance  at  Brit.  Co£F. 
House,  where  said  Lodge  is  held,  at  7  o'clock.  Your  af- 
fectionate Brother  and  Humble  Servant, 

Thos.  Fleet,  Sec'ry." 

The  engraving  is  lOi  by  7i  inches.  On  six  long  col- 
umns stand  the  figures  of  Charity,  Hope,  Learning,  Mi- 
nerva, Hercules  and  Venus.  The  perspective  is  certainly 
curious ;  looking  up  from  below,  the  feet  of  the  statues 
are  hid  by  the  top  of  the  pillars  that  support  them,  but 
looking  down  upon  the  seven  steps,  the  point  of  view  is 
in  the  centre  of  the  plate.  At  the  base  is  seen  the  Ma- 
son's  Coat  of  Arms,  having  as  supporters,  two  most  gro- 
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tesque  lookinj^  lizards.     UnderneHtit  is  euiL^raved  '^Brother 
N.  Hurd,  Boston,  fecit." 

I  have  another  specimen  of  the  >uuie  ariist's  skill.  An 
Upholsterer's  Card.  On  the  sunuuii  *^(  a  very  long  sign- 
post crouches  a  lion,  crowned;  then  tliere  is  a  looking- 
glass,  and  a  chair,  and  inscription  :  "Iiny>orLed  from  Lon- 
don and  to  be  sohl  by  Ziphion  Thayer,  at  the  Golden  Lion, 
No.  4,  Cornhill,  Boston.  Nat.  Hun  I,  Sculp."  On  the 
back  is  a  bill  of  silk  sold  to  Win.  Channing,  receipted 
"Boston,  1st  November,  1785." 

An  engraved  bill  of  Paul  Reveiv.  >ho\vs  much  better 
work.  In  an  oval  is  the  half  length  i ortrait  of  Cromwell, 
around  which,  festooned  with  bniirhes  of  grapes,  is  the 
inscri])tion,  ''Joshua  Brackett.  <  >.  (^om wells  Head. 
School  Street,  Boston.  P.  Revere,  se."  Then  follows  a 
bill  for  board,  pottles  of  oats,  &c.,  17:^0. 

Was  not  Paul's  name  of  P^eneli  origin,  and  written 
Riviere?  A  power  of  attorney  rea-ls  thus:  '*Know  all 
men  by  these  Presents,  that  I,  Daviil  Riviere,  of  Boston 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay., 
merchant,  have  and  do  by  these  |  lesenis  constitute  and 
appoint  William  Chaniiing  my  at  (••me v.  &c.  Witness 
m}'  Hand  and  Seal  tlie  Fourth  day  ..f  Sejitember,  A.  D. 
1780.     (Signed)  Daniel  Riviere." 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  i"«'Uinl  an  impression  in 
wax  of  the  Ellery  arms,  of  the  saine  >ize  of  that  printed 
on  page  184  of  the  present  voluiue  of  ilie  Newport  His- 
torical Magazine,  the  lower  part  A/.wic,  but  instead  of  a 
lielmet,  stands  a  deer  on  a  fillet,  \n  itii(»nt  the  trees,  seen 
in  Hurd's  nlaie. 

To  conclude  tliis  lambling  pupn.  I  propose  with  your 
permission,  to  give  in  a  future  iuinilM*r  an  account  of  a 
number  of  seals  used  by  merchants  ulio  tlourished  in  our 
colonial  i)eriod. 

Newport,  Feb.  8,  1884.  J.  E.  M. 


ARSTRACTS  FROM  OLD  COPIES  OF  THE  NEW- 

PORT  MERCURY. 


March  13,  1759. 
The  copy  of  the  Mercury  for  this  date,  has  no  items  of 
local  interest,  except  what  may  be  gathered  from  the  ad- 
vertisements. 

Job  Bennett,  Jr.,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Wil- 
liam Bennett,  late  of  Newport,  and  executor  of  the  last 
wiU  of  Henry  Hooper,  late  of  Newport,  deceased,  re- 
quests all  persons  indebted  to  said  estate  to  make  speedy 
payment.  In  the  same  advertisement  Job  Bennett,  Jr., 
gives  notice  that  he  and  *'Mr.  John  Weeden,  shopkeepers 
in  company,  have  a  good  assortment  of  goods  to  sell  cheap 
at  their  shop  in  Thames  street,  fronting  the  Point  Bridge." 

Benjamin  Hicks  ^'intending  to  depart  the  colony  in 
about  two  months,''  requests  all  persons  having  accounts 
against  him  to  present  them. 

Freelove  Easton,  '"in  Thames  street,  next  door  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Tillinghast,  intends  to  open  a  school,  and  proposes 
to  teach  reading,  sewing,  marking,  Irish  stitch,  queen 
stitch  and  knitting.'* 

Benjamin  Jefferson  "on  the  point  in  Newport,"  has  a 
large,  handsome  dwelling  house  to  let. 

Sherburne  &  Newton  '*at  their  shop  on  Long  Wharf," 
have  for  sale  an  assortment  of  tools. 
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The  sloop  Hanover  is  advertised  to  "soon  sail  for  Phil- 
adelphia." 

Job  Almj,  of  Tiverton,  o£Fers  all  his  lands  in  Little 
Compton  and  Tiverton  for  sale.  Also  "a  large  dwelling 
Louse  in  the  Main  street,  near  the  Court  House,  in  New- 
port, with  eight  fire  rooms,  now  occupied  by  Charles-An- 
drew-Wigneron." 

Mabch  20,  1759. 

Only  two  pages  of  the  Mercury  of  this  date  is  found  ia 
the  collection  of  the  Library.  From  this  number  only  the 
following  item   can   be  given    that  will  be  of  interest : 

"The  Brig ,  Robert  Sherman,   from  this  port  for 

Jamaica,  had  thb  misfortune  to  be  taken  by  a  French  pri- 
vateer from  Port-au-Prince,  but  afterwards  retaken  and 
sent  into  New  Providence.  How  fortunate  it  is  for  the 
owners,  that  she  did  not  sail  on  the  lucky  minute ;  for  if 
the  stars  were  consulted  for  a  successful  voyage,  as  prob- 
ably they  were,  there  must  be  some  great  mistake  in  the 
governing  Planet;  such  egregiious  blunders  clearly  de- 
monstrate that  the  art  of  conjuration  is  not  infallible,  and 
consequently  cannot  with  certainty  be  relied  upon,  since 
this  is  the  second  time  that  this  vessel,  under  the  same 
wise  direction,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.*' 

The  owners  of  the  brig  mentioned  in  the  above  item, 
were  Robert  Taylor,  Daniel  Ayrault,  Jr.,  and  the  said 
Oapt.  Shearman.  A  grandson  of  Robert  Taylor  told  the 
writer  of  this,  a  few  years  ago,  that  his  father  had  told 
him  that  Capt.  Shearman,  (who  married  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Taylor)  had  often  offended  his  father-in-law  by 
refusing  to  sail  unless  the  signs  were  favorable  for  a 
lucky  voyage.  Capt.  Sliearman  was  an  earnest  student 
of  astronomy  and  a  great  believer  in  signs. 
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:  Apbil  17,  1769. 

Not  a  single  item  relating  to  Newport  is  found  in  this 
issue.     The  new  advertisements  are  as  follows  : 

The  Printer  wants  "A  large  part  of  a  dwelling  house 
for  a  small  family." . .  .Joseph  Bull  has  a  commodious  shop 
to  let,  at  his  house  on  Long  Wharf. . . .  Col.  Joseph  Wan- 
ton gives  notice  of  a  sale  at  Pulilic  Vendue  of  ''a  dwell- 
ing house,  with  four  rooms  on  a  floor,  and  four  fireplaces ; 
a  large  snuff  mill ;  commodious  stable ;  a  spermacetti 
house ;  a  good  pump,  and  a  large  garden.'*  The  house 
was  situated  in  Marlborough  street,  ^'between  Mr.  John 
Fryers  and  the  late  dwelling  house  of  Capt.  Solomon 
Townsend,  deceased.". .  .Samuel  Thurston,  at  his  house 
near  William  Ellery's,  "Choice  Indigo  and  Pimento." . . . 
Henry  John  Overing,  at  his  sugar  house,  at  the  lower  end 
of  Thames  street,  "Loaf  Sugar  at  wholesale."  The  same 
advertisement  contains  the  information  that  '^Loaf  Sugar, 
either  by  wholesale  or  retail,  will  be  likewise  disposed  of 
by  Peter  Mumfonl,  at  his  shop  between  Cowley's  and  the 
FeiTy  Wharf." ....  Robert   Proud,    Watchmaker,   at    the 

npper  end  of  the  Parade,  near  the  Court  House Ebe- 

nezer  Rumreill  *'now  improves  the  shop  formerly  kept  by 
Capt.  James  Ro^ei-s,  adjoining  Capt.  William  Rogers, 
on  the   north  side  of  the  Parade,  where  he  has  to  dispose 

of  by  retail,   all   sorts  of  Dry  Goods Gideon  Sisson, 

*'Muscovado  Sugar  at  the  upper  end  of  Long  Wharf." 

Daniel  Davis  ^'from  Canterbury,  is  now  in  this  town,  and 
undertakes  to  cure  the  gout  and  rheumatism,  having  al- 
ready begun  his  operations  on  some  gentlemen.  He  may 
be  spoke  with  at  Mr.  Nichols,  at  the  sign  of  the  White 
Horse." 

Mabch  16,  1762. 
Under  the  head  of  Newport,  in  the   Mercury  of  this 
date,  is  the  following : — ^^At  the  Supreme  Court  held  here 
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last  week,  John  Shearman  was  convicted  of  burglary,  and 
torture  of  a  negro  slave,  of  setting  fire  to  a  warehouse  on 
Long  Wharf.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  executed  on 
Wednesday,  the  fourteenth  of  next  month.  And  William 
Lawton  was  convicted  of  peijury,  for  which  he  is  sen- 
tenced to  stand  in  the  Pillory  on  Friday  next  from  eleyen 
o'clock  to  twelve,  to  suffer  one  month's  imprisonment,and 
pay  a  fine  to  the  King  of  500  pounds." 

The  following  advertisements  also  appear: 
George  Shearman  has  for  sale  "a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  joining  the  Friends'  Meeting."..  .Alanaon 
(jibbs.  For  sale,  '*a  commodious  house  near  the  lower  end 
of  the  town.". ..  .John  Bours,  at  the  sign  of  the  Grolden 
Eagle,  has  "choice  new  raisins  by  the  cask." 

The  papers  from  which  the  above  items  are  taken  are  on 
file  at  the  Redwood  Library,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Chapmak. 


In  1773,  AVm.  Vernon  disposed  of,  in  Newport,  at  S5 
each,  110  tickets  of  the  ^'Delaware  Lottery,  for  raising 
f  15,000  for  the  use  of  New  Jersey  College,  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  at  Princetown,  and  the  United  Presbyterian 
congregations  of  New-Castle  and  Christiana-Bridge." 
Among  the  purchasers  of  these  tickets  were  R.  Bagnall, 
Mrs.  Bissett,  Geo.  Buckmaster,  Geo.  Champlin,  James 
Clark,  Ph.  Dumonesq,  Chris.  Ellerjs  Adam  Ferguson, 
Josh.  Gardner,  Sam'l  Gibbs,  S.  Goldthwait,  I.  Grould,  M. 
Hayes,  Wm.  Hopkins,  Wm.  Ladd,  Jnth.  Lawton,  A. 
Lopez,  Peter  Mumford,  Northam  &  Otis,  Ab'm  Redwood, 
E.  Richardson,  Jr.,  Jacob  Bichardson,  Jacob  Richardson, 
Jr.,  Richardson  &  Sand  ford,  Thos.  Rumreill,  Edw.  and 
Josh.  Thurston,  N.  P.  Tillinghast,  Chas.  Townsend,  Thos. 
Vernon,  Wm.  Vernon,  AVm.  Waterman,  Sam!  Wickham, 
Wyatt,  Simpson  &  Ladd. 


NOTES. 


Editorial. — Wr.  Invinjf  now  comploh'd  iho  fourth  volume  of 
our  Magazine,  tak«*  «Hr;i>i.>u  to  thank  our  patrons  and  friends  for 
the  generosity  and  t«»n-id«ration  which  we  liave  received  in  this, 
our  initial  experinxni. 

Having  succecdtMl  -m.  Ijh  in  making  our  enterprise  self-support- 
ing, we  feel  that  tJi«-  unu-  has  come  when  we  should  make  an  ef- 
fort to  expand  iIm-  >i»Ihmp  and  to  increase  the  magnitude  of  the 
work. 

Our  intention  is.  in  «•;•-#  .nw  friends  and  the  publi(!  sustain  us  by  a 
sufficient  increas**  in  om  list  of  subscribers,  to  increase  the  size  of 
our  quarterly  numl**  r,  mid»'r  the  title  of  Kii(»i)K  Island  Histor- 
ical Magazink,  wiihoiM  increase  in  price. 

The  State  will  !»<'  tjiomughly  canvassed  during  the  next  three 
months  by  Mr.  ir  Jhiiimntt  Tilley,  and  we  trust  this  appeal  will 
result  in  putting  tin'  ni:«v:ay,inc  (m  such  a  footing  as  will  enable  us 
to  make  it  in  all  n>i»»«i^  adequate  to  the  obje(!ts  proposed  and 
worthy  the  liberal  siinjMni  ^^f  the  community. 


Newport  CorNTv.  Newport  County  wjv*  oriijjinally  incoq>o- 
rated  as  Rhode  l>l;nhi  lounty  In  June,  1721K  the  name  w^is 
changed  to  Xewpon  <  omiiy. 

Newport — Sen  led  !♦;:;•♦.  Line  between  Newport  and  Ports- 
mouth established  Sipi.  -I.  M)4(». 

PORTS3IOUT1I— Srtil.  tl  1 0 -K  Indian  name  Pocasset,  calhd 
Portsmouth  in  !(»:»!».  uliirh  nas  etmfirmed  in  1040 

MiDDLETOWN  -s«i  .•iV  from  the  town  of  Newport,  June  10, 
1742. 

Jamestoavx— Incnrp'»raied  Nov.  4,  1778.  Named  in  honor  of 
King  James.     In<lian  luunf  Quonono4|utt. 

NewShoreham-  I neoiporated  Nov.  0,  1072;  admitted  to  the 
colony  as  Block  l>ljin«l.  May  4, 1604.  When  incori)orated,  name 
changed  to  New  •ShonhAm;  Indian  name  Manisses,  meannig  Is- 
land of  little  God. 

Tiverton— On«*  t»i  i!i»  live  towns  received  from  Massachusetts 
January  27, 174C-7. 

Little  Compton  iuiv  of  the  five  towns  received  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, Jan.  'J7,  17'J«^7.     Indian  name  Seaconnet. 

In  the  settlement  of  \Uo  boundary  question,  March  1,  1^56*2^  that 
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portion  of  Fall  River,  formerly  in  Rhode  Island,  Newport  Gountj, 
was  ceded  to  Massachusetts. 


"Castile"  Soap  Made  in  Rhode  Island,  1761.— In  Feb- 
ruary, 17G1,  James  Lucena  (a  native  of  Portugal,  but  who  in  1760 
became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  Newport),  preferred  a  petition  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  representing  that  he  had 
acquired  from  the  King's  manufactory  in  Portugal,  ''the  true 
method  of  making  soap  of  the  same  kind  and  quality  as  that  made 
in  Castile,  in  Spain,  and  called  Castile  soap;  that  he  proposes  to 
set  up  the  manufactory  thereof  in  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island^** 
and  prayed  the  assembly  to  pass  an  act,  granting  him  the  sole 
privilege  of  making  and  vending  the  said  Castile  soap  for  a  tenn 
of  ten  years.  It  was  therefore  enacted  ''that  the  prayer  of  the 
said  James  Lucena  be  granted,  upon  condition  that  he  proceed 
upon  the  manufactory  aforesaid,  wiUiin  two  years  from  the  rising 
of  this  assembly;  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned 
term  of  ten  years,  he  disclose  the  secret  or  mystery  of  the  said 
business  or  manufacture,  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  colony, 
or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  by  them  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  upon  the  f)enalty  of  £1000  sterling." 

A  New  Name. — The  next  number  of  our  Magazine  will  ap- 
pear under  the  name  of  the  Ruode  Island  Histobical  Maga- 
zine, which  will  be  devoted  to  the  History,  Biography  and  Gene- 
alogy of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 
It  is  our  intention  to  publish  abstracts  from  the  old  records  of  the 
several  towns,  not  forgetting  the  importance  of  old  records  relating 
to  Newport  previous  to  the  Revolution.  Dr.  Turner's  valuable 
records  will  be  continued,  and  contributions  from  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  the  history  of  our  State  have  been  promised. 

While  the  price  of  the  Magazine  will  remain  the  same,  we  in- 
tend to  add  to  the  number  of  pages  in  each  number. 

An  index  to  Vols.  3  and  4  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  issued  and 
sent  to  each  subscriber. 

It  is  hoped  that  our  friends  will  help  us  to  make  the  Magazine  a 
success,  both  by  their  subscriptions  and  contributions,  while  the 
publishers  will  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  present  a  pub- 
lication worthy  of  its  name. 

The  Newport  Historical  Publication  Co. 

Address  all  communications  to 

R.  II.  TiLLEY,  Newport,  R    I. 


A  Han*'!""  I 

Tinn  - 


IrtH'id  i  t 


Till*  Nitrnisiinxon  HixKiHituI  I'ii1iti)tliliiu  la. 


.  1 


.  .1    'I 


;i 


!  (I 


If 

■  I 
t 

i 

m 

♦ 

I 

r 


M 


0^0/.^ 


t 


+  +  +  + 

al  TAT  sl^^M^ 

+  +  i  ^^ 


M 


^V"'  O/.^ 


^i 


]A[ 


i?«Lfl»-^ 


4- 


M 


^  +  + 

M 


]A[ 


!*VE^4j_ 


^ 


+ 


'*^^^ 


^^„ 


1A[ 


>         -f-         + 


.*»^  ■■Ifiil 


i 


"^^^*' 


K 


-♦^ 


I 


*-<*«A»V 


M 


I 


^ 


6*^2 


^"5 


a*; 


+  DO  NOT  REMOVE 

OR 
II0TILATL11U11L_ 


